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In the Name of Allah?" the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah-?" Lord-2** of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief
Muhammad=a*% and his*2¥¥ Purified Progeny®"s, and greetings with abundant greetings.
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Summary:

Sacrifice on the 10t of Zilhajj is compulsory for those who are performing the Hajj, but it is
also to be offered by those who are not present in Minah (not performing Hajj) and are
residing in other cities. Imam™@¥* says one should not leave sacrifice if one can afford it, and
in another Hadith, one is encouraged to borrow money to offer a sacrifice.
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‘I asked Abu Abdullah?"s about the sacrifice, so he®%s said: ‘As for Mina, so it is three days,
and as for in the (other) cities, so it is one day’.!
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah@%s, said, ‘He®%* was asked about the sacrifice, ‘Is
it Obligatory upon the one who finds it (can afford it) for himself and his dependants?’ The
Imam™@*s said: ‘As for himself, so he should not leave it, and as for his dependents, if he so
desires to, he can neglect it’.?
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Abu Abdullah@"s (peace be upon him), that a man asked him?"“s about Al-Azha, so he?s
said: It is obligatory upon every Muslim except for he who cannot afford it. So, the questioner
said to him@%s: What do you@*s think about the family? He®"s said: If you wish, you may do
so, and if you wish, you may not offer on their (behalf). As for you, do not leave it.?

1 Al Kafi—V 4 — The Book of Hajj Ch 178 H 1

2 Al Kafi — V 4 — The Book of Hajj Ch 180 H 2
3 Manla Yahzar-al-Faqih, Vol.2, Traditions 3044.
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Also, in a Hadith;
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Umm Salamah™@, came to Rasool Allah=®"%, and said, “O Rasool Allah*®"¥, the Eid al-Azha is
approaching, and | do not have the money for the sacrifice, so | will borrow and sacrifice.”
Rasool Allah™2"¥ said, take a loan and (Allah#") will provide resources to clear the debt.*

The Reason behind offering the sacrifice:
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And in (the book) ‘Al llal’ — from Al-Sadig@*s, he™®"s was asked, ‘What is the reason for the
sacrifice?’” He™"s said: ‘(Sins) are Forgiven for its performer at the first drop from its blood to
the ground, and for Allah**" to Know who fears Him?™ in the hidden. Allah?*¥ the Exalted
Said: It will never reach Allah, neither its flesh [22:37] — the Verse’. Then he™" said; ‘Look
at how Allah®% Accepted the offering of Habeel® and Rejected the offering of Qabeel”®” >

JB B¢ w07 o J53 3 Jaks 1o Sadl (ol o el 5 (B0 Qg o3 Gl o 1 e 1 i W0 (6 401 g

IR R < P R\ TP TP FRE
.\J}A{Jabcx.w ;@v)\;gwwﬁ'}l”.ub ANJ;O; u'ﬁdpf})\ J)""')

(It has been narrated) from Ja’far?®"s Bin Muhammad?*"s, from his@¥s forefathersa*s having
said: ‘Rasool-Allah?"" said: ‘But rather, Allah#" Made this sacrifice to make it easy for your
poor ones to get hold of the meat, therefore feed them’.”

The limits on Sacrifice Animal:

Sheep and goat
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4 Manla Yahzar-al-Faqih, Vol.2, Traditions 3045
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‘| asked Abu Abdullah®"* about the lowest of what would suffice from the years (age) of the
sheep regarding the sacrifice, so he®"* said: ‘The two-year old from the sheep’.

| asked, ‘So (what about) the goat?’ He®"s said: ‘The two year old goat would not suffice’ (so
older than 2 years for goat). | said, ‘And why not?’ He™®"* said: ‘Because the two year old from
the sheep become mature (give babies), but the two year old from the goat cannot give
birth’.2

Note: By inspecting the front teeth (i.e., number of permanent teeth) one can estimate the
approximate age of the lamb, see for example:

https://www.blackbellysheep.org/about-the-sheep/articles/telling-how-old-a-sheep-is/

Sacrifice of the Castrated one (i.=> : Khasee) is forbidden:
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‘I asked Abu Abdullah¥s about the ewe (sheep/lamb), ‘Is it more beloved to you®¥s or the
goat?’ He % said: ‘If it was such that the goat was male, so it would be more beloved to me-

asws. put if it was such that the goat was female, so the ewe would be more beloved to me-
asws’

He (the narrator) said, ‘I said, ‘So can the castrated one (¢{.»*) be sacrificed with?’ He®"* said:
‘No, unless if there does not happen to be any other’.
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And he®"s said: ‘It is correct, the two year old from the sheep, but as for the goat, so it is not
correct’ (has to be older). | said, ‘Is the castrated one more beloved to you™"s or the ewe?’

He™@%s said: ‘The bruised one is more beloved to me3"s than the ewe, and if it was castrated,
so the ewe (is more beloved)’.?

Cow and Camel:
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8 Al Kafi —V 4 — The Book of HajjCh 181 H 1
9 Al Kafi —V 4 — The Book of HajjCh 181 H 5
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‘| asked Abu Abdullah@"Ys gbout the camel and the cow, which of the two is superior that it
should be slaughtered with?’ He®%* said: ‘The one with the womb (ability to give babies)’. So
| asked him™@%s about the years (age)’. So he®VY* said: ‘As for the cow, so it would not harm
you with which of its years you slaughter (which you buy and sell), and as for the camel, so it
is not correct unless it is two (years), and what is above’.°
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"s having said: ‘The years (age) of the cow you sell
these, and their aged ones, with regards to the sacrifice, is the same’.?

Animal which becomes ‘thin’ after Purchasing is not Sufficient:
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah@%s having said: ‘When the man buys the thin camel,
and he finds it to be fat, so it would have sufficed from him; and if he had bought it as thin,
and found it as thin, so it would not suffice from him’.12

The Limits of Thin:
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* regarding the aged (animal) whose teeth have
fallen off, that there is no problem with it regarding the sacrifice; and if you buy it as thing
and found it as fat, it would suffice you; and if you were to buy it as thin, and find it as thin,
so it would not suffice you’.
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An in another report, ‘(He™"* said): ‘The limit of the thinness is when there does not happen
to be anything from the fat upon its kidneys’.3

10 Al Kafi — V 4 — The Book of Hajj Ch 181 H 2
11 Al Kafi — V 4 — The Book of Hajj Ch 181 H 3
12 Al Kafi— V 4 — The Book of HajjCh 181 H 6
13 Al Kafi — V 4 — The Book of Hajj Ch 181 H 15
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Other Qualities of the Animal for Sacrifice:
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®%s, from his@s"s father?"“s having said: ‘Ali®*** used
to dislike the cuts in the ears and the holes; and he®"* did not see any problem with it if there
was a hole in the place of the tag, and he®%s was saying: ‘It would suffice from the camel, the
two year old, and from the goat, the two year old, and from the sheep, the two year old’.4

Animal with torn ear(s):
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‘I asked Abu Abdullah@"%s about the slaughter which happens to have torn ears. So he@%s
said: ‘If its tear is a mark, so there is no problem, and if it was a tear, so it is not correct’.®

Animal that limps:
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(It has been narrated) from Ja’far®"s, from his?"s father, from his®"“s forefathers?®"s having
said: ‘The Prophet™®"¥ said: ‘Do not offer a sacrifice with the one who limps between its walk,
nor with the lean one, nor with the scabby, nor with the clumsy, nor with the torn ears, nor
with the tail cut off’.1®
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14 Al Kafi— V 4 — The Book of HajjCh 181 H 7
15 Al Kafi — V 4 — The Book of Hajj Ch 181 H 11
16 Al Kafi — V 4 — The Book of Hajj Ch 181 H 12
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"s regarding the sacrificial animal whose horn is
broken. He®"s said: ‘When it was such that its interior horn was correct, so it would suffice’.'’

What-if the Sacrifice Animal is Stolen or Injured:
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‘I asked Abu Abdullah?®%s about a man who buys a sacrificial animal, so it dies or is stolen
before he slaughters it. So he®"Y* said: ‘There is no problem if he were to replace it, and it
would be superior, and if he does not buy (another one) so there would be nothing upon
him’.18
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah?%s, said, ‘1 asked him?@%“s about the sacrificial
animal, the Obligatory one, when it is hit by a break (of a body part), or damaged, can its
owner sell it and be helped by its price upon (buying) another sacrificial animal?’ He%s said:
‘He should sell it and give in charity with its price, and he should offer another sacrificial
animal’.’®

Shares of Others in the Sacrifice:
b sl s AN g3l (W e 0 o ) 0 ot O 06 O i 0 e 02 g o o 02 ol 22 st 0 e
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‘Rasool-Allah®"¥ had slaughtered two rams on the day of the sacrifice, one of them from
himself*®"% and the other one on behalf of someone from his*®“% community who could not
find (afford) it; and Amir Al-Momineen?"“s had slaughtered two rams, one of them on behalf
of Rasool-Allah2¥, and the other one from himself2sws’ 20

sde ) Ao 06 Gl 2ol e s fele B0 B35 Aad 45 0 e o3 ot e i 3 DT e sl e B

5 LD S G a50 38 ASCBT S e T £ S 2 iS5l Tl LutSGs 0388l 5 2y 4l G e il (Sl

17 Al Kafi — V 4 — The Book of Hajj Ch 181 H 13
18 Al Kafi — V 4 — The Book of Hajj Ch 183 H2
19 Al Kafi — V 4 — The Book of HajjCh 183 H 4
20 Al Kafi —V 4 — The Book of Hajj Ch 184 H 1
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‘We were a group in Mina, and the sacrificial animals were too expensive. So we looked
around and there was Abu Abdullah*"s having paused upon a spot bargaining for the sheep,
and he®"s was intensively bargaining with them. So we paused and looked on. So when he-
asws was free, he®%s turned towards us and he™®"Ys said: ‘I*"* think you all have been
astounded from my?*"s bargaining?’ So we said, ‘Yes'.
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So, he®¥s said: ‘The loss maker is not praiseworthy, nor is he hired. Is there a need for you?’
So, we said, ‘Yes, may Allah®" Keep you®"s well! The sacrificial animal have become too
expensive upon us’. He®%s said: ‘So gather together and buy one camel, in what is between
you all’. We said, ‘And our expenditure would not reach (to that)’. He™®"* said: ‘So gather
together and buy one cow in what is between you all, and slaughter it’. We said, ‘And our
expenditure would not reach (to that)’. He™®"* said: ‘So gather together and buy a sheep in
what is between you all, and slaughter it’. We said, ‘Would it suffice from seven (of us)?’ He"
asws said: ‘Yes, and it would (even) suffice from seventy’.?!
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‘He@%s said: ‘The sacrificial animals became too expensive in Mina one year, to the extent
that the camel reached one hundred Dinars. So Abu Ja’far?"“s was asked about that, and he"
asws said: ‘Participate in it’. | said, ‘How many?’ He®%s said: ‘Whatever is lighter, so it is
superior’. | said, ‘On behalf of how many would it suffice?” He®"s said: ‘On behalf of
seventy’.??

Three Divisions of the Scarified Animal:
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‘I asked Abu Abdullah?"s gbout the meats of the sacrificed animal. So he®"* said: ‘Alis¥* Bin
Al-Husayn@%s and Abu Ja’far®%“s both used to give in charity with a third upon their@ws

21 Al Kafi — V 4 — The Book of Hajj Ch 184 H 3
22 Al Kafi— V 4 — The Book of Hajj Ch 184 H 4
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neighbours, and a third upon the beggars, and a third they®"* would be withholding for their
asws family members’.23
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‘| said to Abu Abdullah%s, ‘| drove a camel regarding the Umra, where should | slaughter it?’
He Y said: ‘In Makkah’. | said, “Which thing should he give from it?” He®"* said: ‘He should
eat a third, and gift a third, and give in charity with a third’.?*

The Hide/skin of the Animal:
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah@%s having said: ‘Rasool-Allah**"" forbade giving of
the hide, collar and covering of the offering animals to the butchers.?>
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®%s having said: ‘Benefit (yourself) by the hide of
the sacrificed animal, and buy the provisions with it, and if you were to give in charity with it,
so it would be superior’.

s g el Y 5 B3 oS0 5 Ul Y 5 WA Y sl Bk B 5 B (Wl e i Lo ) 81 ot 2 06
And he®%s said: ‘Rasool-Allah®¥ sacrificed a camel and did not give the butcher its hide, nor
its collar, nor its decor (reins etc.), but he "W gave it in charity (instead); and do not give the

butcher anything from it, but give him from other than that’.2°

The Days for offering the Sacrifice:

23 Al Kafi — V 4 — The Book of Hajj Ch 186 H 3
24 Al Kafi — V 4 — The Book of Hajj Ch 180 H 5
25 Al Kafi — V 4 — The Book of HajjCh 187 H 1
26 Al Kafi — V 4 — The Book of Hajj Ch 187 H 2
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‘I asked Abu Abdullah?"s about the sacrifice, so he®%s said: ‘As for Mina, so it is three days,
and as for in the (other) cities, so it is one day’.?’
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far?¥s having said: ‘The (Eid) Al-Azha is two days after the
day of the sacrifice, and one day in the cities’.?®

How to carry out the Sacrifice and Recite?
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®Ys regarding the Words of Allah®*"/ Mighty and
Majestic [22:36] therefore Mention the Name of Allah on these as they stand in a row. He
asws said: ‘That is where they are stood in a row for the sacrifice. You would tie down its hand
in what is between the hooves up to the knees, and then when they fall down [22:36] - is
when they fall upon the ground’.?®
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‘I asked Abu Abdullah®%s, ‘How to slaughter the camel?’. So he®"* said: ‘Slaughter it while it
is standing, from the right hand side’.3°

27 Al Kafi — V 4 — The Book of HajjCh 178 H 1
28 Al Kafi — V 4 — The Book of Hajj Ch 178 H 2
29 Al Kafi — V 4 — The Book of Hajj Ch 185 H 1
30 Al Kafi — V 4 — The Book of Hajj Ch 185 H 2
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The Naher and the Zibha:
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‘Abu Abdullah-s%s said: ‘533 the sacrificing is in the upper chest, and ”cfﬂ\’ the slaughtering
is in the throat’.3!
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‘Neither should the Jew, nor the Christian slaughter your sacrificial animal for you. So if it was
a woman, then let her slaughter it herself, and she should face the Qiblah, and she should be

saying,

FOURTIA H,Ua Lz o3 5 olslesdl b il 3 &i55 | have turned myself, being upright, wholly to
Him Who Originated the skies and the earth[6:79]. O Allah?¥! This is from You?? and for
You-azwj'_32
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah?"s having said: ‘Ali®*"* Bin Al-Husayn?"s used to

make the knife to be in the hand of a youth, then the man would grab the hand of the youth,

so he would slaughter’.33
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31 Al Kafi — V 4 — The Book of Hajj Ch 185 H 3
32 Al Kafi — V 4 — The Book of Hajj Ch 185 H 4
33 Al Kafi — V 4 — The Book of Hajj Ch 185 H 5
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‘Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘When you buy your sacrificial animal, so face the Qiblah with it, and
sacrifice it, while slaughtering it (one should) say,
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[6:79] Surely | have turned myself, being upright, wholly to Him Who Originated the skies
and the earth, and | am not of the polytheists [6:162] Say: Surely my Prayer and my sacrifice
and my life and my death are (all) for Allah, the Lord of the worlds [6:163] There is no
associate for Him?2¥; and with that | am Commanded, and | am from the ‘Muslimeen’ (the
submitters). O Allah®"I1 From You?* and for You ¥, In the Name of Allah-#*", and Allah3?¥

is the Greatest. Accept from me’. Then use the knife and do not break its bones until it dies’.3*
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®%¥* having said: ‘You should begin at Mina with the
slaughter before the shaving (of the head); but in ‘Aagaly ‘Al-Aqiqah’ (offering for a new born
child) with the shaving (of the head) before the slaughter’.®®

Shorter Version of Recitation during Sacrifice:
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‘I saw Abu Abdullah™@%s, and he%s was sacrificing his"* camel having tied down its left leg.
Then he™®"Ys stood by the side of its right hand, and he®"* was saying:
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‘In the Name of Allah?™%, and Allah?™i js the Greatest. O Allah#¥! This is from You?™, and
for You?2¥, O Allah-#2¥! Accept it from me="s',
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Then he™®"Ys made a cut in its chest, then brought out the knife. So, when it fell down, he?Ws
cut the place of the slaughter (throat), by his®“s hand’.3®
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