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In the Name of Allah?" the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah-?" Lord-2* of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief
Muhammad=2"* and his*®¥¥ Purified Progeny®"s, and greetings with abundant greetings.
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Seafood - Not All is Permissible

Summary:

Many Muslims believe that all forms of seafood are permissible, citing the following Holy
Verses of the Quran:

"Lawful to you is the game from the sea and its food as provision for you and the
travellers...5:96" and "And it is He who subjected the sea for you to eat from it, the tender
meat and to extract from it ornaments which you wear.16:14."

Before we turn to the Holy Quran and Ahadith, we first look at the scientific evidence
regarding some of the highly harmful aquatic species which must not be eaten, e.g.,

Certain fish—groupers, barracudas, moray eel, sturgeon, sea bass, red snapper, amberjack,
mackerel, parrot fish, surgeonfish, and triggerfish—can cause ciguatera fish poisoning.! The

CDC recommends never eating moray eel or barracuda. Other types of fish that may contain

the toxin at unpredictable times include sea bass and a wide range of tropical reef and warm-
water fish.2

It is important, before interpreting the Holy Verses, to note that the Words of Allah??" are
unlike the speech of people? - the role of Rasool Allah**V has been to explain and
demonstrate the Instruction of Allah?" as Revealed in the Verses. For example, the times of
Salat mentioned in Holy Quran are three to four times daily and nowhere in the Quran are we
instructed to offer Salat five times in the way that we do pray e.g., (20:130, 17:78,11:114).
The five times of the Salat are therefore from the Commands of Allah#** as implemented by
the traditions of Rasool Allah=2WV,

Similarly, the details of the ‘good’ and ‘tender’ meat of species living either on land or sea or

on both, i.e., Frogs, American Alligators, Beavers, Crabs, Walruses, and Penguins, are to be
found in Ahadith for separating the permissible(s) from forbidden.

! There are several types of toxins in contaminated shellfish that can cause illness. Toxins may be in found in
mussels, oysters, clams, scallops, cockles, abalone, whelks, moon snails, Dungeness crab, shrimp, and lobster.
Shellfish usually become contaminated during or after algae blooms. Shellfish poisoning..(Food Poisoning from
Seafood | Travelers' Health | CDC)

2 Fish Poisoning | Johns Hopkins Medicine

3.5/264 :a>g3ll
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We also need to turn to Ahadith to clarify the forbidden parts of the permissible species,
which are unsuitable for consumption. In addition, to understand the rulings on slaughtering
and catching fish (alive) from the sea. Like the seafood, the permissibility of the meat and
‘parts’ of the land species described in the Holy Verse are to be understood from Ahadith.

In several Holy Verses (2:168, 5:4, 5:5, 5:88), Allah®" Commands believers to eat from ‘the
good things’; when interpreting ‘good things’ by opinion, there are going to be countless
opinions and disagreements among the believers; thus, one is compelled to turn to the
Ahadith for guidance.

Also, Allah??¥ Says:

And what reason is there for you that you should not be eating (the meat) from what Allah’s
Name has been mentioned upon and He has Detailed for you what is Prohibited unto you,
except what you are desperate towards? And that many are being strayed by their whims
without knowledge. Surely your Lord, He is more Knowing with the exceeders [6:119]

The above Verse says that the meat of species, which are prohibited, are explained in detail;
surely, these details are given by Allah®% through His Prophet*®"%, which we find in the

Ahadith. As Allah??¥ Says: He (Prophet) does not speak of his own desire, it is not but a
revelation that is revealed (53:3-4).*

Coming back to the permissibility of seafood, we find a difference of opinion among Muslim
scholars, whether the meat of snails (terrestrial or aquatic) and scraps can be consumed!°%78

Are snails Halal? As these are eaten in several Muslim regions.

Therefore, it is not so straightforward to call all of the seafood permissible based on the
interpretation of the above quoted Holy Verse by one’s opinion, but one must review it in

4 5341 Of 3k% 5 {3} And he does not speak out of (personal) desire [53:3] (&3 et 3”33% ol {4} Surely, it is only
a Revelation He Revealed [53:4]

5 https://ask-mufti.com/2024/09/21/9-355-are-snails-halal/

6 Are Snails Halal? - Islam Question & Answer

7 https://al-islam.org/ask/are-muslims-allowed-to-eat-snails-and-crabs

8 Are Snails Halal: Unveiling The Truth - Sahabah Islam QA
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more detail to ensure that a believer’s food intake is Halal, so if one is not entirely convinced,
it is better to refrain from eating that on which one lacks conviction — a Hadith, see in ref.°

Similarly, one cannot eat all parts of a slaughtered animal, e.g. sheep. There is some difference
of opinion, but generally, Ahadith forbid the consumption of blood, glands, blood vessels of
the heart, spleen, spinal cord, and genitals! Hence, one has to revert to Ahadith, which
provide details, as Holy Verse 6:119 points out, regarding the permissibility of the meat of the
species living on land, in the sea, and how to distinguish and classify amphibians (species living
on land and in sea)!®

Introduction:

In this article, we will review some Holy Verses and Ahadith interpreting Verses on the
permissible meat of species living on the land and in the sea.

The foremost is the intake of meat from the permissible (Halal):
The Permissible Food:
{168} it 312 180 4. 0t bt 123 V5 5 Vs o381 a2 Gl i g

O you people! Eat from what is in the earth, lawful, good, and do not follow the footsteps
of Satan; he, for you all, is a Clarified enemy [2:168]

{169} 5,0 ¥ U dn e 13,8 3 ceadis 20, 2850 &)

But rather, he is instructing you with the evil and the immoralities, and that you should be
saying against Allah what you do not know [2:169]

JB (Dl ade) anr Gl oo candy (38U W Gl e (O el e a3l (Gudedl) (3 et

from Abu
Ja’far?"“s having said:

IV b Lol s Ogmans 330Ul 2(AT 5 ade A o) ) Jsmsy JB
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‘Rasool-Allah™®" said: “The one who acts upon without knowledge, it would be so that he would spoil more than
what he would correct’. Al Kafi V 1 — The Book of Intellect and Ignorance CH 12 H 3

10 The animals which can live both in water and on land are called Amphibians. Frogs, toads, salamanders, and
newts are among the species that make up this category. They have the unique ability to breathe underwater
and also live on land.
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‘Rasool-Allah™®"¥ said: ‘The worship has seventy parts, and the most superior of it is the
seeking of the Permissible (Halal)’.'!
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The Imam (Hassan Al Askari-®s¥s) said: ‘Allah-22% Mighty and Majestic Said: O you people! Eat
from what is in the earth — from the varieties of its fruits and its foods, lawful, good — for you all
when your Lord#¥ Feeds you, in reverence of the one He®" Magnifies, and taking lightly with
the one He#" Humiliates and Belittles (an extract).'?

The Forbidden from Meat is harmful to bodies

4 1- 4 2P i & =i P IV °/~f w:/g/-7~<° °/ @ ot g 3 - o of . 2% /-Me/a Foio o cw
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Prohibited unto you is the dead, and the blood and meat of the pig, and whatever has been
dedicated for other than Allah with, and the strangled, and the sick, and the fallen, and the
gored, and what the predators have eaten (from), except what you have purified; and what
is slaughtered upon the altars and that which you are apportioning with the arrows, that is
a transgression.

Today have despaired, those who committed Kufr from your Religion, so do not fear them
and fear Me. Today, | Perfected your Religion for you and Completed My Favour upon you,
and | am Pleased with Al-Islam as a Religion for you.

But the one who is desperate during hunger without inclination to sin, then Allah is
Forgiving, Merciful [5:3]

ol o g el gl o 4 a2 (VL) ko) A e Y G5 B wbol e ol A o a2 e 1 AL

‘| said to Abu Abdullah®"s, ‘May | be sacrificed for you?"s! Why did Allah®%¥ Prohibit the
dead, and the blood and meat of the pig [5:3]?’

a5 b Tl da) Y g ke o Lo W5 5 5 e &y o olgen Lo b T g osle e a3 pt e 5 Sls i 0y W
rebar Lo g (BT sk Lo oo g Gl s
So, he®Ys said: ‘Allah"#"i Blessed and Exalted did not Prohibit that upon His?? servants, and

Permit for them what is besides these due to a Desire from Him?" Blessed and Exalted with
regards to what is Prohibited upon them, nor due to abstention regarding what He?¥

11891 /324 6 Cudgdl
12 Tafseer Imam Hassan Al-Askari®*"s — S 342 & 343
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Permitted for them. But He Created the creatures and Knows what their bodies would be
standing with and what is correct for them.

wkrﬂx’&ﬂ'@.&;}‘éé&ij)wvbi(z(»,,.@_LJ&MFjwvhwrnﬁufl&jnwrwu s o 74}-[;?;4};—&
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Thus, He?% Permitted it and Allowed it as a Grace from Him232¥ due to their own benefit.
And He®% Know what would harm them, so He®" Forbade from it and Prohibited upon
them. Then He®% Allowed it for the desperate and Permitted it for them during the time
which their bodies could not stand except by it. So He®" Commanded it that he (the
desperate one) can attain from it by a measurement of the need, not other than that’.

Al V)l ST oY g cales el 5 i cing g e [ g iy o V) ST Y 5 aaT e s Y abbanli Ly 6 ¢

Then he™®"Ys said: ‘As for the dead, so no one would approach it nor eat from it except that it
would weaken his body, and waste away his body, and his strength would decline, and his
offspring would be cut off, and the consumer of the dead would not be dying except suddenly.

.Wy&ng‘}'j\cwg&‘;ﬁﬁ‘}!jcqﬂbjaﬂjﬂJTcﬁjiy LR)VJ@UW&;“,&JV SJAMJ)(;_'AJQ' &Jﬁﬂ\}b(.ﬂlb"j

And as for the blood, so it would inherit the rabies, and hardness of the heart, and scarcity of
the compassion and the mercy. There is no safety that he would kill his children, and his
parents, nor is there safety upon his intimate, nor is there safety upon the one who
accompanies him.

‘}'ju&&rﬁwvg‘ngc’chA‘}“‘_'fA\.)b/Lﬁng.)ud‘jAjﬂ'jj}‘@;&éﬁ@bﬁéﬁ@‘&?ﬂ}‘#b’j

And as for meat of the pig — so Allah*Y/ Morphed a people to be in the image of something
resembling the pig, and the monkey, and the bear, and whatever was from the Morphing.
Then He® Forbade from eating the likes of it as they would neither benefit by it nor take
lightly with His®% Punishment (an extract).!3

_«(":}f denie jEH JJUL Js cé}i :}fb@i }:9 45}5 &) c(\’w\ 4,:1.6) JrITy L}T oF uj)u,\ L}T Loy 32 9 JB ae 9

‘From Abu Ja’far?®%s regarding His*¥ Words: without inclination to sin [5:3], said: ‘He®" is
Saying: “Without deliberating to sin”’.14

Additional Ahadith in the interpretation of 5:3 are cited in Appendix I.

13.15 /291 11 goball i
19162 11 88! kS
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Permissible from the ‘Good Things’ and the catch of hunting dogs

Here, Allah®?¥i Reveals that ‘Permissible for you are (meat of all) the good species’ and from
these what is caught by the hunting dogs.

of- & N JE AP R PR N NS P RIS L DRI RPE L SF R 5 S ool s A 1T s s ,’j}"-,/f’i,,
caile A 218 2l fSaal G IS 1SGlE G Bl 6 IS0 Q’%‘x e Gy Sl 3830 9T il BT 130 SglLes

{4} oledy p,o @ byd 1,8y

They are asking you (Rasool Allah) as to what is that (which is) Permissible for them
(believers). Say: ‘Permissible for you are (all from) the good things, and what you have
trained the preying ones to hunt, teaching them from what Allah Taught you; so eat from
what they catch for you, and mention the Name of Allah upon it; and fear Allah; surely Allah
is swift of Reckoning’ [5:4]

Those who try to interpret Holy Verses through opinion will end up in confusion, as meanings
of ‘Permissible for you are (all from) the good things’ can only be found from Ahadith.
Otherwise, there are going to be countless opinions and disagreements among the believers;
see, for example, Appendix Il.

Also, in the following Verse, Allah#" Reiterates,

Lo S ol ) e Bliladlly Sliadlll e Sty id Ao 20D S0 P U gl Gl ek Sl 1S3 A 251
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Today the good things are Permissible for you, and the food of those Given the Book is
Permissible for you, and your food is Permissible for them; and the chaste ones from the
believing women and the chaste ones from those Given the Book from before you, when
you are giving them their recompense, marrying them, not fornicating, nor taking as
concubines; and the one who commits Kufr with the Eman his work would be confiscated,
and in the Hereafter he would be of the losers [5:5]

See, Appendix Il for Ahadith interpretation of 5:5.
The slaughtering is by a believer
{118} st bl 2280y wle &1 220 555 G G

So eat from whatever Allah’s Name is mentioned upon if you were believers in His Signs
[6:118]

Aol 58 365 Oals 23 2gishl ol B 05 ) kel G V) ASCE #55 U GST b 65 e o 555 G ST YT ST g
{119} cpsdly

And what reason is there for you that you should not be eating from what Allah’s Name has
been mentioned upon and He has Detailed for you what is Prohibited unto you, except what
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you are desperate towards? And that many are being strayed by their whims without
knowledge. Surely your Lord, He is more Knowing with the exceeders [6:119]

{121} 5,840 388 2a 2808 dj5.280statd aosl ) 8,00 bl Bjga 3oudd )5 e A g2 Sh 1, BE
And do not eat from what Allah’s Name has not been mentioned upon, and it is a
transgression, and that the satans are suggesting to their friends to contend with you all,

and if you were to follow them, you would be associators [6:121]

s Wl el sl STy o 3 aimd JSTB Vo 1= —(635el 5 conldl dmed 3 Jsi (Ol ade) dl e Ul cansr 106 O 0
aale B SAGEEY 5 U

‘I heard Abu Abdullah™®"s saying regarding the slaughter (animal) by the Hostile One (Nasibi)
and the Jews, he®"s said: ‘Do not eat their slaughter (animal) until you hear them mention
the Name of Allah#*"i, Have you not heard the Words of Allah**i And do not eat from what
Allah’s Name has not been mentioned upon [6:121]?'*°

¥ O 10 a0t 0 (ol de ) 0 A et 06 (BB 55 22 ol i e 12 S 52 6 ol 0 i) U3 10
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‘Abu Abdullah®%s was asked about a slaughter by the Zimmy (people under the
responsibility). So, he®%* said: ‘Do not eat it, whether he has Named (Bismillah) or if he has
not Named (Bismillah)’ .*®

So they would witness the benefits for them, and they would mention the Name of Allah
during the well-known days upon what He has Graced them from the beasts, the cattle.
Therefore, eat from these and feed the destitute, the poor [22:28]

Also, Allah22%i Says:

{79} 5,8 s w15 581 280 s o0

Allah is the One Who Made for you the cattle in order for you to ride from these, and from
these you are eating [40:79]

{80} &5k il o5 eiles 1550 o B Wl 135 s s 3535

15 87 /375 11 (sliall paud
16 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Slaughtered (animals) Ch 15H 1
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And there are benefits in these for you, and for you to reach upon these to your
needs which are in your chests, and upon these and upon the ships you are
being carried [40:80]

For Ahadith on slaughter, refer to Al-Kafi V 6 The Book of Slaughtered Animals
https://hubeali.com/books/English-Books/AlKafiVol6/Al%20Kafi%20V%206%20-
%20The%20Book%200f%20Slaughter.pdf

Do not Prohibit Yourself from the ‘Good Things’

In the following Verses (5:87-88), Allah-#** Rebukes those who prohibit onto themselves ‘the
good things’ which were made permissible.

{87} i)l &2 ¥ & 0o 1piid Vg iSO i ol G ol 1952 Y 1T 00 T g

O you who believe! Do not be prohibiting yourselves the good things what Allah has
Permitted for you nor be excessive; surely Allah does not Love the exceeders [5:87]

{88} O5it 4 281 ol d 1,85 b Vs 0 35555 & 1S5

And eat from what Allah has Graced you of the Permissible, good; and fear Allah Whom you
are believing in [5:88]

In the above Holy Verses, one has to learn from Ahadith to understand which things Allah-32%
is referring to when Pointing out ‘the good things’ and ‘the permissible, good’? Below we,
present a Hadith:

o) B Y BB 6 52 et e e A e 0 T s e e 3 s GRT e Tl sl s B

L5l s g ok QW 5 S s 4 08 Elg (L

‘| said to Abu Abdullah™"%, ‘Inform me, may | be sacrificed for you?"s, why did Allah-32¥
Blessed and Exalted Prohibit the wine, and the dead, and the blood, and the flesh of the
swine?’

Skl Al iyl s Wl B dasl gt B aladl dw ;i 4 ) Ji
eile 55 54 AL R G e g 2enlla) W5 5 T o tale £ Yl An T 5 2 AT 2 U 5 10T 4 265 U s

So, he"s said: ‘Allah?*¥ Glorious and Exalted did not Prohibit that upon His®*"i servants, and
Permit for them besides it as a Desire from Him™2?¥ with regards to what He*"i Prohibits upon
them, nor as a Distaste with regards to what He?"i Permitted for them, but He"®*" Created
the creatures and the Mighty and Majestic Knows what their bodies stand by and what is
correct for them. Thus, He®" Permitted for them and Authorised it for them as a Grace from
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Him22¥ the Blessed and High, upon them with it for their correctness; and He®* Knows what
harms them, so He®" Forbade them from it, and Prohibited it upon them.’

In another Holy Verse:

S5tz 138 e el SIaacdl p3: el G0 3Gk 3 1T ol G B S e g nled g2 G 1y s 0
(32}
1

Say: ‘Who prohibited adornments of Allah which He Brought out for His servants, and the
good from the sustenance?’ Say: ‘These would be for those who believe sincerely in the life
of the world, on the Day of Judgment. Like that We Detail the Signs for a people who know’
[7:32]

AU Gy csst e B0 Sl &1 06 8 (ol ade ) odt G d3s B s 3 R p e o3 022 22 00 1 AR
S 5 AL S el 3T s S5 e (ol ke ) Dt O Sl L T U 225 5 e 0 5 i T 2
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H

A slave of Abu Al-Hassan™®"s, from him?"s, said, ‘l said to him?#%, ‘May | be sacrificed for
you "I How fascinating to the people is the one who eats tasteless food and wears rough
clothes and is humble’. So he®"* said: ‘But do you not know that Yusuf?s, a Prophet™ son of
a Prophet™ was wearing gowns of embroidered brocade and buttons of gold, and he would
sit in the gathering of the progeny of Pharaoh™, giving judgements. So the people were not
needy to his™® clothes, but rather they were needy to his? equitable decisions.

5 A5 B ah g G g s e a5 Ll g2 Y O Jae (Ko 13 5 52T Gk 03] 5 3% JB 15} 8T (3 oY1 e U2 G
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And rather, what is needed from the Imam (leader) is that he should speak the truth, and
when he makes a promise, he fulfils it, and when he gives a judgement, does justice. Allah-?"
did not Prohibit food nor drinks from the Permissible, but rather He®*" Prohibited from the
Prohibitions, be it little or a lot, and Allah?®™ Mighty and Majestic has Said: Say: ‘Who
prohibited adornments of Allah which He Brought out for His servants, and the good from
the sustenance?’ [7:32]?" .8

Amir Al-Momineen Ali®*"s Bin Abu Talib?"s wrote in a letter:

M’UJK}AJ})@ q.&;‘f(sj—fQ&jd.k.«.s'—jfuuh"&ldlb\;d&sbvwéﬂyimwgn ‘(’?’.J"‘ffs‘“m("‘”d

17.15 /291 :1 5lall suds (Extract)
18 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Outfits and the Beautification and the Magnanimity Ch 11 H 5
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In the Name of Allah®% the Beneficent, the Merciful. From a servant of Allah?2% Amir Al-
Momineen Ali®"s Bin Abu Talib®"* to the people of Egypt and Muhammad Bin Abu Bakr’ —
and he (the narrator) mentioned the Hadeeth in its length, and part of it was:

U G e 0 2asl 5 22T o G0 T a8 15 208 o Sl 1N 1T 5 R e s Gt &) B sts G 1D
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And know! O servants of Allah"#"il The pious ones have won the immediate goodness and its
future (goodness). They are participating with the people of the world in their world and they
are not participating the people of the world in the Hereafter, and Allah®?¥ has Permitted
from that world what can suffice them for their needlessness. Allah-?* Mighty and Majestic
Says Say: ‘Who prohibited adornments of Allah which He Brought out for His servants, and
the good from the sustenance?’ Say: ‘These would be for those who are believing sincerely
in the life of the world, on the Day of Judgment. Like that We Detail the Signs for a people
who are knowing’ [7:32].

5 % b Sl 1,0 5 08T B ol 2 e WS R o B gl B ST U it el e w gl G K
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They dwelled in the world with the best of what could be dwelt in it, and their eating was with
the best of what could be eaten, and they participated the people of the world in their world,
so they ate along with them from the good things what they were eating, and they drank with
the best of what they were drinking, and were eating from the best of what they were eating,
and got married from the best of what they were marrying, and they rode on the best of what
they were riding.

T ” od, d<
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They attained the pleasures of the world, and tomorrow they would be in the Vicinity of

Allah??, coveting (desiring) upon Him??¥, So He**"% would be Giving them whatever they

would be coveting. A supplication will not be Rejected to them, nor would a share be reduced
for them from the pleasures.

sl ool Ay )Y 5 03 Y 5 0 gl ek 5 e 4 O e Bk B St b 1ds

Therefore, to this, O servants of Allah??, the one who has intellect would be desiring and

working for with the piety of Allah®®"i. And there is no Strength except with Allah"®%, the
Exalted, the Magnificent’.?®

The classification of the Species of the Land and the Sea

Allah2%i Says in the Holy Quran:
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Permissible for you is the prey of the sea and its food, being a provision for you and for the
sea-farers; and Prohibited upon you is the prey of the sea for as long as you are in lhram;
and fear Allah to Whom you would be gathering [5:96]
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"s having said: ‘There is no problem with it
provided that the one in lhraam were to hunt the fish, and he eats its salt-water ones and its
fresh-water ones, and he provides for himself’. And He*“ Said: ‘Permissible for you is the
prey of the sea and its food, being a provision for you [5:96]' .
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He®"s said: ‘Its salt-water is that which you are eating. And, the difference what is between
these two is that every bird which happens to be in the bushes, and laying its eggs in the land,
so it is from the hunting prey of the land, and whatever was from the prey of the land which
happens to be in the land, and lays its eggs in the sea, and hatch in the sea, so it is from the
prey of the sea’.?°

What is ‘Tender Meat’ from Sea?
{14} 0850 18005 el 2188 o8 55 Gl s Gdi Al g s B0 8T 5 e 0 5
And He is the One Who Made the sea subservient for you to be eating tender meat from it,

and (for) you to extract ornaments from it to wear, and you see the ships cleaving in it, and
for you to seek His Grace, and perhaps you would be grateful [16:14]

Without the Ahadith, one cannot find the definition of ‘ ¢ L 41’ (tender meat). And regarding

meat, one must be certain that it’s permissible (Halal) to consume otherwise it is better not
to touch it, e.g., the following Hadith:

o,e L VLIS S 1 3 il g o) 3 Bty Ol Jl] &0 e o
(Imam Ali®"s said) From the Children of Israel, two nations were lost, one went into the sea

whereas the other went missing into the land, so one should not eat (meat) unless after
becoming absolutely sure about its origin (Halal species).??

20 Al Kafi —V 4 — The Book of Hajj Ch 112 H 1
21 Imam Ali®*s Teaches 400 Golden Rules for the World and the Hereafter, 611: 4o 2 : z Juasdl
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‘Abu Ja’far®“s made me read something from the Book of Ali®"$, so there was in it — you
have been forbidden from the catfish, and the glyptothorax (mountain catfish), and the sea
horse, and the floating fish (dead), and the spleen. | said, ‘O son?*"s of Rasool-Allah=2"W| They
come to us with fish with no scales on it’. So he®"s said: ‘Eat from the fish what has scales for
it, and what does not have scales for it, so do not eat it’.?2

For additional Ahadith on fish and seafood, visit:

Fish Prawn Shrimp | Hubeali

In the following Holy Verse, one cannot know about the ‘well-known days’ (during the month
of Zil Hajj) unless learns from the Ahadith:

{28} 5l o 12ably gl WG 002 20 1455 G e sl o G 2 1585 o ot 54y
So, they would witness the benefits for them, and they would mention the Name of Allah

during the well-known days upon what He has Graced them from the beasts, the cattle.
Therefore, eat from these and feed the destitute, the poor [22:28]

3.
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And (as for) the sacrificial animals, We Made these for you to be from the Rituals of Allah.
There is goodness for you in these, therefore mention the Name of Allah over them in rows.
So, when they fall down on their sides, then eat from these and feed the contented and the
beggar. Like that, We Subject these for you, perhaps you would be thankful [22:36]
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It will never reach Allah, neither its flesh nor its blood, but the piety from you will reach Him.
Like that, We Subjected these for you, for you to exclaim the Greatness of Allah upon what
We Guided you, and give glad tidings to the good doers [22:37]
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22 Al Kafi —V 6 — The Book of HuntingCh 12 H 1
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah%* regarding the Words of Allah®**i Mighty and
Majestic: therefore, mention the Name of Allah over them in rows [22:36]. He "¢ said: ‘That
is where they are stood in a row for the sacrifice. You would tie down its hand in what is
between the hooves up to the knees. And: So, when they fall down [22:36] - is when they fall
upon the ground’.?

Additional Ahadith related to sacrificial animals are included in the Appendix Ill.
Appendix I: Additional Ahadith in the interpretation of Holy Verse 5:3
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far Muhammad?*s Bin Ali Al-Baqir®"“s having said
regarding the Words of the Mighty and Majestic Prohibited unto you is the dead, and the
blood and meat of the pig [5:3] —the Verse, said: ‘The dead, and the blood, and the meat of
the pig is well known, and whatever has been dedicated for other than Allah with - Means
what has been slaughtered for the idols.

Oy IS RN 3 LaghsT ole g s 135 o) 5 L3 05 19S5 i) 05lST L 0L Y IS gt 00 BRI U
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And as for and the strangled, so the Magians were not eating the slaughtered and they were
eating the dead, and they used to strangle the cows and the sheep, so when it was strangled
and died, they ate it. and the fallen - they used to pull it and throw it from the roof, so if it
died, they would eat it. and the gored - they used to have (it fight with the) rams. So when
one of them died, they would eat it.

5 Ol g 05ty 158 L _;L;@iu 55 o g e dll et a1y o alzy Lo 0lSTh \f&;(;i;f(’suil zd KT L g
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23 Al Kafi — V 4 — The Book of HajjCh 185 H 1
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and what the predators have eaten (from), except what you have purified — they used to eat
what was killed by the wolf and the lion, so Allah"#% Mighty and Majestic Prohibited that; and
what is slaughtered upon the altars - they used to sacrifice for the houses of fire worship,
and the Quraysh used to worship the tree and the rock, so they used to slaughter for the sake
of these two.
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And that which you are apportioning with the arrows, that is a transgression -they were
deliberating to the (sacrificial) animal and dividing it into ten parts. Then they would form a
consensus over it and hand these arrows to a man. The arrows were ten in number, seven of
which had a head and three did not. So, the ones which had heads were Al-Faz, and Al-
Taw’am, and Al-Masbal and Al-Nafas, and Al-Halas, and Al-Rageeb, and Al-Moala. So Al-Faz
had one share, and Al-Tawa’im had two shares, and Al-Masbak had three shares, and Al-Nafas
had four shares, and Al-Halas had five shares, and Al-Rageeb had six shares, and Al-Moala
had seven shares.
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And the one which did not have a head for it were the Al-Safeeh, and Al-Mani’e, and Al-
Wagad, and the price of the (sacrificial) animal was paid by the one from whom one of these
came out. L)l 9o ' And it is the gambling; therefore Allah®¥ Mighty and Majestic
Prohibited it’.24
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‘I asked Abu Abdullah?"s about the man who sent his dog upon the prey, so it seized it, and
there did not happen to be a knife with him to slaughter it with. Can he leave it until it (the
dog) kills it and (then) he eats from it?’ He®"s said: ‘There is no problem. Allah-?* Mighty and
Majestic Says so eat from what they catch for you [5:4], and it is not befitting if you eat from
what the leopard kills’.2

24 57 /451 :JLax
25 Al Kafi— V 6 — The Book of HuntingCh 1H 8
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"s regarding the Words of Allah-**"i and what you
have trained the preying ones to hunt, teaching them from what Allah Taught you; so eat
from what they catch for you, and mention the Name of Allah upon it [5:4]. He®"* said:
‘There is no problem in eating what the (hunting dog) has caught, from what the dog did not
eat from. So if the dog has eaten from it, and you are aware of it, so do not eat it’.%®
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‘Zayd Bin Al-Khayl and Wa’dy Bin Hatim Al-Taiyeen came to Rasool-Allah**"%¥ and both said,
‘Among us there are two men for whom there are six dogs. They seize the cows, and the wild
beasts, and the antelopes. So, from these are those who have not been slaughtered, and from
these are what have died, and Allah?" has Forbidden the dead. So what is Permissible for us
from this?’ So Allah??¥i Revealed so eat from what they catch for you [5:4] [5:4]. And Rasool-
Allah*"% named him as Zayd Al-Khayr (the good)’.?”
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‘I asked Abu Abdullah@*s about the prey of the buzzards and the falcons, and the dogs, and
the leopards. So he™®"* said: ‘Do not eat the prey of anything from these except what you
purify (slaughter), except for the hunting dog’. | said, ‘Suppose it kills it?" He™®"s said: ‘Eat,
because Allah?? Mighty and Majestic is Saying and what you have trained the preying ones
to hunt . .. and mention the Name of Allah upon it [5:4] %
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27 Hadeeth No. 75
28 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Hunting Ch 1H 9
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"s having said regarding a prey of the dog, if the
man sends it and Names (Bismillah), so let him eat from what it remains upon it, even if it has
killed, and even if it has eaten (from it). So eat from what remains, even it was not trained
(earlier on), but he trained it in that very moment, then sends it, so he eats from it, for it is
trained.
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So as for (a hunting animal) different to the dog, from what is hunted by the leopard, and the
falcon, and similar ones to that, so do not eat from its prey, except what you come to and
purify (slaughter) it, because Allah?*% Mighty and Majestic is Saying ‘preying ones [5:4]. So
whatever was different to the dog, so its prey is not from what can be eaten, except if you
come to it, (and you) purify (slaughter) it’.%°
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‘I asked Abu Abdullah®"s about a dog which fled, and was not sent by its owner, so it hunted.
Then its owner came over, and it had killed it. Can he eat from it?’ So he®"s said: ‘No’.
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And he®%s said: ‘When it hunts, and it has been Named (Bismillah), so let him eat, and if it

hunts and has not been Named (Bismillah), so no; and this is from what and what you have
trained the preying ones to hunt [5:4] 3°
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‘Abu Abdullah?%s said: ‘My2s"s father issued a Verdict and he™®"Ys was fearing (the clan of
Umayya), and we®"* (also) fear (the clan of Umayya), regarding the prey of the falcons and
the hawks; and as for now, so we®"* are not fearing (the clan Umayya), and we®"* are not
Permitting its prey, except if you were to come to it and purify (slaughter) it, for it is in the

29 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Hunting Ch 1 H 14
30 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Hunting Ch 1 H 16
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Book of Ali®%s that Allah®"i Mighty and Majestic is Saying and what you have trained the
preying ones to hunt [5:4], is regarding the dogs’.3!

For detailed Ahadith on the rules of hunting refer to Al Kafi —V 6 — The Book of Hunting —

https://hubeali.com/books/English-Books/AlKafiVol6/Al%20Kafi%20V%206%20-
%20The%20Book%20Hunting.pdf

Appendix ll: Permissible for you are (all from) the good things 5:4

FU el g Aol Codal) pLdl 230 e gy o) O3 o8 (3 el Sl 28T T o 2 T b 3Gl s i Jus
G i) odn uSs ST, o Al e mp L3 Lewis SUH 5 allll @ Loy & Y] il ga g sl oW1 allall b
iy g ollazeg Lo ga SIS AN 3 olbll gee 3 1salis) o Lkl (bl g DU (el cI3 O ) sey Lo g aie 2000
bbb ga gad 30U Y L ) s Jog gl OY dof J¥ 5 bl n alST 3 oS0 oS 031 ) I 2 058 5 sl JU
o D el O I OF e Azl T 0L 3L OSTI3] 5 o) e Y s 9 SO g2 (ST IV g o) i b D> 42 (5
sz 3 el 5 WSale NS o oLl b8 S0 ok e o Ll a3l () it S e Y Y sl 18
Jof 8 o Jeais il of 231 3 0L 5400 5 420 il St dg e LYY L L ek p ol nagall
L dsh ot g 38155 L olib e LT 5,0 T L Lo JB 5 03 S gl T 3 053 2 4L S syl JB cllall (SO

crngall ol 2V s OF Y Tl Yo o381 @ G IS 2

S 3 2T ol ey @S (Kl G K5y W 11 (G O oo il L 5 B 3T ol o 2 2 1 L Sy J6
G calsT o Uoadai § Y cladas OSTI3] ¢ o5 5 el Lo ST 5 collaod) -l ol Sler bl Y tall STy sllsi &
e ne o O Ldes (ST

Allah?2¥ the Almighty said: They ask you (Rasool), what is lawful for them. Say: Lawful for
you are all good things. Good is originally the opposite of bad and is divided into three
categories: good that is pleasant, good that is permissible, and good that is pure. The origin
is one, which is pleasant, except that the pure and permissible are described by it as a simile
since that which reason or the law forbids is like that which this soul struggles to divert
from, and that which calls for it is the opposite of that, so good is permissible and good is
clean. They differed about the meaning of good things in the verse.

Al-Balkhi said: It is that which is pleasant and enjoyable. Al-Tabari and others said: It is
permissible that your Lord has permitted you to eat from the slaughtered animals. The first is
more appropriate because the second is interpreted as something that is of no benefit, and it
is: They ask you: What is permissible for them? So it was said: What is permissible for you is
permissible, and this has no meaning. If what is meant by what is permissible is what is
pleasurable, then it is good to say that the things that are forbidden are not pleasurable
because not everyone is inclined to dead meat, and blood is not among the good provisions,
so say to them, “The good foods are lawful for you.” The pronoun in “They ask you” refers to
the believers who were forbidden what was detailed in the first verse of His statement,

31 Al-Kafi — V 6 — The Book of HuntingCh2 H 1
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“Forbidden to you are dead meat, blood, the flesh of swine,” meaning they ask you to detail
what is permissible, so say, “Lawful for you are the good foods.” Abu Ali said, “Everything that
is not mentioned in the verses of prohibition is all permissible.” And the Most High said: O
you who have believed, eat from the good things which We have provided for you. And similar
to it is His statement: O mankind, eat from whatever is on the earth [that is] lawful and good.
However, this verse is addressed to the believers. And He said: “They ask you, [O
Muhammad], what is lawful for them. Say: Lawful for you are [all] good things and what you
have taught of birds of prey to hunt.” Until His statement: “So eat of what they catch for you.”
And this is the clearest verse in the Book of Allah regarding hunting and eating game, because
it indicates the permissibility of training birds of prey to hunt, and eating what they hunt and
kill, if it is trained, because if it did not kill it, it would not be permissible. Eat it, until it is
slaughtered, whether it is taught or not.3?
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Abu Abdullah2*s has said: ‘In the Book of Ali-®**s regarding the Words of Allah?? Mighty and
Majestic and what you have trained the preying ones to hunt [5:4]. He®"* said: ‘These are
the (hunting) dogs’.33
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‘| asked Abu Ja’far®%s about the Words of Allah#"i Mighty and Majestic and the food of those

Given the Book is Permissible for you, and your food is Permissible for them [5:5], so the

Imam™"s said: ‘The grains and the vegetables’.3*
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"s regarding the Words of the High and the food
of those Given the Book is Permissible for you, and your food is Permissible for them [5:5],
so he®%s said: ‘The lentils and chickpeas, and other (like) that’.3°
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‘| asked Abu Ja’far?"s about the Words of Allah?? Mighty and Majestic and the chaste ones
from those Given the Book from before you [5:5]. So, he®"* said: ‘This (Verse) has been
Abrogated by His#% Words And do not hold on to the marriages of the Kafirs [60:10] .3°

Appendix lll: Ahadith on Sacrificial Animals
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah**s regarding the Words of Allah?"i the Exalted: So
when they fall down on their sides [22:36]. He*"* said: ‘When it falls upon the ground, so
eat from it, and feed the ‘Contented’ (needy who do not beg), and the ‘beggar’ (passing by)’.
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He (the narrator) said: ”@}LSJ\ is the one who is pleased with what he is given and neither gets
angry nor frown, nor twists his mouth out of anger; and x4l is the one who passes by, so
you feed him’.>’
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"s regarding the words of Allah??*i Mighty and
Majestic: So when they fall down on their sides, then eat from these and feed the contented
and the beggar [22:36]. He™"* said: ‘The &l is the one who is contented with whatever you

35374 /88 :9 Cudgd
3.8 /358 :5 Kl
37 Al Kafi — V 4 — The Book of Hajj Ch 186 H 2

Page 21 of 22




Seafood — Not All is Permissible www.hubeali.com

give him; and the %&4)1 is the one who passes by, and the beggar who asks you by his hand,
and the w3W!is the poor one’.®
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(It has been narrated) from a slave of Abu Abdullah™@¥s having said, ‘I saw Abu Al-Hassan?s"s
the 1%t calling for his camel, so he sacrificed it. So, when the camel-slayers struck its veins, it
fell upon the ground, and something from its hump was exposed. He®"* said: ‘Cut it and eat
from it, and feed (others from it), for Allah®¥ Mighty and Majestic is Saying: So when they
fall down on their sides, then eat from these [22:36] .*°
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‘Abu Abdullah@"s said: ‘Sa’d Bin Abdul Malik proceeded to Hajj, and he met my"s father
asws ‘and he said, ‘I slayed a sacrificial animal, so how should | deal with it?’ So my?"s father
asws said to him: ‘Feed a third to your family, and feed a third to the contented one and to the
beggar, and a third to the poor’.
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I#sWs said: ‘The poor ones, they are the askers?” He™®%s said: ‘Yes’. And he™®"s said: ‘The
contented is the one who is content with whatever is sent to him from the part and what is
above it, and the beggar, it is befitting for him more than that, and he is richer than the
contented one who sees you but does no ask you”.%°

38 Al Kafi — V 4 — The Book of Hajj Ch 186 H 6
39 Al Kafi — V 4 — The Book of Hajj Ch 186 H9
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