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In the Name of Allah®*% the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah??% Lord?* of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief
Muhammad=®"% and his*®¥¥ Purified Progeny®"s, and greetings with abundant greetings.
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‘Seena ba Seena learning or by
the Text (Quran and Ahadith)’

Summary:

Allah?®% Sent Holy Books and Commanded His?*" Prophets® to explain the Verses of
Allah?2¥, Allah-#2% did not leave the matters of the religion at the mercy of people’s memories
- for them to transfer Allah?*’s Commands from ‘Seena ba Seena’ (from a chest to a chest,
i.e., from a father to a son). Allah?*¥ Preferred written text in order to avoid differing in the
transmission of the Holy Message, as otherwise the original Message would get corrupted
over a duration of time, either deliberately or due to forgetfulness of people.

One may argue that Shias were persecuted by the enemies of Ahl Al-Bayt®%“s, so the
knowledge of Ahl Al-Bayt®"* had to be transferred ‘Seena ba Seena’. Well, this argument
cannot be supported by any Hadith. However, there are so many Ahadith which emphasise
that the need to record Ahadith in forms of written text (i.e., books) as these will be useful
for later generations.
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And from a number of our companions, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Muhammad Bin Al Hassan Bin Abu
Khalid Sheynulat, said:

‘| said to Abu Ja’far@%s the second, ‘May | be sacrificed for you™@"s! Our elders used to narrate
from Abu Ja'far®%s and Abu Abd Allah®%s, and it was a period of severe dissimulation
(Tagayya). They used to hide their books and not narrate from them. When they died, they
left their books for us’. He*"s said, Narrate by them, for they are the truth’.?

In addition, any knowledge which one has either from ‘Seena ba Seend’ or through a dream,
ilham (thoughts in the heart) has to be verified against the Holy Quran and Ahadith, otherwise

2 Wasail ul Shia, H. 33272
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it cannot be talked about in public, as due to lack of its reliability, it will cause contention and

distress among the believers.

For example, Imam™s¥s says:
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Abu Abdullah®"Ys said: ‘The heart relies upon the written (words)’.3

Also, Amir ul-Momineen™®W%s ysed to write down whatever was Revealed unto Rasool-
Allahsaww.
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Thus, whatever was Revealed unto Rasool-Allah*®¥ a Verse from the Quran except that
he*2WW recited it and dictated it to me"“*. So I*%* wrote it down by my** own handwriting,

and he*®Y taught me®"* its explanation and its interpretation, and its Abrogating and its
Abrogated, and its Decisive and its Allegorical, and its particular and its general. And hes@WW
supplicated to Allah-#?" that He®" should Give me s its understanding and its preservation.
So, | did not forget a Verse from the Book of Allah*"i, nor any knowledge dictated unto

me %, and " wrote it down since he W supplicated to Allah?*¥ for me?** with what

hesaW supplicated (An extract).

3 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 17 H 8
4 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 20 H 1
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Introduction:

The Holy Quran was memorised by many companions of Rasool Allah®"W but that was not
transmitted to next generations and that remained for their own benefit while they remained
in the world. The Holy Quran which we have or Muslims memorise today is from the written
texts. Similarly, there are over 150,000 written Ahadith in books of traditions. Imam=2s"s says:
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah®"s saying: ‘You must write down, for you would not be preserving
(original message) until you are writing it down’.>

It is Important to Write and Read Ahadith:
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‘Abu Abdullah?%s said: ‘Be preserving with your books, for very soon you would need those’.®
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‘Abu Abdullah®"* said to me: ‘Write and transmit your knowledge among your brethren. So,
if you were to die, so leave your books as an inheritance, for there would be coming a time of

5 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 17 H 9
6 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 17 H 10
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commotion upon the people, they would not be finding comfort (during) in it but except with
your books’.’
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And in the Ziyaarat, the Hadith of Muhammad Bin Maarid has mentioned:

Abu Abd Allah®"s regarding the virtues of the Ziyaarat of Amir-ul-Momineen?"s — until he
3sws said - : ‘O Ibn Maarid! Write down this Hadith in golden liquid’.®
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And it has preceded regarding the enjoining of the good in a Hadith on blood rights — until he
asws gaid: ‘Write this down in gold (as it will never fade away — since gold is not corroded), for
you will not have written anything better than this’.?
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And it has been narrated by Al-Saffar in Basaair Al-Darajaat from them™*"s a Hadith regarding
the virtues of the Imams?s¥s — until he®"* said: ‘It is (more like) obligatory to write down this
Hadith by the ink of gold (which would neither fade nor corrode)’.°
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And from them, from Ahmad, from Muhammad Bin Ali who has narrated the following:

Abu Abd Allah®"%s said: ‘Beware of lies and deceit’. It was said to him@%s, “‘What lies and
deceit?’ He®%* said: ‘A man narrates a Hadith to you and you avoid him and narrate from the
one whom he had narrated from’.*!
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7 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 17 H 11
882 5 275 anth ploy, H. 33264

9 Wasail ul Shia, H. 33265

19 \Wasail ul Shia, H. 33266

"' Wasail ul Shia, H. 33267
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And from Ahmad Bin Mehran, from Abdul Azeem Al Hasany, from Ali Bin Asbaat, from Al Hakam Bin Ayman,
from Abu Baseer said:

‘| asked Abu Abd Allah®s"s regarding the Words of Allah®?¥/ Mighty and Majestic, Those who
listen to the word, then follow the best of it - 39:18 ,until the end of the Verse’. He™®"* said:
‘They are the ones who have submitted to the Progeny®"s of Muhammad=**", when they
hear the Hadith, they do not add anything to it nor do they leave anything out of it, they go
with it (act upon it) as they have heard it’.1?
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And from Al Husayn Bin Muhammad, from Moala Bin Muhammad, from Ali Ibn Asbaat who has narrated the
following:

Al-Reza®¥s in the Hadith Al-Kanz in which Allah®% Mighty and Majestic has Said, and there
was beneath it a treasure belonging to them — 18:82 , when it was said to him@"“s, ‘May | be
your ransom, | would like to write it down’. He®"s hit his*“* hand, by Allah#*, towards the
ink pot and placed it in front of me. | kissed his®%s hand and took it, and wrote it down’.3

C;»‘M;\J\; ccjsdyf,@d\dwdm\fwedwdw\f&dwfj

And from Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Isa, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Abu
Nasr, from Jameel Bin Daraaj who has narrated the following:

Abu Abd Allah?%s said: ‘Place ‘e’raab’ on our?¥s Hadith for we"s are an eloquent people’.14
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And from Ali Bin Muhammad, from Sahl Bin Ziyad, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Umar Bin Abdul Aziz, from
Hisham Bin Saalim, and Hamaad Bin Uthman, and others, who have narrated the following:

‘We have heard Abu Abd Allah™3s¥s say: ‘My2%s Hadith is the Hadith of my " father?s*s, and
the Hadith of my@Ys fathera%s is the Hadith of my®*¥s grandfather?"s, and the Hadith of my-
asws grandfather is the Hadith of Al-Husayn?*s, and the Hadith of Al-Husayn®*"s is the Hadith
of Al-Hassan®"s, and the Hadith of Al-Hassan is the Hadith of Amir-ul-Momineen?"*, and the

12 Wasail ul Shia, H. 33268
13 Wasail ul Shia, H. 33269
14 Wasail ul Shia, H. 33270
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Hadith of Amir-ul-Momineen®%s is the Hadith of the Rasool Allah*®"%, and the Hadith of the
Rasool Allaha"¥ s the Words of Allah?2"i Mighty and Majestic’.1®

Imam™?¥s Provides a pen to write a Hadith:
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And from Muhammad Bin Al Hassan, from one of our companions, from Ali Bin Al Hakam, from Al Hakam Bin
Maskeen, from A man from the Quraysh who said:

Sufyan Al-Sury told him to accompany him to Ja’far Bin Muhammad?*"s. He said, ‘l went with
him to him™?%s, Sufyan said to him™?¥s, ‘O Abu Abd Allahs¥$| Narrate to us the sermon of the
Rasool Allah*®¥ in Masjid Al-Kheef’. Until he said that Sufyan said, ‘Get for me a pen and
paper so that | may write it down’. He%s ordered it for him, then said: “Write — In the Name
of Allah?"i the Beneficent the Merciful — Sermon of the Rasool Allah™**"" in Masjid Al-Kheef:
‘May Allah-**"i Make happy a servant who hears my"¥ speech, accepts it, tells it to the one
to whom it has not been told. O you People! Let those who are present tell it to those who
are absent. Sometimes a recipient is not an understanding one, and sometimes the one to
whom he relates it to is more understanding than him’.1®
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And from Abu Al Abbas Bin Nuh, from Al Safwany, from Al Hassan Ibn Muhammad Bin Al Wajna’ who says:

‘We wrote to Abu Muhammad=*s asking him?*"s to write or give us a book that we can act
by it. He®"s sent to us a book of action’. Safwany said: ‘We copied it by the writing of Ibn
Khanab, and there was a difference of a little bit more or less. And Al-Najashy mentioned,
‘The book of Ubeydullah Bin Ali Al-Hably was presented to Al-Sadiq?®%s., He%* deemed it to
be correct and good’.'’

15 Wasail ul Shia, H. 33271
16 Wasail ul Shia, H. 33289
17 Wasail ul Shia, H. 33326
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Looking into the Parchment is an act of worship
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah?"s, said, ‘l said to him@%s, ‘May | be sacrificed for
you "I | have memorised the Quran by heart, reading it from memory so is it superior or
looking into the Parchment (while reciting)?’ So he®%* said to me: ‘But, recite and while
looking into the Parchment, for it is superior. Do you not know that the looking into the
Parchment is an act of worship?’!8

Concluding Hadith:
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‘I asked Abu Abdullah?** about the differing in the Ahadith being reported by the ones we
trust with it and the ones we do not trust with it’. He%s said: ‘Whenever a Hadith arrives to
you and you find evidence for it from the Book of Allah-®¥, or from the words of Rasool-

Allahs®"Y (fine), or else, the one which came to you which was the closest with it (the
Book)’.®

18 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Merits of the Quran CH 8 H 5
1 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 21 H 2
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