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Abbreviations:

saww: - Sal lal la ho Allay hay Wa Aal lay he Wasallam
azwj: - Az Za Wa Jalla

asws: - Allay hay Salawat Wass Salam

AJFJ: Ajal Allah hey wa Fara Jaak

ra: - Razi Allah®™

La: - Laan Allah®"
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In the Name of Allah®™" the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah®™" Lord®™" of the
Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad®**"" and his***" Purified Progeny®"*, and
greetings with abundant greetings.
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Summary:

EU has recently passed laws ‘on the killing of animals’ in order to minimise the pain and
suffering of animals through the use of approved stunning methods. It applies to all farmed
animals.’ In the UK, about 84 % of Halal meat comes from animals, which have been
stunned prior to slaughtering.’

Stunning of animal remains a highly controversial issue, as many animal rights campaigners
argue that religious slaughter causes animals unnecessary suffering and should be banned.
Essentially, bleeding is the part of the slaughter process where the main blood vessels of the
neck are severed in order to allow blood to drain from the carcass. A research study
conducted in 2015 shows blood would drain (as measured blood loss) in similar amount
when slaughtered using electric head-only stunning to that of using traditional religious
slaughter without stunning.®> Below we present some Ahadith of Rasool Allah®™"" and his
pious progeny®"* in order to better understand the conditions of Islamic slaughtering.
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®™** regarding the Words of Allah®** Mighty and
Majestic: therefore mention the Name of Allah over them in rows [22:36]. He*"* said: ‘That
is where they are stood in a row for the sacrifice. You would tie down its hand in what is
between the hooves up to the knees. And: So when they fall down [22:36] - is when they
fall upon the ground’.*

" In October 2017, the Commission concluded a study on the "Preparation of best practices on the protection
of animals at the time of killing", see, https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/welfare/practice/slaughter_en

? https://www.rspca.org.uk/getinvolved/campaign/slaughter

3 https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0309174015300358

* Al Kafi —V 4 — The Book of Hajj Ch 185 H 1
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‘Neither should the Jew, nor the Christian slaughter your sacrificial animal for you. So if it
was a woman, then let her slaughter it herself, and she should face the Qiblah, and she
should be saying, I turn my face towards the One Who Originated the skies and the earth
[6:79]. O Allah®®1 (This is) from You®™" and for You®*"".>
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‘Abu Abdullah®"* said to me: ‘Do not eat their slaughters, nor eat in their vessels, meaning
the People of the Book’.®
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‘I 'asked Abu Abdullah®** about the slaughters of the People of the Book. So he®" said:
‘There is no problem when they mentioned the Name of Allah®*" Mighty and Majestic, but
I*"* mean from them - the ones who happen to be upon the commands of (Prophets)

Musa® and Isa®".’

Blood must come out of the Slaughtered animal:
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‘| asked Abu Ja’far®*"* about a Muslim who slaughtered a sheep and Named (Bismillah), but
his knife transcended by its severity, so it cut-off the head. So he®"* said: ‘If the blood
comes out, so eat’.®

> Al Kafi — V 4 — The Book of Hajj Ch 185 H 4

® Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Slaughtered (animals) Ch 15 H 13
7 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Slaughtered (animals) Ch 15 H 14
& Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Slaughtered (animals) Ch 4 H 2
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‘They asked Abu Ja’far®"* about buying of the meat from the markets, and it is not known
what the butchers have done’. He*"* said: ‘Eat, when that was in the markets of the
Muslims, and do not ask about it’.?

Fulfilment of the slaughtering
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®*"* having said: ‘In the Book of Ali**"* (is written):
‘When the eye is blinking, or the feet are kicking, or the tail is moving, and you come over to
it, so slaughter it’. 10
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‘I was in the presence of Abu Abdullah®*"* when Muhammad Bin Abdul Salaam came over,
so he said to him*"*, ‘May | be sacrificed for you®"*! My grandfather is saying to you®™"* that
a man struck a cow with a pole-axe, so it fell. Then he slaughtered it’. But he®™"* did not send
an answer with him, and Instead called Saeeda, a slave girl of Umm Farwa®, so he®™"* said:
‘Muhammad came to me with a message from you, but 1**"* disliked that | send a message
with the answer with him. So if it was such that the man who slaughtered the cow, when he

? Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Slaughtered (animals) Ch 13 H 2
19 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Slaughtered (animals) Ch 7H 1
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slaughtered it, the blood came out moderately, so eat, and feed, but if it passed away
swiftly, so do not go near it’."!
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Abu Abdullah®™"* has said: ‘In the Book of Ali**"* (it is written): ‘When the eye is blinking, or
the feet are kicking, or the tail is moving, so eat from it, for you have realised its slaughter’.*
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Abu Abdullah®"* has said: ‘When you doubt regarding the life of a sheep, and you see it
blinks its eyes, or moving its ears, or beating its tail, so slaughter it, for it is Permissible for

13
you’.
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(The narrator) says ‘I asked Abu Abdullah®"* about the slaughtered animal, so he®™"* said:

‘When it moves the tail, or blinks, or (moves) its ears, so it is purified'.14
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said regarding the sheep when its blinks
its eyes, or moves its tail, so it is purified'.15

Y Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Slaughtered (animals) Ch 7 H 2
2 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Slaughtered (animals) Ch 7H 3
B3 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Slaughtered (animals) Ch 7H 4
% Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Slaughtered (animals) Ch 7H 5
3 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Slaughtered (animals) Ch 7H 6
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The Conditions of the Bird Prior the Slaughtering:
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‘| asked Abu Abdullah®"* about the hawk and the falcon, and about its prey. So he®"* said:
‘Every prey which it did not kill when you came to it, so purify (slaughter) it, and the last of
the purification (slaughtering) is when the eyes were fluttering and the legs were kicking
and the tail was moving’. And he®*"* said: ‘And the hawk and the falcon are not in the Quran
(to justify their killings)’.*®
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far™"* having said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen®*"* said: ‘What
the snare seizes from the hunt, so a hand or a leg is cut off from it, so leave it, for it is dead,
and eat from what you come to as alive, and you have mentioned the Name of Allah®™
Mighty and Majestic over it’."”

What to be recited prior to slaughtering?
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‘Abu Abdullah®"* said: “When you buy your sacrificial animal, so face the Qiblah with it, and
sacrifice it, while slaughtering it (one should) say, I turn my face towards the One Who

'® Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Hunting Ch 2 H 10
7 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Hunting Ch 7 H 1
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Originated the skies and the earth [6:79] Say: Surely my Salat, and my sacrifice, and my
life, and my death are for Allah Lord of the worlds [6:162] There is no associate for Him;
and with that | am Commanded, and | am the first of submitters [6:163] There is no
associate for Him®™"; and with that | am Commanded, and | am from the ‘Muslimeen’ (the
submitters). O Allah®™"1 From You™" and for You®™".. In the Name of Allah®®"!, and Allah®™" is

the Greatest. Accept from me’. Then use the knife and do not break its bones until it dies’.*®

In another Hadith:
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Abu Ja’far®"* has said: ‘When you slaughter (an animal) so say, ‘In the Name of Allah®**, and
the Praise is for Allah®®", and Allah™" is the Greatest! | believe in Allah®", and praise be
upon Rasool-Allah®®™", and the infallibility of His®® Commands, and the thanks for His®™"
sustenance, and the understanding by His®® Grace upon us®™", the People®™ of the
Household.....(an extract). *°

The minimum to be recited for slaughtering:
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‘I asked him*"* about a man who slaughtered, so he Glorified (Subhanallah), or Exclaimed

the Greatness (Allah-O-Akbar), or Praised Allah®" Mighty and Majestic (Alhamdulillah).
He®™"* said: ‘All these are from the Names of Allah®** Mighty and Majestic, and there is no

problem with it’.%°
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'8 Al Kafi — V 4 — The Book of Hajj Ch 185 H 6
% Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Aqeeqa Ch 19 H 2
% Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Slaughtered (animals) Ch 8 H5
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‘| asked Abu Ja’far®"® about the man who slaughters and does not Name (Bismillah). He®"*

said: ‘If he had forgotten it, so there is no problem when he was a Muslim, and was good at
slaughtering, and did not flip it over nor cut off the neck (until) after having slaughtered’.**

Slaughtering in a Direction other than Qiblah:
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Abu Abdullah®"* said when he®"* was asked about the slaughtered animal slaughtered
towards other than the Qiblah. He®™" said: ‘There is no problem when it was not
deliberate’.

The time of Slaughtering:
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‘I heard Ali**"® Bin Al-Husayn®"* and he®"* was saying to his servant: ‘Do not slaughter until
the emergence of the day, for Allah®™* Made the night as a tranquillity for everything’. | said,
‘May | be sacrificed for you®"*! Supposing we are fearing’. So he®*"* said: ‘If you fear the
death, so slaughter’.?

Hunting by a trained Dog:

L Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Slaughtered (animals) Ch 8 H 2
22 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Slaughtered (animals) Ch 12 H 3
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said regarding a prey of the dog, if the
man sends it and Names (Bismillah), so let him eat from what it remains upon it, even if it
has killed, and even if it has eaten (from it). So eat from what remains, even it was not
trained (earlier on), but he trained it in that very moment, then sends it, so he eats from it,
for it is trained.
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So as for (a hunting animal) different to the dog, from what is hunted by the leopard, and
the falcon, and similar ones to that, so do not eat from its prey, except what you come to
and purify (slaughter) it, because Allah®™" Mighty and Majestic is Saying ‘preying ones [5:4].
So whatever was different to the dog, so its prey is not from what can be eaten, except if

you come to it, (and you) purify (slaughter) it’.2*
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®™"”, said, ‘He*"* was asked about the falcon and
the dog when they both hunt and have killed its prey and eaten from it. Can one eat from its
remains or not?’ So he®"* said: ‘As for what the bird has killed, so do not eat it, except if you
purify (slaughter) it; and as for that the dog kills, and the Name of Allah®™" Mighty and

Majestic is Mentioned over it, so eat, even if it has eaten from i’ 24

Slaughtering is with Iron:
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(The narrator says), ‘1 asked Abu Abdullah®"* about the (animal) slaughtered by the wood,

and the stone, and the cane. So he®" said: ‘Ali**"* Bin Abu Talib®*"* said: ‘The slaughter is

not correct except by the iron”.%

2 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Hunting Ch 1 H 14
** Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Hunting Ch 1 H 15
% Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Slaughtered (animals) Ch 1 H 2
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‘I asked Abu Abdullah®*"* about a man who did not have a knife in his possession, can he
slaughter by a cane?’ So he®"* said: ‘Slaughter by the cane, and by the stone, and by the
bone, and by the wood, when you cannot come across the iron, when their throats are cut
and the blood flows, so there is no problem’.*®

Slaughter in the segregation from other animals:
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"® that Amir Al-Momineen®"* said: ‘Do not
slaughter the sheep in the presence of the sheep, nor a camel in the presence of the camel,
and it is looking at it’.?’

When Slaughtered and dead meat get mixed-up
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having been asked about a man who had sheep
and cows, and he was aware of the slaughtered from these, so he isolated it, and isolated
the dead. Then the dead and the slaughtered got mixed up. So how should he deal with it?’
So he®"* said: ‘He should sell it to the one who considers the dead as permissible (to eat),
and he can eat from its price, for there is no problem with it’. 28

% Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Slaughtered (animals) Ch 2 H 3
7 Al Kafi— V 6 — The Book of Slaughtered (animals) Ch 3 H 7
2% Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Foodstuffs Ch 12 H 2
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How to recognize the slaughtered meat from un-slaughtered?
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®*"* regarding a man who entered a town, so he
came across meat he did not know whether it was slaughtered or dead. He*"* said: ‘He
should throw in upon the fire, so everything what shrivels, so it is slaughtered, and
everything what expands, so it is dead’.”

One is better-off eating one-third of the Belly:
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®™* having said that Allah®™" Mighty and Majestic
Hates the abundant eating’. And Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘There is no (choice) for the son of
Adam® except that he must eat to straighten his lineage by it. So when one of you eats
food, so let him make a third of his belly for the food, and a third of his belly for the drink,
and a third of his belly for the breathing, and do not fatten yourselves like the fattening of

the pigs for the slaughter'.30

2 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Foodstuffs Ch 13 H 1
%0 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Foodstuffs Ch 21 H 9
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