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Summary: 

Religion, like every other activity, has become an industry; it is sold and bought, copied 
and copy-protected. The religion of Allah-azwj has reached us through the sacrifices of 
the Prophets-as and the Imams-asws, who offered to Allah-azwj whatever they-asws had, 
including their-asws lives and the lives of their-asws family and children-asws. See, for 
example: 

ينِ   وم أمرْوِي عمنِ الْعمالِِِ ع نْ يما بِِلدِ  وم وميْلٌ للِهذِينم ي مقْتلُُونم الهذِينم يَمْمُرُونم بِِلْقِسْطِ مِنم النهاسِ وم وميْلٌ للِهذِينم إِذما   أمنه اللَّهم قمالم وميْلٌ للِهذِينم يَمْتملِبُونم الدُّ
مُْ فِتْنمةً يُ  تُيِحمنه لَم وُنم وم لَم ي مهْتمدُونم لَم  [.مْ حيرانا ]حميْرمانم تَْمكُ الْمْكِيمُ فِيهِ الْمُؤْمِنُ فِيهِمْ يمسِيُر بِِلْعمدْلِ ي معْتمدُونم وم عملميْهِ يَمْتَم

And it is reported by the Scholar (Imam-asws):  

‘Allah-azwj Said: “Woe be for those who are pulling (earning) the world with the religion, 
and woe be to those who are killing those who are instructing with the fairness from 
the people, and woe be to those when the believing walks among them with the 
justice, they attack upon him and are audacious and they are not being guided! I-azwj 
shall Bring about a Fitna (discord) to them, the wise ones among them will be left 
confused!”’1 

Like other commercial items, religion has also been discussed on social media. Rather 
than learning and practising aspects of worship, its controversial points are debated 
to attract a larger number of viewers and generate revenue.  In the Ahadith, however, 
we are advised not to base our beliefs from the talk of others but to take the religion 
from the Book and Sunnah through our own efforts, for example: 

: لُوهُ فِيهِ وم ممنْ دمخملم فِيهِ  الغيبة للنعماني رُوِيم عمنْ أمبِ عمبْدِ اللَّهِ ع أمنههُ قمالم ا أمدْخم هُ مِنْهُ الر جِمالُ كممم الِ أمخْرمجم ينِ بِِلر جِم ا الدِ  ممنْ دمخملم فِ همذم
 .ي مزُولم  أمنْ  ق مبْلم  الْْبِمالُ  زمالمتِ بِِلْكِتمابِ وم السُّنهةِ 

It is reported from Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘One who enters into this Religion by 
the men, the (other) men (preacher) would exit him from it just as he had entered into 
it (by the earlier one), but one who enters into it by the Book and the Sunnah, the 
mountain would move before he moves (from his Religion).’2 

When it comes to debating religion on social media, we find the observed practices 
are quite opposite to what Ahadith advise us regarding dealing with discussing and 
defending Islam, e.g., 

ُ فِ كمشْفِ الْممحمجهةِ رموميْتُ مِنْ كِتمابِ أمبِ مُُممهدٍ عمبْدِ ا للَّهِ بْنِ حمهادٍ الَْمنْصماريِِ  وم ن مقملْتُهُ مِنْ أمصْلٍ قرُئِم عملمى  أمقُولُ قمالم السهيِ دُ بْنُ طماوُسٍ رمحِمهُ اللَّه
ارُونم بْنِ مُوسمى التهلهعُكْبَمِيِ  رموم  :الشهيْخِ هم     اهُ عمنْ عمبْدِ اللَّهِ بْنِ سِنمانٍ قمالم

 
1 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 97 – The Book of Jihaad – Ch 85 H 48 
2 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 2, The book of intellect, and the knowledge, and the ignorance, S 2 Ch 14 H 67 
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Al Seyyid Ibn Tawoos said in (the book) Kash Al Muhajjat: It has been reported from the book of Abu 
Muhammad Abdullah Bin Hamad Al Asnary, and I copied it from the original read upon the sheykh 
Haroun Bin Musa al Tal’akbary, reporting from Abdullah Bin Sinan who said: 

انمهُ ف مقمالم   الطهاقِ   مُؤْمِنُ   لِ   ف مقمالم أمرمدْتُ الدُّخُولم عملمى أمبِ عمبْدِ اللَّهِ ع   اسْتمأْذِنْ لِ عملمى أمبِ عمبْدِ اللَّهِ ع ف مقُلْتُ لمهُ ن معممْ فمدمخملْتُ عملميْهِ فمأمعْلممْتُهُ ممكم
الهُُ فِيكُمْ وم لَم ي م  ؤُهُ لمكُمْ وم جِدم هُ  قْدِرُ أمحم لَم تَمْذمنْ لمهُ عملميه ف مقُلْتُ جُعِلْتُ فِدماكم انْقِطماعُهُ إلِميْكُمْ وم وملَم لْقِ اللَّهِ أمنْ يَمْصِمم   دٌ مِنْ خم

‘I wanted to see Abu Abdullah-asws, so Momin Al-Taaq said to me, ‘Seek permission for 
me to see Abu Abdullah-asws.’ So, I said to him, ‘Yes,’ and I went to him-asws and let him-

asws know of his place. But he-asws said: ‘There is no permission for him to see me-asws. I 
said, ‘May I be sacrificed for you-asws! He has cut himself off (from others) to you-asws, 
and he is friendly to you-asws and he argues regarding you-asws, and there is no ability 
for anyone from the creatures of Allah-azwj that he debates him.’  

هُمْ فمكميْفم يَمْصِمُهُ  ف مقمالم بملْ يَمْصِمُهُ صمبٌِّ مِنْ صِبْيمانِ الْكُتهابِ ف مقُلْتُ جُعِلْتُ فِدماكم هُوم أمجْدملُ مِنْ ذملِكم وم قمدْ خماصممم  نِ فمخمصممم يعم أمهْلِ الَْمدْيَم  جَمِ
انِ وم صمبٌِّ مِنم الصِ بْيمانِ  مٌ مِنم الْغِلْمم   غُلَم

‘The Imam-asws said: ‘But a young child from the children of the Book can debate him. 
I said, ‘May I be sacrificed for you-asws! He is more debating than that, and debated the 
entirety of the people of (other) religions had debated him, and he has debated them, 
so how can a young boy from the boys debate him, a child from the children?’ 

يه ف ميمقُولُ لَم ف ميمقُولُ لمهُ فمأمنْتم تُُماصِمُ النهاسم مِنْ غميْرِ أمنْ  ف مقمالم ي مقُولُ لمهُ الصهبُِّ أمخْبَِْني عمنْ إِممامِكم أمممرمكم أمنْ تُُماصِمم النهاسم فملَم ي مقْدِرُ أمنْ يمكْذِبم عملم 
  يَمْمُرمكم إِممامُكم فمأمنْتم عماصٍ لمهُ ف ميمخْصِمُهُ 

So, he-asws said: ‘The child would say to him, ‘Inform me about your Imam-asws. Did he-

asws instruct you that you should debate the people?’ So, he would not be able to lie 
upon me-asws, and he would be saying, ‘No.’ Then he would be saying to him, ‘Then 
you are debating the people from without your Imam-asws having instructed you, 
therefore you are disobedient to him-asws.’  

ينم  مم وم الُْْصُومماتِ تُ فْسِدُ النِ يهةم وم تَمْحمقُ الدِ   يَم ابْنم سِنمانٍ لَم تَمْذمنْ لمهُ عملميه فمإِنه الْكملَم

‘‘O Ibn Sinan! There is no permission for him to see me-asws, for the speech and the 
debating spoil the intention and obliterate the Religion.’’3 

Also, we are not supposed to be challenging others, as it is forbidden by the 
Masomeen-asws, Ali Amir Al-Momineen-asws in his-asws will to Imam Hassan-asws said: 

غٍ وم الْبماغِيم ممصْرُوعٌ وم إِنْ ]فمإِنْ  لَِبْنِهِ الْمْسمنِ ع لَم تمدْعُومنه إِلَم مُبمارمزمةٍ  وم قمالم ع ا فمأمجِبْ فمإِنه الدهاعِيم إلِميْهما بِم  [ دُعِيتم إلِميْهم

 
3 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 2, The book of intellect, and the knowledge, and the ignorance, S 2 Ch 17 H 46 
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And Imam Ali-asws said to his-aswsasws son-asws Al-Hassan-asws: ‘Do not call (anyone) to a 
duel (never call out for a challenge), and if youasws are called to it, then answer, for the 
caller is a rebel and the rebel would be stricken down’’.4  

Also, Imam Ali-asws when describing the noble qualities of a believer says:  

يمفْجُرم بِهِ وم لَم ي متمكملهمُ ليِمتمجمبَهم بِهِ عملمى ممنْ سِوماهُ ن مفْسُهُ مِنْهُ يَُمالِطُ النهاسم ليِمعْلممم وم يمصْمُتُ ليِمسْلممم وم يمسْأملُ ليِمفْهممم وم ي متهجِرُ ليِمغْنممم لَم يُ نْصِتُ للِْخمبَمِ لِ 
ُ الهذِي ي منْ فِ عمنماءٍ وم النهاسُ مِنْهُ فِ رماحمةٍ   تمصِرُ لمهُ بُ عْدُهُ مِهنْ ت مبماعمدم  أمتْ عمبم ن مفْسمهُ لِآخِرمتهِِ فمأمرماحم النهاسم مِنْ ن مفْسِهِ إِنْ بغُِيم عملميْهِ صمبَمم حمتَّه يمكُونم اللَّه

ةٌ وم دُنُ وُّهُ مِهنْ دمنام مِنْهُ لِيٌن وم رمحْمةٌ لميْسم ت مبما بمةً بملْ ي مقْتمدِي بِمنْ كمانم ق مبْلمهُ مِنْ  مِنْهُ بُ غْضٌ وم ن مزماهم دِيعمةً وم لَم خِلَم ةً وم لَم دُنُ وُّهُ خم اً وم لَم عمظممم عُدُهُ تمكمبَُّ
هُ مِنْ أمهْلِ الْبَِ     أمهْلِ الْمْيْرِ ف مهُوم إِممامٌ لِممنْ ب معْدم

He (a believer) mixes with the people to learn, and he is silent for safety, and he asks 
to understand, and he trades (discusses) to earn. He does not listen to the ‘Khabar’ 
(news – the Ahadeeth) in order to do mischief with, nor does he speak in order to 
impress those who are in front of him.5  

Finally, the perfect and beautiful debates of Rasool Allah-saww, the daughter of Rasool 

Allah-asws and the Holy Imams-asws, on all important topics of religion, provide us 

examples, where a leeway was made for the debators, i.e., if they could not answer a 

question, another question was put forward, without humiliating the questioner(s) 

and without slamming all the escape doors for him, and the Imam-asws would continue 

with their speech.  However, debaters of today, in particular on social media, argue to 

win a point, fearing they will lose their followers, without adhering to the Divine 

Guidelines on good debates.   

The debates from Ahl Al-Bayt-asws are recorded in almost all Ahadith Books, e.g., Sulym 

Ibn Qais Hilali, Tafeer Imam Hassan Al-Askari, Bihar Al-Anwaar, Uyon Akhbar Al-Reza.6 

See Appendix I, where in a Hadith, Imam Al-Sadiq-asws gives leeway to Ummro, many 

times, whenever he is unable to reply to a question from the Imam-asws and remains 

silent. 

Introduction: 

Allah-azwj Commands the believers not to scold deities which other people worship 

(praise) lest they may scold the True one without knowning (6:108): 

 
4 Nahj Al Balagah – Saying 233 
 H. 1 ,الكافي )ط - الإسلامية(، ج2، ص: 230                         5
6 E.g., Sulym Ibn Qais Hilali, Tafseer Imam Hassan Askari, h, 322, Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 9, Ahtijaj Al-
Tabrisi. 
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لِكم زمي هنها لِكُ  انوُا ي معْمملُونم  وملَم تمسُبُّوا الهذِينم يمدْعُونم مِنْ دُونِ اللَّهِ ف ميمسُبُّوا اللَّهم عمدْوًا بِغميْرِ عِلْمٍ ۗ كمذمَٰ َٰ رمبِّ ِمْ ممرْجِعُهُمْ ف ميُ ن مبِ ئُ هُمْ بِما كم لِ  أمُهةٍ عممملمهُمْ ثُُه إِلَم
{1086:}  

And do not insult those who are supplicating to the ones besides Allah so they would 
(in retaliation) be insulting Allah in enmity, without knowledge. Like that We Adorn 
for every community, their deeds, then to their Lord would be their return, and We 
would Inform them with what they had been doing [6:108] 

In the interpretation of the above Verse (6:108), Imam-asws says, they will be abusing 

your Imam-asws (if you attack their false imams) as the one who abuses the Guardian 

(Imams-asws) of Allah-azwj, so he has abused Allah-azwj,’ e.g.,  

نِ اللَّهِ ف ميمسُبُّوا اللَّهم العياشي: عن عمر الطيالسي، عن أبِ عبد الله )عليه السلَم(، قال: سألته عن قول الله: وم لَ تمسُبُّوا الهذِينم يمدْعُونم مِنْ دُو 
ف؟ قال: »من سب ول الله فقد عمدْواً بِغميْرِ عِلْمٍ. قال: فقال: »يَ عمر، هل رأيت أحدا يسب الله؟« قال: فقلت: جعلني الله فداك، فكي

 سب الله«.

Al-Ayashi, from Umar Al Tayalisy,  

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah-asws, said, ‘I asked him-asws about the Words 
of Allah-azwj: And do not insult those who are supplicating to the ones besides Allah 
so they would (in retaliation) be insulting Allah in enmity, without knowledge 
[6:108], so the Imam-asws said: ‘O Umar! Have you ever seen anyone abuse Allah-azwj?’ 
I said, ‘May I be sacrificed for you-asws, then how?’ He-asws said: ‘The one who abuses 
the Guardian (Imams-asws) of Allah-azwj so he has abused Allah-azwj.’’7  

Also, Allah-azwj Says: 

هُمْ ۖ ومقُولُوا آممنها بِِ  كُُمْ وماحِدٌ ومنَمْنُ لمهُ  وملَم تُُمادِلُوا أمهْلم الْكِتمابِ إِلَه بِِلهتِِ هِيم أمحْسمنُ إِلَه الهذِينم ظملممُوا مِن ْ نُما ومإِلَمَٰ نما ومأنُْزلِم إلِميْكُمْ ومإِلَمَٰ لهذِي أنُْزلِم إلِمي ْ
 {:4629مُسْلِمُونم }

And do not debate with the People of the Book except by that which is best, except 
those of them who are unjust; and say: ‘We believe in that which is Revealed to us 
and Revealed to you, and our God and your God is One, and we submit to Him 
[29:46]. 

The debating, should never turn ugly 

ينِ، وم أمنه رمسُولم اللَّهِ وم الَْمئمِهةم ع قمدْ نَمموْا عمنْهُ   وم قمالم الصهادِقُ ع  هُ الِْْدمالم فِ الدِ  ف مقمالم الصهادِقُ ع: لِمْ يُ نْهم عمنْهُ مُطْلمقاً، وم لمكِنههُ    -وم قمدْ ذمكمرْنام عِنْدم
الِ بِغميْرِ الهتِِ هِيم أمحْسمنُ  يم عمنِ الِْْدم

:»وم لَ تُُادِلُوا أمهْلم الْكِتابِ إِلَه بِِلهتِِ هِيم أمحْسمنُ  اللَّهم عمزه وم جمله ي مقُولُ:أم مما تمسْممعُونم  -نَُِ  « وم ق موْلمهُ ت معمالَم
ةِ وم الْمموْعِظمةِ الْمْسمنمةِ  »ادعُْ إِلَ  بِيلِ رمبِ كم بِِلِْْكْمم  . «وم جادِلَْمُْ بِِلهتِِ هِيم أمحْسمنُ  -سم

(Imam Hassan Al-Askari-asws said): ‘And Al-Sadiq-asws said, and there had been 
mentioned in his-asws presence, the debating in the Religion, and that Rasool-Allah-saww 

 
ي 1:  373/ 80 7

 تفسير العيّاش 
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and the Imams-asws had forbidden from it. So-Al Sadiq-asws said: ‘It has not been 
forbidden from, absolutely. But, there is forbiddance from the debating with other 
than which is good. Are you not listening to Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic Saying: And 
do not debate with the People of the Book except by that which is best [29:46]? And 
the Words of the Exalted: Call to the Way of your Lord with the wisdom and goodly 
exhortation, and have disputations with them by that which is best [16:125]. 

الُ بِِلهتِِ هِيم أمحْسمنُ قمدْ ق مرمنمهُ  ُ ت معمالَم عملمى شِيعمتِنما،  فمالِْْدم الُ بِغميْرِ الهتِِ هِيم أمحْسمنُ مُُمرهمٌ حمرهممهُ اللَّه ينِ، وم الِْْدم اءُ بِِلدِ  ُ الِْْدمالم الْعُلممم وم كميْفم يُُمر مُِ اللَّه
 « »وم قالُوا لمنْ يمدْخُلم الْمْنهةم إِلَه ممنْ كانم هُوداً أموْ نمصارى جَُْلمةً وم هُوم ي مقُولُ:

‘‘The debating by that which is best had been the conduct of the scholars in the 
Religion, and the debating with other than that which is not best is prohibited. Allah-

azwj the Exalted Prohibited it upon our-asws Shias. And how can Allah-azwj Prohibit the 
debating as a whole, and He-azwj is Saying: And they (non-Muslims), are saying ‘He will 
never enter the Paradise except one who would be a Jew or a Christian [2:111]. 

: ُ ت معمالَم تُمْ صادِقِينم   -»تلِْكم أممانيِ ُّهُمْ  وم قمالم اللَّه انِ إِلَه فِ  قُلْ هاتوُا بُ رْهانمكُمْ إِنْ كُن ْ انِ، وم هملْ يُ ؤْتمى بِِلْبَُهْم « فمجمعملم عِلْمم الصِ دْقِ وم الِْْيممانِ بِِلْبَُهْم
الِ بِِلهتِِ هِيم أمحْسمنُ   الِْْدم

‘‘And Allah-azwj the Exalted Said: These are their aspirations. Say, ‘Give your proof if 
you are truthful.’ [2:111]. Thus, He-azwj Made the knowledge as truthful and the Eman 
with the proof. And can the proof be come with except in the dispute with that which 
is good (an extract).8 

One must focus on one's own submission (to adopt solitude): 

عْفمرٍ ل، الَمال للصدوق أمبِ عمنِ الِْْمْيرمِيِ  عمنِ ابْنِ عِيسمى عمنْ أمبيِهِ عمنِ ابْنِ أمبِ عُمميْرٍ عمنْ مُُممهدِ بْنِ حُْ  رمانم عمنْ أمبِ عُبميْدمةم الْمْذهاءِ قمالم قمالم أمبوُ جم
كم وم الُْْصُومماتِ فمإِنَهما توُرِثُ الشهكه وم تُُْبِطُ الْعممملم وم تُ رْدِي صماحِبمهما وم عمسمى أمنْ ي م  ع دُ إِيَه  ءِ لَم يُ غْفمرُ لمهُ  تمكملهمم الرهجُلُ بِِلشهيْ يَم زيَم

My father, from Al Humeyri, from Ibn Isa, from his father, from Ibn Abu Umeyr, from Muhammad Ibn 
Humran, from Abu Ubeyda Al Haza’a who said,  

Abu Ja’far-asws said: ‘O Ziyad! Beware of the deductions, for these inherit the doubt 
and confiscate the deeds, and reneges its owner, and perhaps the man would speak 
of a thing, he would not be forgiven for it. 

دُ إِنههُ كمانم فِيمما ممضمى ق موْمٌ ت مرمكُوا عِلْمم مما وكُِ لُوا بِهِ  وُا فمإِنْ كمانم الرهجُلُ   وم طملمبُوا عِلْمم مما كُفُّوهُ  يَم زيَم مُ إِلَم اللَّهِ عمزه وم جمله ف متمحميره حمتَّه انْ تمهمى بِِّمُ الْكملَم
لْفِهِ  لْفِهِ أموْ يدُْعمى مِنْ خم يْهِ ف ميُجِيبُ مِنْ خم يْهِ  بميْنِ  مِنْ  ف ميُجِيبُ لميُدْعمى مِنْ بميْنِ يمدم  يمدم

‘O Ziyad! In the past, there have been people who had left the knowledge of what they 
had been allocated with, and sought the knowledge of what they had been stopped 
from, to the extent that the speech ended with them to Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic, 
and they were confused. The man would be called from his front, and he would answer 

 
8 Tafseer Imam Hassan Al-Askariasws – S 322 
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from behind him, and he would be called from behind him, and he would answer from 
his front.’9 

لِنما وم لْيمسْتمعِنْ بِِلْومرمعِ فمإِنههُ أمفْضملُ مما يُسْتمعمانُ بِهِ فِ أممْرِ الدُّ  الْصال الَْمرْب معُمِائمةٍ قمالم أممِيُر الْمُؤْمِنِينم ع  بهنما ف ملْيمعْمملْ بِعممم  نْ يما وم الْآخِرمةِ ممنْ أمحم

(The book) ‘Al Khisaal’ – (The Hadeeth) ‘Al Arbami’a’ –  

Amir Al-Momineen-asws said: ‘One who loves us-asws, let him work with our-asws work, 
and let him be strive with the devoutness for it is the best of what one can be assisted 
with in the matters of the world and the Hereafter. 

ل لُِوا  ارِ حُبِ نما ف متُذم تْمدِحُوا بنِما عِنْدم عمدُوِ نام مُعْلِنِينم بِِِظْهم  أمنْ فُسمكُمْ عِنْدم سُلْطمانِكُمْ وم لَم تُُمالِسُوا لمنما عمائبِاً وم لَم تَم

‘And do not be sitting with ones faulting us-asws, and do not be praising us-asws in the 
presence of our-asws enemies by manifesting our-asws love for you will be humiliating 
yourselves in the presence of your ruling authorities’ (an extract, see the Hadith in 
Appendix II).10 

In another Hadith; 

ا وم إِذما ف مقُلْتُ لمهُ يَم سميِ دِي لِمْ أمعْلممْ مما فِ رجِْلِ الْبمابِ ف مقمالم وم لِم احْتمجْتم أمنْ ت معْمملم عممملًَ تُمْتماجُ أم  ا أمنْ ت معُودم إِلَم مِثْلِهم كم ب معْدمهم نْ ت معْتمذِرم مِنْهُ إِيَه
بِيلِكم الهتِِ أُ  عْتم لمنما شماتَاً فمامْضِ لِسم كم أمنْ تُُماوِبم ممنْ يمشْتِمُنما أموْ تُ عمر فِمهُ ممنْ أمنْتم فمإِناه ببِملمدِ سموْءٍ وم مِصْرم سموْ سَمِ ءٍ وم امْضِ فِ طمريِقِكم مِرْتم بِّما وم إِيَه

 .فمإِنه أمخْبمارمكم وم أمحْومالمكم تُ رمدُّ إلِميْنما فماعْلممْ ذملِكم 

‘I said (in a lengthy Hadith) to him-asws (Imam Al-Sadiq): ‘O my Master-asws! I did not 

know what was at the base of the door.’ He-asws said: ‘And why did you have to do a 

deed being needy to apologise from it? Beware after it from repeating similar to it, 

and whenever you hear insults to us-asws, then continue on your way which I-asws 

instruct you with and beware of replying to the one who insults us-asws, or introducing 

to him who you are, for we are in an evil country, and an evil city. And continue on 

your road, for your news and your situations are being referred to us-asws, so know 

that!’’11 

One must Avoid Fame and the love of being praised:  

مُ  وم مما عملميْكم إِنْ لِمْ يُ ثْنِ عملميْكم النهاسُ وم مما عملميْكم أمنْ تمكُونم ممذْمُوماً عِنْدم النهاسِ إِذما  فمافْ عملُوا تُ عْرمفُوا  لَم  أمنْ  قمدمرْتُْ  إِنْ ثُُه قمالم الصهادِقُ عملميْهِ السهلَم
   كُنْتم عِنْدم اللَّهِ مُمْمُوداً 

Then Al-Sadiq-asws said: ‘If you are upon not being recognise (be anonymous), then do 
so, and what would be against you if the people do not heap praises upon you, and 

 
9 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 3, The book of Tawheed, Ch 9 H 3 
10 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 64 H 8 
11 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 50, The book of History – Al-Hassan Bin Aliasws, Ch 2 H 60 a 
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what would be against you if you become condemned in the presence of the people 
when you were Praised in the Presence of Allah-azwj?  

نْ يما إِلَه لَِمحمدِ رمجُلميْنِ رمجُلٍ ي مزْدمادُ كُله  مُ كمانم ي مقُولُ لَم خميْرم فِ الدُّ يِ ئمتمهُ بِِلتهوْبمةِ وم أمنَّه لمهُ بِِلتهوْبمةِ إِنه عملِي اً عملميْهِ السهلَم ارمكُ سم ي موْمٍ إِحْسماناً وم رمجُلٍ ي متمدم
يمتِنما أمهْلم الْبميْتِ وم اللَّهِ لموْ سمجمدم حمتَّه ي منْقم  ُ مِنْهُ إِلَه بِوملَم  طِعم عُنُقُهُ مما قمبِلم اللَّه

Ali-asws was saying: ‘There is no good in the world except for one of the two people – a 
man who increases in good deeds every day, and a man who realises his evil deeds by 
repenting; and from where will there be repentance for him? By Allah-azwj! If he were 
to do Sajdah until his neck breaks, Allah-azwj will not Accept from him except by our-asws 
Wilayah of the People-asws of the Household’’ (an extract).12 

Rewards for defending against attacks and adopting the best debate: 

عْفمرُ بْنُ مُُممهدٍ ع سْرِ النهوماصِبِ عمنِ الْممسماكِيِن الْمُومالِينم لمنما أمهْلم الْبميْتِ يمكْسِرُهُمْ عمنْهُمْ، وم    وم قمالم جم وم    يمكْشِفُ عمنْ مَممازيِهِمْ ممنْ كمانم هَمُّهُ فِ كم
ُ عموْرماتِِِمْ  كِ الْْنِمانِ فِ بنِماءِ قُصُورهِِ وم دُورهِِ، يمسْتم   يُ بمينِ  ُ هَِهةم أممْلَم حُرُوفِ حُجمجِهِ عملمى   عْمِلُ بِكُلِ  حمرْفٍ مِنْ وم يُ فمخِ مُ أممْرم مُُممهدٍ وم آلهِِ ص، جمعملم اللَّه

اءِ اللَّهِ  كاً، قُ وهةُ كُلِ  وماحِدٍ ت مفْضُلُ عمنْ حمْلِ السه  -أمعْدم نْ يما أممْلَم مْ مِنْ بنِماءٍ أمكْثمرم مِنْ ]عمدمدِ[ أمهْلِ الدُّ  مماوماتِ وم الَْمرمضِينم، فمكم

And Ja’far-asws Bin Muhammad-asws said: ‘The one whose main concern was to break 
(the hold of) the Nasibis (Hostile ones) from the poor Momineen of ours-asws, the 
People-asws of the Household, breaking them away from them, and uncovering their 
filth and manifesting their flaws, and make them admire the matter of Muhammad-

asws and his-saww Progeny-asws, Allah-azwj would Make the main concern of the Angels of 
the Garden to be the construction of his castles and his houses, for every letter he 
utilised from the letters of his arguments against the enemies of Allah-azwj – Angels of 
a number more than the people of the world - the strength of each one being better 
(more) than carrying the skies and the earths. 

مْ مِنْ  ةٍ، وم كم مْ مِنْ ]نعِْمم ا إِلَه رمبُّ الْعمالممِينم وم كم  . [ قُصُورٍ لَم ي معْرِفُ قمدْرمهم

‘And how many from the Bounties, and how many from the castles – no one knows 
its measurement except for the Lord-azwj of the worlds.13   

Imam-asws would Rebuke people arguing: 

ا أمنام بمصِيٌر بِدِي رُوِيم  ينِ ف مقمالم يَم همذم اهِلًَ أمنه رمجُلًَ قمالم للِْحُسميْنِ بْنِ عملِيٍ  ع اجْلِسْ حمتَّه ن متمنماظمرم فِ الدِ  نِي ممكْشُوفٌ عملميه هُدمايم فمإِنْ كُنْتم جم
ارماةِ    بِدِينِكم فماذْهمبْ وم اطْلُبْهُ مما لِ وم للِْمُمم

It is reported that a man said to Al-Husayn-asws Bin Ali-asws, ‘Remain seated until we 
argue regarding the Religion’. So he-asws said: ‘O you! I-asws am insightful with my-asws 
Religion, open upon my-asws Guidance. So, if you are ignorant with your Religion, then 
go and seek it. What is it to me-asws and the quarrelling? 

 
12 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 13, The book of Prophet-hood, Ch 11 H 14 
13 Tafseer Imam Hassan Askari-asws, H. 234 
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يْلَم يمظنُُّوا بِكم ا ظِرِ النهاسم فِ الدِ ينِ كم  لْعمجْزم وم الْمْهْلم  وم إِنه الشهيْطمانم لميُومسْوِسُ للِرهجُلِ وم يُ نماجِيهِ وم ي مقُولُ نام

And the Satan-la casts uncertainty to the man and whispers to him and is saying, 
‘Quarrel with the people regarding the Religion’, perhaps he-la is thinking you are 
frustrated and ignorant.  

انِ ف مقمدْ ت م  ا ت معْلممم ا الْفمضِيحمةم وم أمضمعْتُمما ثُُه الْمِرماءُ لَم يَمْلُو مِنْ أمرْب معمةِ أموْجُهٍ إِمها أمنْ ت متمممارمى أمنْتم وم صماحِبُكم فِيمم ا بِذملِكم النهصِيحمةم وم طملمبْتُمم رمكْتُمم
نهِِ فمأمظْهمرْتَُما جمهْ  كْتم حُرْممتمهُ لًَ وم خماصممْتُمما جمهْلًَ أموْ ت معْلممُهُ أمنْتم فمظملممْتم صماحِبمكم بِطملمبِكم عمثْرمتمهُ أموْ ي معْلممُهُ صماحِبُكم فمتَمم ذملِكم الْعِلْمم أموْ تُمْهملَم

ا كُلُّهُ مُُمالٌ   وم لِمْ تُ نْزلِْهُ ممنْزلِمتمهُ وم همذم

Then the bitter arguments are not empty from four aspects – Either if you and your 
companion dispute regarding you both know, so both of you have neglected the 
advice and are seeking the scandal and place that knowledge, or you are both ignorant 
so you are both manifesting ignorance and are quarrelling ignorantly, or you know it 
and you are being unjust to your companion for your seeking his faults, or your 
companions knows, so you have neglected his sanctity and do not place him at his 
status. And all this is absurd.  

ارماةم ف مقمدْ أموْثمقم إِيممانمهُ وم أمحْسمنم صُحْبمةم دِينِهِ وم صمانم عم   قْلمهُ فمممنْ أمنْصمفم وم قمبِلم الْمْقه وم ت مرمكم الْمُمم

So, one who is (upon) Just and accepts the truth and neglects the disputing, so he has 
affirmed his Eman, and improved the company of his Religion, and safeguarded his 
intellect.14 

In another Hadith, 

:مُُممهدُ بْنُ يُمْيَم عمنْ أمحْمدم بْنِ مُُممهدِ بْنِ عِيسمى عمنْ مُُممهدِ بْنِ يُمْيَم عمنْ غِيماثِ بْنِ إِبْ رماهِيمم قم   يَمْتمصِمُونم  بِِممماعمةٍ  ممره  إِذماكمانم أمبوُ عمبْدِ اللَّهِ ع   الم
ثاً ات هقُوا اللَّهم ي مرْفمعُ بِّما صموْتمه   لَم يَمُوزهُُمْ حمتَّه ي مقُولم ثملَم

Muhammad ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa from Muhammad ibn Yahya 
from Ghiyatb ibn Ibrahim who has said:  

Abu Abd Allah-asws upon coming across a group of people having an argument would 
not pass by without always saying three times loudly: ‘You must maintain piety in the 
presence of Allah-azwj.’15 

Amir Al-Momineen-asws Stops Ammr from Debating: 

سِرٍ  بْنِ  لعِممهارِ  ع قمالم  وم  عمهُ  قمدْ  وم  يَم ماً   شُعْبمةم  بْنم  الْمُغِيرمةم  يُ رماجِعُ  سَمِ ينِ  مِنم  يَمْخُذْ  لِمْ  فمإِنههُ  عممهارُ  يَم  دمعْهُ  كملَم نْ يما مِنم  قمارمبمهُ  مما إِلَه  الدِ    عممْدٍ  عملمى وم  الدُّ
  لِسمقمطماتهِِ  عماذِراً  الشُّبُهماتِ  ليِمجْعملم  ن مفْسِهِ  عملمى لمبمسم 

 
14 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 2, The book of intellect, and the knowledge, and the ignorance, S 2 Ch 17 H 32 
15 Al-Kafi, vol, 5, Ch. 21, h, 12 
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Amir Al-Momineen Imam Ali -asws, after hearing Ammr ibn Yasir asking and answering 

questions from Mughara Ibn Shaaba, said: ‘O Ammr! Leave this man alone; he has only 

taken that part of the religion which he had required for the worldly benefits, (for the 

rest of the religion) he has, on purpose, embraced ambiguities so that he could justify 

his wrongdoing.16 

Debating from the books of others is Discouraged: 

ارُونم بْنِ  نِ بْنِ عُثْممانم عمنْ هم مِ بْنِ الزُّبميْرِ عمنْ أمبِم نُ بْنُ ت مغْلِبم عمنْ عملِيِ  بْنِ الْمْكم : سر، السرائر أمبِم قُ لْتُ لَِمبِ عمبْدِ اللَّهِ ع إِناه نَمْتِ   خمارجِمةم قمالم
الفِِينم ف منمسْممعُ مِنْهُمُ الْمْدِيثم يمكُونُ حُجهةً لمنما عملميْهِمْ  ءِ الْمُخم  همؤُلَم

Aban Bin Taglub, from Ali Bin Al Hakam Bin Al Zubeyr, from Aban Bin Usman, from Haroun Bin 

Kharajat who said,  

‘I said to Abu Abdullah-asws, ‘We go to those adversaries, and we hear the Hadeeth 

from them, would these happen to be an argument for us against them?’ 

ُ وم لمعمنم مِلملمهُمُ الْمُشْركِمةم  تَمْتِِِمْ  لَم  قمالم  عْ مِنْهُمْ لمعمنمهُمُ اللَّه  وم لَم تمسْمم

The Imam-asws said: ‘Don’t go to them, nor hear from them. May Allah-azwj Curse 

them, and Curse their community, the Polytheists’.17  

Appendix I: Imam Al-Sadiq-asws Giving Leeway to Ummro 

عن عبد الكريم بن عتبة الَاشمي كنت عند أبِ عبد الله ع بِكة إذ دخل عليه أناس من المعتزلة فيهم عمرو بن عبيد و واصل بن عطاء و 
حفص بن سالِ و أناس من رؤسائهم و ذلك أنه حين قتل الوليد و اختلف أهل الشام بينهم فتكلموا فأكثروا و خطبوا فأطالوا فقال لَم أبو  

عفر بن مُمد ع إنكم قد أكثرت علي فأطلتم فأسندوا أمركم إلَ رجل منكم فليتكلم بحجتكم و ليوجز فأسندوا أمرهم إلَ عمرو بن  عبد الله ج
قتل أهل الشام خليفتهم و ضرب الله بعضهم ببعض و تشتت أمرهم فنظرنا فوجدنا رجلَ له دين  عبيد فأبلغ و أطال فكان فيما قال أن قال

دن للخلَفة و هو مُمد بن عبد الله بن الْسن فأردنا أن نجتمع معه فنبايعه ثُ نظهر أمرنا معه و ندعو الناس إليه فمن و عقل و مروة و مع
 بِيعه كنا معه و كان منا و من اعتزلنا كففنا عنه و من نصب لنا جاهدناه و نصبنا له على بغيه و نرده إلَ الْق و أهله و قد أحببنا أن 

 غنى بنا عن مثلك لفضلك و لكثرة شيعتك فلما فرغ قال أبو عبد الله ع أ كلكم على مثل ما قال عمرو قالوا نعم نعرض ذلك عليك فإنه لَ
ها فحمد الله و أثنى عليه و صلى على النبِ ثُ قال إنما نسخط إذا عصي الله فإذا أطيع الله رضينا أخبَني يَ عمرو لو أن الَمة قلدتك أمر 

نة فقيل لك ولَا من شئت من كنت تول قال كنت أجعلها شورى بين المسلمين قال بين كلهم قال نعم فقال بين  فملكته بغير قتال و لَ مئو 
هَا فقهائهم و خيارهم قال نعم قال قريش و غيرهم قال العرب و العجم قال فأخبَني يَ عمرو أ تتولَ أبِ بكر و عمر أو تتبَأ منهما قال أتولَ

أ منهما فإنه يَوز لك الْلَف عليهما و إن كنت تتولَهَا فقد خالفتهما قد عهد عمر إلَ أبِ بكر فبايعه و قال يَ عمرو إن كنت رجلَ تتبَ 
لِ يشاور أحدا ثُ ردها أبو بكر عليه و لِ يشاور أحدا ثُ جعلها عمر شورى بين ستة فخرج منها الَنصار غير أولئك الستة من قريش ثُ  

نت و لَ أصحابك قال و ما صنع قال أمر صهيبا أن يصلي بِلناس ثلَثة أيَم و أن يتشاور أولئك  ء ما أراك ترضى أ أوصى الناس فيهم بشي 
ء و أوصى من كان بحضرته من المهاجرين و الَنصار إن مضت الستة ليس فيهم أحد سواهم إلَ ابن عمر و يشاورونه و ليس له من الَمر شي

 ثلَثة أيَم و لِ يفرغوا و يبايعوا أن يضرب أعناق الستة جَيعا و إن اجتمع أربعة قبل أن يمضي ثلَثة أيَم و خالف اثنان أن يضرب أعناق 

 
16 Nahjul Balagha, saying no. 405 
17 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 2, The book of intellect, and the knowledge, and the ignorance, S 2 Ch 28 H 10 
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 الَثنين أ فتَضون بّذا فيما تُعلون من الشورى فِ المسلمين قالوا لَ قال يَ عمرو دع ذا أ رأيت لو بِيعت صاحبك هذا الذي تدعو إليه ثُ 
  اجتمعت لكم الَمة و لِ يَتلف عليكم منها رجلَن فأفضيتم إلَ المشركين الذين لِ يسلموا و لِ يؤدوا الْزية كان عندكم و عند صاحبكم من

هم إلَ  لم ما تسيرون فيهم بسيرة رسول الله ص فِ المشركين فِ الْزية قالوا نعم قال فتصنعون ما ذا قالوا ندعوهم إلَ الْسلَم فإن أبوا دعوناالع
 قال نعم  الْزية قال فإن كانوا مجوسا و أهل كتاب و عبدة النيران و البهائم و ليسوا بأهل كتاب قالوا سواء قال فأخبَني عن القرآن أ تقرءونه 

ُ وم رمسُ  ولهُُ وم لَ يمدِينُونم دِينم الْمْقِ  مِنم الهذِينم أوُتوُا الْكِتابم حمتَّه قال اقرأ قاتلُِوا الهذِينم لَ يُ ؤْمِنُونم بِِللَّهِ وم لَ بِِلْيموْمِ الْآخِرِ وم لَ يُُمر مُِونم ما حمرهمم اللَّه
فاستثنى الله عز و جل و اشتَط من الذين أوتوا الكتاب فهم و الذين لِ يؤتوا الكتاب سواء قال نعم  يُ عْطوُا الْْزِْيمةم عمنْ يمدٍ وم هُمْ صاغِرُونم قال  

قال ع عمن أخذت هذا قال سَعت الناس يقولونه قال فدع ذا فإنَم إن أبوا الْزية فقاتلتهم فظهرت كيف تصنع بِلغنيمة قال أخرج الْمس 
قسمه بين جَيع من قاتل عليها قال نعم قال فقد خالفت رسول الله فِ فعله و فِ سيرته و  و أقسم أربعة أخماس بين من قاتل عليها قال ت

 بيني و بينك فقهاء أهل المدينة و مشيختهم فسلهم فإنَم لَ يَتلفون و لَ يتنازعون فِ أن رسول الله إنما صالح الَعراب على أن يدعهم فِ
هم فيستفزهم فيقاتل بّم و ليس لَم من الغنيمة نصيب و أنت تقول بين جَيعهم فقد ديَرهم و أن لَ يهاجروا على أنه إن دهَه من عدوه د

لْممساكِيِن وم الْعامِلِينم  خالفت رسول الله ص فِ سيرته فِ المشركين دع ذا ما تقول فِ الصدقة قال فقرأ عليه هذه الآية إِنمهما الصهدمقاتُ للِْفُقمراءِ وم ا
كيف تقسم بينهم قال أقسمها على ثمانية أجزاء فأعطي كل جزء من الثمانية جزءا فقال ع إن كان صنف منهم  عملميْها إلَ آخرها قال نعم ف

عشرة آلَف و صنف رجلَ واحدا أو رجلين أو ثلَثة جعلت لَذا الواحد مثل ما جعلت للعشرة آلَف قال نعم قال و ما تصنع بين صدقات 
قال نعم قال فخالفت رسول الله فِ كل ما أتى به كان رسول الله يقسم صدقة البوادي فِ  أهل الْضر و أهل البوادي فتجعلهم فيها سواء  

أهل البوادي و صدقة الْضر فِ أهل الْضر و لَ يقسم بينهم بِلسوية إنما يقسمه قدر ما يُضره منهم و على قدر ما يُضره فإن كان فِ  
هم لَ يَتلفون فِ أن رسول الله كذا كان يصنع ثُ أقبل على عمرو و قال  ء مِا قلت لك فإن فقهاء أهل المدينة و مشيختهم كلنفسك شي

ص   اتق الله يَ عمرو و أنتم أيضا الرهط فاتقوا الله فإن أبِ حدثني و كان خير أهل الَرض و أعلمهم بكتاب الله و سنة رسوله أن رسول الله 
 لم منه فهو ضال متكلف قال من ضرب الناس بسيفه و دعاهم إلَ نفسه و فِ المسلمين من هو أع

Abd-ul-Karim bin Yatbah al-Hashami says: ‘I was in the service of Imam Jafar-e-Sadiq-

asws in Mecca when a group of Al-Mutaziliy18 came. Among them were Ummro bin 
Yubaid, Wasil bin Atta, and Haffaz bin Salim, along with some others consisting of the 
general public and some notables.  It was the time when Walid had been assassinated, 
and the people of Sham had disagreements on the selection of his successor. They 
kept on discussing this issue for a very long time.   

‘(The) Imam-asws said to them: ‘You people have spoken a lot in front of me-asws; why 
don’t you appoint one person among you who can convey your opinion to me so that 
we cut the lengthy discussion short.’ They selected Ummro ibn Yubaid, who talked for 
a very long time but basically said: ‘The people of Sham have killed their ruler and 
some of them have overcome the others and are in serious disagreement regarding 
the appointment of a leader. Under these circumstances, we have selected a ‘Leader’ 
who has good understanding of the religion, is a very wise person and is the most 
suitable one to be ‘Caliph,’ he is Mohammed bin Abd Allah bin Al-Hassan. We all intend 
to pledge our support to him, and invite others toward him so that they also take an 
oath of allegiance. Whoever is in agreement with us we will be friendly with him, but 
whoever is against us we will oppose him, whoever will fight with us we will wage a 
war against him and will have enmity against him for his opposition to the just, until 
and unless we return the right to its inheritor (the caliph). We have come to you-asws, 

 
18 Who claim to love Ahl Al-Baytasws but also like Abu Bakrla & Ummerla (Promoters of Ittihad ban-ul-
Muslameen) 
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since we are highly dependent on you-asws, due to your-asws elevated status and your-

asws large number of supporters.’   

‘When he finished his speech, Imam Jafar-asws addressed (all of them): ‘Do you all agree 
with what Ummro ibn Yubaid has said?’  They all replied: ‘Yes, we do.’ 

‘(The) Imam-asws, then praised Allah-azwj and after reciting ‘Salawat’ on Muhammad-saww 
and Alay Muhammad-asws, said: ‘Disobedience to Allah-azwj makes us-asws sad and 
obedience to Him-azwj pleases us-asws.’   

‘(The) Imam-asws said: ‘O Ummro! Tell me, if all people would agree on you as an 
arbitrator without having to go through an anarchy and killing people.  And if you were 
asked to select a ruler. How would you select a ‘Wali’19 or Ruler?’ 

‘Ummro: ‘I will form a ‘Shura’ (a consulting body) from Muslims.’ 

‘Imam-asws: ‘From all Muslims?’ 

‘Ummro: ‘Yes.’ 

‘Imam-asws: ‘Shura will consist of the notables and ‘Fuqqah’ from Muslim?’ 

‘Ummro: ‘Yes.’ 

‘Imam-asws: ‘Quraysh and non-Quraysh, including Arabs and non-Arabs?’ 

‘Ummro: ‘Yes.’ 

‘Imam-asws: ‘O Ummro! Do you like or dislike Abu Bakr and Umar?’ 

‘Ummro: ‘I adore them.’ 

‘Imam-asws: ‘O Ummro! If you were to dislike them then it would be possible for you 
to go against their traditions. Instead, you like them but still go against them!  Since 
Umar, without any consultation, nominated Abu Bakr and then took (an) oath of 
allegiance (to him).  Later on, Abu Bakr, without any consultation, handed over the 
reigns of Caliphate to Umar. However, (for the third caliph) Umar formed a ‘Shura’ of 
six people, in which he did not include anyone from the ‘Ansars’20 but only selected 
six people from the tribe of Quraysh and excluded all others. He (Umar) drafted a will 
about them (six people) which neither you nor your accomplice will approve.’ 

‘Ummro:  ‘What did Umar do?’ 

’Imam-asws: ‘Suhaab was asked to lead people in Salat for three days in a row.  All of 
them (Muslims) should gather and offer Salat (behind him), excluding these six people 

 
19 Having total authority 
20 People of Madina who support Prophet saww when he saww migrated to Madina. 
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along with a seventh one, the son of Umar.  There should not be anyone with them 
and the seventh one should stay (in their company) but without giving any advice or 
involving in consultation.  Umar then told all those present among the Immigrants and 
Ansars, if they (six of them) are unable to reach a consensus after three days, you 
should kill all six of them. If after three days, four of them are in agreement but two 
of them are not, then remove the heads of those two.’  

‘Imam-asws: ‘O Ummro! Would you and your companions agree to form a Shura, the 
way Umar formed (one) to select a Ruler for Muslims?’ 

‘They all replied: ‘No we are not in favour (of Shura)!’ 

‘Imam-asws: ‘O Ummro, let’s leave it (you will not form Shura as per your earlier 
intentions). Now, let us suppose, you succeeded in selecting a ruler for Muslims and 
everyone agreed on this selection, not even two people disagreed among the whole 
Muslim nation. You went to non-believers, who neither accepted Islam nor agreed to 
offer ‘Jazia’21. In this case, do you or your selected ruler and Amir have the knowledge 
(of) how Prophet Muhammad-saww implemented ‘Jazia’ on the non-believers so that 
your actions are in accordance with the traditions of the Prophet-saww?’ 

‘Ummro and others:  ‘Yes, we do.’ 

‘Imam-asws: ‘How would you decide?’ 

‘Ummro and others:  ‘We will first invite them to Islam but if they reject our invitation, 
we will force them to pay ‘Jazia’.’ 

‘Imam-asws: ‘What if they were people of the Book or are from fire worshipers?’ 

‘Ummro: ‘Yes, regardless if they were the people of Book or the fire worshipers.’ 

‘Imam-asws: ‘What will you tell them if they were from those who worship fire and 
animals (Majusi)?’ 

‘Ummro: ‘They are all equal.’ 

‘Imam-asws: ‘Have you (on some occasion) read about them in the Holy Book?’ 

‘Ummro: ‘Yes, I have.’ 

‘(The) Imam-asws then recited:  

ُ ومرمسُولهُُ   وملَم يمدِينُونم دِينم الْمْقِ  مِنم الهذِينم أوُتوُا الْكِتمابم حمتَّه يُ عْطوُا الْْزِْيمةم قماتلُِوا الهذِينم لَم يُ ؤْمِنُونم بِِللَّهِ وملَم بِِلْيموْمِ الْآمخِرِ وملَم يُُمر مُِونم مما حمرهمم اللَّه
 (:299عمنْ يمدٍ ومهُمْ صماغِرُونم )

 
21 An amount/wealth to paid in order to live within a Muslim ruler as a non-Muslim 
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‘‘Fight those who do not believe in Allah, nor in the latter day, nor do they prohibit 
what Allah and His Messenger have prohibited, nor follow the religion of truth, out 
of those who have been given the Book, until they pay the tax in acknowledgment 
of superiority and they are in a state of subjection.’ 

‘Imam-asws: ‘Since Allah-azwj has separated the people of the Book from others; even 
then you will treat them equally?’ 

‘Ummro: ‘Yes.’ 

‘Imam-asws: ‘From where did you get this?’ 

‘Ummro: ‘I have heard people say that.’ 

‘Imam-asws:  ‘Let’s leave this (as he had no answer), suppose those people deny giving 
you ‘Jazia’ and you overcome them after killing some of them. How would you 
distribute the war booty?’  

‘Ummro: ‘After separating the ‘Khums’ (one fifth), the rest four shares will be divided 
into the fighters.’ 

‘Imam-asws:  ‘Will you divide it equally into all war participants?’ 

‘Ummro:  ‘Yes.’       

‘Imam-asws:  ‘In this case you have acted against the conduct of Prophet-saww and his-

saww traditions.  We have, between you and me-asws, some ‘Fuqha’22 and 
knowledgeable people, from people of Madinah, if you ask them they will not disagree 
on it and confirm that (the) Prophet-saww had truce with Arabs living in desert on the 
conditions that they could stay in their land without having to migrate. If enemies of 
Prophet-saww attack, they would join (the) Prophet-saww’s forces but they will not have 
any share in the war booty. However, you say that you will equally divide the war 
booty and regarding the treatment of non-believers you have decided to go against 
the tradition of Prophet-saww. Let us leave it too but tell me what you say about the 
Zakat.’ 

‘Ummro Recited the Verse of Holy Quran:  

ا ومالْمُؤملهفمةِ قُ لُوبُّمُْ ومفِ الر قِمابِ وم  ُ عملِيمٌ  إِنمهما الصهدمقماتُ للِْفُقمرماءِ ومالْممسماكِيِن ومالْعمامِلِينم عملميْهم بِيلِ اللَّهِ ومابِْنِ السهبِيلِ فمريِضمةً مِنم اللَّهِ وماللَّه الْغمارمِِينم ومفِ سم
 ( :609حمكِيمٌ )

‘‘Alms are only for the poor and the needy, and the officials (appointed) over them, 
and those whose hearts are made to incline (to truth) and the (ransoming of) 

 
22 Religious scholars 
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captives and those in debts and in the way of Allah and the wayfarer; an ordinance 
from Allah; and Allah is knowing, Wise.’ 

‘Imam-asws: ‘Yes, but tell me how are you going to distribute it?’ 

‘Ummro: ‘Zakat will be divided into eight portions and eight deserving persons will 
take one portion each.’  

‘Imam-asws: ‘How about if one group consists of ten thousand people and one group 
will comprise of one or two or three people.  Do you mean to give one portion to one 
person and divide one portion among ten thousands?’ 

‘Ummro:  ‘Yes.’ 

‘Imam-asws:  ‘Will you divide equally between the city and village people?’  

‘Ummro:  ‘Yes.’ 

’Imam-asws:  ‘You have gone against all traditions of (the) Prophet-saww.  (The) Prophet-

saww of Islam used to distribute the Zakat/Elms of people of desert among deserving 
ones from desert and distribute Zakat of city people among the poor from cities.  
However, Prophet-saww did not, distribute (Zakat/Elms) equally but as per the number 
of deserving ones and also considering their requirements. If you are not fully 
convinced, what I have told to you, you can verify from the scholars of Medina, who 
will never disagree with what I have had told you. Indeed, this is how Prophet 
Muhammad-saww used to distribute (Zakat).’   

‘The Imam-asws then went closer to Ummro and said:  ‘O Ummro, Fear Allah-azwj! And O 
people, you too Fear Allah-azwj! Indeed, my father-asws had narrated to me-asws, no doubt 
my father-asws was the most knowledgeable person of Holy Quran and Ahadith, among 
all the inhabitant of the Earth, after (the) Prophet-saww, a hadith of the Prophet: 
Whoever invites public toward him, by shear force of sword (revolt against 
government), while an even more learned person exists among Muslims, he is the 
worst one in deriving people toward disbelief.’’23   

Appendix II: Imam Ali Amir Al-Momineen-asws’s Advice to believers 

لِنما وم لْيمسْتمعِنْ بِِلْومرمعِ فمإِنههُ أمفْضملُ مما يُسْتمعمانُ بِهِ فِ أممْرِ الدُّ  الْصال الَْمرْب معُمِائمةٍ قمالم أممِيُر الْمُؤْمِنِينم ع  بهنما ف ملْيمعْمملْ بِعممم  نْ يما وم الْآخِرمةِ ممنْ أمحم

(The book) ‘Al Khisaal’ – (The Hadeeth) ‘Al Arbami’a’ –  

Amir Al-Momineen-asws said: ‘One who loves us-asws, let him work with our-asws work, 
and let him be strive with the devoutness for it is the best of what one can be assisted 
with in the matters of the world and the Hereafter. 

 
23 Ehtijaj-e-Tabrasi, vol. 2, pg. 363 ( 363  : الَحتجاج ج : 2  ص), also Al-Kafi, vol. 5, pg 23 (H 8184, Ch. 7, h 1) 
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ل لُِوا  ارِ حُبِ نما ف متُذم تْمدِحُوا بنِما عِنْدم عمدُوِ نام مُعْلِنِينم بِِِظْهم  أمنْ فُسمكُمْ عِنْدم سُلْطمانِكُمْ وم لَم تُُمالِسُوا لمنما عمائبِاً وم لَم تَم

‘And do not be sitting with ones faulting us-asws, and do not be praising us-asws in the 
presence of our-asws enemies by manifesting our-asws love for you will be humiliating 
yourselves in the presence of your ruling authorities.  

ا عِنْدم اللَّهِ عمزه وم جمله وم اطْلُبُوا طماعمتمهُ وم اصْبَوُا اةٌ وم ارْغمبُوا فِيمم ا الْزممُوا الصِ دْقم فمإِنههُ ممنْجم  عملميْهم

‘Necessitate the truthfulness for it is a saviour and be desirous regarding what is in the 
Presence of Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic, and seek His-azwj obedience and be patient 
upon it.  

ا أمقْ بمحم بِِلْمُؤْمِنِ أمنْ يمدْخُلم الْمْنهةم وم هُوم ممهْتُوكُ السِ تَِْ   فممم

‘How ugly it would be with the Momin if he were to enter the Paradise and his veil has 
been violated.  

مْتُمْ  ا قمده  لَم تُ عمنُّونام فِ الطهلمبِ وم الشهفماعمةِ لمكُمْ ي موْمم الْقِيماممةِ فِيمم

‘Do not address us-asws in the seeking, and the intercession will be for you all regarding 
what you have sent forward.  

بوُا أمنْ فُسمكُمْ عِنْدمهُمْ فِ ممنْزلِمتِكُمْ  نْ يما   لَم ت مفْضمحُوا أمنْ فُسمكُمْ عِنْدم عمدُو كُِمْ فِ الْقِيماممةِ وم لَم تُكمذِ   عِنْدم اللَّهِ بِِلْمْقِيِر مِنم الدُّ

‘Do not expose yourselves in the presence of your enemies during the Qiyamah, and 
do not belie yourselves in their presence regarding your statuses in the Presence of 
Allah-azwj, with the lowly ones from the world. 

ا بميْنم أمحمدكُِمْ وم بميْنم أمنْ ي مغْتمبِطم وم ي مرمى مما يُُِبُّ إِلَه أمنْ   بِهِ فممم  ُ تْيِهِ   وم ما عِنْدم اللَّهِ خميْرٌ وم أمبْقى  يُمْضُرمهُ رمسُولُ اللَّهِ صتَممسهكُوا بِما أمممرمكُمُ اللَّه وم تَم
 .الْبِشمارمةُ مِنم اللَّهِ عمزه وم جمله ف متمقمرُّ عميْنُهُ وم يُُِبُّ لقِماءم اللَّهِ 

Hold on to what Allah-azwj has Commanded you with, for there is nothing between one 
of you and his exultation and him seeing what he loves, except that Rasool-Allah-saww 
will attend him, and whatever is in the Presence of Allah-azwj is better and more lasting, 
and the glad tiding will come to him from Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic, so his eyes 
will be delighted and he would love to meet Allah-azwj.’24 

 
24 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 64 H 8 


