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In the Name of Allah?" the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah-?" Lord-2* of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief
Muhammad=2"* and his*®¥¥ Purified Progeny®"s, and greetings with abundant greetings.
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Snooping and Gossiping
Summary:

These days, embarrassing, impolite and disgusting pieces of information are shared in the
name of breaking news — all of these are forbidden in Islam. Sometimes, it is done with an
excuse — ‘forwarded as received’ — to shift the blame to the source. And discussing others,
behind their back, has become the norm and gossiping and snooping have been widely
practised without reflecting that these are grave sins and prohibited in Islam. All these vices
are to peak closer to the last time of the world, i.e., the time of the reappearance of the 12t
Imam-fi,

Rasool Allah2"" foretold to Salman (Al-Farsi) about the affairs of the people of the last time:

‘And lying would become common, and obstinacy would be apparent, and hunger would be
widespread, and the enjoining of the good would be disliked along with the prohibiting of the
evil, to the extent that a believer of that era would be the most humiliated one of the
communities...” (an extract).?

Allah?*I Dislikes Spying and Snooping:
it ke el 3 fas ) foid 3ol o &) s

(Surah) Al Noor: Those who love that the scandal should spread regarding those who

believe, for them would be a painful Punishment, [24:19]
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah@%* having said: ‘The one who says regarding a
Momin what he saw and what his ears heard, so he is from the ones for whom Allah?2%
Mighty and Majestic Says: Those who love that the scandal should spread regarding those
who believe, for them would be a painful Punishment [24:19].”?

1303 :2 Al ypudd
2 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 148 H 2
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Sahl Bin Ziyad, from Yahya Bin Al-Mubarak, from Abdullah Bin Jabalat, from Muhammad Bin Al-Fazeyl, who has
narrated the following:

Abu Al-Hassan the First®%s said, when | said to him"“s, ‘May | be sacrificed for you"s, (it’s
about) a man from our brethren. A matter has reached me about him which | dislike, so |
asked about that, but he denies that, and it has been informed to me by reliable people.’
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He s said to me: ‘O Muhammad, deny your hearing and your vision about your brother even
though fifty (people) have testified in your presence under oath, and if he says something to
you, so ratify him and belie them. Do not publicise anything against him which would disgrace
him and destroy his magnanimity, for you will become those for whom Allah??" has Said in
His?"l Book: Those who love that the scandal should spread regarding those who believe,
for them would be a painful Punishment, and Allah Knows while you are not knowing
[24:19].3
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Abu Abdullah@¥s has said: ‘The one who slanders a Momin or a Momina (female Believer)
with what is not in him, Allah®¥ would Resurrect him in the clay of Khabaal until he exits
from what he had said.’ | said, ‘And what is the clay of Khabaal?’ He®"* said: ‘Pus coming out
from the private part of the prostitutes.”®

JA)%L\J;;.,%:»:JGL(\aM\AﬁLc)I&»é?g@ﬁérfnquJM‘;&cw\;ﬁmawi&cgﬁéjm&;:w;

S e e of

From Abu Ja’far?®“s having said: ‘It is Obligatory upon the Momin that he veils upon him,
seventy major sins.””

3 Al Kafi—V 8 H 14573
4 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 148 H 5
5.8/165:2 RN
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah@%s saying: ‘The backbiting is that you are saying regarding your brother
what Allah? has Veiled upon him, and as for the apparent matters in him, like the violent
anger and the haste, so no; and the slander is that you are saying regarding him what is not
in him.”’®

In Holy Quran, Allah** Forbids the snooping (spying) on others.
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O you those who believe! Shun most of the conjectures. Surely, some of the conjectures are
a sin, nor should you spy or backbite each other. Would one of you love to eat the flesh of
his own dead brother? But, you would abhor it. And fear Allah, surely Allah is Oft-returning,
Merciful [49:12]

Gossiping is from the grave sins:
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It has been reported that Abu Bakr and Umar sent Salman™ to Rasool-Allah=®"% to bring some
food for the two of them. So he®¥ sent him™ to Asama Bin Zayd who was a treasurer of
Rasool-Allah®"¥ on his@"Y journey. But he said, ‘There is nothing with me.” So, he®" returned
to the two of them, and they said, ‘Asama is stingy. Had we sent Salman™ to the well of
Sameehat, it would have given its water.’

Ol ol JU (Lo psd) Wl Lol Jgowy b 2VB € LSCalgdl 3 o)) 525 ()1 Lo tled Ui Ty e 1 Joo ) Jgy ) lallas) &
i alaly Olad 2

Then they went to Rasool-Allah™®"W who?"W said to the two of them: ‘What is it that makes
me "W see the greenery of meat in the mouths of the two of you?’ They said, ‘O Rasool-Allah
sawWl \We have not had any meat today.” He*®"VY said: ‘You have been eating the flesh of
Salman™ and Asama.’ It (Verse 49:12) was Revealed.”’

6 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 148 H 7
7 Tafseer Noor Al Sagalayn — CH 49 H 80
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Imam Ali®"s Bin Al-Husayn " said: ‘Rasool-Allah**"" said: ‘O servants of Allah-#?"! Fear the
Prohibitions, all of them — and know that your backbiting of your Momin brother from the
Shias of the Progeny®%* of Muhammad=*"Y — is greater Prohibition than (eating) the dead.
Allah-#% Majestic and Exalted Said: or backbite each other. Would one of you love to eat the
flesh of his own dead brother? But, you would abhor it [49:12].
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‘And that the (drinking of the) blood is lighter upon you — regarding the Prohibition of
consuming it —that if one of you informs of his Momin brother from Shias of Muhammad-s%%
to a tyrannous ruling authority, for he would have destroyed himself, and his Momin brother,
and the ruling authority to whom he informed.

3 5 Gl L 36 3 GUEIL D 5 e AT Bl iSaan g B 3 Sl e L2 Gal i Ly g
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‘And that the flesh of the swine is lighter in Prohibition than your revering (admiring) of the
one whom Allah-#¥ Belittled, and your naming him with our®“s names (titles) of the People
asws of the Household, and your (use of) teknonym (with) him with our?@%s teknonyms to the
one whom Allah®% Named with the names of the mischief-makers, and Teknonymed him
with the teknonyms of the evil doers...” (an extract).?

Bhd o L0 e il 5s ced 5 e J6 Gl Bl

‘Ali#%s Bin Al-Husayns"s said: ‘And let people's faults be less on your tongue.””?
2 oI G5 18 6 G (5 g 6

‘And he@"* said: ‘One who shoots (accuses) the people with what is in them, they will shoot
at him (accuse him) with what isn’t in him.”’%0

o Y g S5 1S Oskedy algl JU L JB L OL) e 0S13) o Al e, OIS

Rasool-Allah®"¥ was such that whenever he*®"¥ mentioned something from a person, said:
‘What is the matter with a people doing such and such?’ And he®* would not specify.”’*!

8 Tafseer Imam Hassan Al Askari®¥s—S 350

9 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 72 - The book of relationships - Ch 66 H 65 a
10 Bjhar Al-Anwaar V 72 - The book of relationships - Ch 66 H 65 b
11Bjhar Al-Anwaar V 71 - The book of relationships - Ch 67
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And Ali*" said: ‘Mention the good deeds of your deceased.’*?
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And in another: ‘Do not be saying regarding your deceased, except good.’*3
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The Prophet™®"" said: ‘Are you afraid from mentioning the immoral until the people recognise
him? Mention him with whatever is in him, the people can be careful of him.’*4
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‘Abu Al-Hassan®"* said: ‘One who mentions a man from behind him with what is in him, from
what the people do know, he is not backbiting him, and one who mentions it from behind him
with what is in him from what the people don’t know, he is backbiting him, and the one who
mentions him with isn’t in him, so he has slandered him.”’*®
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‘Among prohibitions by the Prophet ¥, he®"¥ prohibited from the backbiting and listening
intently to it (snooping), and he™¥, may the Salawaat of Allah"®" be upon him=2%% and his
sawWw progeny @Y, said: ‘One who backbites a Muslim person, his fasts are nullified, and his
Wud'’u is broken, and he will come on the Day of Qiyamah such that a smell will be effusing
from him being smellier than the carcass, the people at the pausing will be harmed by it. If he
dies before he repents, he would have died having permitted what Allah?*¥ had Prohibited.’

S B E e e e e o 05 6 g VT g T sl e e 5 o) Sl a6 54 5Tk (S o JG
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‘And he™®™VY said: ‘One who swallows anger while he is able upon implementing it and
forbears from it, Allah?* will Give him Recompense of a martyr; and the one who graces

upon his brother regarding a backbite he had heard regarding him, so he repels it from him,

12 Bjhar Al-Anwaar V 71 - The book of relationships - Ch 67
13 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 71 - The book of relationships - Ch 67
14 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 71 - The book of relationships - Ch 67
15 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 71 - The book of relationships - Ch 66 H 6
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Allah?2% will Repel from him a thousand doors of evil in the world and the Hereafter. But if
he does not repel it while he is able upon repelling it, upon him would be like a burden (of
sins) of the one who had backbitten him, seventy times.”’%®
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(The book) ‘Figh Al-Reza®"s,” may the greetings be upon him™?*"*: ‘Shun the backbiting, backbiting the
Momin, and be cautious of the gossiping, for these two break the fast (of the fasting one), and there
is no backbiting of the immoral, and drinker of the wine, and the chess player, and the gambler.’"’

The snooping

O/L;A.;J.-Va,a};:J\E\;M‘Q&}b&-k}j;,,&cv,.w};j.gMfﬁj@ﬁftﬁj“f«ki;gmc&‘&é;ﬁ_La.s'-
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Abu Ja’far®%s has said: ‘The Paradise is Prohibited unto the spies and the gossipers.’18
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‘He (my father) had necessitated the door of Abu Ja’fara“s for the service (as a doorman)
which he®%"s had allocated with, and it was so that Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Isa used to
come during the dawn of every night in order to know the news of the illness of Abu Ja’far
asws (gth |mam2s%s) and there was the messenger who used to come and go between Abu
Ja’far®Vs and my father. Whenever he (the messenger) was present, Ahmad would arise and
my father would be alone with him (the messenger).

Sl Tag AN3s O %xj Jeldll JUas gv&h i’w WNCVESING Y TH I NCOM I Js %‘ p{ES 84; Ji f ALl al g ald &b IOESE
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| went out one night and Ahmad stood from the gathering and my father was alone with the
messenger, and Ahmad was circling around. He paused, when he heard the speech, and the
messenger said to my father, ‘Your Master"“s conveys the greetings upon you and is saying
to you: ‘I*"s am going to pass away and the command (Imamate) is going to (be with) my2sws

16 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 71 - The book of relationships - Ch 66 H 10
17 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 71 - The book of relationships - Ch 66 H 47
18 Al Kafi —H 2790

Page 8 of 15




Snooping and Gossiping www.hubeali.com

son@Ws AlisWs and for him™¥s upon you all, after me"* would be what is for me?"“* upon
you after my@sWs fatherasws’
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Then the messenger went away and Ahmad returned to his place and said to my father, ‘What
is that which he had said to you?’ He said, ‘Good.” He said, ‘1 have heard what he said,
therefore do not conceal it,” and he repeated what he had heard. So, my father said to him,
‘Allah?*% has Prohibited upon you what you did because Allah-?i the Exalted is Saying: nor
should you spy [49:12], therefore preserve the testimony for perhaps we would be needy to
it one day and beware of manifesting it before its time.’

;_’<;;LLT Sas o Sas o &as ) J6 g Blan)l 0sdd 5o 522 J) s g g 586, 25 o) sl ¥ j = WANEIE
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When it was morning, my father copied the message in ten papers and sealed these and
handed those over to ten from the clan and said, ‘If there occurs with me an occurrence of
death before | seek these from you all, so open these and get to know with whatever is in it.’

o 3 e el g i 5 o) Bl 10 B 4 B a8 B o 0 R AT TS (e ) s i e S
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When Abu Ja'far?"s passed away, my father mentioned that he would not come out from his
house until about four hundred persons had cut off (from others) upon his hands, and he
gathered the chiefs of the community in the presence of Muhammad Bin Al-Faraj negotiating
this matter. So, Muhammad Bin Al-Faraj wrote to my father letting him know of their
gathering in his presence, and that he, if he does not fear publicity, should come to be with
them, and he asked him to come over.

s 2 0 g gl sl 26 6 220 f I8 Y18 3 0 1 Y WU 4 o 53 B8 ) S0 5 f 0B
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My father rode and went over to him, and he found that the people had gathered with him.
They said to my father, ‘What are you saying regarding this matter?’ My father said, ‘To the
one with whom there is a parchment, should display the parchment.” They displayed these,
and he said to them, ‘This is what | had been ordered with.’ So, some of them said, ‘We would
have loved it if there had been other witnesses with you regarding this matter.’

o .- o4 0%
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He said to them, ‘Allah®® Mighty and Majestic has Already Come with it. This is Abu Ja’far
Al-Ashary. He would testify for me that he heard this message, and ask him that he should
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testify with whatever is with him.” But Ahmad denied that he had been hearing anything from
this. So, my father called him to the imprecation (Mubahila).
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He (the narrator) said, “When it was proven against him, he said, ‘l had heard that and this is
a prestige. | had liked it that it would happen to be from a man from the Arabs, not from a
man from the non-Arabs.’ (Al-Khayrani was a non-Arab). So the people did not depart until
they had spoken with the truth, altogether.®

Also,

22EN 5 ol

(Surah) Al Hujuraat: nor should you snoop [49:12]
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‘In a bequest by the Prophet™®W to Ali®"s, he™®"Y said to his*®Y companions: ‘Shall |sWW
inform you all with your evil ones?’

B 556 e
‘They said, ‘Yes, O Rasool-Allahs@wWI
o) B ) G 68 ac Dy ,aad J6

‘He@%s said: ‘The ones walking with the gossip, and separators between the beloved ones,
the ones seeking faults of the righteous ones.”?°
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‘Rasool-Allah®"¥ said: ‘There were a people in Al-Medina, there were faults for them, so they
were silent from the faults of (other) people, so Allah? Silenced the people about their
faults. They died, and there were no faults for them in the presence of the people.

19 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Divine Authority CH 74 H 2
20 Bjhar Al-Anwaar V 72 - The book of relationships - Ch 65 H 1
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‘And there were people in Al-Medina, there were no faults for them, but they spoke regarding
the faults of other people, so Allah?*" Revealed faults for them. They did not cease to be
known by these until they died.’?!

SLad aal 53 00 53 B o 1 0525 JB 0B g af 22 g Gatal o 5y ) o gl sl
(The book) ‘Qurb Al Isnaad’ — Haroun, from lbn Ziyad,

From Al-Sadiq?"s, from his@¥s father?“s having said: ‘Rasool-Allah*®"¥ said: ‘The evillest of
people on the Day of Qiyamah will be the ‘Musallis.”

et 5 20 5 43
‘It was said, ‘O Rasool-Allah™®"%¥, and what is the ‘Musallis’?’
Aty gt 5 ek Ags S e By asl g g9 6

‘He®"¥ said: ‘The man striving (gossiping) with his brother to his imam, so he kills him. Thus,
he destroys himself, and his brother and his imam.”’%?

,,,,,

(The book) ‘Al Khisaal’ — My father, from Ali, from his father, from lbn Abu Umeyr raising it to,

Abu Abdullah®%s said: ‘The striver (informant) is a killer of three. Killer of his soul, and killer
of the one he had informed with, and killer of the one he had strived (informed) to.”?3
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(The book) ‘Al Khisaal’ — My father, from Muhammad Al Attar, from Al Ash’ary, from Sahl, from Muhammad Bin
Sinan, from Al Mufazzal, from Yunus Bin Zabyan who said,

Abu Abdullah™®"s said: ‘Tolerant Muhammadan way is establishing the Salat, and giving the
Zakat, and fasting month of Ramazan, and (performing) Hajj of the House (Kabah), and
obedience to the Imam™?"s, and paying rights of the Momin, for the one who withholds a right
of the Momin will be made to stand on the Day of Qiyamah for five hundred years upon his
legs until valleys of sweat flows. Then a caller will call out from the Presence of Allah-#%,

21 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 72 - The book of relationships - Ch 65 H 4
22 Bjhar Al-Anwaar V 101 — The Book of Rulings —CH 14 H 4
23 Bjhar Al-Anwaar V 101 — The Book of Rulings—CH 14 H 5
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Majestic is His®¥ Majesty: ‘This is the unjust one who had withheld from Allah-#2% Hjs32%i
Right!

a5 8y 2R E LG Gl 55 00
He 2% said: ‘He will be rebuked for forty years, then Commanded with to the Hellfire!’?*

doa G . a0z ok I T N SR A o o8 L 2P T TR B ¢ Fage® A 1%
IS8 Y 5 A Oyl L oA Je Y e 1ol 5 dlh ST 1935 5 o K ) Beds 5 sl 1SOIA 103 g Jé s

PR e Tt T TP P KPR
2}‘3“ o éﬂ\y&&u% (,5)’4_9\ b,i./h& 9 ;,‘)ji L’)} v,..L;H

And he™®"Ys said: ‘Soften your manners with the virtues and lead these to the honour, and
familiarise yourselves with the forbearance, and be patient upon preferring upon yourselves
regarding what you are being praised about, and do not reckon the people, weight by weight
(don’t retaliate for every little thing), and magnify your abilities by being heedless from the
lowly matters.
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‘And hold the life of the weak with your nobilities (influence) and with the assistance to him,
if you are unable from what he is hoping for with you, and do not be inquiring about what is
hidden from you, for your faults will increase; and protect yourselves from the lie for it is from
the least worth of manners, and it is a type of the immoralities, and a type of lowliness; and
be honourable with turning a blind eye from the investigating’ — and it is reported: ‘Be being
oblivious to the investigating.”’%

Neither doubt a trusted one nor trust the betrayer:

A5 36 g o aB Y 58S 6 3a B 0T A0 0 106 e A st O ¢ sl 28 3ol g ENEN

From Al-Sadig@"s, from his@%s father?"s: ‘Rasool-Allah*®"" said: ‘It isn’t for you to accuse
the one who has trusted you, nor to trust the betrayer (embezzler) and you have already
experimented him.”’26
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And he®%s said: ‘Drop the evil thoughts between you all, for Allah?"I Mighty and Majestic
has Prohibited from that.’?’

24 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 101 — The Book of Rulings—CH 14 H 6

%5 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 75 - The book ‘Al Rawza’ - Ch 16 a H 157
26 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 72 - The book of relationships - Ch 62 H 2
27 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 72 - The book of relationships - Ch 62 H 4
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Defender of a Muslim is in Paradise:
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From Abu Abdullah?"s having said: ‘Rasool-Allah*®"" said: ‘One who defends an honour of
his Muslim brother, the Paradise is obligated for him indeed.”’?®
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From Abu Ja’far®"“s having said: ‘One in whose presence his Momin brother is being
backbitten, so he helps him (that who is talked about) and assists him, Allah2? will Help him
in the world and the Hereafter; and the one in whose presence his Momin brother is being
backbitten, but he does not help him and does not defend him while he is able upon helping
him and assisting him, Allah?*I [ower him in the world and the Hereafter.’?®
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And he®W¥ said: ‘Six characteristics, there is no Muslim dying in one of these, except 2%
guarantee upon Allah™®" that He#¥ will Enter him into the Paradise —a man whose intention
is that he will not backbite a Muslim. If he dies upon that, it would be a guarantee upon
Allah-#%’" — the Hadeeth.”3°
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And he®"s said: ‘Rasool-Allah®"": ‘The Eman of a person cannot be straight until his heart is
straight, and his heart cannot be straight until his tongue is straight. So the one from you who
is capable of meeting Allah?* the Glorious and he is of pure comfort from the blood of
Muslims and their wealth, safe of the tongue from their honours, let him do so.”’3!

28 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 71 - The book of relationships - Ch 66 H38 a
29 Bjhar Al-Anwaar V 71 - The book of relationships - Ch 66 H 38 b
30 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 72 - The book of relationships - Ch 66 H 66 ¢
31 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 72 - The book of relationships - Ch 66 H67 b
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‘I entered to see Musa™"* Bin Ja'far®"s, may the greetings be unto them®"s both, and in his?®%s
presence was Muhammad Bin Abdullah Al-Ja’fary. | smiled at him. He™*"* said: ‘Do you love him?’ |
said, ‘Yes, and | do not love him except for you (Imams=2*s).’
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‘He™"* said: ‘He is your brother, and the Momin is a brother of the Momin of his mother and of his
father; and one whom his father did not beget him is an accursed; and one who slanders his brother
is an accursed; one who cheats his brother is accursed; and who does not advise his brother is
accursed; one who backbites his brother (is accursed).”’3?

The vulgar and heretic should be named and shamed:
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It is reported by the sheykkh Abu Ja’far Al-Kulayni, from him in ‘Al-Saheeh,’ from Dawood Bin Sirham,
from Abu Abdullah™@*"* having said: ‘Rasool-Allah™**"¥ said: “Whenever you see the people of doubts
and innovations from after me™=®"¥, then reveal the disavowing from them and frequent from reviling
them, and the word regarding them, and the talking badly, and accuse them, lets they exceed in the
mischief in Al Islam, and caution the people, and do not learn from their innovations, Allah?* will
Write the good deeds for you all due to that, and Raise the ranks for you in the Hereafter.””33
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‘Al-Reza®"* said: ‘One who throws off the robe of modesty, there is no backbiting for him.
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32 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 72 - The book of relationships - Ch 66 H 70 a
33 Bihar Al-Anwaar, Vol. 72, H.Ch 66 H 1
34 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 72 - The book of relationships - Ch 66 H 59
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‘From Abu Abdullah@s¥s having said: ‘Four will not be entering the Paradise — the soothsayer,
and the hypocrite, and the habitual of wine, and ‘Al-Qattat,” and he is the gossiper.”’3>

Prohibition of conjecturing
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Abu Abdullah@"Ys having said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen®"* said in a speech of his®"“s: Place the
affairs of your brother upon the best (interpretation) until there comes to you (evidence)
which overturns it, and do not act upon conjecture (speculation) of a word which has come
out from your brother except that you find (in) it goodness.’3®
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From Ja’far?®"“s Bin Muhammad?%s, from his@"“s forefathers®"* having said: ‘Rasool-Allah
saww said: ‘Beware of the conjecture for the conjecture is the biggest of the lies!’3’

35 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 71 - The book of relationships - Ch 67 H 1
33 /269 12 3Kl
37 Wasaail Al Shia — H 33192
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