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In the Name of Allah®" the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah®™" Lord®" of the
Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad®"" and his**"" Purified Progeny®*"*, and
greetings with abundant greetings.
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Saying ‘Ya Ali *"* Madad’ —=Shia Perspectives

Summary:

Can we say ‘Ya Ali *"* Madad’ or ‘Ya Rasool Allah **"" Madad’ as our intercessor? This question is
frequently posed by those who neither believe in the concepts of ‘dowsl’, Uil (assistance and

intercession) nor in presence of martyred” - that if one can invoke for help (Wasila) someone other
than Allah®. Is that going to fall under the polytheism (Shirk)? This is a centuries’ old question
and has been answered several times - in essence it is indeed Shirk when one seeks assistance from
the ‘Ghair’ (enemy) of Allah®** but not so when one asks for help from those nominated by Allah®"!
(the friends of Allah **). There are several tasks reported in the Holy Quran, in which Allah®** has
Liked that some of the Tasks should be Performed by His**" Angels® and Prophets® on His™"
behalf.

There are several holy Verses in the Quran advocating the concept of ‘Wasila’ both in the world as
well as in the Hereafter. We present those Verses here, clearly indicating that one can say ‘Ya
Rasool Allah *"", ‘Ya Ali *"¥ ‘Ya Hassan *"* /Hussain *"*, without any fear of being committing
‘Shirk’ but considering it not only permissible but also as per the Wish and Will of Allah®™¥. The
Verses which are condemning those who take self-made ‘Wasila’ from the enemies of Allah®™" are
also given in Appendix I.

Also, some of those who only rely on Holy Quran, believe that ‘means of approaching Allah®""
(Wasila) is only through one’s good deeds’. In this article, through some of the Holy Verses, an
attempt is made to under the issue of ‘Wasila’ and ‘Shifaat’ (assistance and intersession) based on
Holy Verses of Quran.

! Concept of ‘Hazir o Nazir’ (present in front of us and can come into vision).
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Introduction:

Below we quote some Verses from Holy Quran where ‘A3’ and “42UG%) are mentioned. Usually, a
Verse of Sura-e-Alhamd is frequently quoted:

“o % E . Paot G, . .
l:;)}/&:.fm.} ﬂ\.glj .Lf:u _‘3\.3; and emphasise ‘You (alone) we worship; You (alone) we ask for help’,

while conveniently ignoring all those Verses of the Holy Quran which allow for the help of
intercessors (e.g., 5:35, 21:28, 2:255, 20:109), we present those verses here.

(5:35} Oskld V&w At 3 lsdalsg il L3l 4 ) 1545305 ARl J,\Js G

O you who believe! Fear Allah and seek ’AleJ\’ the intermediary to Him and strive hard in His

Way, perhaps you would be successful [5:35]

In the above Holy Verse, Allah®® Says to Approach Him through a ‘Wasila’, Muslims may have
different interpretations for the above Verse as per their beliefs and inclinations. A Hadith from
Salman Al-Farsi” is presented below:
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Salman Al-Farsi"™ (narrates) from Amir-Al-Momineen®"* (Ali*"* Ibn Abi Talib®"*) regarding the
Words of Allah®™" Blessed and Exalted Say: ‘Suffice with Allah as a Witness between me and you
and the one with whom is the Knowledge of the Book [13:43]: ‘1 (Ali**"*) am the one with whom is

the Knowledge of the Book. And Allah®*"! Ratified it, and He®™" has Given it the intermediary (i)
in the Commandment. And the community will never be devoid of an intermediary (i 4)l) to it and
to Allah®", so He®™" Said: O you who believe! Fear Allah and seek the intermediary to Him
[5:35] .2
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And the intercession will not benefit in His Presence except the one He Permits for, until when there is
panic from their hearts, they say, ‘What is that which your Lord Said?’ They say: ‘The Truth. And He is the
Exalted, the Great’ [34:23]
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Allah is He besides Whom there is no god, the Ever-living, the Self-subsisting by Whom all subsist; slumber
does not overtake Him nor sleep; whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth is His;

who is he that can intercede with Him but by His permission? He knows what is before them and what is
behind them, and they cannot comprehend anything out of His knowledge except what He pleases, His
knowledge extends over the heavens and the earth, and the preservation of them both tires Him not, and
He is the Most High, the Great.

There are several other Verses which suggest use of ‘Wasila’, i.e.
Z 4 a7 Lo 7 f~/; o - g 3 <% \J o0~
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On that Day the Intercession will not benefit except one for whom the Beneficent Permits and is
Pleased with his word [20:109]

s 2 pad A O3G O axg 3 V) B3 1gERUE GEY ol 3 el s 15
(53:26)

And how many an Angel is there in the skies whose intercession does not avail anything except
from after Allah Permits it for one He so Desires and is Pleased (with) [53:26]

A
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He Knows what is in front of them and what is behind them, and they will not be interceding
except for the one He Approves of, and they are trembling from His fear [21:28]

(43:86) 02030 2bs LU 1 25 VL LU 643 e 05205 o0l B Vs

And those they are supplicating to from besides Allah possess no power of intercession, except
one who testifies with the Truth and they know (him) [43:86]
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Allah®®™ Permits His**" Rasool****"‘s Intersession:

Al 18t das Wswgs ﬁ;s jjj (] o3 Fly yxd et G
(4:64) G G155 Al 1555 Jy)\ré,

And We did not Send any Rasool but for him to be obeyed by the Permission of Allah; and had
they, when they were unjust to themselves, come to you and sought Forgiveness of Allah and the
Rasool had (also) sought Forgiveness for them, they would have found Allah Oft-turning (to
Mercy), Merciful [4:64]
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And if only they had been pleased with what Allah and His Rasool gave them, and they should be

saying: ‘Allah is Sufficient for us; Allah will soon Give us from His Grace and (so would) His Rasool;
surely to Allah do we are hoping’ [9:59]
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They are swearing by Allah that they did not say it, and they have said the word of Kufr, and they
committed Kufr after their Islam and they planned with what they could not attain; and they
hated except if Allah and His Rasool was to Enrich them from His Grace. So if they were to repent,
it would be better for them, and if they turn back, Allah would Punish them with a painful
Punishment in the world and the Hereafter; and there isn’t for them in the earth from a guardian,
nor a helper [9:74]

Who can be a ‘Wasila’?

The qualities of those who can act as a ‘Wasila’, i.e., Rasool Allah®™"", and those who do not give their
opinion but only speak under the Command of Allah®**", as per the following Verse:

{21 27} dj.l.w /.ﬁ\.ﬁ j J}TLSL: M‘W Y

They speak not until He had Spoken and they are only acting by His Command [21:27]
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Who are ‘Wali’ (Mola) Besides Allah®*"/?

Allah® Says in the Holy Quran, that Allah®®" is Wali/Mola, so is Rasool Allah®®™* (Wali/Mola), and
the One (is Mola) who gave the Zakat while in Ruku (that is Ali**"* Ibn Abi Talib®*"* the Mushkal
Kusha, as agree by all historian that Ali Ibn Abi Talib®*"* gave the ring in Zakat to a begging while in
the Ruku):

g < @ L

{5:55} OgaSTy 3h3 S5 G555 Y S,08 il \oiaT 2, 208 4 1K )

But rather, your Wali (Guardian/Mola) is Allah, and His Rasool, and those who are believing,

those who are establishing the Salat and are giving the Zakat while they are performing Ruku
[5:55]

And also Allah®™" has clearly Warned:

5] ~
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And it is not appropriate for a believing man or a believing woman, when Allah and His Rasool
(messenger) have decided an affair (for them), that they should (after that) claim any say in their
affair; and whosoever is rebellious to Allah and His messenger, he is indeed on a clearly wrong
Path [33:36].

Wasila from those who have passed away?

Some Muslims say that one cannot seek assistance (Wasila) from those who have passed away, as
per some Verses of the Holy Quran, given in the appendix Il. However, martyrs are not dead, see
the following three Verses, as per the Holy Quran.

~
ﬂ
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And think not of those who are martyred in the way of Allah as dead but, they are alive being
sustained in the Presence of their Lord (3:169).

In the following two Verses Allah®™ further Says that they are aware of the affairs of those who
they have left behind:
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Rejoicing in what Allah has Given them from His Grace and they are receiving glad tidings of
those whom have yet to join them from the ones they left behind. There would neither be fear
upon them nor would they be grieving [3:170]

They would be receiving glad tidings of the Bounties from Allah and Grace, and that Allah will not
waste the Recompense of the Momineen [3:171].

Respecting ‘Shaa'ir Allah’ is also a ‘Wasila’ to approach Allah®"

There are so many historical accounts of the miracles of ‘Shaa’ir Allah’ as well as from Ahadith but
we will only confine to the Holy Verses, see for example Prophet Yusuf® says:

FIpES

£12:93) Gl 3SIRL s ot b T a5 02 6,860 oendy 15283

Go with this shirt of mine and cast it upon my father's face, he would regain his vision, and come
to me with your family altogether’ [12:93]

0% < < 2/

24,3 ae Y o3 af t PR
{12:94} 09085 OTNP T Gadd 5 25Y ) 2481 JB 2l b g

And when the caravan departed, their father said: ‘Surely, | find the aroma of Yusuf, unless you
deem me to be weak minded’ [12:94]

See some Holy Verses in Appendix Ill.

Page 8 of 13




‘Saying Ya Ali *"* Madad’- Shia Perspectives www.hubeali.com

Appendix I: Holy Verses forbidding Self-Made ‘Wasild’

¢ ,«

u\ O e OelEy A5 Gehis uj.e\ ) Z,LMJJ\ {._sj J‘ Oenis Dsedg J-’J‘ :J:JJT
{17:57} \)j.x; Q8 &G &

They, those they are calling (as per their wish), seeking the means to their Lord, which of them is
closest? And they are hoping for His Mercy and fearing His Punishment. Surely the Punishment of
your Lord was always feared [17:57]

Also,

!
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Surely, Allah does not forgive that anything (one) had associated with Him, and forgives what is
besides that to whomsoever He pleases; and whoever associates anything with Allah, he devises
indeed a great sin (4:48).

These Holy Verses, clearly indicate if someone makes ‘something’ out of one’s own desire a ‘Wasila’
- which is not from Allah®*" so that would be a grave sin (Shirk).

@

{12:106} 555,54 235 V) <y LR 1.8 &

g

And most of them do not believe in Allah except they are associating others (with Him)
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®™*® (Imam Jafar-e-Sadig®"*) regarding the Words of Allah®" Mighty
and Majestic [12:106] And most of them do not believe in Allah except they are associating others (with
Him). He®"* said: ‘He obeys the Satan” from where he does not even know, so he associates (commits
Shirk)’ 2

. oGlz . 8- # 0% “ L2 [ o h o o3 o P B P ° G4 o PLINEEI N
Lg s 550 Al J355 & (Dbl ey alll 0 T 08 B0 8 AN 1 B s 0F e oF K2 E el (A
sste Bx o0 5l A JE 5828 08 5] 88T

® Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 169 H 3
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®* regarding the Words of Allah®™" Mighty and Majestic [12:106]
And most of them do not believe in Allah except they are associating others (with Him). He*"* said: ‘This is
the Shirk (association) of obedience, and it is not Shirk (association) of worship’.

’

1058 ol p BB T el 3 OS5 F 120 o JE AN G J6 e el sz D 5 50 5 4B 0
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And about the Words of the Mighty and Majestic [22:11] And among men is the one who worships
Allah superficially. So he®"* said: ‘The Verse was Revealed regarding a man, then it occurred also to
be regarding his followers’. Then | said: ‘Everyone who establishes anyone besides you®"*, so he is
from the ones who worships Allah®" superficially?’ So he®"* said: ‘Yes, and it is purely that’.*

* Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 169 H 4
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Appendix Il: Who are Dead?

Allah®™ Refers ‘Dead’ and ‘Deaf’ to those who are present but their hearts are dead and will not listen to the
guidance, for example:

You can neither make the dead to hear, nor can you make the deaf to hear the call when they
turn back retreating [27:80]

da
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Nor can you guide the blind out of their straying. Surely, you can only make hear the one who
believes in Our Signs and they are submitters [27:81]

Similarly at another place, Allah Say, the same:

injj‘ . C:o-wﬂ g./-!\ Loj 9\.«»5 :}.; éjw" A.U\ d‘ ub.a‘}“ j ’;\.3;—‘}“ 9595.&..2 \.Zj

And neither are the living equal to the dead. Surely, Allah Makes to hear one He so Desires to,
and you cannot make hear the ones in the graves [35:22]

‘From lbn Abbas who said, ‘The Words of the Mighty and Majestic: And they are not equal, the
blind one and the seeing one [35:19], said, ‘The blind is Abu Jahl,

e sl ol 0 Y 5 &Lty
Neither the multiple darkness nor the light [35:20] - so the multiple darkness is Abu Jahl,
oot ani & o Y e m o 5 S Y 5 ABIY

Neither the shade nor the heat [35:21] - and the heat means Hell for Abu Jahl, then all of them
were Gathered together.

Then Allah®™ Said: And neither are the living equal to the dead [35:22]: And the dead are the
Kafirs of Makkah’ (an extract related to dead).”

35 /480 2 ol b 81 :3 il et o il 781 /101 12 Lyl sy
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Appendix lll: Respecting ‘Shaa’ir Allah’

Respecting ‘Shaa'ir Allah’ (JJ\ J\&) is also a ‘Wasila’ to approach Allah®. For example, respecting

‘Hajar-e-Aswad’ and kissing it, is also a Wasila to approach Allah®™". Some Holy Verses related to
‘Shaa'ir Allah’ are presented below:

:ﬁjwd}bu\wcuwwsj\@\?ww,\wuﬂmﬂ BRI

{2:158} e sls Al 3\;/ § 5hs

Surely, Al-Safa and Al-Marwa are among the ’JJ\ S’ (Shaa'ir Allah - Symbols of Allah); so

whoever performs Hajj of the House or Umrah, there is no blame on him if he goes does Tawaaf
of both of them; and the one who does is voluntarily, it is better, for Allah is Grateful, Knowing
[2:158]

STY A Y iy g ad 2Ry Sd 12y AT 200 G
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O you who believe! Do not violate the ’JJ\ S&&” (Shaa'ir Allah - Symbols of Allah) nor the Sacred

Month, nor the offerings, nor the sacrificial animals, nor ones resorting to the Sacred House
seeking the Grace from their Lord and Pleasure; and when you are free (from the lhram), then
(you can) hunt, and do not let hatred of a people (come to you) — due to their hindering you from
the Sacred Masjid — make you exceed the limits; and assist each other upon the righteousness and
the piety; and do not assist each other upon the sin and the aggression, and fear Allah; surely
Allah is severe of the Punishment [5:2]

(22:32) ol (o5 20 00 A s e 2

That; and one who magnifies the ’JJ\ S\&&’ (Shaa'ir Allah - Symbols of Allah), so it is from the piety
of the hearts [22:32]

Sz 135 Do Lile 220 19856 52 1 30 1 pas 2 S0 Wl 03 5
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And (as for) the sacrificial animals, We Made these for you to be from the ’JJ\ S&%’ (Shaa'ir Allah -

Symbols of Allah). There is goodness for you in these, therefore mention the Name of Allah over
them in rows. So, when they fall down on their sides, then eat from these and feed the contented
and the beggar. Like that, We Subject these for you, perhaps you would be thankful [22:36]
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