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In the Name of Allah®™" the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah®*" Lord®" of the
Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad®"" and his**"" Purified Progeny®"*,
and greetings with abundant greetings.
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Introduction

There are so many myths about the good and bad omens derived from appearance of
events and signs. These could be traced back to the prehistoric era and have originated
from and exist in almost all cultures. For Muslims, some of the superstitious beliefs have
also crept in through interacting with and living in with other people of different religions
and customs, for example branding someone a lucky/unlucky person, interpreting
moon/sun eclipse or movement of stars (horoscope) and crossing the way by an animal.
However, some ‘signs’ must be respected and are indeed occurring by the Command of
Allah®® and for dealing with those, some supplications are recommended, i.e., the Salat of
the eclipse, Yawning is from Iblis™ and Sneeze is from Allah®™"} (see Appendix I). In this short
article, some Ahadith of Masomeen®"* related to ‘Signs’ and events are presented in order
to distinguish what should be ignored and what should recited/carried out as recommended
by Masomeen®"”,

The Signs of Allah®*" (taken as Omen):

People have been interpreting the ‘Signs’ of Allah®™¥ (Sun/Moon eclipse) or events (usually
undesirable ones, i.e., earthquake) as a sign of bad luck, or relating some other events to
‘sood omen’ or an outcome as a result of their own efforts or luck. Allah®*" Says:
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But whenever good came to them, they said, ‘This is for us’; and if an evil afflicted them,
they attributed its omen to Musa and the ones with him. Indeed! Rather, their omen is
with Allah, but most of them are not knowing [7:131]

See a detailed Hadith in Appendix II.
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They said, ‘We consider you (Prophet Salih®) and the ones with you as a bad omen’. He
(Prophet Salih®™) said: ‘Your bad omen is with Allah. But, you are a people (who are) being
Tried’ [27:47]
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(In a Hadith Imam®"“* says) And as for His®*"! Words: ‘We consider you and the ones with
you as a bad omen’ [27:47]. They had been struck with extreme hunger, so they said (to
(Prophet Salih®), ‘This is from your® evil omens, and the evil from the one who is with you®
— that the drought has struck us, and it is the ill luck. He (Prophet Salih®) said: ‘Your bad

omen is with Allah [27:47], meaning your betterment, and your evil, and your bad luck is
from Allah®*", But, you are a people being Tried’ - by being involved in the Test.
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And as for His®® Words: And in the city there was a group of nine, making mischief in the
land and they were not amending [27:48] — they were doing deeds of disobedience in the
land.
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And as for His™ Words: They said, ‘Let us swear by Allah that we will attack him and his
family at night, then we would saying to his guardian, ‘We did not witness the destruction
of his family, and we are truthful’ [27:49] — ‘We will come to Salih® at night and kill him’.
And in the presence of Salih® were Angels, Protecting him®. So when they came to kill
him®, the Angels in the house of Salih® pelted them with the stones. They had come in his®
house as murderers, and they were overtaken by the trepidation (nervousness), and they
came to be in their own houses, crouching (fearing the Punishment).!
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They said, ‘Surely we predict an evil omen from you. If you do not desist, we will stone you
and there would afflict you a painful punishment from us’ [36:18]

1132 12 Gl s

Page 4 of 19




Superstition-Omen www.hubeali.com

C

{19} ot 258 8 o © f;';“s FLEFE AN

They said, ‘Your evil omen is with you. Is it (because) you are reminded? But, you are an
extravagant people’ [36:19]

Some Ahadith related to showing respect to the Signs of Allah®*"
1.

are presented in Appendix

Signs of Superstition:
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Amir-ul-Momineen®"* said: An evil eye (Nazar-e-Bad) is surely harmful, so is the effect of

those who blow into amulet/threads and certainly there is an adverse effect of the magic as
well as the interpretation of a dream Faal (these do occur in this world) but taking
something as a bad omen (superstition) is false and so is the contraction of a disease. A
fragrance and the honey are effective, along with riding and looking at the greenery leave a
deep impression on one’s soul.?
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Ali Bin lbrahim, from his father, from Abdullah Bin Al Mugheira, from Amro Bin Hureys who said:

Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘The omen is upon what you make it to be. If you take it lightly, it
would be light, if you take it seriously it would be intense, and if you do not make anything
of it, it would not be anything'.3
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2 Nahjul Balagha, Irshad no. 400,
* Al-Kafi, Vol. 8, H. 15683
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‘| heard Abu Al-Hassan Musa®"* saying that when Ibrahim® son® of Rasool-Allah®**"" passed
away, three Sunnahs flowed with regards to it. As for one - so when he® passed away the
sun was eclipsed, and the people said, ‘The sun is eclipsed due to Rasool-Allah®**"" losing a
son’. So Rasool-Allah®™"" ascended the Pulpit, and he*®™" Praised Allah®®" Lauded Him®*",
then said: ‘O you people! The sun and the moon are two Signs of Allah®™" from the Signs of
Allah®™, both flowing by His™" Command, obedient to Him***. They do not get eclipsed for
the death of anyone nor for his life. Thus, if both of them were to be eclipsed, or one of the
two, so pray Salat’.
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Then he**"" descended from the Pulpit and he**"" prayed Salat with the people, Salat of the
eclipse. So when he*®"" greeted, said: ‘O Ali**"*! Arise and prepare my**"" son®!" So Ali****

arose and washed Ibrahim®, and embalmed him*, and enshrouded him®, then came out
with him®, and Rasool-Allah®**"" went until he®*®" ended up with him® to his® grave.
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So the people said, ‘Rasool-Allah**"" forgot to pray Salat upon Ibrahim® when the panic
entered upon him*"". So he*®"" stood up straight, then said: ‘O you people! Jibraeel® came
to me*"" with what you all said. You are alleging that I**"" forgot to pray Salat upon my**"%

® due to what entered into me**"" from the panic. Indeed! And it is not as you are
thinking it to be, but the Kind, the Informed Necessitated five Saldts upon you, and Made to
be upon your deceased, one Takbeer from each Salat, and Commanded me*"" that I**""
should not pray Salat except upon the one who did pray Salat’.
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Then he®®"" said: ‘O Ali*"*I Descend and (dig the) chasm (Lahad) for my**™" son®”. So he®
laid Ibrahim® in his®* chasm (Lahad). So the people said, ‘It is not befitting for anyone that
he should descend in a grave of his son, when Rasool-Allah®**"" did not do so’. So Rasool-
Allah®®"" said to them: ‘O you people! It is not Prohibited upon you that you should be
descending into the graves of your children, but there is no security if one of you were to
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loosen the shroud from his son if the Satan"® were to play with him, so the panic would enter
upon him what would cause his Recompense to be confiscated’. Then he**" left’.*
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So Abu Abdullah®"* said that: ‘A Bedouin came up to the Rasool Allah**"". He said, ‘O Rasool
Allah*®"", | come across injured sheep, cows, and the camels sold at a cheap price, but they
have scabies (itching/rash). | dislike buying these fearing that they may infect my camels and
my sheep with that scabies’. So the Rasool Allah®"" said: ‘O Bedouin! So who infected the
first (infected) one? Then the Rasool Allah**"" said: ‘There is neither infection, nor bad
omen, nor ghost, nor bad luck, nor ‘Safra’, nor breastfeeding after weaning, nor being a
Bedouin after Migration (Hijra), nor Fasting of silence for a day to the night, nor divorce
before the marriage, nor emancipation before slavery, nor being an orphan after achieving
adulthood’.”
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Ali Bin lbrahim, from his father, from Al Nawfaly, from Al Sakuny, who has narrated:

Abu Abdullah®™"* says that the Messenger*™*" of Allah®™" said: ‘The expiation of the omen is
the reliance (upon Allah®")’ ®

.guj\gﬁgi 9wdut_<u\(mju.cwy)¢uw 25 06 J6 Sy 1 5

‘He®" said: ‘Rasool-Allah®®"" said: ‘If there is anything with evil omen in it, so it is in the
tongue’.”

-
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* Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Funerals CH 72 H 7

> Al-Kafi, Vol. 8, H. 15682

® Al-Kafi, Vol. 8, H. 15684

7 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 56 H 17

Page 7 of 19




Superstition-Omen www.hubeali.com

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘You must not (derive) omens
(prophecies) from the Quran (Fa’al)’ .2

Protection from Bad Omen:
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From him, from Bakr Bin Salih, from Suleyman Al-Ja’fary, who has narrated:

Abu Al-Hassan Musa®*"* having said, ‘The evil, for the traveller in his road, are five things —
The cawing crow on his right and spreading its tail; and the howling wolf which howls on the
face of the man while sitting on it’s tail and raises its voice and lowers it three times; and the
deer which crossing from the right to the left, and the crying owl, and an old woman coming
in from the front, and confronting a female (astray) donkey. So the one who feels anything
from these for himself, so he should immediately say, ‘l adhere to You®™, O Lord®*™, from
the evil of what I find in (front of) myself’. He*"* said; ‘He would be protected from that’.’

Prophecies related to Signs:
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‘Abu Abdullah®*"* said: ‘When four (things) become prevalent, four (things) would appear.
When the adultery is prevalent the earthquakes would appear, and when the tyranny is
prevalent in the judgments, the drops (of rain) would be Withheld, and when the non-
Muslim taxpayers (Zimmy) are unprotected, the people of Polytheism would be more just
than the people of Al-Islam, and when the Zakat is prevented, the need would appear’. 10

There are several prophecies related to the re-appearance of the 12" Imam?" a Hadith with
the sun and moon eclipse is presented below:

& Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Merits of the Quran CH 14 H 7
° Al-Kafi, Vol. 8, H. 14941
19 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 196 H 3
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Prophecies regarding the Appearance of the Al-Qaim™":
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A number of our companions, from Sahl Bin Ziyad, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Abu Nasr, from Sa’albat
Bin Maymoun, from Badr Bin Al-Khaleel Al-Azdy who said:

asws asws

| was seated in the presence of Abu Ja’far™"", so he™"" said: ‘Two Signs would occur before
the rising of Al-Qaim®"* which have never occurred since the descent of Adam® to the earth
— A solar eclipse in the middle of the Month of Ramadhan, and the lunar (eclipse) at the end
of it’. So a man said, ‘O son®"* of the Rasool! The sun gets eclipsed at the end of the month,
and the moon in the middle of it’. So Abu Ja’far®*"* said: ‘I**** am more knowing of what you
say, but these two Signs have never occurred since the descent of Adam®”. 1

™ Al-Kafi, vol. 8, H. 14706
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Appendix I: Yawning and Sneezing:

Yawning is from Iblis” and Sneezing is from Allah®"';
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It is narrated from him (narrator of the Hadith above) from Ahmad ibn Mohammed ibn 'Isa from Ahmad ibn
Mohammed ibn abu Nasr who has said:

‘Once | heard Al-Reza®™"* saying, 'Yawning is from Satan and sneezing is from Allah.’*?
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Ali ibn Mohammed has narrated from Salih ibn abu Hammad who has said:

asws

‘Once | asked the al-Aalim (the scholar) about sneezing and the reason for praising
Allah®™" thereafter. The Imam®™** answered: 'From Allah® there are bounties for His
servant, in his good health for his body and soundness of his limbs. The servant forgets
remembering Allah®™" for such bounties. When he forgets Allah®" Commands the air to
pass through his body and come out of his nose. He then praises Allah®™¥ for it and his
praising at such time is thanking that he had forgotten.’*?
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A number of our people have narrated from Ahmad ibn Mohammed ibn Khalid from Faddal from Jafar ibn
Yunus from Dawud ibn al-Hussain who has said the following:

‘Once we were in the presence of abu Abd Allah®", | counted that the people present were
fourteen. Abu Abd Allah®™"* sneezed and no one from the people said anything. Abu 'Abd
Allah®*"* then asked: ‘You did not respond. Why did you not respond? It is of the rights of a
believing person on the other believing person to visit him in his illness, attend his funeral,

and respond to his sneezing or he®™"* said, #i: (response to his sneezing) and when he

invites accept his invitation.”**

12 Al-Kafi, vol. 2, H. 3664, Ch. 15, h, 5
3 Al-Kafi, vol. 2, H. 3665, Ch. 15, h, 6
% Al-Kafi, vol. 2, H. 3666, Ch. 15, h, 7

’
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Abu Ali al-Ashari has narrated from Mohammed ibn Salim from Ahmad ibn al- 'adr from'
Amr ibn Shimr from Jabir who has said the following:

‘Abu Jafar®®"* has said, ‘Sneezing is a good thing. It benefits the body and reminds one of
Allah®. | then said: 'Some people around us say: ‘There is nothing in sneezing for the
Messenger of Allah®®"™." The Imam®"* said: ‘They are lying, the intercession of
Muhammad®*" will not reach them.’*®

The Best Recitation in Response to Sneeze:

AR
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Ali ibn Ibrahim has narrated from his father from ibn abu 'Umayr from certain individuals of
his people from who has said the following:

‘Once a man sneezed in the presence of abu Jafar®*" and he said: 415 2ady (All praise belong

asws

to Allah. Abu Jafar™" did not respond and said, 'Our®"* rights are reduced.' Then he*" said,
'Whenever anyone of you sneezes he should say:

y\ 82 Al L;La 3 VMJ\:J\ AJJ 240 (All praise belongs to Allah®™, Lord of the worlds

and Allah™ has granted favours upon Muhammad®®** and the Ahl al-Bayt®"*.’ The narrator
has said that the man then said it and abu Jafar®", responded.’*®

g/‘\é’}%/aztf”dypﬁ/QLNJM\UFLSM\J&W\ULM&\J\&M\U&&&
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Ali has narrated from his father from ibn abu 'Umayr from Ismail al-Basri from al-Fudayl ibn Yasar who has
said:

‘Once, | said to Abu Jafar**: ‘People do not like saying, 41 3 22 (& &))" in three

conditions: When sneezing, when slaughtering an animal and at the time of having intimate

> Al-Kafi, vol. 2, H. 3667, Ch. 15, h, 8
'® Al-Kafi, vol. 2, H. 3668, Ch. 15, h, 9 ) z : 2 = : 655
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aAsws

said: 'What is wrong with them, woe upon them!
)17

relations with their spouses.” Abu Jafar
It is due to their hypocrisy, may Allah®*" condemn them.

Who Always Recites on a Sneeze will not get pain in Ears/Teeth:
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Ali ibn Ibrahim has narrated from his father from Salih ibn al-Sindi from Jafar ion Bashir from 'Uthman from
abu 'Usamah who has said:

‘Abu' Abd Allah®*®"* has said, 'If one hears a person's sneezing and says
5P @5‘ e @\w I 5 % dll 53, he will not suffer from a toothache or eye

trouble. The Imam®"* then said, 'When you hear it (sneezing) respond to it even if there is

an ocean between you and the person sneezing.”*®
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Mohammed ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad ibn Mohammed from certain individuals of his people from a
man of '"Ammah (non-Shia) who has said the following:

‘I would sit in the meeting place of abu Abd Allah®™** | swear by Allah®™" that | had not seen
any meeting place nobler than his*"* meeting place. One-day he®*"* asked me, 'Where from
does sneeze come?' | said, 'lt comes out of the nose.' He said, 'You have got it wrong.' | then
said, 'May Allah®™" keep my soul in service for your®** cause, from where does it come?'
The Imam®"* said: 'It comes from the whole body, just as a reproductive seed comes out of
the whole body and its exit is through one place.' The Imam®"* then asked: Have you noted
that when one sneezes his whole body moves and a person sneezing is safe from death for
seven days.’19

7 Al-Kafi, vol. 2, H. 3669, Ch. 15, h, 10
'8 Al-Kafi, vol. 2, H. 3676, Ch. 15, h, 17
1% Al-Kafi, vol. 2, H. 3682, Ch. 15, h, 23
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Sneezing is a Sign of Truthfulness:
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Ali ibn Ibrahim has narrated from his father from al-Nawfali from al-Sakuni who has reported the following
from Abu Abd Allah®™"*:

‘The Messenger of Allah®"" has said: ‘Sneezing is a sign of truthfulness.’*

@
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Ali ibn Ibrahim has narrated from his father from al-Nawfali from al-Sakuni who reported the following from
abu Abd Allah®"*:

‘The Messenger of Allah®"" has said, 'If a man is speaking about something and someone
sneezes, this is evidence of the truth.’?

2% Al-Kafi, vol. 2, H. 3683, Ch. 15, h, 24
2! Al-Kafi, vol. 2, H. 3684, Ch. 15, h, 25

Page 13 of 19




Superstition-Omen www.hubeali.com

Appendix I1: The Signs of Allah™"
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(Tafseer) Qummi — An extract, and he linked his Hadeeth in Al-Majmua to Al-Baqir®™"* and
Al-Sadig®*"* having said:

<
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‘It was so that when the sorcerers and the ones from the people who believed in him®
prostrated, Haman said to Pharoh'a, ‘The people have believed in Musa®, therefore look at
the ones who enter into his* Religion and imprison him’. So he' imprisoned all the ones
from the Children of Israel who believed in him®.
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So Musa®™ came and said to him': ‘Leave the Children of Israel (to go free)’. But he” did not
do so, and Allah®™" Sent down the flood upon them during that year, and it ruined their
houses and their dwellings to the extent that they went out to the wilderness and pitched
the tents.
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So Pharaoh” said to Musa®, ‘Supplicate to your® Lord™" until He™" Stops the deluge from
us and 1” will free the Children of Israel and your®™ companions’. So Musa® supplicated to
his®* Lord®™", and the deluge was stopped from them, and he® thought that Pharaoh' would
free the Children of Israel. But, Haman said to him'a, ‘If youIa free the Children of Israel,
Musa® would overcome you” and your kingdom would decline’. So he” accepted from him
and did not free the Children of Israel.

0%,
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w},u,uuiwmjdgv ‘Lsufé" is —;\;;\uu&q\&)tsxgy\;‘j@y\.g,m\;}:,us&
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So Allah®™ Sent down the locusts upon them during the second year, and they devoured
everything which was for them, from the vegetation and the trees, to the extent that they

devoured their hair and their beards. So he_Ia panicked from that with an intense panic and
said, ‘O Musa®! Supplicate to your® Lord®" to Stop the locusts from us, and I” will free the
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Children of Israel and your® companions’. So Musa® supplication to his®* Lord®™", and the
locusts were stopped from them. But, Haman did not let him' free the Children of Israel.

0%,
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So Allah®™ Sent down the lice upon them during the third year, and their grain was
destroyed and they were hit by the famine. So Pharaoh” said to Musa®, ‘If you® were to
repel the lice from us, 1 shall refrain from the Children of Israel’. So Musa® supplicated to
his®* Lord®"! until the lice were gone’.
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And he™"* said: ‘The first of what Allah® Created of the lice was during that time. But, he"”
did not free the Children of Israel.
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So Allah™¥ Sent the frogs unto them after that, and they used to be in their foods and their
drinks. So they panicked from that with intense panic, and they came to Musa® and they
said, ‘Supplicate to Allah®* that He®*! Removes the frogs from us, for we believe you® and
we would send the Children of Israel with you’. So Musa® supplicated to his®* Lord**, and
Allah® Lifted that from them.
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So when he" refused to free the Children of Israel, Allah®*"! Converted the water of the Nile
into blood, and it so happened that the Coptic would see it as blood and the Israeli would
see it as water. So whenever the Israeli would drink it, it would be water, and whenever the
Coptic would drink it, it would be blood, and the Coptic was saying to the Israeli, ‘Take some
water in your mouth and pour it into my mouth’. But, when he poured it into the mouth of
the Coptic, it would transform into blood. So they panicked in intense panic and they said to
Musa®, ‘If Allah®" was to Lift the blood from us, we would send the Children of Israel with
you®™.
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But when Allah®™" Raised the blood from them, they betrayed and did not free the Children
of Israel. So Allah®™"! Sent the Pestilence upon them, and it is the (red) hailstorm, and it had
not been seen (in those parts) before that. So they died during it (in great numbers), and
they panicked with intense panic and it hit them what they had not reckoned before it, and
they said, Supplicate to your Lord for us with what He Pacted with you. So if you remove
the Pestilence from us we will believe you and send the Children of Israel with you’ [7:134].
So he® supplicated to his® Lord®* and the snow was Removed from them, and he" freed
the Children of Israel.
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So when he® freed the, they gathered to Musa®, and Musa®™ went out from Egypt, and
there had (also) ones who had escaped from Pharaoh®, and (news of) that reached
Pharaoh®. So Haman said to him, ‘I had prevented you' from freeing the Children of Israel,
and they have (now) gathered to him®. So Pharaoh"™ panicked and sent collectors into the

cities, and went out seeking Musa®.?

#2238 i 1z il o (Extract)
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Appendix lll: Showing respect to the Signs of Allah™™:
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Al-Aimma®*"*

‘I said Abu Ja’far®™"*, ‘May | be sacrificed for you®"”*, is there abhorrence in certain times for

the marital relationships?’ He®"* said: ‘Yes. Although it is permissible, what is between the
dawn up to the sunrise, and what is between the disappearance of the sun up to the
disappearance of the redness, and during the day in which there is the sun eclipse, and
during the night and the day in which there has occurred an earthquake, and the black wind,
and the red and the yellow winds’.
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And Rasool-Allah®**" had come to one of his**"" wives during the night in which there was
an eclipse of the moon. But he*®" did not do anything during that night, from what he**""
had in the other nights apart from this one. So she said to him**"", ‘O Rasool-Allah®*""! Is
this dislike due to alienation?’ He**"" said: ‘But, do you know that this Sign appeared during
this night, so I*" did not like it that I™** should indulge in pleasure and recreation in it, and
resemble a people whom Allah®™" Mighty and Majestic has Rebuked in His®*" Book: And if
they should see pieces of the sky falling down, they would be saying: ‘Piled up clouds’
[52:44] So leave them engaging in vanities and playing, until they meet their Day which

they are Promised [43:83], and the Words of the Exalted: till they meet their Day in which
they would be fainting [52:45] .
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Then Abu Ja’far®"* said: ‘And 1" swear by Allah®**!I No one would copulate in these times

which Rasool-Allah*®"" disliked to copulate in, then received the sustenance of a child, so he
would see in his child what he does not like, after having come to know what Rasool-
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Allah®®"" prevented from it, from the times which he*"" disliked to copulate in, and the
recreation and the pleasures.
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And know — O Ibn Salim — that the one who does not keep away from the recreation and the
pleasures during the appearance of the Signs, is from the one who has regarded the Signs of

Allah®® as a mockery’.”?
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‘From Abu Ja’far®", said, ‘I said to him*"*, ‘Is the copulation disliked during a particular
time from the timings, and even if it was Permissible?” He®™"* said: ‘Yes, whatever is
between the emergence of the dawn up to the emergence of the sun, and from the
disappearing of the sun up to the disappearance of the redness, and during the day in which
is the eclipse of the sun, and during the night in which the moon is eclipsed, and during the
night and the day in which there is the black wind and the red wind, and the yellow wind,
and the night and the day in which is the earthquake.
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And Rasool-Allah®"" had spent the night in the presence of one of his*®"" wives during a
night in which the moon was eclipsed. So there did not happen to be from him***" during
that night which used to happen from him**"*" during others until the morning. So she said
to him**"", ‘O Rasool-Allah*®""! Is it due to hatred from you*™"" during this night?’
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He*™"" said: ‘No, but this sign appeared during this night, so I**" disliked that I**"" should
delve in pleasure and the desire therein, and Allah®™ has Rebuked people, so the Mighty
and Majestic Said in His™" Book: And if they should see pieces of the sky falling down, they
would be saying: ‘Piled up clouds’ [52:44] So leave them engaging in vanities and playing,
until they meet their Day which they are Promised [43:83] .
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Then Abu Ja’far®"* said: ‘And 1" swear by Allah®™", no one would copulate during these

timing which Rasool-Allah®®"" has forbidden from, and the news having ended up to him, so
he would be Graced with a child, and he would see in that child what he does not like’.*

** Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 137 H1
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