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Saving Lives: Blood Transfusion and Transplant

Summary:

A man asked the 6th Imam=2s¥s whether a man who has lost a tooth can find a
tooth from a dead person and have it fixed in place of his lost tooth. Yes,
Imam said.

The issues of saving lives through advanced medical procedures, i.e., blood
transfusion and organ donation/transplant, have been discussed at length
during the last thirty years, initially meeting with some scepticism, but
gradually finding their acceptability into our society, particularly when the
advances in the medical techniques demonstrated how precious lives could
be saved by providing several examples from around the globe. However,
their permissibility based on ethical and/or religious grounds has not only
been controversial among Muslims but also found similar resistance in some
of the other religions, e.g., Christianity, Judaism, and Hinduism. From
Muslim's point of view, most of the Sunnis/Shias, who follow
unorthodox/rational school of thought (aqal, ijma, giyas, ijtihad etc.), relied on
the fatwa of their Muftis and Maraja. Whereas little evidence from the Quran
and traditions was sought, besides quoting a few Quranic verses in its support
or rejection.

In this article, an attempt has been made to review the Quranic Verses in the
light of Masomeen-asws’s traditions, which are usually quoted on this topic
alongside the traditions of the Infallibles@"s, It is worth mentioning that this is
a preliminary attempt on this subject, and further work is needed to include
other references from the Ahadith of Ahlul Bait-asws, which we were unable
to incorporate due to our lack of knowledge and understanding at the time of
writing this document. It is worth mentioning that the content of the article is
specific for the followers of the twelve Imami Shia school of thought (orthodox,
traditionalists, the adherents of Masomeen-2sws)!,

Background:

It is important to first understand why we get ill. From where does the illness
come, and who is the healer? Once infected, how to bear discomfort and how
to look after those who are suffering from an illness? And how and for what
time period may one attend to a patient? Prior to discussing the main issue, it
would be useful to first review traditions of Masomeen2s"s about the factors
leading to serious illness, and hence are the precursors to those conditions
under which one requires consideration of blood transfusion/organ
transplantation:

I Also referred to in the literature as ‘ Akhbaris’
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My father told me that he heard it from Saad bin Abdullah, who from Ahmed bin Abi Abdullah
Barqi, who from a number of narrators referred to Imam Jafar-e-Sadiqg2s%s:

During the time of earlier generations, a ‘Tabeeb’ (doctor) would be called
‘Muallag’ (reliever). Hazrat Musa bin Imran-2s prayed to Allah-2?%: ‘O My Lord!
Please enlighten me from where does the disease orginate? Allah-22% replied:
‘It comes from Me’. Hazrat Musa®® then asked: ‘From where comes its
treatment’? Allah®? replied: ‘From Me?#"'. Hazrat Musa®s asked: ‘Then
why do people go to a ‘ Muallag’ (doctor)? Allah-32% replied: ‘To get comfort
and peace of mind’. That is why a doctor is called ‘Muallag’ the reliever of
anxiety and provider of comfort to the sufferer.?

Hazrat Amir-ul-Momineen®%s once said: ‘Before troubles attack you, you
should deflect their onslaught, as they strike people in the form of waves (one
after another) through the recitation of prayers. And said, towards a Momin
(true follower), difficulties come with even more strength and in their most
severe forms, similar to the water which falls from a mountain’s top. At that
instance, nothing but prayers can shield him, so regularly make supplications
so that you are protected from troubles.?

e Al S #1580 1 5283 5 B 5IL &0 5al 1 shas 5 A8Mall il sk s J6

Amir-ul-Momineen-2*s said: Defend your faith in Allah2% with the help of
charity. Protect your wealth with the aid of Zakat. Let the supplications guard
you from calamities and disasters.*

Aaially G300 1 il ¢ 06 5

Amir-ul-Momineen2s"s: If you want to pray to Allah??¥ for better means of
subsistance, then first give something in charity.®

d&&)mua\ucw)bwmucmqau&:duw\ucm\&eﬂ\}\wu_\c
l.@_\);}aé\lcu}cﬂdu\ i’ /UUG&A\}\uu)uSwﬂ&m\uij}uu\ug
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Imam Mohammed Baqir®s*s said, during the life of Hazrat Ibrahim= sudden
death would fall on people, without any prior signs of a disease. Hazrat
Ibrahim2s prayed to Allah??¥: ‘Please bring upon people disease before they
die so that one would take the reward of observing patience before dying
while others benefit from counselling him to observe patience and provide

2 [lul Sharaia, Chapter 304, Tradition 1,

304- Lk cuddall e Lelal e i) Aladl

3 Rub-ul-Hiat, pg. 480.

4 Nahjul Balagha, saying no. 146 (Urdu), no. 145 (English): http://www.nahjulbalagha.org/sayings.php
5 Nahjul Balagha, saying no. 137 (Urdu), no. 136 (English): http://www.nahjulbalagha.org/sayings.php
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means to relieve them of their pain. Thus Allah-2?¥ first sent down the fever
followed by the other diseases.®
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Imam Abu Abullah?s¥s said: Fever is the precursor to death, which is Allah-
azwi'g prison on earth and is the protector of a ‘Momin’’ from the fire of the Hell
(as his sins would be erased through sufferings).®

&u}mwM\JM@\wwwm\&J\_\Juad@_uus\_u@a\wi
unuﬁuabﬂ\uyu\uaa»\dyjd\adb&_)m@\ucf\;un‘d.m;‘;ﬂ
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Rasool Allahs#"W" said: An accidental death would reduce the sins of a
‘Momin’ but is a severe punishment for a Kafir (non-beliverer).®

u}mwjﬁ\db&u)l\usmhwésusaﬁj\dmwm\usu_a&wm
@Jﬂ\ulaﬂbl_ul\}aw

Imam Ali Raza?*" said: Most of our friends (followers) quickly die from
stomach-related diseases.®

y\d\&d\ﬁmhu:;)ucwmjmusu\jmusM\wmusu_:muqdm
@mdm‘}[@\‘j\a\_md&\u ZZ\LUS.\‘;.L\JLJA}AMU\&JSSA

Imam Mohammed Bagqir@"s said: A ‘Momin’ will suffer from all sorts of
afflictions and die from all possible causes but will never commit suicide.’

&&\mh\;ﬂhd\ﬁ)usq\ucu&uq%jucquuﬂd\ucJLUU.IA.\A;
é\.‘uﬂb&u}e@bu}m}b)&u}mmd&wﬂ\u }d\
‘_Abu‘m\ )S\Jc_\mqyjmhalbu}m

Imam Abu Abdullah®*%s said: A ‘Momin’ may die from all types of disasters,
including drowning, getting buried under rubble (collapse buildings), being
attacked by a beast, or being struck by lightning. However, he will not be
affected by any of these disasters while engaged in the remembrance of
Allah-azwj 12

¢ Al-Kafi, Kitabul AlJanaiz, Chp. 1, h. 1 (Urdu, vol.1. Faro, pp. 270)
md&uww}d\u\juﬂ\dhub )Jb;l\&_\bs

7 True believer, the follow of Imam Ali asws and 12 Imams (i.e., traditionalist, orthodox, Akhbari)
8 Al-Kafi, Kitabul AlJanaiz, Chp. 1, h. 3 (Urdu, vol.1. Faro, pp. 270)

9 Al-Kafi, Kitabul AlJanaiz, Chp. 1, h. 5 (Urdu, vol.1. Faro, pp. 270)

10 Al-Kafi, Kitabul AlJanaiz, Chp. 1, h. 6 (Urdu, vol.1. Faro, pp. 270)

" Al-Kafi, Kitabul AlJanaiz, Chp. 1, h. 8 (Urdu, vol.1. Faro, pp. 270)

12 Al-Kafi, Kitabul AlJanaiz, Chp. 1, h. 9 (Urdu, vol.1. Faro, pp. 270)
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It is narrated from Imam AbuAbullah-2s¥s that Allah-#% may engulf a ‘Momin’ in
all sorts of calamities and would make him die from all types of deaths but will
never inflict him from the loss of ‘Agl''3. Hazrat Ayub2%’s children, wealth and
all dependents were targetted by Iblis*™@ but Prophet®’s ‘Aql’ was protected
from being overtaken by Iblis*@. This is due to the fact that Hazrat Ayub-2s had
firm belief in Allah-22¥, through the same ‘Aql’ '*

ﬁu@‘u“—fbuccibawdm&d‘ucuww;fcucu‘uceﬂ‘f‘uﬁéc
R\ u\du\d;}ﬁmf\}ﬁ\wucu\e&,m\u\ua‘ﬁ_\mdudut
Lsu‘umds}uaf\J\Jw“j@;mmuuﬁjdmutsudaqhuu
\a\JsLSl\Jﬁjwjan\w}@;m@}d\wdmuﬁuwuﬁdu&
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Imam Mohammed Bagqiras"s said: When a ‘Momin’ loses his strength due to
an old age, Allah®" Commands one of His®" angels to write down those
good deeds in his accounts, which he used to perform when he was young
and healthy. And similarly when he becomes ill, Allah-#?¥ Asks an angel to
write down in his favour, all that he used to do in the time of his good health,
until the time his soul is extracted and similarly when a non-believer becomes
ill, Allah-22% writes for him the sins which he used to commit while being
healthy.™®

d\.ﬂ&&\msﬂucuhmu:&s\muc J.\a.d\u.aan\mucm\uce&\}\wujs
Ln<u.‘<u‘u‘n<\u‘,f\q\wﬂudsﬂuwdﬂﬁmdﬁummd,wdu

It is narrated from Imam Jafar-e-Sadiq?s¥s that Rasool Allahs@"W said: ‘Allah-
azwj |nstructs to one of His®#" angels to write down in the accounts of that
Momin who is suffering from a disease, which he used to perform prior to
getting ill. As 1% have imprisoned him through letting a disease fall on him.6

wadﬂjpzjmy\dudbchmﬂ@\uc M\w&\mucw\&ujs
moamwM\

13 An entity through which Allah azwj and His Divine Representatives asws are recoginised.
14 Al-Kafi, Kitabul AlJanaiz, Chp. 1, h. 10 (Urdu, vol.1. Faro, pp. 270)

15 Al-Kafi, Sawab-ul-Marz, Chp. 2, h. 2 (Urdu, vol.1. Faro, pp. 271)

16 Al-Kafi, Sawab-ul-Marz, Chp. 2, h. 3 (Urdu, vol.1. Faro, pp. 271)
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Imam Mohammed Bagqira%s said: One would get the reward of one year’s
worship if that person had remained awake all night due to discomfort from a
disease."”

wmwwﬁﬂ‘wmwu@‘&wwwwm‘wu—mww
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Imam-#s"s also said, remaining awake due to pain or sickness during a night is
more rewarding than the worship of a whole year.'®

mgr" u\}fwdmusu&mwe&\ucuw\wwus@mww
\AJ:.\LAJJL@J.\SLAS::J&SMGAAJUEAU\

Imam Jafar-e-Sadig?s*s said: The fever of one night is compensation for the
sins comitted before it and after it. 1°

Conduct of a Patient:

uf—ybuf—ywuwﬂ‘—ucHﬂ\wm\ucéhwwwdwy‘&y\
uljdgqijb@bupng\ﬁuq’@ \J.ml.uldm\aq\jc

Imam Mohammed Baqir?s¥s says that it is narrated from Rasool Allah-s@"W that
Allah?#2% Says: (Hadith-e-Kudsi ). If a Momin who remains ill for three days
and does not complain about his sufferings to those who look after/visit him
then | will replace his blood with the best of blood and flesh with the best of
flesh. Thus, for him | have extended peace and My-?2% blessings and no
signs of weaknes/illness are left on him. And when his soul is extracted, 132"
will extend My special blessings to him.?°

waﬁgdﬂ.A.i.c‘_,,_i\uc‘\_u\ucGAJJ;J\&&!\JJQ@\QJJA&\Q&L\J@A\UADJQ
Ln‘\ja_ﬂss‘;a\d\ﬁ‘\_\uu.\.modhasg_uﬁu‘)&an\é\dd\jtgjjm\.@.\ssé\l\]é&i\
u\SLA‘_Ac‘m\mC._ua\\J\A\.@JSU\SLMJ.AJ‘}(}L@_&;)MJJBLQJE

Imam AbuAbdullah®s*s said: Whoever suffers from illness during a night and
bears it with patience and thanks Allah#?¥ in the morning, is rewarded 60
years’ acts of worship. | asked what is the criterion of acceptance? Imam-asws
replied: To remian patient during his sufferings at night and not to narrate to
others what he experienced and thank Allah#?¥% upon getting up in the
morning.?!

17 Al-Kafi, Sawab-ul-Marz, Chp. 2, h. 4 (Urdu, vol.1. Faro, pp. 271)
18 Al-Kafi, Sawab-ul-Marz, Chp. 2, h. 6 (Urdu, vol.1. Faro, pp. 272)
19 Al-Kafi, Sawab-ul-Marz, Chp. 2, h. 9 (Urdu, vol.1. Faro, pp. 271)
20 Al-Kafi, Tatm Sawab-ul-Marz, h. 1 (Urdu, vol.1. Faro, pp. 272)
2! Al-Kafi, Tatm Sawab-ul-Marz, h. 5 (Urdu, vol.1. Faro, pp. 272)
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What is the limit of complaints:
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It was asked from Imam AbuAbullah@¥s what is the limit when informing
others of a patient’s sufferings will be considered as compliant?

Imams¥s replied if he says: ‘| was sufferring from fever last night and could
not sleep during the night then he is justified to describe his ordeal and this
will not be considered as making a complaint. However, if he says, e.g., | am
engulfed in such a trouble that no one would be (then it's a complaint)! But if
he only says: ‘I have been awake all night due to fever’ this will not be termed
as complaining.??

To Inform others about One’s lliness:

u&m»dbuhm&&\mucjahﬂ\dy}@\ucuww\ucw\uce&\}\wés
Je@—lﬂ)&j—ﬁ@}ﬁj’_ﬁuﬁ@\}é‘ uqyu\es.mua).«ﬂuuudjmtmmb\
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Imam AbuAbdullah-2$¥s said: It would be better for a patient to inform others
about his illness, so that they could visit him and get their reward of looking
after him, as a patient will also be rewarded. Someone commented, it is
obvious that the visitor will get the reward for their efforts and time but what is
the reason for rewarding the patient? Imam=2s"s replied: ‘Because he has
given them an opportunity to visit him and be rewarded, so he will get 10
rewards and will be elevated 10 divine grades whereas his 10 sins will be
erased’.?3

dbduuwyuf—gsme-d\wfﬂ‘mucswr—udwudm‘uf—u—ﬁ-)ww
a}cl‘dj\}“h\ww.\jﬂu‘\_ihu};hwﬁﬂudhﬁéh\wﬁ\l\&w&j\y\
R

Imam2s"s said: ‘When someone visits a patient then he should request him to
pray for him, as the praying of an ill person is always accepted (answered) .%*

22 Al-Kafi, Tatm Sawab-ul-Marz, Chp. 3, h. 1 (Urdu, vol.1. Faro, pp. 273)
23 Al-Kafi, Chp. 4, h. 1 (Urdu, vol.1. Faro, pp. 273)
24 Al-Kafi, Chp. 4, h. 2 (Urdu, vol.1. Faro, pp. 273)
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When and for long one should attend a pateint:
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Imam Abu Abdullah-2$"s said: One should visit a patient for as long as it takes
to wake a camel up or to milk a she-camel, meaning for a short while.?®

e“m\wcs“fu‘:wb‘d‘cf"fbU-’M\UQU“AMU-’G”}“U‘:@MU-’W
d\h;)ﬁd\ﬁumuaydb&muajwéy@)n\dumjy\cruhdlﬁ
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The narrators say, we met Imam Jafar-e-Sadiq@®s"s on our way. Imam-2asws
asked us where we intended to go, we replied to him that we had set-off to
visit one of our ill friend. Imam=s"s asked us, have you taken with you some
apples, ‘Bahi, Tarang’, some fragrance, or some ‘Sayoud and Bakhur'? We
replied: ‘No, we did not bring with us any of these’. Imam=s"s replied, ‘don’t
you know these things provide comfort to a patient’.2®

u—"us&Jweﬁuwuﬂﬁuﬂu\m&wwuﬂJ‘-uu—*d@-wuc\-uhm‘u—wlc
aq\_\su\aamUAEL\QJ\J;_-_\}«;UJLAQdm@au\um)aﬂaqhd\emdu&w\m

Imam Abu Abdullah@s¥s said: A comprehensive visit to a patient would be to
put your hand on his hand and stay there for a brief duration, as staying there
for longer period is more painful for him than the pain of iliness.?’

)u\u\db&an\m‘fa\ucﬁdmu;omucelumuqu})uu:;e.&,b.a\u.a‘;c
}lal\us;ah\dh‘_\J\L}Ad;j)cem\m\);\d\jd\?kc\ u\d\auau.u.o}d\
Lu\@aqu\alhd\euwtdb Jddujomfjﬂduxumﬂ\u}&u\‘}“
AJ@AAGJL}\L;)AY\‘_A‘—ML&J;\

It is narrated from Imam Abu Abdullahs¥s that Amir-ul-Momineen2s"¢ said:
There is a substantial reward for a visitor to attend a patient but for a short
duration, unless the patient asks him to stay longer. Imam Jafar-e-Sadig2s"s
said: ‘one should put his hand on patient’'s hand or forehead in order to
complete the purpose of visiting him.28

t)ms.a\ c cﬂ@\&d&aﬂ\wwucduu;\upwu:m\ucm

25 Al-Kafi, Chp.
26 Al-Kafi, Chp.
27 Al-Kafi, Chp.
28 Al-Kafi, Chp.

2 (Urdu, vol.1. Faro, pp. 274)
3 (Urdu, vol.1. Faro, pp. 274)
4 (Urdu, vol.1. Faro, pp. 274)
6 (Urdu, vol.1. Faro, pp. 274)
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Imam Mohammed Bagqir?s¥s said: When someone visits his ‘Momin’ brethren
who is not well, then blessings of Allah-22% encircle him, and keep around him
for a long as he stays with the patient. And 70,000 angels pray for his
forgiveness and ask bounties for him and say: ‘Aren’t you lucky, Paradise is
for you from now until another day’. And Abu Hamza, he is given ‘Khareef in
Paradise. The narrator asked,may | be your ransom, what is ‘Khareef?
Imams¥s replied: It's a huge area in Paradise in which a horse-rider can
travel upto 40 years.?®

J.u:‘é_a\uc‘u\.a..a\uad;)uc‘éﬁ‘)l\ajbucuww\ucu\ucem\}\w‘ﬁjc
aajuq\jd\u.ds&«“w\dsjuf@d;}ﬁm‘;u}eicUAJMLA.a\dLstA.u\
Mhﬂ\ey‘ﬁj\d‘)suuujo‘).ﬁ‘_g

Imam Abu Abdullah?s"s said: Who would visit a patient with the intention of
‘Qurbatin illillah’ (for gaining nearness to Allah?2%), then Allah-2?¥ will create
an angel who would pray for his forgiveness until his death, will accompany
him in his grave and keep on praying for him until the Day of Judgement.3°

Misinterpreted verses of Quran against transplant:

A5 Gay A dh u)*,\-‘ﬁ e@-u-«‘:!g el.a.a‘!\ u\.:\ us.....da eg_ua‘ig N‘““"‘YJ *La‘b
(4: 119)UAMM\JMAJHAMA.\S\ UJJL}‘L‘SJUM‘

And most certainly | will lead them astray and excite in them vain
desires, and bid them so that they shall slit the ears of the cattle, and
most certainly | will bid them so that they shall alter Allah's creation; and
whoever takes the Shaitan for a guardian rather than Allah he indeed
shall suffer a manifest loss (4:119).

In Tafseer Safi (pg. 121), in reference to Tafseer Majjama tul Bian, it is
narrated from Imam Jafar-e-Sadiq=%s that in this verse the words (3> u)-w—ﬂﬂ

Al are referred to the religion of Allah 2% meaning the Commands of Allah-
azwj and that what is forbidden. And this further supported by the Words of
Allah-asws:

ﬁw/wﬂ/uﬂdd/d'w‘ﬁm Y lgile UALJ/JM‘,-J/A.U/ 'jﬁﬂmwﬂ%‘;'gﬁu
(30:30) cusidis ¥ ol 251 Gl

2 Al-Kafi, Chp. 6, h. 3 (Urdu, vol.1. Faro, pp. 274)
30 Al-Kafi, Chp. 6, h. 4 (Urdu, vol.1. Faro, pp. 274)
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Then set your face upright for religion in the right state-- the nature
made by Allah in which He has made men; there is no altering of Allah's
creation; that is the right religion, but most people do not know.3?

Quranic Verses in Its favour:

mtsauaﬂt‘_,umj\Mﬁmdﬁ[yuwﬂ\w&smm@w
es‘_,u.....n.. Gl agdela Ay Bpad (il LA Lailké LA wjmwu\dﬁ

(5: 32)uﬁMUAJY\uﬁdlame¢.\a\JuS

For this reason did We prescribe to the children of Israel that whoever
slays a soul, unless it be for manslaughter or for mischief in the land, it
is as though he slew all men; and whoever keeps it alive, it is as though
he kept alive all men; and certainly Our messengers came to them with
clear arguments, but even after that many of them certainly act
extravagantly in the land (5:32).

In Al-Kafi it is narrated from Imam Mohammed Baqir@*"* that the words il

e Gl WAP means to save someone from being killed by drowning or
engulfed into fire or to save someone from being destroyed from Kufr.32 The
same explanation is given by Imam Jafar-e-Sadiq@*"s in Al-Kafi and Tafseer-
e-Aaishi, Imam2s¥s glso says: ‘if someone guides a soul to the ‘Just Path’, it is
as if he had saved his life but if someone misleads a person from the
‘Rightious Path’ to the unjust way, it is like killing him’. In Manla Yahzar-ul-
Faqi, it referred to Imam Jafar-e-Sadiq?s*s that if one gives water to someone
where water is available then he would be rewarded as he has liberated one
salve but if one gives water to someone where water is unavailable then it is
similar to saving a soul and Allah#?¥ says he who saves one soul it is like
saving the entire humanity. 33

ALGYJ&UJ&M\Mﬂ\)ﬂ@&\h}})&\eﬂjeﬁbw\m&eﬁbu\
(2:173) a0 Hsde all &) 43le ad) M

He has only forbidden you what dies of itself, and blood, and flesh of swine, and that
over which any other (name) than (that of) Allah has been invoked; but whoever is
driven to necessity, not desiring, nor exceeding the limit, no sin shall be upon him;
surely Allah is Forgiving, Merciful.

It is narrated from Imam Jafar-e-Sadig=s"s that e ¥3¢G xe refers to that
person who rises agaisnt the Divine Imam-2s*s of his time and also applies to a
hunter as well as to the opressor. The word 2\& also applies to the thiefs. So
these people are neither allowed to eat dead meat under compulsion nor to

31 Quan translation by Imdad Hussain, page 125
L}A}A&‘;L\A“_gub:;z
u.ad;_’)c«u\d)&dc_\hdu&«u\m@\uc%mu:@m:u;ul..usut_ﬂhwwwm\u&:u&a\wam -1
)uu;\wsad.u.gJMUALPP\wdumwu\wuismww,mwu\dﬁu&u&}umdﬁ

33 Magbool Ahmed, page 134 (Zimeemah, 781).
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offer ‘Kasr’ prayers during travel. These exemptions do not apply to the
above group, which are specifically valid under extraordinary conditions, but
will apply to other than them, who if subjected to these condition and take
what is forbidden then they will not be guilty of commiting sins (if committed
under compulsion).

The example of later is given in Tafseer-e-Burhan: During the time of 2"
Muslim Caliph34, a lady was brought to him accused of adultery, she pleaded
for justice but Ummer'® did not listen to her pleas and gave her death
punishment by stonning. Amir-ul-Momineen Ali bin Abi Talib?@s¥s intervened
and asked her to tell her ordeal which compelled her and explain the reasons
behind her indulgence into unhonourable acts. She said: | was looking after
sheep in the desert and ran out of water. | saw a tent, | went there and asked
for some water. A peasant came out and upon being asked for a glass of
water, he made an indecent proposal. | instantly refused it and moved away
from him. But then without water | started to lose my vision and my tongue
completely dried out and before | was about to faint, | went back to him for
help. He gave me some water and quenched his evil desires. Amir-ul-
Momineen™#$*¢ said this poor soul s act comes under the context of this verse:

e & Y se Y gl e Shial @ | she has not committed any sins so she
should be released. Ummer2 released her and said ‘lo la Ali Halaka Ummer’
Ummer'@ would have been killed if Ali#s¥s were not present).3°

\JMJSSSUCJML}AUSSJUWYUMMJaJS\QAY\MLM\.\uuAA.»LnJASuA

(16:106) ?.\hs Qilde e@JJA&)\uAM e@.\hﬁ

He who disbelieves in Allah after his having believed, not he who is
compelled while his heart is at rest on account of faith, but he who
opens (his) breast to disbelief-- on these is the wrath of Allah, and they
shall have a grievous chastisement (16:106).

In Tafseer-e-Safi®, it is reported that this verse was revealed when Ammar
Yaser along with his parents was asked to revert back to kufr (idol
worshiping). Initially, all of them declined to bow down to kufr but after being
subjected to severe punishment, Ammar Yaser™ gave up his resistance and
saved his life by repeating what he was asked to say by his captors. His
parents refused to testify the ‘Kalimat of Kufr’ (statement of disblief) and were
tortured to death. Someone told Rasool Allah=2"W that Ammar has deserted
Islam, Rasool Allah=s@W replied: ‘Ammar Yasir is filled with Eman from his
head to toes and his flesh and bones are immersed in Eman." Ammar yasir'
after being released by the non-believers, came straight to Rasool Allah-saww
and started crying out of grief and shame. Rasool Allahs@*" consoled him
and wiped out his tears and told him that he had not committed any sins and
said: ‘You have not lost faith as a result of repeating the words of Kufr after

3 Ummer'a
35 Magbool Ahmed, pp. 30.
36 Tafseer-e-Safi, pp. 281.
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being forced by the nonbelievers. If they force you again, you should save
your life by repeating after them as you have done before’.?’

In the explanation of another verse (16:99), it is narrated from Imam Jafar-e-
Sadiqg@s¥s3: That Iblis'@ (Satin) may take possession of a momin's body but is
never allowed to corrupt his Eman (faith). Therefore, Iblis*@ , upon given an
opportunity, did badly damage the body of Hazrat Ayub-2 but was barred from
taking control of his@s religion/Eman.*

It is narrated from Imam Ali Raza?s"s: Once, Allah-#?¥ sent down a ‘Wahi*° to
one of His Prophets=s with the following instructions: When you leave your
house tomorrow, (1) eat the first thing which comes to your sight; (2) hide
what you come across; (3) accept the request of the that who approaches
you; (4) do not turn him away whoever comes to you next; and (5) move away
from what you encounter at the fifth place.

When the Prophet® came out of his house he saw a huge mountain in front
of him. The Prophet® started to loose hope of fulfilling Allah-#¥‘s Instructions
after considering the size of the mountain. But soon hiss faith helped him by
making him realised that his Lord??¥ will not ask him something beyond his
abilities so he should move ahead and try to eat it as much as possible. Upon
moving forward, the Prophet?® saw the size of the mountain started to reduce
with his each stride. The mountain continued to shrink in its size until
becoming a handful upon coming closer to it. The Prophet#?¥ grabbed it and
ate it immediately. It proved to be very delicious, something so tasty which
he2s had never eaten before in his life.

Upon moving forward, the Prophet?s saw a golden ornament in front of him.
Prophet?s recalled that he was meant to hide it. So, the Prophet?s covered it
up by the leafs and earth lying around it. After walking further, the Prophet=2s
realised that the golden ornament has resurfaced and is lying where he had
seen it before. The Prophet®s, first tempted to hide it again but then decided
to leave it, and said to himslef: ‘| had done which | was supposed to do and |
should leave the rest to Allah®?¥ — the Almighty. So, he?s went along and
after some time, the Prophet® saw a little bird approaching him while being
chased by a large bird of prey. The little bird asked for protection, in
accordance with the third Command to accept the request; the Prophet®s hid
it under his sleeves. As a result, the little bird took refuge from the bird of prey.
In the meantime, the bird of prey also came near the Prophet and said: ‘I have
been trying to get this little bird and have been chasing it for a very long time,
why have you deprived me of my dinner by safeguarding it? As per the
Divine instructions, the Prophet® could neither hand him over the little bird
nor turn the bird of prey away without fulfilling his request. In order to satisfy
both conditions, the Prophet?s took out his knife and cut a piece of flesh from
his leg and gave it to the bird of prey.

37 Imdad Hussain, pp. 361.

3 Al-Kafi and Tafseer Ayashi
3 Magbool Ahmed, pp. 333.

40 An Inspiration
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The Prophet®s continued his journey, as per wish of his Lord#% and saw a
dead animal which was half eaten up and swamped by the insects, giving off
very bad odour. The Prophet® remembered being asked to immediately turn
away from it. So he® moved away from the dead animal and started to walk
home slowly with the thoughts that he? had fully complied with the
Commands of his Lord2a2".

The Prophet?s was inspired in his dream at night, his Lord?®¥ asked him:
You have fulfiled My Commands quite appreciably but did you understand
what were | wanted you to learn through carrying out those acts? The
Prophets replied: ‘No My Lord?2", | did not know’, please enlighten me.

The Lord22% replied: O My Prophet?! The mountain you saw represented
the anger of a person. When a person becomes angry, he goes out of his
limits and bounds and raises himself above his status. But upon harnessing
his anger, he benefits from an admirable outcome, which has long lasting
benefits.

The example of the golden vessel was a reflection of a person's good deeds,
a person regardless of how much he would try to hide his good conduct and
deeds, are revealed by his Lord#?% so that to give him respect in this world
and uncountable bounties in the Hereafter.

The little bird was metaphor for a good piece of advice, which, if given, one
should accept. The bird of prey represents a cry for help, which one should
never ignore. And finally, the bad odour coming from the dead animal is like
the backbiting and ill talking about others, from which one should always be
prepared to run away.*!

In the above narration, a Prophet had given his flesh to save the life of a
starving bird.

(2:207) SGally Cige a0y & Bliada PR3N Al g 5k ba (el (e

And among men is he who sells his Nafs ‘himself’ to seek the pleasure of Allah; and
Allah is Affectionate to the servants.

A larger number of narrators, including Yaqoob Kulani'@, report through a
chain of narrators that Rasool Allahs@"W said: Allah??¥ sent inspiration to
Gabriel® and Michael@® that %% have created, among two of you,
'‘brotherhood' and have increased the life of one in comparison to the other.
Thus, who among you would like to offer part of their life to their brother? Both
of them, for the sake of the other, could not find the courage to donate part of
their lives. Upon their reluctance, Allah??% told them: ‘Why don't you
exemplify my Wali 'Ali bin Abi Talib®%“s', who is the brother of My Prophet
Mohammed-sa*, Ali Murtaza=s"s has endangered his life in order to save the
life of his brother, Mohammed=s2"¥ by lying down on his bed and going to
sleep when Mohammed=2"W's enemies had surrounded his house. Both of

41 Ruhul Hiat, pp. 616 (Urdu)
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you should go down, immediately, and guard Ali-@s"¥s against the harm of My
azwi gnemies. Thus, Gabriel2> and Michael® came down, and Gabriel-as took
position near the bed's head, and Michael® stood on the opposite side.
Gabriel® started reciting: Congratulations! Congratulations! Ya Ali bin Abi
Talib@s¥sl Who else could be as praiseworthy as you?%s are, my Mola2as%s,
Allah-22% is proudly describing your virtues to His angels.*?

Four Types of Treatment:

d\ﬁitw‘mu,_}\uﬁW&m@\&é&wu@\uﬁwﬁwwwm\&@xwm
Ms;j\ja‘)}ﬂ\jutaaﬂj.bﬂ\‘uu)\cbﬂ|

Mohammed ibn Yahiya, from Ahmed ibn Mohammed ibn Isa, who from Al-
Hassan ibn Ali who from his father Salama who from Motab has narrated the
following from Abu Abd Allah-asws :

‘There are four types of medicine/treatment. These are cupping, inhaling
snuff, inserting a suppository, and making an injection’.43

The Use of A Diseased’ s Tooth:

Ml sl ada Beg g3 e smla U 5 AL 08 g d1de T Ge 3505 8
wLyJum\sAwmuww

Zrara narrates from Imam Abu Abdullah@s"s that once my father asked from
Imams¥s: ‘Is it in order? If a man who has lost his tooth, has managed to find
a tooth of a dead person and then got it fixed at the place of his lost tooth.
Imam-2s¥s replied: There is no problem with it.#*

42 Tafseer Magbool Ahmed, pp. 741
 Al-Kafi, vol. 8, H. 226 185: 02 g clhapgcn 192§ LA
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