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The debating, should never turn ugly

One must focus on one's own submission (to adopt solitude): ........cccceeevveeeeenneennn. 7
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Appendix |: Imam Al-Sadiq@** Giving Leeway to Ummro

Appendix Il: Imam Ali Amir Al-Momineen?*"*’s Advice to believers
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Summary:

Religion, like every other activity, has become an industry; it is sold and bought, copied
and copy-protected. The religion of Allah®" has reached us through the sacrifices of
the Prophets® and the Imams2"“s, who offered to Allah??¥ whatever they?*s had,
including their?®"s lives and the lives of theirYs family and children?"s, See, for
example:
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And it is reported by the Scholar (Imam=2s*):

‘Allah=#" Said: “Woe be for those who are pulling (earning) the world with the religion,
and woe be to those who are killing those who are instructing with the fairness from
the people, and woe be to those when the believing walks among them with the
justice, they attack upon him and are audacious and they are not being guided! 132"
shall Bring about a Fitna (discord) to them, the wise ones among them will be left
confused!”’?

Like other commercial items, religion has also been discussed on social media. Rather
than learning and practising aspects of worship, its controversial points are debated
to attract a larger number of viewers and generate revenue. In the Ahadith, however,
we are advised not to base our beliefs from the talk of others but to take the religion
from the Book and Sunnah through our own efforts, for example:
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It is reported from Abu Abdullah®*¥s having said: ‘One who enters into this Religion by
the men, the (other) men (preacher) would exit him from it just as he had entered into
it (by the earlier one), but one who enters into it by the Book and the Sunnah, the
mountain would move before he moves (from his Religion).”?

When it comes to debating religion on social media, we find the observed practices
are quite opposite to what Ahadith advise us regarding dealing with discussing and
defending Islam, e.g.,
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1 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 97 — The Book of Jihaad — Ch 85 H 48
2 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 2, The book of intellect, and the knowledge, and the ignorance, S 2 Ch 14 H 67
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‘ wanted to see Abu Abdullah@%s, so Momin Al-Taaq said to me, ‘Seek permission for
me to see Abu Abdullah®"s.” So, | said to him, ‘Yes,” and | went to him@"s and let him~
asws know of his place. But he % said: ‘There is no permission for him to see me"s, |
said, ‘May | be sacrificed for you@%s! He has cut himself off (from others) to you=2s*s,
and he is friendly to you™®"Ys and he argues regarding you@"s, and there is no ability
for anyone from the creatures of Allah®" that he debates him.’
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‘The Imam™"s said: ‘But a young child from the children of the Book can debate him.
I said, ‘May | be sacrificed for you@*“s! He is more debating than that, and debated the
entirety of the people of (other) religions had debated him, and he has debated them,
so how can a young boy from the boys debate him, a child from the children?’
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So, he®"s said: ‘The child would say to him, ‘Inform me about your Imam™2"s. Did he
asws instruct you that you should debate the people?’ So, he would not be able to lie
upon me™®%s, and he would be saying, ‘No.” Then he would be saying to him, ‘Then
you are debating the people from without your Imam™"s having instructed you,
therefore you are disobedient to hims.
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““O lbn Sinan! There is no permission for him to see me™?%s, for the speech and the
debating spoil the intention and obliterate the Religion.””3

Also, we are not supposed to be challenging others, as it is forbidden by the
Masomeen@%s Ali Amir Al-Momineen%s in his@"s will to Imam Hassan®"* said:
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3 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 2, The book of intellect, and the knowledge, and the ignorance, S 2 Ch 17 H 46
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And Imam Ali®"s said to his@WwsasWws sonasWs Al-Hassan@®"*: ‘Do not call (anyone) to a
duel (never call out for a challenge), and if you®"* are called to it, then answer, for the
caller is a rebel and the rebel would be stricken down”.#

Also, Imam Ali"®%s when describing the noble qualities of a believer says:
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He (a believer) mixes with the people to learn, and he is silent for safety, and he asks
to understand, and he trades (discusses) to earn. He does not listen to the ‘Khabar’
(news — the Ahadeeth) in order to do mischief with, nor does he speak in order to
impress those who are in front of him.>

Finally, the perfect and beautiful debates of Rasool Allah=2%%, the daughter of Rasool
Allah@®%s and the Holy Imams@%s, on all important topics of religion, provide us
examples, where a leeway was made for the debators, i.e., if they could not answer a
guestion, another question was put forward, without humiliating the questioner(s)
and without slamming all the escape doors for him, and the Imam™?*** would continue
with their speech. However, debaters of today, in particular on social media, argue to
win a point, fearing they will lose their followers, without adhering to the Divine
Guidelines on good debates.

The debates from Ahl Al-Bayt ™" are recorded in almost all Ahadith Books, e.g., Sulym
Ibn Qais Hilali, Tafeer Imam Hassan Al-Askari, Bihar Al-Anwaar, Uyon Akhbar Al-Reza.®

See Appendix |, where in a Hadith, Imam Al-Sadiq®"* gives leeway to Ummro, many
times, whenever he is unable to reply to a question from the Imam™¥s and remains
silent.

Introduction:

Allah®™ Commands the believers not to scold deities which other people worship
(praise) lest they may scold the True one without knowning (6:108):

4 Nahj Al Balagah — Saying 233

> 230 1= 2z (Raedly) - k) A H. 1

5 E.g., Sulym Ibn Qais Hilali, Tafseer Imam Hassan Askari, h, 322, Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 9, Ahtijaj Al-
Tabrisi.
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And do not insult those who are supplicating to the ones besides Allah so they would
(in retaliation) be insulting Allah in enmity, without knowledge. Like that We Adorn
for every community, their deeds, then to their Lord would be their return, and We
would Inform them with what they had been doing [6:108]

In the interpretation of the above Verse (6:108), Imam™s"* says, they will be abusing
your Imam™¥s (if you attack their false imams) as the one who abuses the Guardian
(Imams2*) of Allah®*"/ so he has abused Allah®%,” e.g.,
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah?%s, said, ‘I asked him#*s about the Words
of Allah?™i: And do not insult those who are supplicating to the ones besides Allah
so they would (in retaliation) be insulting Allah in enmity, without knowledge
[6:108], so the Imam3"s said: ‘O Umar! Have you ever seen anyone abuse Allah2%?’
| said, ‘May | be sacrificed for you™@"s, then how?’ He*"* said: ‘The one who abuses
the Guardian (Imams2") of Allah®*¥ so he has abused Allah-#%.”””

Also, Allah22%i Says:
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{29:46} 520

And do not debate with the People of the Book except by that which is best, except
those of them who are unjust; and say: ‘We believe in that which is Revealed to us
and Revealed to you, and our God and your God is One, and we submit to Him
[29:46].

The debating, should never turn ugly
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(Imam Hassan Al-Askari®"* said): ‘And Al-Sadig®%* said, and there had been
mentioned in his®"s presence, the debating in the Religion, and that Rasool-Allah™saWw
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and the Imams?®"Ys had forbidden from it. So-Al Sadig®"s said: ‘It has not been
forbidden from, absolutely. But, there is forbiddance from the debating with other
than which is good. Are you not listening to Allah** Mighty and Majestic Saying: And
do not debate with the People of the Book except by that which is best [29:46]? And
the Words of the Exalted: Call to the Way of your Lord with the wisdom and goodly
exhortation, and have disputations with them by that which is best [16:125].

Jidi 1 g2 G g s o Jud 0 s 12 eal s % Didh 5oy sl s B et e S Jide
s § ok 05 23 ¥y LD 2 J 16 5 o 56 5 R

“The debating by that which is best had been the conduct of the scholars in the
Religion, and the debating with other than that which is not best is prohibited. Allah
azwi the Exalted Prohibited it upon our?"s Shias. And how can Allah??¥ Prohibit the
debating as a whole, and He* is Saying: And they (non-Muslims), are saying ‘He will
never enter the Paradise except one who would be a Jew or a Christian [2:111].
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“And Allah#%¥ the Exalted Said: These are their aspirations. Say, ‘Give your proof if
you are truthful.” [2:111]. Thus, He " Made the knowledge as truthful and the Eman
with the proof. And can the proof be come with except in the dispute with that which
is good (an extract).

One must focus on one's own submission (to adopt solitude):

s g1 06 06 o3 B G e O 3 agE e sk G 0 p ol 08 a0 p giad 2 T Gaall QL) ()

AR RSN rL<~ 3 ok 5 o @ 5 sl u (RN GG byl 5 3¢ B te

Abu Ja’far®%s said: ‘O Ziyad! Beware of the deductions, for these inherit the doubt
and confiscate the deeds, and reneges its owner, and perhaps the man would speak
of a thing, he would not be forgiven for it.
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‘O Ziyad! In the past, there have been people who had left the knowledge of what they
had been allocated with, and sought the knowledge of what they had been stopped
from, to the extent that the speech ended with them to Allah-?* Mighty and Majestic,
and they were confused. The man would be called from his front, and he would answer

8 Tafseer Imam Hassan Al-Askari®“s—S 322
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from behind him, and he would be called from behind him, and he would answer from
his front.”?
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Amir Al-Momineen@"s said: ‘One who loves us®W%s, let him work with our?Wws work,
and let him be strive with the devoutness for it is the best of what one can be assisted
with in the matters of the world and the Hereafter.
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‘And do not be sitting with ones faulting us®%, and do not be praising us®"s in the
presence of our®%“s enemies by manifesting our®"s love for you will be humiliating
yourselves in the presence of your ruling authorities’ (an extract, see the Hadith in
Appendix I1).1°

In another Hadith;
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‘I said (in a lengthy Hadith) to him=2%s (Imam Al-Sadiq): ‘O my Master?%“s! | did not
know what was at the base of the door.” He™®"s said: ‘And why did you have to do a
deed being needy to apologise from it? Beware after it from repeating similar to it,
and whenever you hear insults to us®%s, then continue on your way which [?Ws

instruct you with and beware of replying to the one who insults us?*¥s, or introducing

to him who you are, for we are in an evil country, and an evil city. And continue on

your road, for your news and your situations are being referred to us®%s, so know
that!”’11

One must Avoid Fame and the love of being praised:
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Then Al-Sadiq™"s said: ‘If you are upon not being recognise (be anonymous), then do
so, and what would be against you if the people do not heap praises upon you, and

° Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 3, The book of Tawheed, Ch 9 H 3
10 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr-Ch 64 H 8
11 Bjhar Al-Anwaar — V 50, The book of History — Al-Hassan Bin Ali**s, Ch 2 H 60 a
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what would be against you if you become condemned in the presence of the people
when you were Praised in the Presence of Allah-2i?
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Ali®"s was saying: ‘There is no good in the world except for one of the two people —a
man who increases in good deeds every day, and a man who realises his evil deeds by
repenting; and from where will there be repentance for him? By Allah?"! If he were
to do Sajdah until his neck breaks, Allah?*I will not Accept from him except by ourws
Wilayah of the People"s of the Household” (an extract).?

Rewards for defending against attacks and adopting the best debate:
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And Ja’far?¥s Bin Muhammad®"s said: ‘The one whose main concern was to break
(the hold of) the Nasibis (Hostile ones) from the poor Momineen of ours?"“s, the
People®"Ys of the Household, breaking them away from them, and uncovering their
filth and manifesting their flaws, and make them admire the matter of Muhammad-
asws and his W Progeny 2, Allah®" would Make the main concern of the Angels of
the Garden to be the construction of his castles and his houses, for every letter he
utilised from the letters of his arguments against the enemies of Allah-#*"/ — Angels of
a number more than the people of the world - the strength of each one being better
(more) than carrying the skies and the earths.
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‘And how many from the Bounties, and how many from the castles — no one knows
its measurement except for the Lord*" of the worlds.!3

Imam?*"* would Rebuke people arguing:
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It is reported that a man said to Al-Husayn@%s Bin Ali®%s, ‘Remain seated until we
argue regarding the Religion’. So he®%s said: ‘O you! I"®%$ am insightful with my=2sWs
Religion, open upon my?#¥s Guidance. So, if you are ignorant with your Religion, then
go and seek it. What is it to me®"* and the quarrelling?

12 Bjhar Al-Anwaar — V 13, The book of Prophet-hood, Ch 11 H 14
13 Tafseer Imam Hassan Askari-asws, H. 234
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And the Satan™ casts uncertainty to the man and whispers to him and is saying,
‘Quarrel with the people regarding the Religion’, perhaps he™ is thinking you are
frustrated and ignorant.
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Then the bitter arguments are not empty from four aspects — Either if you and your
companion dispute regarding you both know, so both of you have neglected the
advice and are seeking the scandal and place that knowledge, or you are both ignorant
so you are both manifesting ignorance and are quarrelling ignorantly, or you know it
and you are being unjust to your companion for your seeking his faults, or your
companions knows, so you have neglected his sanctity and do not place him at his
status. And all this is absurd.
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So, one who is (upon) Just and accepts the truth and neglects the disputing, so he has
affirmed his Eman, and improved the company of his Religion, and safeguarded his
intellect.*

In another Hadith,
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Muhammad ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa from Muhammad ibn Yahya
from Ghiyatb ibn Ibrahim who has said:

Abu Abd Allah@"s upon coming across a group of people having an argument would

not pass by without always saying three times loudly: ‘You must maintain piety in the
presence of Allah-22i 15

Amir Al-Momineen?"* Stops Ammr from Debating:

ae Je 5 G e BB G Y] W e G D6 ke g s LSS G Bl fr i das B 5 b 3 B e J6 g

iz T3l o\ dasd and Je o]

14 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 2, The book of intellect, and the knowledge, and the ignorance, S2 Ch 17 H 32
15 Al-Kafi, vol, 5, Ch. 21, h, 12
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Amir Al-Momineen Imam Ali -#%s, after hearing Ammr ibn Yasir asking and answering
guestions from Mughara lbn Shaaba, said: ‘O Ammr! Leave this man alone; he has only
taken that part of the religion which he had required for the worldly benefits, (for the
rest of the religion) he has, on purpose, embraced ambiguities so that he could justify
his wrongdoing.!®

Debating from the books of others is Discouraged:
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Aban Bin Taglub, from Ali Bin Al Hakam Bin Al Zubeyr, from Aban Bin Usman, from Haroun Bin
Kharajat who said,

‘| said to Abu Abdullah®"s, “We go to those adversaries, and we hear the Hadeeth
from them, would these happen to be an argument for us against them?’
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The Imam$"¢ said: ‘Don’t go to them, nor hear from them. May Allah?¥ Curse
them, and Curse their community, the Polytheists’.%’

Appendix I: Imam Al-Sadiq®*"* Giving Leeway to Ummro
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16 Nahjul Balagha, saying no. 405
17 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 2, The book of intellect, and the knowledge, and the ignorance, S 2 Ch 28 H 10

Page 11 of 17




Religious Debating on social media www.hubeali.com

LW IPEREERURRERCI IS el Joedd, T 3 9o b JB Y 16 el 3 50l 0 Olad Led g Ogpi | p)

o oSl s g (S O R 1o d g Vpalos £l (Sl ] il 00 Losn (SUle it 5 281 (S0 cmai
dl eabses s uurm&' lww_:yuuuawdu)w'w}maﬁ};wgmfﬁ;‘¢fﬁvjyjsmwojwuvww
o5 JB w2 T OTA e 15 JB slow 106 OUST Jal 1sed 5 5Ll 5 Ol s 9 LS ol 5 L 1615701 UG 24
G SOl ol e i s 5508 Y 50,25 5 L B2 Y 5 s T a5 AL OB Y sl b T s
oo JU el ST 155 5 oh LS il ) o Bt 5 o e ) s JU Ot 35 5 5 2 B L3
o AT B il mias (S o glab agalilis A 1T O (£ 13 5 JB wdsh W) e JB Vs ods T es g JU
Jq:,w;;ﬂm;ﬂ:m‘jy)g,;d\,;.ULAJ\;V,.;Juwuwycﬁ;yw‘jawyuywww@jwij
@ ook OF e OLeVI Lo ULl gy OF 3 Oseilin ¥ 9 0palit ¥ (81 ol cgminin 5 auall ol claib cliy 5 50
A8 pened o8 3l ol Bl e o g o S i oas o e 4 0L o e e Y 0T 5 pales
Cabalal) 5 s 5 o AL SN ) 231 s s T8 U6 Ball (3 Js L 13 3 S5l 3 e (3 o 1 Jgeny s
e iao OOl g JU e aslad) -Nﬁ,Kdacua?»a:;u\;;wsJuwwﬁzdﬁﬁiwvuufk;cL@J;
Sbdo o pai b g JB e JB BYT il e b oo a1 Clar 295 o by ol oy Sy o 5 YT 3,00
@ @y B vk dl Sy O 4 ST Lo U573 A gy cadlsnd JB oas JU clo Led pgdamts oolpdl ol 5 2l ol
go\foua,&u)@&jwe%u)gwmai@p%wyjrl;\ywp@;u;wj@w [af
Ju”ﬂ;&yu w2y OV A Jgmny OF 3 Okt Y olS wgmsntie g Audll ol clgid OB Sl B Lo ¢ 5 Shois
02 A Sy O gy B 5l OUSS gl 5 201 Al s 01875 gt 3 O ) 19856 Jan )l Ll T 5 5me L ) 50

CSan Lo g wsn el 5 o Gkl 3 5 i U] 8o 5 oy ) 0 o J

Abd-ul-Karim bin Yatbah al-Hashami says: ‘l was in the service of Imam Jafar-e-Sadiq
asws in Mecca when a group of Al-Mutaziliy’® came. Among them were Ummro bin
Yubaid, Wasil bin Atta, and Haffaz bin Salim, along with some others consisting of the
general public and some notables. It was the time when Walid had been assassinated,
and the people of Sham had disagreements on the selection of his successor. They
kept on discussing this issue for a very long time.

‘(The) Imam™*s said to them: ‘You people have spoken a lot in front of me@"“s; why
don’t you appoint one person among you who can convey your opinion to me so that
we cut the lengthy discussion short.” They selected Ummro ibn Yubaid, who talked for
a very long time but basically said: ‘The people of Sham have killed their ruler and
some of them have overcome the others and are in serious disagreement regarding
the appointment of a leader. Under these circumstances, we have selected a ‘Leader’
who has good understanding of the religion, is a very wise person and is the most
suitable one to be ‘Caliph,” he is Mohammed bin Abd Allah bin Al-Hassan. We all intend
to pledge our support to him, and invite others toward him so that they also take an
oath of allegiance. Whoever is in agreement with us we will be friendly with him, but
whoever is against us we will oppose him, whoever will fight with us we will wage a
war against him and will have enmity against him for his opposition to the just, until
and unless we return the right to its inheritor (the caliph). We have come to you@s%s,

18 Who claim to love Ahl Al-Bayt®*s but also like Abu Bakr'® & Ummer'™ (Promoters of Ittihad ban-ul-
Muslameen)
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since we are highly dependent on you™®%“s, due to your?®"s elevated status and your
asws large number of supporters.’

‘When he finished his speech, Imam Jafar?®"s addressed (all of them): ‘Do you all agree
with what Ummro ibn Yubaid has said?’ They all replied: ‘Yes, we do.’

‘(The) Imam™%s, then praised Allah? and after reciting ‘Salawat’ on Muhammads2%W
and Alay Muhammad®"s, said: ‘Disobedience to Allah®"i makes us®"“s sad and
obedience to Him#Y pleases us?"s.’

‘(The) Imam™"s said: ‘O Ummro! Tell me, if all people would agree on you as an
arbitrator without having to go through an anarchy and killing people. And if you were
asked to select a ruler. How would you select a ‘Wali’*® or Ruler?’

‘Ummro: ‘I will form a ‘Shura’ (a consulting body) from Muslims.’

‘lmam="s; ‘From all Muslims?’

‘Ummro: ‘Yes.

‘lmam2"s; ‘Shura will consist of the notables and ‘Fuqqgah’ from Muslim?’

‘Ummro: ‘Yes.’

‘Imam™@"s; ‘Quraysh and non-Quraysh, including Arabs and non-Arabs?’

‘Ummro: ‘Yes.’

‘Imam™@"s; ‘O Ummro! Do you like or dislike Abu Bakr and Umar?’

‘Ummro: ‘| adore them.’

‘Imam™@"s; ‘O Ummro! If you were to dislike them then it would be possible for you
to go against their traditions. Instead, you like them but still go against them! Since
Umar, without any consultation, nominated Abu Bakr and then took (an) oath of
allegiance (to him). Later on, Abu Bakr, without any consultation, handed over the
reigns of Caliphate to Umar. However, (for the third caliph) Umar formed a ‘Shura’ of
six people, in which he did not include anyone from the ‘Ansars’?? but only selected
six people from the tribe of Quraysh and excluded all others. He (Umar) drafted a will
about them (six people) which neither you nor your accomplice will approve.’

‘Ummro: ‘What did Umar do?’

‘Imam™%s; ‘Suhaab was asked to lead people in Salat for three days in a row. All of
them (Muslims) should gather and offer Salat (behind him), excluding these six people

1% Having total authority
20 people of Madina who support Prophet "% when he "" migrated to Madina.

Page 13 of 17




Religious Debating on social media www.hubeali.com

along with a seventh one, the son of Umar. There should not be anyone with them
and the seventh one should stay (in their company) but without giving any advice or
involving in consultation. Umar then told all those present among the Immigrants and
Ansars, if they (six of them) are unable to reach a consensus after three days, you
should kill all six of them. If after three days, four of them are in agreement but two
of them are not, then remove the heads of those two.’

‘Imam™@"s; ‘O Ummro! Would you and your companions agree to form a Shura, the
way Umar formed (one) to select a Ruler for Muslims?’

‘They all replied: ‘No we are not in favour (of Shura)!’

‘Imam™¥s; ‘O Ummro, let’s leave it (you will not form Shura as per your earlier
intentions). Now, let us suppose, you succeeded in selecting a ruler for Muslims and
everyone agreed on this selection, not even two people disagreed among the whole
Muslim nation. You went to non-believers, who neither accepted Islam nor agreed to
offer ‘Jazia’?. In this case, do you or your selected ruler and Amir have the knowledge
(of) how Prophet Muhammad=®"% implemented ‘Jazia’ on the non-believers so that
your actions are in accordance with the traditions of the Prophetsaww?’

‘Ummro and others: ‘Yes, we do.’

‘Imam™2"s; ‘How would you decide?’

‘Ummro and others: ‘We will first invite them to Islam but if they reject our invitation,
we will force them to pay ‘Jazia’.’

‘Imam™"“s; ‘What if they were people of the Book or are from fire worshipers?’
‘Ummro: ‘Yes, regardless if they were the people of Book or the fire worshipers.’

‘Imam™@"s; ‘What will you tell them if they were from those who worship fire and
animals (Majusi)?’

‘Ummro: ‘They are all equal.’
‘Imam™"s; ‘Have you (on some occasion) read about them in the Holy Book?’
‘Ummro: ‘Yes, | have.’

‘(The) Imam™"s then recited:
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21 An amount/wealth to paid in order to live within a Muslim ruler as a non-Muslim
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“Fight those who do not believe in Allah, nor in the latter day, nor do they prohibit
what Allah and His Messenger have prohibited, nor follow the religion of truth, out
of those who have been given the Book, until they pay the tax in acknowledgment
of superiority and they are in a state of subjection.’

‘Imam"s: ‘Since Allah®*¥ has separated the people of the Book from others; even
then you will treat them equally?’

‘Ummro: ‘Yes.
‘lmam2"s; ‘From where did you get this?’
‘Ummro: ‘| have heard people say that.’

‘lmam™="s; ‘Let’s leave this (as he had no answer), suppose those people deny giving
you ‘Jazia’ and you overcome them after killing some of them. How would you
distribute the war booty?’

‘Ummro: ‘After separating the ‘Khums’ (one fifth), the rest four shares will be divided
into the fighters.’

‘lmam@"s; ‘Will you divide it equally into all war participants?’
‘Ummro: ‘Yes.’

‘Imam™@"s; ‘In this case you have acted against the conduct of Prophet™®¥% and his
saww  traditions. We have, between you and me?®“s, some ‘Fugha’®? and
knowledgeable people, from people of Madinah, if you ask them they will not disagree
on it and confirm that (the) Prophet=®"W had truce with Arabs living in desert on the
conditions that they could stay in their land without having to migrate. If enemies of
Prophets®"W attack, they would join (the) Prophet*®"¥'s forces but they will not have
any share in the war booty. However, you say that you will equally divide the war
booty and regarding the treatment of non-believers you have decided to go against
the tradition of Prophet™®¥", Let us leave it too but tell me what you say about the
Zakat.’

‘Ummro Recited the Verse of Holy Quran:
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“Alms are only for the poor and the needy, and the officials (appointed) over them,
and those whose hearts are made to incline (to truth) and the (ransoming of)

22 Religious scholars
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captives and those in debts and in the way of Allah and the wayfarer; an ordinance
from Allah; and Allah is knowing, Wise.’

‘Imam™@"s; ‘Yes, but tell me how are you going to distribute it?’

‘Ummro: ‘Zakat will be divided into eight portions and eight deserving persons will
take one portion each.’

‘lmam?"s; ‘How about if one group consists of ten thousand people and one group
will comprise of one or two or three people. Do you mean to give one portion to one
person and divide one portion among ten thousands?’

‘Ummro: ‘Yes.
‘lmam="s; ‘Will you divide equally between the city and village people?’
‘Ummro: ‘Yes.

‘Imam™%s; ‘You have gone against all traditions of (the) Prophet=®"¥. (The) Prophet
saww of |slam used to distribute the Zakat/Elms of people of desert among deserving
ones from desert and distribute Zakat of city people among the poor from cities.
However, Prophet=®"¥ did not, distribute (Zakat/Elms) equally but as per the number
of deserving ones and also considering their requirements. If you are not fully
convinced, what | have told to you, you can verify from the scholars of Medina, who
will never disagree with what | have had told you. Indeed, this is how Prophet
Muhammad=®"¥ ysed to distribute (Zakat).’

‘The Imam™2¥s then went closer to Ummro and said: ‘O Ummro, Fear Allah??*il And O
people, you too Fear Allah??¥! Indeed, my father?“s had narrated to me s, no doubt
my father?s“s was the most knowledgeable person of Holy Quran and Ahadith, among
all the inhabitant of the Earth, after (the) Prophet™®¥%, a hadith of the Prophet:
Whoever invites public toward him, by shear force of sword (revolt against
government), while an even more learned person exists among Muslims, he is the
worst one in deriving people toward disbelief.”’23

Appendix Il: Imam Ali Amir Al-Momineen®"*’s Advice to believers
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Amir Al-Momineen?%s said: ‘One who loves us®"s, |let him work with our?"“s work,
and let him be strive with the devoutness for it is the best of what one can be assisted
with in the matters of the world and the Hereafter.

23 Ehtijaj-e-Tabrasi, vol. 2, pg. 363 (363 : » 2 : z z1==Y), also Al-Kafi, vol. 5, pg 23 (H 8184, Ch. 7, h 1)
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‘And do not be sitting with ones faulting us®%¢, and do not be praising us®"s in the
presence of our?®"“s enemies by manifesting our?"s love for you will be humiliating
yourselves in the presence of your ruling authorities.
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‘Necessitate the truthfulness for it is a saviour and be desirous regarding what is in the
Presence of Allah®¥ Mighty and Majestic, and seek His?*¥ obedience and be patient
upon it.
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‘How ugly it would be with the Momin if he were to enter the Paradise and his veil has
been violated.

5 L \yvﬁuumuj BTN ARARN

‘Do not address us@%s in the seeking, and the intercession will be for you all regarding
what you have sent forward.
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‘Do not expose yourselves in the presence of your enemies during the Qiyamah, and

do not belie yourselves in their presence regarding your statuses in the Presence of
Allah??, with the lowly ones from the world.
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Hold on to what Allah??* has Commanded you with, for there is nothing between one
of you and his exultation and him seeing what he loves, except that Rasool-Allahsaww
will attend him, and whatever is in the Presence of Allah?¥ is better and more lasting,
and the glad tiding will come to him from Allah-?*/ Mighty and Majestic, so his eyes
will be delighted and he would love to meet Allah32% 24

24 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr-Ch 64 H 8
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