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Salat and Its Recognition-Part |

Summary:

Salat is an important pillar of Islam, there are several verses in the Holy Quran
emphasising its importance; with equally large number of traditions of
Masomeen=s"s where all essential details, from its esoteric (Batin) to exoteric
(Zahir) meanings are explained. We have compiled a brief article (covering the
esoteric aspects of Salat Part |) based on the traditions of Masomeen?*s in an
attempt to understand its meanings, the Niyah (intention), the rituals and types of
Salat, whereas exoteric details of offering Salat are covered in Part Il.

It is also very important to remind our readers that Salat is mostly considered as
part of ‘Furu-e-Deen’ (branch of Islam) but as per several traditions of
Masomeen=¥s it is, in fact, a branch of ‘Usool-e-Deen’ (an important pillar of
Islam and its soul is the Wilayat of Masomeen2s“s  ref. footnote 9). In addition,
Salat is not accepted until Zakaat is paid to a person having a firm belief on
Wilayat-e-Amir-ul-Momineen-asws,

(Ref. footnote 45, also see: http://hubeali.com/practices/Chapter-5-Zakaat-
Khums.pdf).

What Elevates the Status of Salat and What Ensures its Acceptance:
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Mohammed bin Ali bin Shhir Ashob reports in Managib, | heard it from the father of Hazam that
once a person came to Imam Zain ul-Abadeen-?s"s and asked:

Do you know something about the Salat?’ | (the narrator) became furious and
leapt forward to attack him but Imam=2s*s intervened and said: O Abu Hazim!
Stay where you are, people with knowledge show courage and are very kind.
Imam-2s"s [ooked toward the man and replied: ‘Yes, | know about the Salat’. That
person asked several questions on Salat from the Imam=2s¥s, Imam2s*s replied to
his questions and in the end he asked:
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He asked: ‘What elevates the status of Salat?

Imam Zain ul-Abadeens*s replied: By sending the ‘Salawat’’ on Mohammed-
saww and his pious progeny-asws,

He asked: What ensures the acceptance of Salat?

Imam=s¥s replied: Adherence to our?@"“s Wilayat and denouncing and rejecting
ourasws enemies, ensure acceptance of Salat.

After listening to the Divine reply he got up and said, you@s¥s have removed all
doubts and did not leave behind any excuses unturned. Indeed Allah-2% Knows
who to entrust with His##¥ Divine Message.?
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In Tafseer Imam Hassan@s"s al-Askari@s¥s, Imam=2s"s says: ‘As for the Words of
the Almighty "and keep up Salat'- is the establishment of Salat with all the
bowings and prostrations and keeping to its timings, and the fulfilment of its
rights without which, the Lord#?" of creation does not Accept Prayers. (Imam-
asws asked): Do you know what those rights are? These are the salutations on
Mohammed=sa*" and Ali@*¥s and their Progeny2*s and to have belief that they
asws gre the best of the creation of Allah-2% and the establishers of the Rights of
Allah-#2" and the helpers of the religion of Allah-22'3
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The Messenger of Allahs2"" said: 'One who Prays five times (Salat) a day, Allah-
azwj expiates his sins between the two Salat, as if there was a flowing river by his
door and he bathes in it five times a day and there does not remain any filth on
him except if he rejects the Prophet-hood and the Imamate or is unjust to his
believing brother or if he avoids Taqgiya (dissimulation) so that it affects him
adversely and his believing brothers.*
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Then Allah==i the Almighty Said to the other disbelievers who were present
there: "And seek assistance through patience and Salat" Meaning, be patient

" Blessings
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3 |bid, H. 253

4 Ibid, H. 111
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by staying away from the prohibited and the fulfilment of trusts and by observing
patience from the false governments and recognition of the Prophet-hood of
Mohammed-sa*W and the Master-ship of Ali-@s¥s 5
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"And seek assistance through patience" on serving them=*¥¢ and serving those"
asws that they2s"s order you to do so as is their@"s right, and you will be rewarded
with Forgiveness and a life of eternal bliss in the Gardens in the vicinity of the
Beneficent, and in the friendship of the true believers, and enjoy looking at the
honour of Mohammed-=2"" the Master of the former ones and the later ones, and
at the Master of the Trustees and the Chief of the good chosen ones for that will
be a coolness to your eyes and you will be in joy and complete bounty from all
the other bounties of the Gardens.
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And seek help by five Salat and by salutations of Mohammed=2"% and hissa"W
blissful Progeny?*s to be near to the Gardens of Bliss. "and most surely it"
Meaning these deeds from the five Salat and from the salutation on Mohammed-
saww and hissawW plissful Progeny2s¥s with obedience to their?s“s orders and belief
in theirasws secrets and what they proclaim and avoid objections like Why? How?
"is a hard thing" a great thing "except for the humble ones" those who fear the
retribution of Allah-##¥ for those who oppose the great obligations of His-2¥.6

What is the Essence of Salat:
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Imam Jafar-e-Sadiq?"s said: ‘We*"s are the Salat which is mentioned in the
Holy Quran, we®"“s are the Zakaat and we?"s are the Soam, we?@"s are the
Haijj, we?"s are the sacred City, we?s"s are Al-Kabah, we?s"s are the ‘Face’ of
Allah-a2%i weas%s gre Allah-??%'s Verses and we?"s are His#" Proofs (Aiat and
Biyan)...”.
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5 Tafseer Imam Hassan AskarizswsH. 115
6 Ibid, H. 115.
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Imam Jafar-e-Sadiq@"s says: ‘We?s"s are the root of all virtues and we?"s are
the branches of all righteousness and through us?s"s is the (way) to ‘Touheed’
and ‘Salat’ and ‘Soam....8
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(Amir-ul-Momineen says@s“s) Blessed is the Prophets and his pure progeny
asws - Allah® will Accept your Salat when you mention Prophets2% and his family-

asws \ith due respect.®

The Meanings of Establishing the Salat

¢ oA 35 U el caB B g B T e T g gt Das 2 8
Shaheed™ has reported a tradition of Imam Jafar-e-Sadig?s“s, as narrated by
Abu Walid, that Imam=s*s said: ‘Qad gamatil Salat’ (Salat has been established)
refers to the establishment of the Imamat of Al-Qaim-3f.1°

The Salat of a Nasabi is Never Accepted:
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A number of our people have narrated from Sahl ibn Ziyad, who from ibn Faddal, who from
Hanan, who has narrated the following:

Abu Abd Allah-@s¥s has said: ‘For a person hostile to ‘Aimmah’ of Ahl Al-Bayt@sWs,
it is the same as when he performs Salat or commits fornication. This verse is
revealed about them: ‘working and hostile (to Aimmah of Ahl Al-Bayt) will
feel the heat of the hot fire’(88:3-4)."

(74:43) ipkiadll o 857148

What has led you to Saqar’ (a place in hell)? They will reply, ‘We did not
pray.
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Ali ibn Mohammed has narrated from Sahl ibn Ziyad from ’Isma’il ibn Mihran from al-Hassan al-
Qummi from Idris ibn ‘Abd Allah who has said the following:

8231 :0= ..o clldns 242 8 W

9 http://hubeali.com/images/newimg/Mola-Ali-asws-400-Ahadith.pdf 611 : u= 2 : z Juaall
10 Binhar ul Anwar, vol. 51 pg. 149, Igbal ul Amaal. 149 : =51 :z JlsY

" Al-Kaki, vol. 8, H.14610, h. 162, 161:0=8: ¢ &l
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“Once, | asked Abu ‘Abd Allah@s%s about the interpretation of this verse of the
Holy Quran, ‘What has led you to Saqar’ (a place in hell)? They will reply,
‘We did not pray.’ (74:43)

“The Imam==s"s said, ‘Such people will be those who did not believe in 'A'immah-
asws (| eaders with Divine Authority) about whom Allah?#¥, has Said, “The
foremost ones will be the nearest ones to Allah.” (56:11) Have you not
noticed that people call the one second to the lead in horseracing ‘Al-Musalli’
(also means the praying)? This, what is meant therein. “We did not pray” (74:43),
means ‘We did not follow the ‘al-Sabaqgeen’ the (Divine) leader3asws 12

Wikt o 0k U Tas s Gndth 2 0506 ¢ J e f 02 5 Clial 3 0B 3 at e of 1o sty 1 e
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Ali bin Ibrahim narrates from his father, who heard it from Mohammed ibn al-Riyyan bin al-Sallat
Rafa, who heard it from Abi Abd Allah-asws:

Amir-ul-Momineen, Ali@s¥s [bn Abu Talib®s%s, would very often say in sermons
about sins, ‘O people, pay attention to your religion, pay attention to your religion.
An evil deed in it (under our?s¥s Wilayat) is better than a good deed under other
than it (Wilayat). An evil deed in true religion can be forgiven (by means of
repenting) but a good deed performed under other than Just (our Wilayat) will not
be accepted.’3

(74:43) ot e 61106 (42) 2 3 2880 G (A1) Gl o2 (40) Ot s 3

Those who will be in the paradise ask from the sinner what has brought
you to the hell, they will reply: We were not among those who prayed.
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It is narrated from Imam Hassan Al-Askari®*¥s in the explanation of the above
Verses: The people of paradise will ask from the inhabitants of hell, what has
brought you to the raging fire? They will reply: We were not among those who
offered Salat, meaning that we were not among the Shias of Ali-as%s 4

(75:34) J56 & J3 (33) aass atal Jy <83 # (32) d339 038 5505 (31) o 95 G o6
So he did not accept the truth, nor did he pray, but on the contrary, he

rejected the Truth and turned away! Then did he stalk to his family in full
conceit! Nearer to you (is destruction) and nearer.

12 Al-Kafi, vol. 1, H 1115, Ch. 108, h 38
3 Al-Kafi, vol. 2, pg. 349, (¢ <l 2 = 464)
4 Tafseer-e-Furat, pg. 362. (Urdu), 516 : g= &SI i jands
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It is reported in Tafseer-e-Furat that when Mouwiya'@ heard Rasool Allah-saww
raising Imam Ali@¥’s hand and declaring ‘Ali is the Moula of all those to whom |
am the ‘Moula’®, he stoop-up after leaning on Moughara bin Shaba”@ and said: |
will not accept the Wilayat of Ali@s%s and will not accept what Mohammed 2" has
declared’. Allah?®% sent this verse to denounce what Mouwiya@ and his
associates were saying. Prophet Mohammeds2"V in response, wanted to ask
(his companions) to kill Mouwiya@ but Allah 2" asked His Prophetsa*¥ to wait by
sending the following Verse:

(75:16) 4 Jid Lok & 8% ¥

Do not move your tongue with it to make haste with it, and Rasool Allah-sawW
did not pursue it any further.'6&”

Wilayat of Masomeen2s"s is a Mandatory Pre-requisite of Salat:

Salat is an extremely important act of worship, as we all know, but its acceptance
and rejection depends on adherence to the true faith. Therefore, rewards of
offering Salat, in this life as well as in the hereafter, are subject to that condition
without which it will be of no benefit, ‘The Wilayat'.

IJG((MVW)%QTU‘gsjbj&ccﬁ\&uﬁffcw&&z:bgfthﬁw’wﬁ\@)qﬁifcﬁb{\wL?J_;
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Imam Abi Jaffar2s%s said: Islam was built on five pillars: the Salat, the Zakaat,

the Pilgrimage, the Soam (Fasting) and the Wilayat. Zrara asked: Which is the
most important among these five pillars? Imam=2s*s responded: Wilayat is the

5 Master
16 Tafseer-e-Furat, pg. 362. 516 : L= A58 3 s
7 163 : =33 : ¢z LYl
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most important, because it is the soul and His#2" ‘Wali’ are the evidence on them
(the worshipers).1®

Therefore, Salat, as part of worshiping, will only be beneficial, if one understands
the essence of Wilayat and strives sincerely to comply with its obligations. Let us
briefly review the meanings of Wilayat and how to fulfil its requirements so that all
our deeds are accepted. In Hadith-e-Tariq, Amir-ul-Momineen2s*s says: ‘Wilayah
is to safeguard our followers from dangers, disasters and management of their all
affairs, even down to demarcating the days and the months.'® In accordance to
the famous Quranic Verse:

(5:55) O5aS15 ad 3 883U & 55555 B3Lall & sasih Cpdll 1 sial Gl 5 Al sl g 20 2&3 5 )

Only Allah is your Wali and His Messenger and those who believe, those
who keep up Salat and pay the poor-rate while they bow.

The Wilayat, of Allah22¥, Rasool Allah2"% and Mola Ali-#¥s (who gave Zakaat in
Rakku) is of the same value and nature and should be reflected in all our acts of
worship.
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Abu Bakr bin Mohammed, who from ummer al-Jaabi heard it from Abu Abbas Ahmed bin
Mohammed bin Saeed al-Hamdani, who from al-Hassan bin Ali bin Al-Hassan, who reports from
Mohammed bin al-Hassain, who form Mohammed bin Sanan, who form Abeed Allah al-Qasbani,
who from Abu Basir the following:

Imam Abu Abd Allah@s%s bin Mohammed2s"s says: Our Wilayat is the Wilayat of
Allah-#2% and all Prophets?s had to pledge to our Wilayat, as part of a major
requirement for their qualification (to be given the Prophet hood).?°

Salat is Unacceptable Without Paying Zakaat and Without Wilayat-2sVs:
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8 Al-Kafi Vol. 2 Pg. 18.

19 hitp://www.hubeali.com/khutbat/Hadith-e-Tariq.pdf

20 AlQatara, vol. 2, pp. 64, Amali Mufeed 142, tradition 9, Bihar Volume 100, pp. 262, tradition 15,
Amali Tusi, 271, tradition 19.
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Mohammed bin Hassan reports from Mohammed bin Hassan al-Safar, who heard it from al-
Abbas bin Mahroof, who from Ali bin Mahzyar, who from Al-Hassan bin Saeed, who from
Hammad bin Isa, who from Ummer bin Azyana, who heard it from Zarrah and Bakeer and Fazeel
and Mohammed bin Muslim and Bareed bin Muawiya who said that he has heard from:

Mohammed Bagqir?s*s and Imam Jafar-e-Sadiq®s*s had said about a person who
belonged to one of the Muslim sects, Harrawiya or Marhaba and/or Usmania or
Qadari. But then he repented and recognised the ‘Just’ (Haq) Path and
corrected his belief. The question was asked what would happen to his Salat,
Soam, Zakaat and Hajj, which he had performed as per his previous beliefs.
Does he need to repeat all those acts of worship? They2s"s replied: He will have
to repay his Zakaat but there is no need to repeat the other acts of worship. This
is due to the fact that he has paid his Zakaat to non-deserving ones whereas the
real and legitimate recipients of the Zakaat will be those who adhere to ourasws
Wilayat.?'
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The Words of the Almighty "And keep up Salat and pay the poor-rate and
whatever good you send before for yourselves, you shall find it with Allah;
surely, Allah sees what you do" — VERSE 110
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Imam Hassan Al-Askari®Vs said: "And keep up Salat" by completing its
ablutions, and its Takbeers, and its standings, and its readings, and its bowings,
and its prostrations and its limits. "And pay the poor-rate” to the deserving
ones, not giving it to the infidels and the Nasibis.

The Messenger of Allahs@"W said: 'The giver of charity to our enemies is like a
thief stealing in the Kaaba'. "Whatever good you send before for
yourselves"(2:110) from the wealth that you spend in the obedience to Allah-22¥,
and if you do not have the wealth, the efforts you make for your believing
brothers, in gaining them some benefits or dispelling from them any losses.

21374 : =2z &8 e
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"you shall find it with Allah" Allah®2% will Give them benefits for the sake of
Mohammed=sa" and Ali@*¥s and their@%“s Progeny?“s and on the Day of
Judgment, will eradicate your sins and increase your good deeds, and will
Increase by them2s¥s your levels. He#% Said: "surely Allah sees what you do"
Knows, and there is nothing hidden from Him-32%, neither the apparent deeds nor
the hidden intentions. He®?" will Reward in accordance with your beliefs and
intentions, and He#" is not like the kings of this world who erroneously reward
some, or reward someone else for someone else's deeds, and defrauds some
others, for they do this due to their ignorance and give it to the undeserving one.

And the Messenger of Allah-??% said: 'The key to Salat is purification, and its
intention is Takbeer, and its conclusion is the salutations. And, Allah-?¥ does not
Accept the Salat without ‘Taharat’ purification, nor does He#?% accept charity
from the fraudster. The greatest in Salat is purification for He#" does not Accept
Salat without it, nor anything from deeds of obedience without the Mastership of
Mohammed=sa* for hesa"W s the Chief of the Messengers@"“s and the
Mastership of Ali@s%s and he?"s is the Chief of the Trustees, and the friendship
of theiras"s friends and the enmity of theiras¥s enemies.??

(A5 agle A La) & Jsuy 4 aS el Lo e )5l g e e Al )50 (a5 adde ) L) d) sy JB
-5 Plalb - daasiy l By 85 e @lallg gall allla o) aSedl Y L) Adllal) aSiabe 5 aSalua

The Messenger of Allah2% said: 'Fear Allah32%, O servants of Allah-32*! Remain
steadfast on what the Messenger of Allah@"" has ordered you from the Unity of
Allah®¥ and from the belief in the Prophet-hood of Mohammedsa", the
Messenger of Allah#?¥ and from having belief in the Mastership of Ali-@s¥s - the
Guardian from Allah?¥, and do not be proud of your Salat, and Fasts, and
past worship, for they will not benefit you if you were to go against the oath
and covenant. Whoever is faithful to it, will be dealt with faithfully, by the Grace
of Allah-22% will be given more. Whoever breaks it will incur loss on him and Allah-
azwj will take Revenge on him. Good deeds will only be of benefit when the ending
is good'.?3
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22 Tafseer Imam Hassan Askariesws, H. 318
23 |bid, H. 303
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The Holy Imam Hassan Al-Askari®"s said that with regard to the Zakaat, the
Messenger of Allahs®" said: The one who pays Zakaat to the deserving ones,
and performs Salat as per its limits, and does not invalidate them with any of his
actions, then he will appear on the Day of Judgment in a state which the others
will covet, and the breeze of Paradise will escort him to the high places to the
presence of the friends of Mohammed=®"W and his®@"W goodly and purified
progenyasws '

And the one who is miserly in the payment of Zakaat but Prays regularly,
his Salat remains captive in the sky until such time as he gives Zakaat.
However, as soon as he does that, his Salat ascends to the Throne like the riding
of a good horse.' Then, Allah-22% the Almighty will Say: 'Go to Paradise and keep
running until the Day of Judgment, and whatever distance you cover will all be for
you. Then it will keep running in such a way that it will cover the riding distance of
a whole year within a moment, and will keep doing so until the Day of Judgment,
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until such time as Allah?®? Wishes it to. Then all the space that has been
covered, and all that is on its left, right, above it and below it will be allocated to
the one who Prayed. And if he has been miserly in the payment of Zakaat then
the Order will be for the Salat to be returned back to the one who prayed, like an
old garment thrown at his face. And it will be said to him: 'O servant of God! What
will you do with this without that?' The companions of the Messenger of Allah-saww
said: 'By Allah! The condition of this person is very bad.’

The Messenger of Allah=s@"W said: 'Shall | inform you of one whose condition will
be worse than this?' They said: 'Yes, O Messenger of Allah-sa"W!' He"saww gaid: 'A
man attends the Jihad in the way of Allah-#** and gets killed, and the virgin
‘Houries’ eagerly wait for him, and the Trustees of Paradise also wait for his soul
to come to them, and the Angels of the sky and the Angels of the earth wait for
the descent of the ‘Houries’ towards him, but the Trustees of Paradise and the
Angels of the sky do not come near him. The Angels of the earth surprisingly ask:
'How come the virgin ‘Houries’ do not descend towards him? How come the
Trustees of Paradise do not come near him?'

There will then come a call from the seven heavens: 'O Angels! Look towards the
lower border of the sky!' They will look and see that the bearing of the witness of
this person of the Unity of Allah-##¥, his martyrdom, his faith in the Messenger of
AllahsawW  hjs Salat and his Zakaat and charity and other deeds are all captive
near the border of the sky, where they are being held from the East to the West
and from the North to the South. The Angels bearing the burden of these keep
calling: 'How come the doors of the sky are not opening for us so that we can
enter with the deeds of this martyr? Then, by the Order of Allah-32 the door will
be opened for them and a caller will cry out to these Angels: 'Enter according to
your abilities." They will not be able to do so with these deeds and say: 'O our
Lord! We are not able to with these deeds.'

Then a caller will call out on behalf of Allah22¥! O you Angels! These burdens are
not for you to bear but you will need the help of special rides which will take
these to higher levels of the Gardens.' The Angels will ask: 'O Lord! What rides?'
Allah-#2% will Say to them: 'What is it that you are carrying?' The Angels will say:
'His accepting Your Unity, and faith in your Prophetsa"¥' Allah-22% will Say to
them: 'Where is the love for Ali-@s¥s the brother of My Prophets2"W and the love for
the Pure Imams2s¥s$? These are the rides that will lift these deeds of his towards
the Gardens.'

The Angels will then look at the deeds of this person and will see that he does
not have the love for Ali@s%s [bn Abi Talib@¥s and his@%s purified Progenyasws
among his deeds, or enmity with his2s¥s enemies. Allah-2?¥ will Say to the Angels
bearing the deeds: 'Leave them for the rides, which can lift them, and return to
your places. And so these Angels will abandon these deeds and return to their
places.'

Then the caller of our Lord the Almighty will call out: 'O Angels of punishment,

give these to the flames of Hell for he has not brought with him the love of Ali-asws
and the best from his@s¥s progeny2sWs.'
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The Messenger of Allahs®W said: "The Angels of punishment will devour these
deeds and Allah?2% will Convert these deeds into burdens and afflictions
because they were not borne by the love of the Commander of the Faithful@s"s,
These Angels will call out to the deeds (enmity to Ali#sWs and friendship with his
asws enemies) and Allah the Almighty will convert these into the shape of black
snakes and crows with fire coming out of their mouths which will destroy all his
deeds and nothing will be left except for their friendship to the enemies of Ali-asws
and his fighting against his@*s friends which will both take him to Hell and this is
how his deeds will all be lost and his burdens and difficulties will be increased.
This is a worse condition than that of the one who does not give Zakaat but
keeps the Salat."*

One Must Follow an Imam=2s¥s Chosen by Allah-2zvi:
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A number of our people have narrated from Ahmad ibn Mohammed ibn Isa, who from lbn
Mahbub, who from ‘Abd Aziz al-Abdi, who from Abd Allah ibn Abu Yafur, who has said the
following:

Once, | said to Abu Abd Allah@s%s ‘| meet people and it increases my wonder
when | find people who do not consider you?Ws (Ahl Al-Bayt@s¥s) as their
guardians and Aimmah2s¥s2> put they consider so and so as their imam.
However, they are trustworthy, truthful and loyal. | also find people who consider
you?@Ws ag their guardians and Aimmah-2s¥s put are not trustworthy, loyal and
truthful.’

‘Abu Abd Allah-2sw¥s then leaned forward and sat in an upright position and turned
to me as if Imam@%“s got annoyed (with my comments) and said: ‘One who
follows the religion of Allah®2% under the guardianship of an unjust imam - who
does not possess Divine Authority, has no religion. One who follows the religion
of Allah-#?¥ under the guardianship of an Imam=2s*s - who is Just in his dealings
and possesses Divine Authority will suffer no negative effects.’

24 Tafseer Imam Hassan Askariasws, H. 39
25 | eader with Divine Authority
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| then asked: ‘Do these, in fact, have no religion, and those face no destruction?’
The Imam==s"s said: ‘That is correct. These have no religion and those face no
destruction.” Then the Imam@s¥s said: ‘Have you not heard the Words of Allah-
azwi ‘Allah is the Guardian of the believers and He who takes them out of
darkness into light...(2:227). It means that He#?" Takes them out of darkness
of sins and into the light of repentance and forgiveness because of their love for
and their being under the guardianship of the Just Aimmah-2s¥s who possess the
Divine Authority. Allah®?¥ has also said: ‘The Devil is the guardian of those
who deny the Truth and he leads them from light to darkness....(2:257).
The meanings (of this verse) are that they were obviously in the light of Islam but
when they accepted the guardianship and the leadership of every unjust imam
who possessed no authority from Allah-22%, their guardianship took them out of
the light of Islam to the darkness of disbelief. Allah 2" then Made it necessary
for them to suffer in fire along with the unbelievers: ‘.....these are the dwellers
of hell wherein they will live forever (2:257).%6
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Imam Jafar-e-Sadiq?s¥s was asked about the words of Allah-22%, that Allah-22% did
not Create the jinn and mankind except to worship, Imam=2s"s replied: Allah-32%
Created them and told them to worship Him#?¥, The narrator says, then | asked
him-2s"s about the words of Allah?¥ ‘If thy Lord had so willed, He could have
made mankind one people: but they will not cease to dispute...I will fill Hell
with jinns and men all together’. (The narrator said): This means that all
people have been created for disagreement. Imam=2s"s replied, no, rather Allah-
azwj has Created people to perform those deeds which qualifies them to succeed
in the Hereafter.

It is also referred to Imam Jafar-e-Sadig=s+s that Imam Hussain-=s» went to his
companions and addressed them: O People, Allah-=zv has created human beings
for the purpose that they should get Allah-ezvi‘s ‘Muarafat’ (recognition), once they
recognise Him-=sws then they will start worshiping Him-=sws and when they start
worshiping Him-=sws_ only then they will reject all that which is other than Him-asws,
One person asked Imam-=sws what are the meanings of ‘Muarafat’ of Allah-=2v?
Imam-sws replied: It is to recognise the Imam-sw of their time, (who is present) in
every era, and to consider his=sws Wilayat compulsory on them.?’

The Best Ibada is the Submission to Ahl Al-Bayt2s¥s:
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26 Al-Kafi, vol. 1, H. 965, h.3.
27 Tafseer Magbool Ahmed, Pg. 1049, Jisafcdtial 5 glall gladle (b9 13 1 &Lalldle,
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It is narrated from Imam Abu Abd Allah®"s: There is an act of worship which is
more rewarding than the other worshiping acts but submission ‘s’ to Ahl Al-
Bayt@s¥s js above all kinds of ‘Ibada’ (worshiping).2
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It is narrated from Imam Hassan Al-Askari@"s that ‘Ibada’ is not reflected from
the excessive offerings of Salat and keeping Soam but instead pondering on the
‘Amr Allah’.3% In several traditions, Masomeen-2ss have said: We are ‘Amr Allah’
(Authority of Allah-32%), see for example:
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A number of our people have narrated from Ahmad ibn Mohammed ibn Abu Nasr, who from
Mohammed ibn Humran, who from Aswad ibn Said, who said the following:

‘Once | was in the presence of (Imam) Abu Jafar@%s, He said, ‘We?"“s are the
doors to Allah@2%, We3s¥s gre the tongues of Allah-#2¥, We=2s¥s are the face of
Allah-a2%i, \We-2s%s gre the eyes of Allah@2% in His#2" people. We2s"s are the ‘Amr
Allah’ (Authority of Allah-22%) among His#2" servants.?'

(29:45) 5 G ol g 58T o 5y Sy ovsindl oo g5 il By bl o385 i e Sy ol 6

Recite that which has been revealed to you of the Book and keep up Salat;
surely Salat keeps (one) away from indecency and evil, and certainly the
remembrance of Allah is the greatest, and Allah knows what you do.
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28 Al-Qatara, vol. 3, pg. 69, Al-Mahasen, vol. 1, pg. 150. ‘
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30 Al-Qatara, vol. 4, pg. 430.
31 Al-Kafi, vol. 1, pg. 113, H355, Ch. 23, h. 7.
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Once Saad-e-Khafa asked from Imam Mohammed Bagqiras%¥s, O Mola! Does the
Quran speak? Imam=2s¥s smiled at him and said, may Allah??" Protect our
devout but infirm Shias. O Saeed! (not only Quran) but Salat also talks as it has
a face and body, it issues commands to act upon and issues warnings to evade
sins. Saeed said: | became very nervous after listening to this and | thought |
would not be able to share this information with anyone. Imam-2s*s further added,
no one is able to comprehend this except our Shias. He who does not recognise
the true essence of Salat would certainly deny our rights. O Saeed! Shall |
narrate it to you from the Holy Quran? | replied, yes, please tell me, may Allah-
azwi'g ‘Salawat’ be upon you@s"s. Imam-2*s recited the following Verse (29:45):
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And then added, that the gdﬁenialﬂ is Salat’s status where as ‘),'5333\} L33 refers to
specific persons. And (551 4 2535) refers to us@*s, the Ahl Al-Bayt®** and we-
asws gre (OX)) and the most exalted Ibada is the ‘Zikr’.32

In Tafseer-e-Safi, it is written that )'5323\3 i refers to the number ‘One’ and the
number ‘Two’ as they were the symbol of filth and corruption. The real Salat is
that which would liberate one from their friendship and association.

Amir Al-momineen?"s says in the Sermon of ‘Mairafat-e-Norania’, the intrinsic
means of s3all 81533 gre submission to my2s%s Wilayat. Thus, whoever adhered
to our Wilayat has indeed established Salat but it is extremely difficult to achieve
it3* In another sermon, Amir Al-momineen?®"“s says: Only those have
established ‘Salat’ who adhered to my Wilayat.3°

Amir-ul-momineen?"s says in sermon of ‘Iftikharia’: ‘Anna Sahib-e-Salat’
meaning Salat belongs to me.3® There are numerous places where Masomeen-
asws have said, we®W"s gre the ‘Salat’, the ‘Soam’, the ‘Hajj’ of a momin, for
example?’
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Zara narrates from Imam Jafar-e-Sadig@"s: ‘The Salat which Allah?$"s has
asked you to safeguard is: Mohammed=sa"W, Ali-@asws (Syeda) Fatima?s%s, Hassan"

32 Pg. 976, Magbool Ahmed, Al-kafi, 598 : =2z AWl

33 33l 8l 5 in Quran is at several places, i.e., 2:117, 9:18, 21:73, 24:37

34 http://www.hubeali.com/khutbat/The%20Sermon%200f%20Recognition%200f%20Noor.pdf
35 Hadith-e-Noorania, Bahrul Moarif, Nahjul Israr, vol. 1, pg, 88.

36 http://www.hubeali.com/khutbat/Sermon%200f%20Glorification.pdf

87 Sermon, Nahjul Israr, vol. 1, pg, 148.
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asws gnd Hussain@s“s, \Whereas the Salat-e-Wusta ‘=5 5§ is Amir Al-Momineen-
asws - And ‘G b )58 5 means obedient to the Imam-e-Masomeen-asws 38

In another tradition, Imam-=2s"s says3°:
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O Dawood! We™3s*s gre meant by the word ‘Al-Salat’, in the Book of Allah2¥ and
We2asws gre the ‘Al-Zakaat’ and We="s are ‘Al-Soam’ and We=¥s are ‘Al-Hajj’
and We=s"s gre the ‘Shaher Al-Haram’ (the Sacred City), We=s"s are the ‘Qabh
tul Allah’ and We2s"s are the ‘Qibla-tu-Allah’ regarding this Allah?2" Says:

(2:115) i oty 0 By o 5 18 15 b oy 5,21

And We3%s gre His@#% ‘Ajyat’ (Al-Verses) and We?s"s are His?¥ ‘Al-Bainat’
(Statements). Our enemies in the Book of Allah-??% have been called with the
names of:
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(Amir-ul-momineen says?*¢) The indecency, the denial of Just, the evil and the
oppression, the wine, the gambling and the idols and the supporters of the
cruellest, the idols ‘Jibt-Taqoot™? and the death and the swine (the names of the
enemies of Ahl Al-Bayt@sws).

O Dawood! Allah-®?% Created us?s*s and blessed us?"s with the elevated status
and then He?® was benevolent to our?@“s manners and preferred us (over
everything else) and made us?"“s custodians of His#¥ treasures and all that
which is in the skies and in the land, and He#*% has named those who turned
against us in His®#" book, And He#?" ascribed most elevated names to us?s"s
as ‘nicknames’ in the Book as well as gave ‘nicknames’ to our enemies in His-32%
Book, which are the most hateful names. The followers of our enemies were also
called with hateful nicknames.

38Tafseer-e-AlAaishe, vol. 1, pg. 128
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3 OARA 82429 0a 1 g S Meaning Abu Bakr and Ummer, as per a traditjon of Imamasws, 40
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In another tradition, Imam Jafar-e-Sadiq?s"s Says:
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It is narrated from Imam Abu Abd Allah=s¥s: We are the origin of every good;
from us emanate all the branches of benevolence to bless what is on the earth.
We are the ‘Toushed™', the ‘Salat’, the ‘Soam’, the suppression of anger and the
best forgiver of the offenders and the mercy for the poor and the neighbour and
the recognition of the favour promised to His people. Whereas our enemies are
the origin of all evils and from them stem the branches of all ugliness, the atrocity
and the deceit and lying, the distortion of just, the stinginess and the arrogance,
the devouring usury and the appropriation of the orphan's property without right
and surpassing the established limits of Allah-22¥,

They are the ones who are always preparing to commit atrocities against just (to
fulfil their dirty desires). They are the offspring of adultery and the evil and noting
executed from them but the filth and evil and falsehood all what agreed with that
from the ugly and lying. These are the ones who always hang out as an offshoot
of our enemies.*?

Aza (Grief for Masomeen2s"s) is an lbadah:
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Al-Husayn ibn Muhammad an Muhammad ibn Yahya all have narrated from Ali ibn Muhammad
ibn Sa'd from Muhammad ibn Muslim from Muhammad ibn Sa’id ibn Ghazwan from Ali ibn al-
Hakam from ‘Umar ibn Aban from ‘Isa ibn Abu Mansur who has said the following:

‘I heard Abu ‘Abd Allah@¥s saying, ‘A breath with a sigh of concern and sadness
due to injustice done to us@"s is Tasbih*® and one’s concern about our?aWs
cause is worship, his concealing our secret is Jihad.’

“‘Muhammad ibn Sa’id told me to write it down with gold. | then did not write
anything better than that.’#

41 Monotheism

42 Bihar-ul-Anwar, vol 24, pg. 303, chapter 66, hadith 15.
43 Speaking of the glory of Allah

44 Al-Kafi, vol. 2, H 2268, CH 94, h 16
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Worship Allah and be Kind to the Spiritual Fathers:

(4:36)...... Bl 3IgILs G 4 18,55 g d 15015

Worship Allah without ascribing any partner to Him and be favourable to
your parents.
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Jafar bin Mohammed bin Saeed al-Hamsi Munaana narrated from Imam Jafar-e-
Sadig@V¥s that in the verse (4:36) ‘Waladaen’ (fathers) means Rasool Allah-sa"W
and Aliasws, And Al-Hassan?@s¥s and Al-Hussain@sV¥s gre next of the kin. 4°

46&&;).‘\.«;&_\1@@‘@)47&&%'ml‘zd).xéb;;SM’q\frﬁxgt,&z-wf}ﬁd\-@j

Imam Musa-e-Kazim?@s%s said: The reward of one’s Salat’s is proportional to

one’s respect and submission to both of his/her fathers ‘Mohammed-=s2*" and Ali-
asws 47

(2:153) Guplalt ao 1 &y 35ally el 1 shemicn 15T Gl G5

O you who believe! seek assistance through patience and prayer; surely
Allah is with the patient.

In the sermon of ‘Moarafat-e-Norania’ Amir-ul-momineen?%“s says: ‘O Salman!
Allah-a2%, said: "Do not seek Allah?2¥‘s help but through patience and Salat: It is
indeed hard except for those who possess a humble spirit." "Patience" is
Mohammedsa"W and "Salat" is my2s¥s Wilayat. Thus, that is why Allah-32% has
declared that it is indeed hard ?° to comprehend these attributes. In truth, my
‘guardianship’ is perplexing/confusing for all but those who have a humble spirit.
Thus Allah-***i made my Wilayat easier only for those who have ‘humble
spirits’.48

(10:4) ....... Lrdy cBCah 15y 1557 G
Those who believed and made the virtuous with the justice
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45 Tafseer-e-Furat, pg. 51. 104- 94- il s

46 Bihar, vol. 23, ch. 65, pg. 260

260 : =231z sVl

47 Al-Qatara, vol. 3, pg. 31.

48 http://www.hubeali.com/khutbat/The%20Sermon%200f%20Recognition%200f%20Noor.pdf
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It is narrated from Imam Musa Bin Jaafaras¥s that Allah22¥ in the Verse:

By the figs and the olive Means Al-Hassan¥s and Al-Hussain@¥s and by Mount
Sina Means Ali#"s bin Abi Talib®s%s and by the secure city Means Mohammed-
saww_  \We have created the human in the best of moulds, then we returned him to
the lowest status with his hatred of the Commander of the believers2as¥s except
those who believed and submitted to the virtuous Ali@s%s bin Abi Talib@s¥s yet he"
la still denies, O Mohamed-sa"%! Ali@s%s bin Abi Talib2s¥s's wilayat.*

(10:9) ol s 36891 402 e 6, 2AGY 1) 2 SUa 15kabg 15T Gl )

Surely, (as for) those who believe and do good, their Lord will guide them
by their faith; there shall flow from beneath them rivers in gardens of bliss.

A2 2 AN Bt o all B2 O b B2 S 3 s o pelE B gl 08 B G sl 022 8 e
Lies U iy e of Jo s D6y e e Jge S e i i 32 e e e o
G L Lo 70y 5 02 T Gt Gl 5 15 Tl 0870y 5083 T G St i 0 g3 B T OF G L8

58 g e b g s 06 5 e F g s 18 gl ol 50Tl B ik 5 5 e B 0yt 2as

¢ ol 3 Bl 341G g Lis T W Gt G TG (pih 183 5 Bl
In the explanation of the above verse, Imam Ali#"s narrated on behalf of Rasool
Allah-saww that Prophet said: O Alil wiaiza ke ;1540 530 &) (Those who believe and do good
deeds) in the verse, is referred to You2*s and your Shias.%0

Recite Salawat upon Listening to the ‘Ism’>' of Allah:

@Ab&Jwtujs\wL\d’J}»JJUQM.U\M’Mdm\wfdbjhd&fw;’dM‘U}J.AS'-:)::;LC
3 GG i sl ElB Wk ds ds 5 B d SR JB Jul a6 g 2 S WD T g 55 up
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Ali bin Mohammed has narrated from Ahmad ibn al-Hussain, who from Ali ibn al-Rayyan, who
from Ubayd Allah ibn Abd Allah al-Dehqgan, who has said the following:

Once | was in the service of Imam Abu Al-Hassan?s"¢ agl-Reza?Ws and he3asWs
asked me: ‘What is the meaning of verse:

(87:15) Jiab o5 41 5533
And he mentioned his Lord’s Ism (Name) and offered his Salat (87-15).
| said: ‘Whenever he remembered the ‘Ism’ of his Lord, he stood up and prayed.’
Imam-sws said to me: ‘If so, Allah- had burdened him heavily, but this would be

going beyond limits (of that which can be accomplished). | then said: ‘May | be
your ransom, how it is then? The Imam=s replied: Whenever he

49304 1 4= 3z
50 Ali fil Quran, 195 183 : U= 16 : ¢ Ailldilug
51 Masomeens*s are the Ism of Allah
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remembered/recited the Ism (name) of Allah®%, he sent ‘Salawat’ on
Mohammed-sa»» and Alay Mohammed-=w52 The Masomeen-=s are the ‘lsm’
Allah-a2wi,

AT 5 A S 3all csmg s I LTJB 0o ¥ 5 IST o 2 ¥ pgwo 0 5 eag i il 22 Do o 5B JB
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In a discussion with Imam Abu Jafar?@“s Taus Yamani asked Imam=2s*s: (Please)
inform me about that Salat which one can offer without Wusu (Ablution) and
about that Soam (Fast) in which food intake is not forbidden? Imam-2s*s replied:
The Salat which can be offered without Wusu is sending Salawat on Mohammed-
saww and Alay Mohammed2s¥s, And the Fast in which food intake is not forbidden
was the Fast of Silence, which Mary-2s pledged to observe.3&5

Refraining from Remembering ‘4 ,¥ ‘Ghair Allah’ in Salat:

(2:173) sy S5 0 &y il 4y 508 26 ¥ &b;&,h.o\ o ﬁsa.,y\ Gs ,,J-\ oF5 sl daad S w55 Gy

He has only forbidden you what dies of itself, and blood, and flesh of
swine, and that over which any other (name) than (that of) Allah has been
invoked; but whoever is driven to necessity, not desiring, nor exceeding
the limit, no sin shall be upon him; surely Allah is Forgiving, Merciful.

Anything carried out for ‘Ghair Allah’ will not be accepted, however, with the
exception of intoxicants which Allah®2% says: ‘| will Accept it as he has saved
himself from destruction’.%®
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And they did not prostrate to Adam="s, hes was the direction for them in which
they prostrated to Allah?¥ the Almighty, and there was a mark of reverence of
his® majesty. It does not befit anyone to prostrate to anyone other than Allah-
azwj or to be sincere to him like being sincere to Allah-??%, and to reverence to
him by prostrating to him like revering to Allah-22% 56

Jlesl Ogzb il i) Ll (3 lshae W8T U35 (eodke Sl WAloslT ) 1) Jamr 0 pien T ST (CUIS)) 2 frgie ) J6
el Gl el b Jo IS gl ol U Ol Y gl sl Nyl ledal Ol ) e 8 O B eand
Bt Y} ) Y} ‘6’ icled (,.é_ﬁal? N c\jzz.{réyb @L{} O RV ré,U& [)lf()l;.ﬂ o e - LAJ) Jdls ] Je

52 Usool-e-Kafi, vol. 5, ch.20, h. 18 (U), al-Kafi, Vol. 2, H. 3164, Ch. 20, h. 18. (E) : ,=2: ¢z AWl
495

53329 : 4= 2z zlaiay

54 [Shakir 19:26] So eat and drink and refresh the eye. Then if you see any mortal, say: Surely |
have vowed a fast to the Beneficent Allah, so | shall not speak to any man today.

55 Manla Yazar ul Faqi, vol. 4, H. 5762-10

56 Tafseer Imam Hassan Askariasws, H. 265- alall Juzé <3,
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Allah-22¥ the Almighty Says: "Thus" As some of them renounce some of them
"will Allah show them their deeds to be intense regret to them" (2:165-167)
and that they had worked in the world for other than Allah-32". They will see that
others who had worked for Allah##¥ have received great Rewards from Allah-32%,
and they will look at themselves and see that they do not have any Rewards with
them as their efforts were for other than Allah-®2%, or they had carried out their
deeds in a manner, other than the way Allah- 2" had Ordered them to perform.>’

Masomeen2s*s are Not & s ‘Ghair Allah-22%’:

S 3 G Vs O gy iy 5805 kB Oslokis by i G 1 OF gy bty B 0938 Gl &y
(4:151) Gogh 0136 5 281 63315 s G301 44 Syl (4:150)

Surely those who disbelieve in Allah and His messengers and (those who)
desire to make a distinction between Allah and His messengers and say:
We believe in some and disbelieve in others, and desire to take a middle
course. Surely, they are truly unbelievers, and We have prepared for the
unbelievers a disgraceful chastisement.

i 48T g ane Al S5 LLall feall 5 ol 5 ) e ol el L s Uy oy Helr O] U M e 3 AT S 3
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In the interpretation of the above Verse, a hadith-e-Kudsi is quoted in Tafseer-e-
Qumi that if a person comes to yous@"" (O Prophet) and denies your good words
and rejects the Divine Instructions and does not accept him=2sws (Ali-asWs) surely
his lies have wronged him. And saying that those who disbelieve in Allah-?2% and
His messengers2s*s, and they want to make a distinction between Allah-#?¥ and
His messengers@s“s and say: We believe some and disbelieve in others. They
acknowledged the Messenger of Allahs@"W but denied the Amir-ul-momineen-asws
(Commander of the faithful) and want to make a way in between (what has been
revealed) those are the truly unbelievers.%8
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In a letter (Touqi Mubarak), Imam-e-Zaman-@f, says: ‘O Allah#?¥ there is no
difference between You?#% and Mohammeds®" and Aaly-Mohammed-2s"s
except that You -#2% are their@s"s Creator and they2s*s are the Creation. They2s"s
are the rulers on masses as nominated by You-32%.5°

A superficial look at some holy verses of Quran, as per approach of those who
thought that they have no need for Ahadith and the Holy Quran is sufficient for

57 |bid, H. 340
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their salvation, i.e., the followers of Abul-Wahab, would often quote the Verse of
Sura-e-Alhamd:

‘Oeaind A5 33 AU and emphasise ‘Thee (alone) we worship; Thee (alone) we
ask for help’, while conveniently rejecting all those Verses which allow for the
help of intercessors (e.g., 5:35, 21:28, 2:255, 20:109). Similarly, a large number
of Verses which have been revealed in the recognition and praise of Pious
Family Tree, Ahl Al-Bayt?®s¥s, Prophet's progeny?"s, and in condemnation of
some families and their lineage, are completely ignored by them.

In brief, Masomeen?"“s have Instructed us to worship the Lord#®% of the
Universe and have demonstrated to us by worshiping their@s“s Lord?2%. In the
ritual of the worship, i.e., Salat, the Words of Allah (as revealed in holy Verses)
reminds us of the Ahl Al-Bayt#*s, and their elevated status. For example, when
we further recite Sura-e-Alhamd, asiall Lijall Gaal we are reminded of Ahl Al-
Bayt-aSWS:

(15:41) g (6 bij 1s J6

Rasool Allah*2"¥ said: The meaning of the above Verse is: The path which leads
to Ali-#s¥s is the ‘Sirat-e-Mustageem’.5°

(3:51) pudind bl 148 85450 1K 35 A Oy

Surely, Allah is my Lord and your Lord, therefore serve Him; this is the
right path.®?
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Salman Farsi™ (Salman-e-Mohammadi) narrates from Prophets2"W as part of a
long tradition, that the ‘Sirat-e-Mustageem’ (the Straight-Path) which Allah-32%
has Mentioned in the above Verse refers to Amir-ul-momineen?@ws 62 Also, it is
narrated by Ibne Abbas that the Prophets@W said: O Ali, you®%“s are the
authentic Way to Allah??¥, Sirat-e-Mustageem and you are the Yasoob-ul-
Momaneen (Criteria to separate).53

Worship and the Tauheed:

(30:30) byalis ¥ o 58T 505 ol 2 G5 o gl s ¥ @l 1 b 1 o Bl s o gy 230

60 Tafseer-e-Furat, pg. 81.

61 Tafseer-e-Furat, pg. 81.
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63 Ali-fil-Quran, pg. 69, quotes Showahid al-Tanzeal, vol. 1, pg. 85/58.
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Then set your face upright for religion in the right state-- the nature made
by Allah in which He has made men; there is no altering of Allah’s creation;
that is the right religion, but most people do not know.%*
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Allah®®i has created mankind on His??% nature. Imam Ali Reza?¥s says:
This is La-e-laha llullah Mohammed-ur-Rasool Allah=sa"W Ali Amir-ul-momineen-
asws _And this is Tauheed!®®

Who Do we Worship in Salat:
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Once Sadeer said to Imam Jafar-e-Sadiq@Vs, that a certain group of people
believes that you?%s (Aimmah2s*s) are ‘Allahiya’ - worthy of worshiping, as they
read to us from the Holy Quran: ‘It is He Who is Lord in heaven and Lord on
earth; and He is full of Wisdom and Knowledge’ (43:84). Imam2s“s said: ‘O
Sadeer, my hearing, my sight, my skin, my flesh, my blood and my hair all
disdain such people, and Allah-2?% also disdains them. They do not follow my-2s"s
religion and the religion of my2s*s ancestors?s"s. | say by Allah22¥, Allah22" will
not Place me?Ys with them on the Day of Resurrection. The only thing from
Allah-a2% to them will be His®" Wrath. | (the narrator) then said: ‘Among us
there is a group of people who believe that you@s"s are messengers and they
read to us from the Holy Quran: ‘O messengers, eat of the good thing and do
righteousness; surely | know the thing you do (23:51).

The Imam®¥s said: O Sadir, my hearing, my sight, my skin, my flesh, my blood
and my hair all disdain such people, and Allah-?2% and His Messengersa"V also
disdain them. They do not follow my2s¥s religion and the religion of my-asws
ancestors@W“s, By Allah-22%, Allah-22% will not place me2s¥s with them on the Day
of Judgment. The only thing from Allah-2?% toward them will be His#?* Anger.

| (the narrator) then asked: What are you@“s then? The Imam=2s¥s said: We?asws
are the treasures of the knowledge of Allah22¥. We=2s¥s gre the translators of the
Commands of Allah#2¥, We are Infallible Ones2s%s, Allah-??% has Commanded
people to obey us?V%s and prohibited them from disobeying us?s"s, \We?2s¥s gre

64 Sur-e-Rome Ayath-30
65 (Bihar V.3, P.277; Tafseer-E-Qummi V.2, P.154; Al-Managqib V.3. P.101)
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well advocated Divine Authority over all that is below the Heavens and above the
Earth.56

We also say in Ziarat-e-Imam="s:
oS Lieze 5 WMo Uyl Ll o5l 5 g5 o

‘You are the elevated Noor which is surrounding us when we offer Salat and
through you is our salvation.’®”

Background to Salat Part ll-Exoteric (Zahir) Salat

In Salat part |, we have made an attempt to introduce the esoteric (Batin) aspect
of Salat. Ahadith dealing with issues related to performing Salat, its
prerequisites, timings, what mistakes are allowed and what makes Salat invalid,
are included in Salat Part Il. However, some background to the importance of
Salat part I, where its exoteric (Zahir) is given below:

Faith is Worthless unless One Acts upon what He Believes
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Al-Haitham Al-Tamimi says that Abu Abdullah®*%s said: ‘O Mithm Al-Tamimi!
Those people who superficially believe but disbelieve from their hearts will not
get any benefits (from their faith). However, those who believe from hearts but do
not practice it will not get any benefit either. Therefore, one has no belief if it's
only exoteric (Zahir) unless he also has it esoterically (Batin) and similarly one
has no faith if its only esoteric (Batin) without having it exoterically executed
(demonstrating it).%8

The Intention in Salat - the Niaya:

As mostly quoted in basic Salat books that one needs to recite before starting
Salat a Niaya sentence, i.e., ‘| offer salat of ‘Fajr two Rakat’ Qurbatin....” This
prerequisite is not found the traditions of Masomeen-2s¥s rather a simple Niaya in
one’s own mind is considered sufficient; see for example the following traditions:

fmjw,\,u}J)Ls;'“;ud\o\g\wu;wa\w\quuwjﬂuwu.uwfu\j(,Mwm)ﬂ»ywuw
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66 Al-Kafi, vol. 1, H. 6, pg. 228. 270 : =1 : ¢z AW
67 Bihar-ul-Anwar, vol. 91, pg. 38
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Abu Ja'far?@Vs has said, 'lf you forget to perform al-Zuhr until you perform al-Asr,
then remember in the middle of Salat or after you complete a Salat consider it to
be the first one (al-Zuhr which was missed) and then recite the al-Asr Salat.®®
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(Amir-ul-momineen says@"s) Do not turn away your attention in Salat. Allah®
will Say to the servant who turns his attention away in Salat: ‘Be with Me, My
servant, | am certainly better for you than that which your are turning to’.7°
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And when the servant diverts his attention from the Salat, Allah-#?¥ Says to him:
'O My22W servant! Where is your purpose? And from Whom do you seek? Do
you want another Lord?2%? Or want a Protector other than Me#**? Or some
other Forgiver? 1% am the Most Forgiving, and the Most Gracious, and the Best
Giver. I#% will Give to you Rewards which are beyond your imagination, so pay
attention towards Me?2" and I-#¥ will Give you My-32% Attention, and the Angels
will also turn their attention towards you'.

If he pays attention, then his sins that were committed due to negligence pass
away from him, and if he diverts away again, then Allah-#2" Speaks to him again,
and then his sins of negligence pass away from him again. When he turns away
for the third time, Allah-22% Speaks to him again, and Accepts his Salat from him,
and Forgives his previous sins. When he diverts his attention away for the fourth
time, Allah??% Turns away from him and the Angels turn away from him and
Says: 'Due to your turning away, O servant of Mine??¥, |-%2% have Turned
away'.”!

69 See hadith in section ‘The One who Goes to Sleep Before Offering Salat or Forgets’
70 hitp://www.hubeali.com/khutbat/Sermon%200f%20Glorification.pdf
7 |bid, H. 320
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