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In the Name of Allah=? the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah™®?" Lord°?" of the

Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad=*"* and his*®"" Purified Progeny ", and
greetings with abundant greetings.

‘Self-Accountability Mahasabah’

Summary:

Amir ul-Momineen@"s says: A Momin’s today is better than his yesterday. So a believer’s
religion and conduct is improved by each day.
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‘He@Ws (Ali@Ws Amir ul Momineen@*¢) was asked about the good, ‘What is it?’
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(Imam™s¥s replied as part of a long Hadith) And there is no good in the world except for two
(types of) men —a man who commits a sin, so he rectifies it by the repentance, and a man
hastening in doing the good deeds; and do not belittle a deed done with the piety, and how
can it be little what is Accepted?’’?
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Al-Hassan Al-Maazy?%s (7t Imam™*"%) having said: ‘He is not
from us@"s, the one who does not account himself during every day. So, if he has done good

1 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 66 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 38 H 121
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deeds, he would ask Allah??¥ for an increase, and if he has done evil deeds, he would seek
Forgiveness of Allah® from it and repent to Him=2+" 2
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‘Al-Hassan@Ys Bin Ali®"s having said: ‘The servant cannot be a Momin until he reckons
himself the severest than the reckoning of a partner of his partner, and the master of his
slave” 3

‘In a Hadeeth by Abu Zarr™, he™ said, ‘Rasool-Allah™®"¥ said: ‘Upon the intellectual is that
there happen to be three timings for him — a time during which he whispers to his Lord2%
Mighty and Majestic, and a time during which he reckons himself, and a time he contemplates
regarding what Allah#% Mighty and Majestic has Done to him, and a timing he is alone during
it with a share of himself from the Permissible (activity)”’.*
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‘Abu Abdullah™@"s said to a man: ‘Make your heart to be a righteous companion as a child
would be grateful to its parents, and make your deed to be a father which you follow
(cheerfully), and make your ‘Nafs’ (yourself) to be an enemy against which you wage a war,
and make your wealth as a lease you will be returning’.®
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2 Al-Kafi V 2 — The Book of Belief and Disbelief CH 202 H 2

3 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 67 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 45 H 22
4 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr-Ch 80 H 7
5 Al-Kafi V 2 — The Book of Belief and Disbelief CH 202 H 7
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®%Y having said: ‘It was said to Amir Al-
Momineen@"s, ‘Advise us and be brief’. So, he®% said: ‘The world, its Permissible would be
accounted for, and its Prohibition would be Punished for, and I"*¥* am cautioning you of the
comfort, and for what are you not following from the Sunnah of your Prophet=®"¥%, seeking
what would make you transgress, and you are not being pleased with what is sufficing you?’.°

Additional Ahadith related to self-accountability are included in the Appendix.

6 Al-Kafi V 2 — The Book of Belief and Disbelief CH 202 H 23
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APPENDIX

Additional Ahadith on Self-Accountability
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(It has been narrated) from Ali®%s Bin Al-Husayn " having said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen s was
saying: ‘But rather the eras are three — (Past, present and future) — days you are (living in).
Yesterday passed away with whatever was in it and it will not be returning, ever! So, if you
had worked good during it, you will not grieve of its going away and you will be happy with
what is coming in the future of it. But if you had wasted (your time) during it, your regret of
its going away would be intense due to your wasting (your time) during it.
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And you are (now) in your day in which you have come to be in a surprise from the coming
morning and you do not know, perhaps you may not reach it, and if you do reach it, perhaps
your share in it regarding the wastage would be similar to your share (of wastage) during
yesterday, the past from you.
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So one day from the three has passed (yesterday) and you wasted in it, and a day you are
awaiting for (tomorrow), with you not being upon a certainty from it from leaving the wasting,
and rather it is your day which you have come to be in (today), and it is befitting for you that
you use your intellect and think regarding what you wasted during the yesterday past from
what was lost from you during it, from the performance of the good deeds you did not happen
to earn and from the evil deeds you did not happen to be deficient from.
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And you are with this with the welcoming of the future of tomorrow upon without a certainty
that you will reach it, and upon without a certainty from earning good deeds or turning away
from the evil deeds, frustrated. Thus, you are from your day which you are welcoming
(tomorrow) upon a similar (state) of your day which has gone behind you (yesterday).
Therefore perform the work of a man who does not hope from the days except for his day
which he has come to be in (today) and his night. So, either work or let it be, and Allah* is
the Aider upon that’.”
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far?®"s having said: ‘O Abu Al Nu’'man! Do not let the people
deceive you from yourself, for the matter will arrive to you besides them, and do not pass
your day with such and such, as you are one who is preserving your deeds upon you. And
perform good deeds, for I*%* cannot see anything producing better results, nor anything
easier as a remedy, than a new good deed for an old sin’.
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— similar to it.2
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‘Abu Abdullah@"s said: ‘Carry yourself (your burden) by yourself, for it you do (or) not do so,
others will not carry you’.?
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‘Abu Abdullah?"s said to a man: ‘You have been made to be a physician of your-self, and the
illnesses have been clarified to you, and you have recognised the signs of good health, and

7 Al-Kafi V 2 — The Book of Belief and Disbelief CH 202 H 1
8 Al-Kafi V 2 — The Book of Belief and Disbelief CH 202 H 3
9 Al-Kafi V 2 — The Book of Belief and Disbelief CH 202 H 5
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you have been indicated upon the medication, therefore look how you are standing (burden)
upon yourself’.1°
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‘Abu Abdullah@"%s said: ‘And from him, raising it, said, ‘Abu Abdullah®"s said: ‘Limit your
‘Nafs’ (soul) from what harms it before it departs from you and strive in its liberation just as
you strive in seeking your livelihood, for your ‘Nafs’ is pledged with your deeds ([74:38]
Every soul is held in pledge for what it earns)’.*!
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‘Abu Abdullah@Ys said: ‘How many are the ones who seek for the world and do not achieve
it, and its achievers have separated from it (have died). So do not pre-occupy ‘Nafs’
(yourselves) in seeking it (too much) from performing your deed, and beseech it from its Giver
and its Owner. So how many are the greedy ones upon the world were cut down and pre-
occupied themselves with whatever they achieved from it, (while keep themselves away)
from seeking the Hereafter - until one’s life-time perished and he realised his death’.
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And Abu Abdullah?¥s said: ‘The (real) prisoner is that one whose world has imprisoned him
from his Hereafter’.12
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far?"“s having said: “‘When a man comes to the age of forty
it is said to him: ‘Take a caution, for you are without an excuse’, and there is no person of
forty (years of age) more rightful with the caution than a person of twenty, for what is seeking

10 Al-Kafi V 2 — The Book of Belief and Disbelief CH 202 H 6
11 Al-Kafi V 2 — The Book of Belief and Disbelief CH 202 H 8
12 Al-Kafi V 2 — The Book of Belief and Disbelief CH 202 H 9
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them both, is the one (death) and it is not sleeping. Therefore, work for what is in front of you
from the horrors and stay away from the useless speech’.'3
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‘Abu Abdullah®%s said: ‘Work (on behalf of) ‘Nafs’ (yourself) for (the sake of) your ‘Nafs’
(yourself). Take from it during the good health before the sickness, and during the strength
before the weakness, and during the life before the death’.'*
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"s having said: ‘The day, when it comes, says, ‘O
son of Adam™* work good in this day of yours, | will testify for you with it in the Presence of
your Lord??"i on the Day of Judgment, for | did not come to you in what is lost (gone) nor will
| come to you in what remains (future - as you may not be alive)’. And when the night comes,
it says similar to that’.?
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‘A man came over to Amir Al-Momineen™%s and he said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen%s! Advise
me of an aspect from the aspects of the righteousness | can attain salvation with it’. Amir Al-
Momineen@"s said: ‘O you questioner! Listen intently, then understand, then be convinced,
and perform; and know that the people are three (types) — an ascetic, and a patient, and a
coveting one (having cravings).
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13 Al-Kafi V 2 — The Book of Belief and Disbelief CH 202 H 10
14 Al-Kafi V 2 — The Book of Belief and Disbelief CH 202 H 11
15 Al-Kafi V 2 — The Book of Belief and Disbelief CH 202 H 12
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So as for the ascetic one, so the grief and the happiness has exited from his heart, so he does
not get happy with anything from the world nor does he despair upon anything that is lost
from him. Thus, he is in peace (of mind).
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And as for the patient one, so he wishes for it in his heart. So, when he does attain from it,
reins (restraints) his self from it due to the evil consequences of it and its seduction. Were
you to be notified upon (the contents of) his heart it would astonish you from its chastity, and
its humbleness, and its resoluteness.
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And as for the covetous one, so he does not care from when the world comes to him, from its
Permissible (means) or from its Prohibited (means), and he does not care what filth there is
in its display, and it destroys his soul, and removes his honour. Thus, these (covetous ones)
are in the midst of disturbances’.'®
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah@%* having said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen?"s said: ‘Do
not belittle what would benefit on the Day of Judgment, nor belittle what would harm on the
Day of Judgment. Thus, you should become, regarding whatever Allah?® Mighty and
Majestic Informed you all, like the one who can visualise it’.%’
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah@"Ys saying: ‘If you are able upon that you are not recognised, then do
so, so what would be upon you if the people do not mention you in praise, and what is upon

16 Al-Kafi V 2 — The Book of Belief and Disbelief CH 202 H 13
17 Al-Kafi V 2 — The Book of Belief and Disbelief CH 202 H 14
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you if you become condemned in the presence of the people while you are a Praised one in
the Presence of Allah?2¥?’
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Then he®%s said: ‘Ali®%s Bin Abu Talib®%* said: ‘There is no goodness in the life except for
two (types of) men —a man who increases goodness every day and a man who rectifies his
evil deeds with the repentance, and (unless) there is an obstruction for him with the
repentance.
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By Allah?2%il Even if one were to perform Sajdah (prostration) until his neck gets cut off,
Allah®¥i Blessed and High will not Accept it from him except by our®%“ Wilayah - the
People®Ys of the Household.
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Indeed! And the one who recognises our?®"“s rights and hopes for the Rewards regarding
us@W%s and he would be pleased with his subsistence of half a Mudd (1 Mudd = 750 gms.)
during every day, and with what can conceal his bareness, and with what can cover his head,
and they, by Allah® are fearful during that, and are agreeing lovingly that it is their share
from the world, and that is how Allah#¥ Mighty and Majestic Described them, so He 3% Said
[23:60] And the ones who give what they give whilst their hearts are full of fear that to their
Lord they would be returning.
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Then he®"s said: ‘What is that which they would be bringing? By Allah??¥! They would be

bringing with them the obedience, the love and the Wilayah, and they would be fearful during

that. Their fear would not be the fear of doubt, but they would be fearing that perhaps they
have been deficient (Mukassireen) in our®"s love and our?"“s obedience’.'®
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18 Al-Kafi V 2 — The Book of Belief and Disbelief CH 202 H 15
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‘I heard Abu Al-Hassan™®"* saying: ‘Do not consider it a lot, a lot of goodness, and do not
consider it as few, the few sins, for the few sins would be gathering until they become a lot;
and be fearful of Allah™ in the secret until you are obeying the fairness from yourselves;
and hasten to the obedience of Allah??¥ and ratify the Ahadeeth, and pay the entrustment,
so rather that is for you; and do not indulge in what is not Permissible for you, for rather that
is upon you (the burden of the sins)’.*°
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’fara%s, said, ‘I heard him?¥s saying: ‘How good are the
good deeds after the evil deeds, and how ugly are the evil deeds after the good deeds’.?°
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah?"s having said: ‘You are all (living) in a term which
is being marked (allotted) and days which are numbered, and the death comes unexpectedly.
The one who cultivates goodness would harvest (eternal) Bliss, but the one who cultivates
evil would harvest regret; and for every farmer is what he farms; and the slow moving one
from you will not be preceded by his share, nor would the greedy one comes across what is
not Ordained for him. The one who does good, Allah-*?* will Grant him good, but the one who
saves (himself from) evil, So Allah#¥ will Save evil for him’.%!
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah@$¥s having said: ‘A man came over to Abu Zarr?"and
he said, ‘O Abu Zarr?'l What is the matter with us that we dislike the death?’ So he™@" said:

19 Al-Kafi V 2 — The Book of Belief and Disbelief CH 202 H 17
20 Al-Kafi V 2 — The Book of Belief and Disbelief CH 202 H 18
21 Al-Kafi V 2 — The Book of Belief and Disbelief CH 202 H 19
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‘Because you are all building the world and ruining the Hereafter, therefore you are disliking
to be transferred from buildings to the ruins’.
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So he said to him™", ‘So how do you™ see our proceeding to Allah#%?’ So he™®" said: ‘As for
the good ones from you, so he is like the absentee proceeding to his family, and as for the
disobedient ones from you, so he is like the absconder (slave) returning to his master’.

s A B8 5 e I 8 Ok A Gy ol I iSOl 10 51 06 B e Wls o GiSE 6
So he said: ‘So how do you™" see our state in the Presence of Allah2*?’ He"*" said: ‘Your deeds
would be presented upon the Book. Allah?" is Saying [82:13] Most surely the righteous are
in Bliss, [82:14] And most surely the wicked are in Blazing Fire’.
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He?%s said: ‘So the man said, ‘So where is the Mercy of Allah?%?’ He" said: ‘The Mercy of
Allah?™i js nearby to the good doers’.
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Abu Abdullah"s said: ‘And a man wrote to Abu Zarr?", may Allah?" be Pleased with hims,
‘O Abu Zarr@'! Present to me something from the knowledge’. So he®" wrote to him: ‘The
knowledge is a lot, but if you are able that you do not disappoint the one whom you love,
then do so’. So, the man said to him™", ‘And have you?" seen anyone who disappoint the one
whom he loves?’ Therefore, he™" said to him: ‘Yes, your soul is the most beloved of the selves
to you. So, when you disobey Allah?", so you would have disappointed it’.%?
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah?%s, said, ‘I heard him™?*"s saying: ‘Be patient upon
the obedience of Allah®" and observe patience from the disobedience of Allah?%, for
rather, the world is for a moment. So, what is past, you will neither find joy for it nor a grief,

22 Al-Kafi V 2 — The Book of Belief and Disbelief CH 202 H 20
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and what has not come yet, so you do not recognise it. Therefore, be patient upon that time
which you are in (now), so it would be as if you have been backbit’.?
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘Al-Khizr? said to Musa™: ‘O
Musa?! Rectify the day which is in front of you™®, so look which day it is and prepare the
answer for it, for you™ would be Paused and Questioned; and take your? advice from the
time, for the long time is short, therefore work as if you™ can see the Rewards for your deed
so that you™ in order for it to be a greed for you™ regarding the Hereafter, for whatever
comes from the word is like what has turned away from it’.24

23 Al-Kafi V 2 — The Book of Belief and Disbelief CH 202 H 21
24 Al-Kafi V 2 — The Book of Belief and Disbelief CH 202 H 22

Page 14 of 14




