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ِ َّاُِم َّم ٍدِوِآلِِهِِالط
ِ
ِ
ِ ِ ِ ْ ِِالرِحيم
.ًِ َو َسلَّ َمِِتَ ْسلِيما,ِاه ِرين
َّ ِِالر ْْحن
َّ ِِبِ ْسمِِاللَّ ِه
َ ِ َو,ِاْلَ ْم ُدِللَّهِِ َربِِالْعالَمني
َ َُ َِصلَّىِِاللَّهُِِ َعلىِِ َسيِّدن
In the Name of Allahazwj the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allahazwj Lordazwj of the
Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammadsaww and hissaww Purified Progenyasws, and
greetings with abundant greetings.

ُِِمَ َّم ٍد َِّو َع ِّج ْلِفَ َر َج ُه ْم َِوالْ َع ْنِأ َْع َدائَ ُه ْمِاَ ْْجَعِ ْني
ُ لىُِمَ َّم ٍد َِّو ِآل
ُ ِع
َ ِص ِّل
َ اَللَّ ُه َّم
‘Taffakur and Taddabar’
Summary:
The words ‘Taffakur and Taddabar’ have frequently been used in the Holy Quran, meaning
to invoke deep thinking (ponding/contemplating). The deep thinking is far more rewarding
than simply worshiping, e.g., Hadith below.

ٍ ِ ُِم َّم ِد ِب ِن
ِِ ِ ُِم َّم ِد ِب ِنِأَِِب ِنَص ٍر ِعن ِب ع
ِ ِ
ِض ُل
َ َِعْب ِد ِاللَّ ِهِعِق
ْ ِع ِْن ِأ
ْ اِع ْنِأ
َ ْال ِأَف
َ ِع ْن ِأَِِب
َ ض ِ ِر َجاله
َ ِخالد
َ ََص َحابِن
َْ ْ َ ْ
ْ ع َّدةٌِم ْن ِأ
َ ْ َُ َْحَ َد ِبْ ِن
ْ َُ َْحَ َد ِبْ ِن
الْعِبَ َادةِِإِ ْد َما ُنِالتَّ َف ُّك ِر ِِِفِاللَّ ِه َِو ِِِفِقُ ْد َرتِِِه
A number of our people have narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid from Ahmad ibn Muhammad
asws
ibn Abu Nasr from certain individuals of his people who has narrated the following from Abu Abd Allah :

Abu Abd Allahasws has said: The most virtuous form of worship is thinking about Allah azwj very
often and about Hisazwj Power.1
In this short article we will try to understand what are the meanings of ‘Taffakur and
Taddabar’ and how to embrace them in order to raise our spiritual status. And to know
when one leaves the deep thinking while plunging into wishful thinking (day dreaming)
which is a forbidden act2 and sometimes one embarks into even more grave territory of the
‘Qayas’ (analogy)3 and starts implementing/developing his/her opinions and thoughts into
religion by interpreting and/or deriving the laws of the religion as per his own wisdom.
Allahazwj has Commanded us to contemplate (Taffakur and Taddabar) on universe, Ayat
(Signs which remind Allahazwj), to renegade misconceptions spread by non-believers and to
be Thankful to Himazwj for the countless Favours and Bounties Extended to all by Himazwj.
Initially, when one contemplates, several questions and unresolved issues are realised in his
mind which prompts a quest for the answers within oneself and one starts looking for the
answers. When one looks further, Allahazwj Helps, through the Holy Verses and Guides him
to consult the ‘( ’اهلِالذكرso ask the Ahl Al-Zikr (People of the Reminder) if you do not know
(16:43).
1

Al-Kafi, Vol. 2, H. 1546
See for example: https://hubeali.com/articles/DayDreamingAnActOfSatan.pdf
3
See Appendix II.
2
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The next question arises on how to find the ‘ ’اهل ِالذكرto whom Allahazwj Refers to in
resolving our misconceptions and finding salvation? Basically, Allahazwj Guides to the
‘ ’اهلِالذكرwhen someone’s intention is pure and strives hard to secure his/her Hereafter.

For example, we present extracts of a long Hadith to highlight how to find the ‘’اهلِالذكر
(Divine Imamsasws) and how to avoid falling into the misguidance and destruction by
following other than themasws:

ِ
ِ ِ
ِ َْ َن ِماِأَمر ِاللَّه ِبِِه ِأَ ْن
ِ
ِاِو ََِ ِتَتَّبِعُوا
ْ َو
ُ َ َ َ َّ ِاعلَ ُمواِأ
ُ ِحَّرَمهُ َِو ِاتَّب ُعواِآثَ َار َِر ُسول ِاللَّه ِ(ِصلىِاهلل ِعليهِوآلهِ َِو
َ َِتتَنبُوهُِفَ َق ْد
َ َِِِسنَّتَهُِفَ ُُ ُذوا
ِ ِعْن َِدِاللَّ ِهِم ِنِاتَّبعِهواهِوِرأْيهِبِغَ ِْيِه ًد
ِ َّاس
ِ
ِ َض َّلِالن
ِ ِىِم َنِاللَّ ِه
َ ِآراءَ ُك ْمِفَتَضلُّواِفَإِ َّنِأ
ُ ْ َُ َ َ ُ َ َ َ َ َ
َ أ َْه َواءَ ُك ْم َِو
(An extract from a length Hadith from Al-Kafi, Vol. 8, H. 14449):
And know that whatever Allahazwj has Ordered you to avoid, so Heazwj has Prohibited it, and
follow the footsteps of the Messengersaww of Allahazwj, and hissaww Sunnah, so adhere to it
and do not follow your own desires, and your opinions, for you will go astray. The most
misguided of the people with Allahazwj is the one who follows his own desires and his
opinion without (following the) Guidance from Allahazwj.

ِ ِ
ِ
ِ
ِِاْلَئِ َّم ِةِا َْلَُداةِ ِِم ْنِأ َْه ِل
ْ ُصابَة
ْ ِسنَّتِ ِه َِوِآثَا ِر
َ ََوِق
ُ ِِاْلَاف
َ ظِاللَّهُِ ََلُ ْمِأ َْمَرُه ْم
َ الِأَيَّتُ َهاِالْع
ُ ِعلَْي ُك ْمِبآثَا ِر َِر ُسولِاللَّهِ(ِصلىِاهللِعليهِوآلهِ َِو
ِ
ِ َ ِك ِفَ َق ِد ِاهت َدىِو ِمنِتَرَك ِذَل
ِ
ِ تِرس
ِ ِ ِ ول ِاللَّ ِه ِ(ِصلىِاهللِعليهِوآلهِ ِِمن ِب ْع ِدهِِو
ِِض َّل
َ َخ َذِبِ َذل
َ ُِعْنه
َ ب
َ ِم ْن ِأ
َ ُِسنَّته ْم ِفَإنَّه
ُ َ َ ْ
ُ َ بَْي
َ ك َِو َِرِغ
َ ْ َ َ َْ
ِ َّ ِْلَنَّهم
ِاعتِ ِه ْم َِو َِوََيَتِ ِه ْم
َ َينِأ ََمَرِاللَّهُِبِط
ُ ُْ
َ ِه ُمِالذ
And heasws said: ‘O you group for whom Allahazwj has Protected for them their affairs! It is for
you to follow the footsteps of the Messengersaww of Allahazwj and hissaww Sunnah, and the
footsteps of the Imamsasws of Guidance from the Peopleasws of the Household of the
Messengersaww of Allahazwj from after himsaww and theirasws Sunnah. So the one who takes to
that has been guided, and the one who avoided that and abandoned it, went astray,
because theyasws are the onesasws for whom Allahazwj Commanded (the people) to be
obedient to, and for theirasws Wilayah.

ِ َّ َِسَّاهمِاللَّه ِِِف ِكِتابِِه ِِِفِقَولِِهِوِجعلْناهمِأَئِ َّمةًِي ِهدو َنِبََِم ِرناِو
ِ َّ ِ ِ ْ اللَّهِأَمرِبِوََي ِة
ِ
ِاعتِ ِه ْم َِو
َ ُ ُ ُ َ ين
َ َينِأ ََمَرِاللَّهُِبَِوََيَت ِه ِْمِ َوِط
ُ َ ْ ُ َْ
َ َ ََ َ
ْ ُ ََ َ ْ
َ ِه ُمِالذ
َ ِاْلَئ َّمةِالذ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ َّ
ِِِاْلَئِ َّمة
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ َ َِعن ِوََيت ِهم ِو ِط
َّ َ ِهم ِأَئ َّمةُِالض
ْ اِعلَىِأ َْوليَاء ِاللَّه
َ َين ِق
ُ ضىِاللَّهُِأَ ْن ِيَ ُكو َِن ِ ََلُ ْم
َ َِد َوٌل ِِِف ِالدُّنْي
ْ ُ اعته ْم َِو
َ ََّللَة ِالذ
َ ْ َ َ ْ َ ُين ِنَ َهىِاللَّه
َ الذ
ِِ
ِِ ِ ِ صي ِةِاللَّ ِهِو
ِ ِ ِ ُِم َّم ٍدِي عملُو َن ِِِف
ِ ِ
ِ ِعلَْي ِهم ِ َكلِمةُِالْع َذ
ِاب َِوِلِيَتِ َّمِأَ ْنِتَ ُكونُوا
ُ
َ َ ْ َ ِم ْعصيَة َِر ُسولهِ(ِصلىِاهللِعليهِوآلهِ ِليَح َّق
َ َ
َ ِدولَت ِه ْمِِبَْع
َ ْ َ َُ م ْنِآل
ِالر ُس ِل ِِم ْنِقَْبلِِِه
ُّ ُِمَ َّم ٍدِ(ِصلىِاهللِعليهِوآلهِ َِو
ُ ِبِاللَّ ِه
ِّ ََِم َعِن
Allahazwj has Commanded for the Wilayah of the Imamsasws whom Allahazwj has Names in
Hisazwj Book in Hisazwj Statement: “[21:73] And We made them Imams who guided (people)
by Our command” and theyasws are the onesasws for whomasws Allahazwj has Commanded the
Wilayah for, and to be in theirasws obedience.
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And the ones whom Allahazwj has Forbidden to be in their wilayah, these are the imams of
misguidance, for whom Allahazwj has Decreed for them the governance in the world over the
friends of Allahazwj and the Imamsasws from the Progenyasws of Muhammadsaww.
They act in disobedience to Allahazwj in their governments, and in disobedience to Hisazwj
Messengersaww so that the Words of the Punishment become reality against them, and that
you can end up being with the Prophetsaww of Allahazwj Muhammadsaww and the
Messengersas before himsaww.4

Introduction:
In the Holy Quran, several Verses (see Appendix I) are Revealed where the words related to
َّ  ’تَتَ َف, ‘ِ ’يَتَ َف َّكرو َن, ‘ ’يَتَ َف َّكروا, ‘ِ ’يَتَ َدبَّرو َنthrough these Words
deep thinking are used, i.e., ‘ِك ُرو َن
ُ
ُ
ُ

Allahazwj emphasises the need for and importance of pondering for people in order leave
misconceptions and develop better understanding of the Divine Commands - while realising
the Grand Nature of the Universe created by Allahazwj, and submitting to Allahazwj’s by
appreciating the countless Bounties.
Allahazwj Says:

ِ ِالسماو
ِ ِه َذاِب
ِ َ ( ’ويَتَ َف َّكرو َن ِِِفand (believers) are
ِ ات َِو ْاْل َْر
‘ِاط ًَل
َ اِخلَ ْق
َ اِم
َ ََٰ ت
َ َض َِربَّن
َ َ َّ ِخ ْلق
ُ َ

thinking regarding the Creation of the skies and the earth: ‘Our Lord! You have not
Created this in vain! (3:191)
Other places for example, Allahazwj Rebukes disbelievers by Citing an example,

ِ َعمى ِوالْب
‘صْيُ ِۚ ِأَفَ ََل ِتَتَ َف َّكُرو َِن
ْ ِه ْل ِيَ ْستَ ِو
َ ( ’قُ ْلSay: ‘Are they alike, the blind and
َ َ َٰ َ ْ يِاْل

the seeing one? Are you not thinking?’ (6:50)

ِ ’اْلي
ٍ َ ‘ًِ َ’ْلية, ‘‘( ’بِآياتِنَاSigns’
Also, in several Holy Verses, Allahazwj Says to Ponder on ‘ِات
َ ْ , ‘ِ’ْليَات,
َ
َ
and ‘Sign’ ‘our Signs’). Can we recognise the Signs of Allahazwj or, to which particular Sign
Allahazwj is Referring to? Of course not as our thinking and opinions are flawed and reliance
upon ‘opinions’ would lead to grave consequences:

.»ِوِإنِأخطَِكانِإمثهِعليه،ِ«منِفسرِالقرآنِبرأيهِفَصابِملِيؤجر:ِقال،ِ ِعنِأِبِعبداهللِ(عليهِالسَلم،عنِهشامِبنِسامل
From Hisham Bin Salim, who has said:

4

Al-Kafi, Vol. 8, H. 14449
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‘Abu Abd Allahasws having said: ‘The one who explains the Quran by his opinion, if he gets it
right there would be no Reward for him, and if he errs, it would be a sin against him’.5

Understanding the Holy Verses:
َِِوَِِتكشفِالظلماتِإ،ِوَِِتنقضيِغرائبه،َِِتفىنِعجائبه،ِوِباطنهِعميق،ِ«القرآنِظاهرهِأنيق: وِعنهِ(عليهِالسَلم
.»به
And from him (the Imamasws, it is narrated): ‘The Quran (is such that), its apparent is elegant,
and its hidden is deep. Its wonders do not cease nor does its strangeness expire, nor can the
darkness be removed except by it’’.6
Here, we come back to our original topic and try to find, from Ahadith, who are the Signs of
Allahazwj?

The Signs of Allahazwj
.»ِأنِكذبواِباْلوصياءِكلهم،ِِفِبطنِالقرآن،ِ«كذبواِبآياتناِكلها:ِوَِسعتهِيقول:قال
He (the narrator) said, ‘And I heard him (Abu Ja’farasws) saying: ‘They belying ourasws signs, all
of them, in the esoteric of the Quran, and they were belying the succesors asws, all of
themasws’’.7

ِ َّ ِِا
ِ
ِ َّ ِ
ِ
ُّ ِضواِبِا ْْلَياة
ِِه ْم
ُ ناِأيَِِيؤمنونِبهِو َِر
ُ ين
َ اِوِالذ
َ ياِوِا ِطْ َم َنُّو
َ ِْالدن
َ
َ ِإ َّنِالذ:ِقولهِتعاىل:وِقالِعليِبنِإبراهيم
َينَِِيَْر ُجو َنِلقاء
ِ: ِوِالدليلِعلىِذلكِ قولِأمْيِاملؤمننيِ(عليهِالسَلم، ِأمْيِاملؤمننيِوِاَئمةِ(عليهمِالسَلم:ِاْليات:َع ْن ِآياتِناِغافِلُو َن ِقال
.»«ماِهللِآيةِأكربِمين
And Ali Bin Ibrahim said,

‘The Words of the Exalted: Surely those who are not wishing for meeting Us [10:7] i.e. not
believing in it, and are pleased with the life of the world and are content with it, and those
who are heedless of Our Signs [10:7], said, ‘The Signs are Amir-Al-Momineenasws and the
Imamsasws, and the evidence upon that are the words of Amir-Al-Momineenasws: ‘There is no
‘Sign’ of Allahazwj greater than Iasws!’8

5
6
7
8

( العيّاشي تفسْي1: 17/ 2.)
.80 :2ِربيعِاْلبرار
.199 :1 تفسْيِالقمي
(Extract)
ّ
.309 :1ِتفسْيِالقمي
ّ

Page 7 of 28

‘Taffakur and Taddabar

www.hubeali.com

.»ِأنِكذبواِباْلوصياءِكلهم،ِِفِبطنِالقرآن،ِ«كذبواِبآياتناِكلها:ِوَِسعتهِيقول:قال
He (the narrator) said, ‘And I heard him (Abu Ja’farasws) saying: ‘They belying ourasws signs, all
of them, in the esoteric of the Quran, and they were belying the succesors asws, all of
themasws’’.9

ِ: ِوِالدليلِعلىِذلكِ قولِأمْيِاملؤمننيِ(عليهِالسَلم، ِأمْيِاملؤمننيِوِاَئمةِ(عليهمِالسَلم:ِاْليات:وِقالِعليِبنِإبراهيم
.»«ماِهللِآيةِأكربِمين
And Ali Bin Ibrahim said,

‘The Signs are Amir-Al-Momineenasws and the Imamsasws, and the evidence upon that are the
words of Amir-Al-Momineenasws: ‘There is no ‘Sign’ of Allahazwj greater than Iasws!’10

Can we Fully Understand Holy Verses?
Two students of Imam Hassan Askariasws asked the Imamasws, if youasws teach us the Book,
can we fully understand the Divine Verses? Imamasws reply: Never! See the Hadith below:

ِِإنِالصادقِ(عليه، ِكَل: ِيابنِرسولِاهللِفاذاِنَيتِ(علىِْجيع ِعلومِالقرآنِومعانيه؟ِقالِ(عليهِالسَلم:ِففرحناِوقلنا:َقا
ِِيابنِرسولِاهللِ(صلىِاهللِعليهِوآله ِقدِْجعتِعلم:ِوقال،السَلم ِعلمِ ِماِأريدِأنِأعلمكماِ ِبعضِأصحابهِففرحِبذلك
ِ،ِلكنهِمعِذلكِأقلِقليلِ ِمنِ ِأجزاءِعلمِالقرآن،ِوأوتيتِفضَلِواسعا،ِقدِْجعتِخْيا ِكثْيا: القرآن ِكله؟ِفقالِ(عليهِالسَلم
ِ ِِقِقلِلوِكانِالبحرِمداداِلكماتِرل ِلنفدِالبحرِقبلِأنِتنفدِكلماتِرل ِولوِجاناِِبثلهِمدداِق:إنِاهلل ِعزوجلِيقول
We were happy to hear (about youasws agreeing to teach us Holy Quran) and (they) said: ‘O
sonasws of Rasool-Allahsaww! So we will get all the knowledge of the Quran and its meanings?’
Heasws said: ‘Never! Whatever I am going to teach you is what Al-Sadiqasws (6th Imamasws)
taught to one of hisasws companions and he (companion of the 6th Imamasws) was happy with
that and said: ‘O sonasws of Rasool-Allahsaww! So I have now become the recipient of the
whole of the Quran?’ Heasws said: ‘You have collected a lot of good, and extensive grace, but
so little of the parts of its knowledge, for Allah azwj the Almighty Says: ‘If the sea was ink for
the Words of my Lord, the sea would be depleted before the Words of my Lord are
depleted, and even if We were to bring the like of it as ink’ [18:109].

ِ،ِقِولوِأمناِِفِاَرضِمنِشجرةِأقَلمِوالبحرِميدهِمنِبعدهِسبعةِأحبرِماِنفدت ِكلماتِاهللِقِوهذاِعلمِالقرآنِومعانيه:ويقول
ِِقدِفضلكِاهللِتعاىلِبهِعلى،ِولكنِالقدرِالذيِأخذته
ِ
ِِفكمِترىِمقدارِماِأخذتهِمنِْجيعِهذاِ ِالقرآن،وماِأ ودعِمنِعجائبه
.ِوَِيفهمِكفهمك،كلِمنَِِيعلمِكعلمك

9
10

.199 :1ِتفسْيِالقمي
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ّ
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And Allahazwj Says: And even if every tree in the earth was a pen and the oceans to ink it,
from after it seven (more) oceans, the Words of Allah would not be depleted [31:27]. And
this is the knowledge of the Quran and its meanings and extensiveness, see for yourself
what you have taken from the whole of the Quran. But only little you have taken, Allahazwj
the Exalted has Given you preference over that person who does not know what you do and
his understanding is not like yours. (An extract)’11

The Holy Verses have several Apparent and Hidden Meanings:
ِ ِ
ِ
ِ ِ ِالس ُك ِوِنِِّعنِأَِِب
ِ
ِولِاللَّ ِهِ(ِصلىِاهلل
ُ ال َِر ُس
َ َالِق
َ َِع ْنِآبَائِِهِ(ِعليهمِالسَلمِ ِق
َّ ِع ِنِالن َّْوفَلِ ِّيِ َع ِن
َ ِعْبدِاللَّه
َ َْ
َ ِع ْنِأَبِيه
َ يم
َ َعل ُّيِبْ ُنِإبْ َراه
ٍ عليهِوآلهِ ِأَيُّهاِالنَّاس ِإِنَّ ُكم ِِِف ِدا ِر
ِ َّ ِعلَىِظَ ْه ِر ِس َف ٍر ِو
ِس َِو
َ ِه ْدنَة َِو ِأَنْتُ ْم
ُ َ ْ ُ
ٌ ِس ِر
َ يع َِو ِقَ ِْد َِرأَيْتُ ُم ِالِلَّْي َل َِو ِالن
َ
ْ َّه َار َِو ِالش
َ ِالسْي ُر ِب ُك ْم
َ َ
َ َّم
ِ
ِ
ٍ
ٍ
ٍ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ اِاْلَ َه َازِلبُِ ْعدِالْ َم َجاز
ْ ِم ْو ُعودِفَََع ُّدو
َ ِجديد َِوِيُ َقِّربَانِ ُك َّلِبَعيد َِوِيََْتيَانِب ُك ِّل
َ الْ َق َمَرِيُْبليَانِ ُك َّل
Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, from Al Nowfaly, from Al Sakuny,

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullahasws, from hisasws forefathersasws having said:
‘Rasool-Allahsaww said: ‘O you people! You are in a house of truce, and you are upon the back
of a journey and the travel is quick with you, and you have seen the night and the day, and
the sun and the moon turning every new (thing) into old, and every remote (thing) to be
close by, and every promised (thing) has come up, therefore prepare the ship (of life) for the
long passageway’.

ِ
ِ ِاْل
ِ َ الِياِرس
ِ
ِت ِ َك ِقطَ ِعِاللَّْي ِل
َُِ ِعلَْي ُك ُمِالْ ِف
َ َاِد ُارِا َْلُْدنَِةِق
َ َق
ْ ِد ُارِبَََل ٍغ َِوِانْقطَ ٍاعِفَِإذَاِالْتَبَ َس
َ ال
َ ِم
َ ت
ْ ْ الِفَ َق َامِالْم ْق َد ُادِبْ ُن
َ ولِاللَّه َِو
ُ َ َ َ َس َودِفَ َق
ِ
ِ
ِ ِشافِع ِم َشفَّع ِو
ِ
ِ ِ ِ
ِِساقَهُِإِ َىل ِالنَّا ِر َِو
ٌ صد
َ ُِج َعلَه
َ ِم
َ ُِخ ْل َفه
َ ِم ْن
َ ِج َعلَهُِأ ََما َمهُِقَ َادهُِإ َىل ِا ْْلَنَّة َِو
َ ِم ْن
َ َّق َِو
ُ ِماح ٌل
َ َ ٌ ُ ٌ َ ُالْ ُمظْل ِم ِفَ َعلَْي ُك ْم ِبالْ ُق ْرآن ِفَإنَّه
ِ
ٍِ ِِسب
يل
َ يلِيَ ُد ُّل
َ َِعل
َ ىِخ ِْْي
ُ ُه َوِالدَّل
So Al-Miqdad Bin al-Aswadra arose and said, ‘O Rasool-Allahsaww! And what is the house of
truce?’ Hesaww said: ‘A house of communication and interruption. So when the strife
confuses upon you like the interruption of the dark night, so upon you is to be with the
Quran, for it is an interceder who would be interceded with, and an inviter who would be
ratified; and the one who makes it to be in front of him, it would Guide him to the Paradise,
and the one who makes it to be behind him, it would usher him into the Fire, and it is a
pointer upon the best way.

ِ
ِ ِ
ِ ِ
ِ َْ صيلِوِب يا ٌنِو
ِ ِ ِ َوِهو ِكِت
ِ ِ ِ صيلِوِهوِالْ َفصلِلَي
ِيق َِو
ٌ ْم َِوِبَاطنُهُِع ْل ٌمِظَاهُرهُِأَن
ٌ
ُ ُسِبا َْلَْزل َِوِلَهُِظَ ْهٌر َِوِبَطْ ٌنِفَظَاهُره
ٌ ِحك
َ ََ َ ٌ ابِفيهِتَ ْف
َُ َ
َ ْ ُ ْ َ ُ َ ٌ َِت
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ُِىِع َجائبُهُ َِو ََِِتُْب لَىِ َغَرائبُه
ُ ىُِنُومه
ُ َِعل
ُ ُيقِلَه
ُْ ََِ وم
َ ص
َ وم َِو
ٌ ِعم
َ ُبَاطنُه
ٌ ُُِن
ٌ ُُِن
َ َِت
And it is a Book wherein is detail, and explanation, and achievement, and it is the detail not
being with the amusement; and for it there is an apparent and a hidden (meaning). So it’s
apparent is wisdom, and its hidden is knowledge. Its apparent is profound, and its hidden is
11
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bottomless. There are luminaries for it, and upon its luminaries, are (more) luminaries.
Neither can its wonderments be counted nor do its marvels wear out.

ِِ
ِ ِاْلِكْم ِةِو
ِ
ٍ ِالص َفةَِفَ ْليجل
ِ فِ ِيهِم
ٍ َِعط
ِب
ِّ صَرهُ َِوِلْيُْبلِ ِغ
َ ِعَر
َ َ َ ْ ِمنَ ُار
َ ِالص َفةَِنَظََرهُِيَْن ُجِم ْن
َ ِعلَىِالْ َم ْع ِرفَةِل َم ْن
َ يل
َ َِجال ِِب
ََ
َ ُ ْ َ ِّ ف
َ ىِو
ُ صاب
َ يحِا َْلَُد
ٌ ِدل
ِ
ِِص ِو ِقِلَّة
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ُّ
ِ
ِ
ٍ
َ ِحيَاةُ ِقَ ْلب ِالْبَصْي ِ َك َماِميَْشيِالْ ُم ْستَن ُْي ِِِف ِالظُّلُ َمات ِبالِنُّوِر ِفَ َعلَْي ُك ْم ِحبُ ْس ِن ِالت
ْ ََّو ِيَتَ َُل
َ ص ِم ْن ِنَ َشب ِفَإ َّن ِالتَّ َفكَر
َ ِ َُُّّل
ِ ُّالت ََّرب
.ِص
Therein are lanterns of guidance, and minarets of wisdom, and it evidences upon the
recognition to the oneasws who understands the capacity, so it brightens the brightness of his
insight and lets his look reach the capacity. It rescues from the corruption and finishes off
from the entanglements, for the pondering is a revival of the heart of insight just as the
enlightened one walks in the darkness with the light. Therefore, it is upon you with the
excellent sincerity and without having second thoughts’.12

Amir-ul-Momineen Instructs to Argue with Ahadith and not Quran:
ِ ُ ََ ِوِمنِوصيةِلهِعِلعبدِاهللِبنِالعباسِ[أيضا]ِملاِبعثهِلَلحتجاجِعلىِاخلوارج
ِ اصمهمِ ِبِالْ ُقر
ٍِوِو ُجوه
ٌ َِّْح
َ آن ِفَِإ َّن ِالْ ُق ْرآ َن
ْ ْ ُ ْ َُِت
ُ ُالِ ِذ
ِ ِوِلَكِن...ِولِوِي ُقولُو َن
َِ َِي ُدواِعْنه
ِ ُّ ِاجج ِهمِب
ِ
اُِميصا
َ َ َ السنَّةِفَإِن َُّه ْمِلَ ْن
َ ْ َ
َ َ ُ تَ ُق
ْ ُ ْ ِح
(When Imam Aliasws sent Ibn Abbas for discussions with the Kharijites, he, peace be upon
him, gave him the following instructions) While arguing, never quote statements from the
Holy Qur'an because the passages of this Book require very careful consideration as they
could be paraphrased in various ways and their meanings could be construed differently.
Thus, you will adhere to your explanation and they will stick to their elucidation. Therefore,
argue with them in the light of the traditions of the Holy Prophet (s) and then they will find
no way to misrepresent truth.13

The people of Opinion Obscure the Divine Guidance:
ِ ِ
ِ
ِ ِ ُ َْح َدِب ِن
َِ َّال
ٍ ىِع ِنِاب ِنِفَض
ًِِْجيعا
ِّ ِالسْن ِد
ُ ِج ْع َف ِرِبْ ِنِبَ ِش ٍْي َِو
ِّ ِصالِ ِحِبْ ِن
َ َِي ََي
َْ ُِمَ َّم ُدِبْ ُن
َ ي
َ يم
ْ َ يس
ْ َ ْ ِع ْنِأ
َ ِع ْن
َ ِع ْن
َ ُِمَ َّمد ِِبْ ِنِع
َ َعل ُّيِبْ ُنِإبْ َراه
ِ َِسعت ِأَباِجع َف ٍِر ِ(ِعليهِالسَلمِ ِو ِهو
ِ َ َِْجيلَةَ ِعن ِخالِ ِد ِب ِن ِع َّما ٍر ِعن ِس ِدي ٍر ِق
ِ
َِّيُِث
ُ َخ َذ ِبِيَ ِد
َ َُ َ
ْ َ َ ُ ْ َ ال
َ ِج َِو ِأ
َ َِداخ ٌل َِو ِأَن
ٌ اِخار
َ ْ َ َ ْ َ ْ َ َ َع ْن ِأَِِب
ِ
ِ ِ الِياِس ِديرِإَِّمنَاِأ ُِمرِالنَّاسِأَ ْنِيَْتُو
ِ ِاْلَحجارِفَيطُوفُو
ِِه َوِقَ ِْو ُلِاللَّ ِه َِوِإِ ِِّن
ُ َِِا
ُ اِو
َ َ ُ َ
َ استَ ْقبَ َلِالْبَ ْي
ْ
َ َ َ ْ ْ اِهذه
َ َاِوََيَتَ ُه ْمِلَن
َ َاُِثَِّيََْتُونَاِفَيُ ْعل ُمون
ُ َ َ َ تِفَ َق
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِِص ْدرهِإ َىل َِوََيَتنَا
ُ َِاهت
ُ ًِعم َلِصاْلا
ْ َُِّث
َ ِآم َن َِو
َ دىُِثَِّأ َْوَمََِبيَدهِإ َىل
َ َّارِل َم ْن
ٌ لَغَف
َ ِتاب َِو
Ali Bin Ibrahim, from Salih Bin Al Sindy, from Ja’far Bin Bashir and Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Ahmad Bin
Muhammad Bin Isa, from Ibn Fazzal, altogether, from Abu Jameela, from Khalid Bin Ammar, from Sadeyr who
said,
12
13

Al Kafi V 2 – The Book Of Merits of the Quran CH 1 H 2
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‘I heard Abu Ja’farasws and heasws was entering and I was exiting, and heasws grabbed me by
my hand, then faced the House (Kabah), so heasws said: ‘Sadeyr! But rather, the people have
been Commanded that they should be coming to these rocks, so they should circle with
these, then they should come to usasws, and they should let usasws know of their Wilayah for
usasws, and these are the Words of Allahazwj [20:82] And I am Forgiving to him who repents
and believes and does righteous deeds, then follows the right Guidance’. Then heasws
gestured by hisasws hand to hisasws chest (and said): ‘To ourasws Wilayah’.

ِ
ِ ال ِي
ِ ُِثَِّنَظَر ِإِ َىل ِأَِِب
ِ َّ ِ
ِ َّ ك
ِِحلَ ٌق ِِِف ِالْ َم ْس ِج ِد
َِّ يك
ِّ ِس ْفيَا َن ِالث َّْوِر
َ ي ِِِف ِ َذل
َ اِسد ُير ِفََُ ِر
َ ين
ُ ِالزَمان َِو
َ ِه ْم
ُ ِحني َفةَ َِو
َ
َ َ َ َُُثَِّق
َ ِالص ِّاد
َ ُ ِع ْن ِدي ِن ِالله
ِ نيِإِ َّن
ِ ِ
ِ ِ ادو َن
ٍ ِ
ِ ِجلَسو
َِّاسِفَلَ ْم
َ اِِفِبُيُوِتِِ ْمِفَ َج
َ فَ َق
َّ ِه ُؤََ ِء
َ َِخاب
َ ُّ ِالص
َ ٍ ِِمب
ُ ِع ْنِدي ِنِاللَّهِبِ ََل
َ ال
َ ِه ُؤََ ِءِ ْاْل
ُ ِه ًدىِم َنِاللَّه َِو ََِ ِكتَاب
ُ الِالن
ُ َ ثِلَ ْو
ِِ
ِ
ِِع ْن
َ ِع ِنِاللَّ ِهِتَبَ َارَك َِوِتَ َع
َ ِع ِنِاللَّ ِهِتَبَ َارَك َِوِتَ َع
ُ ًَحدا
َ اىل َِو
َ ِح ََّّتِيََْتُونَاِفَِنُ ُِْ َربُه ْم
َ اىل َِو
َ ُِيِْ ُربُه ْم
َ ِِع ْن َِر ُسولهِ(ِصلىِاهللِعليهِوآله
َ ََي ُدواِأ
.ِ َِر ُسوِلِِهِ(ِصلىِاهللِعليهِوآله
Then heasws said: ‘O Sadeyr! Shall Iasws show you the blockers from the Religion of Allahasws?’
Then heasws looked towards Abu Haneefa and Sufyan Al-Sowry at that time, and they had a
circle (of people) in the Masjid, so heasws said: ‘They are the blockers from the Religion of
Allahazwj, without any Guidance from Allahazwj nor any evident Book. They are the malignant
ones. If they were to sit in their houses, so the people would go around, and they would not
find anyone who would be informing them about Allahazwj Blessed and High and about
Hisazwj Rasoolsaww until they would come to usasws. So weasws would inform them about
Allahazwj Blessed and High and about Hisazwj Rasoolsaww’.14

What Happens when one does Taffakur/Taddabar?
When one tries to contemplate and strives hard in the Holy Verses, some questions are
identified so to resolve those questions one strives to find the answers, initially starting
from Ahadith or a person directing him towards Ahadith, as Allah azwj Says:

ِح دثناِعبدِاهللِبنِجعفرِعنُِممدِبنِعيسىِعنُِممدِبنِسنانِعنِاَسعيلِبنِجابرِوعبدِالكرميِعنِعبدِاْلميدِبنِال ِالديلم
ِعنِال ِعبدِاهللِعليهِالسَلمِِفِقولِاهللِتعاىلِفاسالواِاهلِالذكرِان ِكنتمَِِتعلمونِقال ِكتابِاهللِالذكرِواهلهِآلُِممدِالذين
ِامر ِاهلل ِبساواَلم ِومل ِيؤمروا ِبسؤال ِاْلهال ِوَسى ِاهلل ِالقرآن ِذكرا ِفقال ِوانزلنا ِاليك ِالذكر ِلتبني ِللناس ِما ِنزل ِإليهم ِولعلهم
ِ ِ.يتفكرون
Narrated to us Abdullah Bin Ja’far, from Muhammad Bin Isa, from Muhammad Bin Sinan, from Ismail Bin Jaabir
and Abdul Kareem, from Abdul Hameed Bin Abu Al-Dalam who has reported the following:

Abu Abdullahasws regarding the Statement of Allahazwj the High [16:43] so ask the People of
the Reminder (Ahl Al-Zikr) if you do not know said: ‘The Book of Allahazwj is the Reminder,
and its Peopleasws are the Progenyasws of Muhammadsaww are the ones whom Allahazwj has
Commanded to ask themasws and did not Command to ask the ignorant ones, and Allah azwj
14
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has Called the Quran, the Reminder and Said: With And We Sent the Reminder to you in
order to clarify to the people what has been Sent to them, and perhaps they would be
thinking.15

ِ ُِم َّم ِدِب ِن ِأُورمةَِعن
ٍ ُ ُِم َّم ٍد ِعن ِمعلَّىِب ِن
ِ ال ِقُ ْل
ِ
ِِعْب ِد
ْ
َّ ِع ِّم ِِه ِ َعْب ِد
َ ت ِْلَِِب
َ ِع ْن
َ ِح َّسا َن
َ ْ َ َ َ ْ َُ ِع ْن
َ ُِمَ َّمد
ُ ْ اْلُ َس
ُ َ َِالر ْْحَ ِن ِبْ ِن ِ َكث ٍْي ِق
ْ َ ُ ْ َ َُ ني ِبْ ُن
َ ِعل ِّيِبْ ِن
ِّ ال
ِّ اللَّ ِهِ(ِعليهِالسَلمِ ِفَساَلُواِأ َْهل
َِِنْ ُنِأ َْهلُهُِالْ َم ْساُولُو َن
َ ُِمَ َّم ٌدِ(ِصلىِاهللِعليهِوآلهِ َِو
َ َِالذ ْك ِرِإِ ْنِ ُكْنتُ ْمَِِتَِ ْعلَ ُمو َنِق
ُ ِالذ ْكُر
ْ
َ
Al Husayn Bin Muhammad, from Moalla Bin Muhammad, from Muhammad Bin Awrama, from Ali Bin Hassan,
from his uncle Abdul Rahman Bin Kaseer who said,

‘I said to Abu Abdullahasws, ‘therefore ask the people of the Reminder if you don’t know
[16:43]. Heasws said: ‘Al-Zikr (The Reminder) is Muhammadsaww, and weasws are hissaww
people, the onesasws to be asked’.16

It is better to Pause than using Qayas (Analogy):
ِ ِ َّالِع ِنِاب ِنِب َك ٍْيِعنِْحزَةِب ِنِالطَّيَّا ِرِأَنَّهِعرضِعلَىِأَِِب
ٍ
ِ َِخط
ِبِأَبِ ِيه
ْ ِع ْنِأ
َ
َ َ ََ ُ
َ َْحَ َد
َ ُُمَ َّم ٌد
ُ ض
َ ِعِْبدِاللَّهِ(ِعليهِالسَلمِ ِبَ ْع
ْ ََْ ْ َ ْ ُ ْ َ ِع ِنِابْ ِنِفَض
ِ
ِ ِ الِأَِب
ِ ح ََّّتِإِ َذاِب لَ َغِمو
َََِِّّاَِِتَ ْعلَ ُمو َنِإ
َّ الِلَهُ ِ ُك
ُت
َ َضعاً ِِمْن َهاِق
َ يماِيَْن ِزُلِبِ ُك ْم ِِِم
ْ ِاس ُك
َ ُ َ َُِثَِّق
ْ ف َِو
َ
َْ َ
َ وِعْبدِاللَّهِ(ِعليهِالسَلمِ ََِِيَ َس ُع ُك ْمِف
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
َّ
ُِال ِالله
َِ َِيلُو
ُّ الْ َك
ْ ىِوِيُ َِعِّرفُوُك ْم ِفيه
َ َِاْلَ َّق ِق
َّ ت َِو
َْ صد َِو
َ َِيملُوُك ْم ِفيه
َْ ىِح ََّّت
َ ف
ْ ِعلَىِالْ َق
ُ ُِّعْنهُ َِو ِالتَّثَب
َ ِالرُّد ِإ َىل ِأَئ َّمة ِا َْلَُد
َ اِعْن ُك ْم ِفيه ِالْ َع َم
ِّ اىلِفَساَلُواِأ َْهل
.ِِالذ ْك ِرِإِ ْنِ ُكْنتُ ْمَِِتَ ْعلَ ُمو َن
ْ َ تَ َع
َ
Muhammad, from Ahmad, from Ibn Fazzal, from Ibn Bukeyr, from Hamza Bin Al Tayyar that,

‘He presented to Abu Abdullahasws some of the sermons of his father, until when he reached
a subject from it, heasws said to him: ‘Stop, and be silent’. Then Abu Abdullah asws said: ‘There
is no leeway for you regarding what comes to you from what you do not know except to
pause at that, and affirming, and referring it back to the Imamsasws of the Guidance, until
theyasws deliver to you the purpose (of it), and theyasws isolate from you the blindness in (that
where you are going), and theyasws make you recognise the truth in it. Allahazwj the Exalted
Said: therefore ask the people of the Reminder if you don’t know [16:43]’.17

ِِإنهَِِيسعكمِفيماِينزلِبكمِِماَِِتعملونِإَِالكفِعنه:ِعمنِحدثهِرفعهِإىلِأِبِعبدِاهللِعليهِالسَلمِقال،ِعنِأبيه،عنه
ِاِأهلِالذكرِإن
ِ
ِقِفاسالو:ِقالِاهللِعزوجل،والتثبتِفيهِوالردِإىلِأئمةِاملسلمنيِحَّتِيعرفوكمِفيهِاْلقِوَيملوكمِفيهِعلىِالقصد
.كنتمَِِتعلمونِق
From him, from his father, from the one who narrated it,

Abu Abdullahasws having said: ‘There is no leeway for you with regards to what descends by
you from what you do not know except for the restraint from it, and the verification
41ِ:ِص،1ِج،الدرجاتِِفِفضائلِآلُِممدِصلىِاهللِعليهم
ِ
ِبصائر, Chapter 19, Hadith 19.
Al Kafi V 1 – The Book Of Divine Authority CH 20 H 2 (Extract)
17
Al Kafi V 1 – The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 16 H 10
15
16
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regarding it, and the referring to the Imamsasws of the Muslims until you understand the
Truth regarding it, and it carries you upon the intended way. Allah azwj Mighty and Majestic
Says: therefore ask the people of the Reminder if you don’t know [16:43]’.18

The Taffakur (Deep Thinking):
It’s an extremely important and rare quality ‘contemplating’, which very few of us are able
to benefit from, Allahazwj has emphasized it in the Holy Quran, e.g.19,

ِِوِمن ِآيات
ِِخلَ َق ِلَ ُكم ِِمن ِأَنْ ُف ِس ُكم ِأ َْزواجاِلِتَس ُكنُواِإ
َ
ِِۚ ًْحَة
ِْ ِم َوَّدةً َِوَر
ه
ي
ل
ن
أ
ِ
ه
َ
ْ
َ
ْ
َ
َ اِو َج َع َل ِبَْي نَ ُك ْم
ً
َ ْ َ
ْ
َ
َ ْ
ْ
ْ
ِ َٰ
ٍ ك َِْلي
ِ
ِ (30:21)ِاتِلَِق ْوٍمِيَتَ َف َّكُرو َن
َ َ إ َّن ِِِفِ َذل
And one of His signs is that He created mates for you from yourselves that you may find
rest in them, and He put between you love and compassion; most surely there are signs in
this for a people who reflect. (30:21).

ِِْجعِاخلْي ِكلهِِفِثَلث:ِقالِأمْيِاملؤمننيِعليهِالسَلم:ِف ِكتابِاخلصالِعنِأل ِْحزةِالثماىلِعنِأل ِجعفرِعليهِالسَلمِقال
ِِوكل ِكَلمِليس،ِوكلِسكوتِليسِفيهِفكرِفهوِغفلة،ِو ِكلِنظرِليسِفيهِاعتبارِفهوِسهو،ِالنظرِوالسكوتِوالكَلم:خصال
.ِوبكىِعلىِخطياتهِوأمنِالناسِشره،ِوكَلمهِذكرا،ِوسكوتهِفكرا،ِفطول ِملنِكانِنظرهِعربا،فيهِذكرِفهوِلغو
In the Book Al-Khisaal, from Abu Hamza Al-Sumaly, who has said:

‘Abu Ja’farasws has said that ‘Amir-ul-Momineenasws said: ‘All good has been gathered in
three characteristics – The consideration, and the silence, and the speech. And every view in
which there is no consideration, so it is an oversight. And every silence, in which there is no
pondering, so it is negligence. And every speech in which there is no Remembrance, so it is
vain talk’.20

Advice of Amir-ul-Momineenasws on Taffakur:
ِ
ِ ِ
ِ
ِِ
ِ
ِ
ِك َِو
ُ ني ِعِيَ ُق
َ َِعْب ِد ِاللَّ ِه ِعِق
َّ ِع ِن
َ َول ِنَبِّ ْه ِبِالتَّ َف ُّك ِر ِقَ ْلب
َ ِع ْن ِأَِِب
َ ِِّالس ُك ِوِن
َ ِع ِن ِالن َّْوفَل ِّي
َ ِع ْن ِأَبِيه
َ يم
َ ال ِ َكا َن ِأَم ِْيُ ِالْ ُم ْؤمن
َ َعل ُّي ِبْ ُن ِإبْ َراه
ِ
ِك
َ َّك َِوِات َِّقِاللَّهَ َِرب
َ َِجنْب
َ َجاف
َ ِع ِنِاللَّْي ِل
Ali ibn Ibrahim has narrated from his father from al-Nawfali from al-Sakuni who has narrated the following
asws
from Abu Abd Allah
:

18

Al Mahaasin – V 1 Bk 5 H 103
There are several Verses, e.g., 2:219, 2:66, 3:191, 6:50,
20
Tafseer Noor Al Saqalayn – CH 88 H 25
19
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Amir-ul-Momineenasws has said, Awaken your heart by ‘Taffakur’ deep thinking. Keep your
side off the bed at night and be pious before your Lord, Allahazwj.21
In the Sermon of Amir-ul-Momineenasws (Khutba Al-Waseela), Amir-ul-Momineen says:

ِ
ِ ِاْله ِلِو ََِِو
ِ َ الِهوِأَعود ِِمنِالْع ْق ِلِو ََِِفَ ْقرِهوِأ
ِ أَيُّ َهاِالن
ََِِ ِع ْق َل ِ َكالتَّ ْدبِ ِْي َِو
َ اع
َ ََُِّص ِح َِو
ْ ِه َِوِأَبْلَ ُغِم َنِالن
ُظ
َ ََِ َُّاسِإنَّه
َ َ ْ َْ َشدُِّم َن
َ َ َ ُ َ ْ َ ُ َ ِم
َُ َ
ُ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ َشدُِّمنِالْ ُع ْج
ِالص ِْرب َِو
َِب َِو ََِ َِوَر
ِّ عِِ َكالْ َك
َّ ِع ِنِالْ َم َحا ِرم َِو ََِِحلْ َم ِ َك
َ ف
َ َِمظ
ُ ََِ عبَ َاد َة ِ َكالتَّ َف ُّك ِر َِو
َ َ اهَرةَِأ َْوثَ ُقِم َنِالْ ُم َش َاوَرة َِو ََِ َِو ْح َشةَِأ
ِِ الص ْم
ت
َّ
O you people! There is no wealth more valuable than the intellect, and no poverty which is
more intense than the ignorance, and no preacher which is more profound than the sound
advice, and no reasoning like the Taffakur (contemplation), and no worship like the
pondering, and no demonstration more reliable than the consultation, and no isolation
more severe than the self-conceit, nor piety like refraining from the Prohibitions, and no
forbearance like patience and silence.

ِ ِ
ِ وب
ِ
ِِ ِ
ِ
ِِاْلَ َذ ِر ِِم َن
ْ س ِإِ َىل
ْ َِت ِر
ُْ ِش َواه َد
َ ِ َُّاس ِإِ َّن ِل ْل ُقل
َ س
َ ِم ْد َر َجة ِأ َْه ِل ِالتَّ ْف ِريط َِو ِفطْنَةُ ِالْ َف ْه ِم ِل ْل َم َواعظ
َ ِع ْن
ُ أَيُّ َهاِالن
َ ِماِيَ ْد ُعوِالنَّ ْف
َ يِاْلَنِْ ُف
ِ ِ وب
ِ
ِ ِِ ف ِو
ِ ِ ول ِتَزجر ِو ِتَْن هىِو ِِِف ِالت
ًِاك ِأ ََدبا
ْ
َ ِالر َش ِاد َِو ِ َك َف
َّ ود ِإِ َىل
ُ ِاَ ْعتبَ ُار ِيَ ُق
َ ِ ُاخلَطَ ِر َِو ِللْ ُقل
ُ َّجا ِرب ِع ْل ٌم
َ
َ ٌ َِم ْستََْن
َ َ َ ُ ُ ْ ُ ىِو ِالْ ُع ُق
َ ِخ َواطَر ِل ْل َه َو
ِ ِ ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ ك
ِ ك ِِْل
ُِِاستَِ ْغ َىن ِبَِرأْيِِه َِو ِالت ََّدبُُّر ِقَ ْب َل ِالْ َع َم ِل ِفَِإنَّه
َ َخ
َ ِعلَْي
َ لنَ ْف ِس
َ َ َيك ِالْ ُم ْؤم ِن ِمثْ ُل ِالَّذيِل
َ ِماِتَكَْرُههُ ِلغَِْْي َك َِو
َ ِعلَْيه ِلَ َق ْد
ْ ِم ِن
َ ِخاطََر
َك
ِ ْ ِوِم ِنِاست ْقبلِوجوه
ِ َ ُي ؤِمن
ِض
ِ
ِ ْ فِمواقِع
ِ ِول
ُ ت َِرأْيَهُِالْعُ ُق
َ ِم ْنِأ َْم َس
ُْ
ُ ِع ِنِالْ ُف
ْ َِع َدل
َ ول
َ ك
َ ِاْل َراء
َ ُ ُ َ َ َ ْ َ َِ كِم َنِالن ََّدم
َ ِاخلَطَإ َِو
َ َ َ َ ِعَر
O you people! There are witnesses for the hearts which hold them back from being the
people of excesses, and there is insight for the understanding, which alerts the self and
caution it from the danger. And for the heart there are memories of desires, and the
intellect admonishes and prohibits from it. And in the experiences there is an appellant,
which is a reliable guide to the right way. It is sufficient for yourself what you would not like
it to happen to others, and it is upon you that the same should be for your believing
brother, and in it upon him, likewise. The one who considers his own opinion to be selfsufficing from him would endanger him, and the pondering before the deeds would keep
you safe from remorse. And the one who welcomes different opinions would understand
the places of mistakes. And the one who refrains from the useless matters his opinion would
balance the intellects (an extract).22

The Meanings of Taffakur:
ِ ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ٍ
ِ َ اِعْب ِدِاللَّ ِه
ِ ِع ْنِبَ ْع
َّ َّاسِأ
َِنِتَ َف ُّكَر
َِ َتِأَب
ْ ِع ِن
َ َِالصْي َق ِلِق
َّ ِاْلَ َس ِن
َ ِع ْنِأَبَان
َ َص َحابِه
َ ِع ْنِأَبِيه
َ يم
ُ ِْس َل
ْ ضِأ
َ ال
ُ ِعِع َّماِيَْرويِالن
َ َعل ُّيِبْ ُنِإبْ َراه
ِ ِ
ٍ
ٍ س
ِ
ِ ِ ولِأَين
ِ ُوكِماِبال
ِ ِ ْ ِالِميَُُّرِب
َِ ك ََِِتَتَ َكلَّ ِم
ني
َ َفِيَتَ َف َّكُرِق
َ تِ َكْي
َ َ
ُ ِخْي ٌرِم ْنِقِيَ ِامِلَْي لَةِقُ ْل
َ اعة
َ َ ُِساكنُوكِأَيْ َنِ بَان
َ َ ْ ُ اخلَِربَةِأ َْوِبالدَّا ِرِفَيَ ُق

21
22

Al-Kafi, Vol. 2, H. 1544
Al-Kafi, Vol. 8, H. 14452
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Once I asked Abu Abd Allahasws about what people’s narration, Taffakur (thinking) for ‘ِاع ٍة
َ ’س
َ
one moment is better than worshipping a whole night, How should they think? The
Imamasws said: They pass by the ruins of dwellings or a building and ask: ‘Where are your
inhabitants? Where are your builders? Why do you not speak?23

ٍ ِ ُِم َّم ِد ِب ِن
ِِ ِ ُِم َّم ِد ِب ِنِأَِِب ِنَص ٍر ِعن ِب ع
ِ ِ
ِض ُل
ِ ِِع ْن ِأ
َ ََِب ِ َعْب ِد ِاللَّ ِهِعِق
ْ ِع ْن ِأ
ْ اِع ْنِأ
َ ْال ِأَف
َ ض ِ ِر َجاله
َ ِخالد
َ ََص َحابِن
َْ ْ َ ْ
ْ ع َّدةٌِم ْن ِأ
َ ْ َُ َْحَ َد ِبْ ِن
ْ َُ َْحَ َد ِبْ ِن
الْعِبَ َادةِِإِ ْد َما ُنِالتَّ َف ُّك ِر ِِِفِاللَّ ِه َِو ِِِفِقُ ْد َرتِِِه
A number of our people have narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid from Ahmad ibn Muhammad
asws
ibn Abu Nasr from certain individuals of his people who has narrated the following from Abu Abd Allah :

Abu Abd Allahasws has said: The most virtuous form of worship is thinking about Allah azwj very
often and about Hisazwj Power.24

َِ ال
ِ ِ ُ َْح َدِب ِن
ِِالص ََلةِ َِو
ْ َتِأَب
ُ ضاِعِيَ ُق
َ َِخ ََّل ٍدِق
َّ سِالْعِبَ َادةُ ِ َكثْ َرَة
َ اِاْلَ َس ِنِا ِّلر
َ يس
َ َِي ََي
َْ ُُمَ َّم ُدِبْ ُن
ُ َِس ْع
َ ِم َع َّم ِرِبْ ِن
ْ َ ْ ِع ْنِأ
ُ ىِع ْن
َ ُِمَ َّمدِبْ ِنِع
َ ولِلَِْي
ِ َّ
ِ
ِ
ِج َِّل
َ الص ْومِإَِّمنَاِالْعبَ َادةُِالتَّ َف ُّكُر ِِِفِأ َْم ِرِاللَّه
َ ِعَّز َِو
Muhammad ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa from Muammar ibn Khallad who said:

I heard Abu AI-Hassan Al-Rezaasws saying: ‘A great deal of prayer and fasting only are not
(everything in) worship. Worship is only in thinking about the affairs of Allah azwj.25

ٍ َ اعيل ِب ِن ِسه ٍل ِعن
ِِ
ِ َ َال ِأَبوِعب ِد ِاللَّ ِه ِعِق
ِ ِ ُِم َّم ٍد
ِني ِصِإِ َّن
َِ َِع ْن ِ ِربْعِ ٍّي ِق
ْ ِع ْن ِأ
َ ِْحَّاد
َ َُ َْحَ َد ِبْ ِن
َ َِي ََي
َْ ُُمَ َّم ُد ِبْ ُن
َ ال ِأَمْيُ ِالْ ُم ْؤمن
َْ ُ َ َال ِق
ْ َ ْ َ ْ َ َِع ْن ِإ َْس
ِالتَّ َف ُّكَرِيَ ْد ُعوِإِ َىلِالِْربِّ َِوِالْ َع َم ِلِبِِه
Muhammad ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad from lsmail ibn Sahl from Hammad from Ribi
who has said:

Abu Abd Allahasws has said that Amir-ul-Momineenasws has said: ‘Thinking leads to virtue and
to acting virtuously.26

َِِتذكرِاهللِسبحانهِساهياِوَِِتنسهَِهياِوِاذكرهِ[ذكرا] ِكامَلِيوافقِفيهِقلبكِلسانكِوِيطابقِإضماركِإعَلنكِوِلنِتذكره
حقيقةِالذكرِحَّتِتنسىِنفسكِِفِذكركِوِتفقدهاِِفِأمرك
Neither do ‘Zikr’27 of Allahazwj in drowsiness nor forget to mention Him when involved in
‘Lahu Lahab’ (un-Islamic pleasures), but mention Himazwj with full concentration so that your
heart supports what you utter from your tongue, your internal feelings are reflected by your

Al-Kafi, Vol. 2, H. 1545
55ِ:ِِص2ِ:ِالكاِفِج
Al-Kafi, Vol. 2, H. 1546
25
Al-Kafi, Vol. 2, H. 1547
26
Al-Kafi, Vol. 2, H. 1548
27
azwj
azwj
azwj
Mention Allah , His Names, His Attributes, etc.
23
24
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gestures. You can never do justice to Hisazwj ‘Zikr’ until you forget about yourself and lose
yourself in Hisazwj Remembrance’.28

ِ ِ ِول ِِِف ِكِتابِِه ِإِ َّن ِِِف ِذل
ِ ي
ِْ ال ِو ِلَ َق ْد ِآتَيناِلُْقما َن
ِال
َ َْمةَِق
ُ اىل ِيَ ُق
َ اِه َش ُام ِإِ َّن ِاللَّهَ ِتَ َع
َ
َ
َ ب ِيَ ْع ِين
ْ
َ
ٌ ك ِلَذ ْكرىِ ِل َم ْن ِكا َن ِلَهُِقَ ْل
َ ِاْلك
َ َ َِع ْق ٌل َِو ِق
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
َّ ِ
ِاِحبٌر
ْ س ِلَ َد
َ َالْ َف ْه َم َِو ِالْ َع ْق َل ِيَاِه َش ُام ِإ َّن ِلُْق َما َن ِق
َ ال َِبْنه ِتَ َو
ََّ ُىِاْلَ ِّق ِيَس ٌْي ِيَاِب
َْ َين ِإ َّن ِالدُّنْي
َ ِّاض ْع ِلِْل َح ِّق ِتَ ُك ْن ِأ َْع َق َل ِالنَّاس َِو ِإن ِالْ َكي
ِ ع ِميقِقَ ْدِ َغ ِر َقِفِيهاِعا َمل ِ َكثِْيِفَلْت ُكنِس ِفينت
ِ
ِ َّ
ِْ ِح ْشوَه
ِِدلِيلُ َهاِالْعِلْ َم َِو
َ َُ َ ْ َ ٌ ٌ َ َ
َ اع َِهاِالت ََّوُّك َل َِوِقَِيِّ ُم َهاِالْ َع ْق َل َِو
ُ اِاْلميَا َن َِوِشَر
ٌ َ
ُ َ كِف َيهاِتَ ْق َوىِالله َِو
ٍ
ٍ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ ِشيِء
ِِم ِطيَّةُِالْ َع ْق ِل
َّ يل ِالتَّ َف ُّك ِر
َّ ُس َّكانُ َه
َ اِالصْب َر ِيَاِه َش ُام ِإِ َّن ِل ُك ِّل
َ يل ِالْ َع ْق ِل ِالتَّ َف ُّكُر َِو
َ ِدل ًيَل َِو
َ ِش ْيِء
ُ ِالص ْم
َ ِمطيَّةً َِو
َ ْ َ ت َِو ِل ُك ِّل
ُ ِدل
ُ ِدل
ِ التَّواضعِوِ َك َفىِبِكِجه ًَلِأَ ْنِتَرَكب
ُِِعْنه
َ ت
َ ِماِ ُهنْي
َْ َ
َ َ ْ
َ ُُ َ
(Amir-ul-Momineenasws said) ‘O Hisham, Allahazwj says in His book, ‘This is a reminder for the
ones who understand, listen, and see.’ (50:37) it means ‘Aql’29. ‘‘‘We gave wisdom to
Luqman (31:12),’ means: Allahazwj gave Luqman Intelligence and understanding.
‘O Hisham, Luqman said to his son: ‘Revere the Truth; you will be the most intelligent
among men. Cleverness in the presence of Intelligence has a very small value. My son, the
world is a very deep ocean in which many people have drowned. You must take piety before
azwj
Allahazwj as a ship, faith as supplies therein, ‘َِّوُّك َل
َ ‘( ’التTawakkal’-trust) in Allah as the sails,
intelligence as captain, knowledge as guide and patience as passengers’.

‘O Hisham, for everything there is a guide. The guide for Intelligence is the ‘Taffakur’ deep
thinking. The guide for thinking is silence. For everything there is a means of mobility. The
means of mobility for Intelligence is humble attitude. To disobey a prohibition (of Allahazwj)
is enough proof of one’s ignorance’.30

ِ
ِ ص ِْيِ َكماِميَْ ِشيِالْم
ِ
ِ بِالْب
ِ اش
ِ ُّص َِوِقِلَّ ِةِالت ََّرب
ِ َُُّّل
.ِص
ُ ال َِوِ َكا َنِيَ ُق
َ َق
َ يِِفِالظُّلُ َماتِبِالنُّوِرِحبُ ْس ِنِالت
َ ِ ِحيَاةُِقَ ْل
َ ولِالتَّ َف ُّكُر
َ
َ
Heasws said: ‘And heasws (Amir Al-Momineenasws) was saying: ‘The pondering is a revival for
the discerning heart, just as the walker walks in the darkness with the light with good
organisation and little stalling’.31

ٍ ِ اعيل ِب ِن ِِمهرا َن ِعن ِأَِِب
ِ
ِ ِ ُِم َّم ٍد ِالْب رقِي
ِ ِ
ِِعْب ِد ِاللَّ ِه ِ(ِعليه
ْ ِع ِن
ْ اِع ْن ِأ
َ ِع ْن ِأَِِب
َ ِب
َ ِسعيد ِالْ َق َّماط
َ ِّ ْ َ َُ َْحَ َد ِبْ ِن
َ ََص َحابِن
ِّ َِِاْلَل
ْ ع َّدةٌ ِم ْن ِأ
َ
ْ َ َ ْ ْ َ ِ َِع ْن ِإ َْس
ِ
ِِ
ِ ِ ِ ِ ََِ ِأ
ِِ
ِ َ َال ِق
َِّاس ِِم ْن َِر ْْحَِة ِاللَّ ِه َِو ِ َملِْيُ ْؤِمْن ُه ْم
َ َالسَلمِ ِق
ْ َ ني ِ(ِعليهِالسَلمِ ِأ
َ ال ِأَمْيُ ِالْ ُم ْؤمن
َ ِح ِّق ِالْ َفقيه
َ ُخ ُربُك ْم ِبالْ َفقيه
َ ِم ْن ِ َملِْيُ َقِنِّط ِالن
ِ ِ ابِاللَّ ِهِوِ َملِي ر ِّخصِ ََلم ِِِف
ِ
ِ
ِ ِع َذ
ِِِعْنهُِإِ َىلِ َغ ِْْيِه
َ ًِم َعاصيِاللَّه َِوِ َملِْيَْت ُركِالْ ُق ْرآ َن َِر ْغبَة
َ م ْن
َ ْ ُ ْ َُ ْ َ
A number of our companions, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Al Barqy, from Ismail Bin Mihran, from Abu Saeed
Al Qammat, from Al Halby,

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullahasws having said: ‘Amir Al-Momineenasws said: ‘Shall
Iasws inform you all with the understanding one who is truly an understanding one? (It is) the
ِِِِأمهيةِالذكرِوِبعضِآثاره188ِِِِِِِِِِغرراْلكم
The property through which Allah and His Divine representatives are recognised (Hadith).
30
Al-Kafi, Vol. 1, H. 12, 10 :ِِِص.....ِِِِِكتابِالعقلِوِاْلهل
ِ 15ِِِِِ1ِِِِِالكاِف
31
Al Kafi V 1 – The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 1 H 34
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one who does not despair the people from the Mercy of Allahazwj, and does not liberate
them from the Punishment of Allahazwj, and does not permit for them to be in the
disobedience of Allahazwj, and does not neglect the Quran, turning away from it to
something else.

ِ ِع ْل ٍمِِلَيسِفِ ِيهِتَ َف ُّهمِأَََ ََِِخي ر ِِِفِقِراءةٍِلَي
ٍ ِ ِ
ِ أَََ ََِِخي ر ِِِف
ِسِفِ َيهاِتَ َِف ُّكٌر
َ ََِ َََسِف َيهاِتَ َدبٌُّرِأ
ٌ
ََْ
َ ِخْي َرِِفِعبَ َادةِلَْي
َ ْ َ َ ََْ
َ ْ
Indeed! There is no goodness in a knowledge wherein there is no understanding. Indeed!
There is no goodness in the recitation (of the Quran) wherein there is no pondering. Indeed!
There is no goodness in a worship there being no thinking in it’.

ِ و ِِِفِ ِرواي ٍةِأُخرىِأَََ ََِِخي ر ِِِفِعِ ْل ٍمِلَيسِفِ ِيهِتَ َف ُّهمِأَََ ََِِخي ر ِِِفِقِراءةٍِلَيسِفِيهاِتَ َِدبُّرِِأَََ ََِِخي ر ِِِف
ََِِ َََِعبَ َادةٍ ََِِفِ ْقهَِفِ َيهاِأ
ٌ َ َ ْ َ َ ََْ
ٌ
ََْ
ََْ
َْ َ َ َ
َ ْ
ٍ
.ِعِفِ ِيه
َ َخْي َر ِِِفِنُ ُسك ََِ َِوَر
And in another report, (Heasws said): ‘Indeed! There is no goodness in a knowledge wherein
there is no understanding. Indeed! There is no goodness in a recitation (of the Quran)
wherein there is no pondering. Indeed! There is no goodness in a worship there being no
thinking in it. There is no goodness in a ritual, there being no piety in it’.32

Limitation of Taffakur:
ِ
ِ ُِم َّم ِدِب ِن
ِ ِ ْ ُِم َّم ِدِب ِنِعب ِد
ٍ ِ َْحدِب ِنِ ُُم َّم ِدِب ِن
ِ ِ
ِ(ِِج ْع َف ٍر
َ ِم ْسل ٍم
َ ِع ِنِالْ َع ََلءِبْ ِن َِرِزي ٍن
َ ِاْلَميد
َ ِخالد
َ ََص َحابِن
ْ ع َّدةٌِم ْنِأ
َ ْ َ ْ َ َ ْ اِع ْنِأ
َْ ْ َُ ِع ْن
َ ِع ْنِِأَِِب
ُ ْ َُ ِع ْن
ِ الِإِيَّا ُكمِوِالتَّ َف ُّكر ِِِفِاللَّ ِهِوِلَكِنِإِذَاِأَرْد ُُتِأَ ْنِتَْنظُرواِإِ َىلِعظَمِتِ ِهِفَانْظُرواِإِ َىل
.ِِخ ْل ِق ِه
َ َعليهِالسَلمِ ِق
ْ َ ْ َ
َ
َ ِعظي ِم
َ َ
َْ
ُ
ُ
َ
A number of our companions, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Khalid, from Muhammad Bin Abdul Hameed,
from Al A’ala Bin Razeyn, from Muhammad Bin Muslim,

(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’farasws having said: ‘Beware of the pondering regarding
Allahazwj. But whenever you intend to look into Hisazwj Magnificence, so look into the
Magnificence of Hisazwj creation’.33

ِِ
ِ َّ ِْجيعاًِرفَعاهِإِ َىلِأَِِبِعب ِدِاللَّ ِهِ(ِعليهِالسَلمِ ِأ
ِ ِ ُُم َّم ُدِبنِأَِِب
ِ َ ُِم َّم ُدِبن
ِض
ْ ُ ْ َُ ِعْبدِاللَّه َِو
َ ُْ َ
َ َنِأَم َْيِالْ ُم ْؤمن
َ ِاستَ ْن َه
ْ ِنيِ(ِعليهِالسَلم
َْ
ُ َ َ َ َِي ََي
ِ ِاْلم ُد ِلِلَِِّه ِالْو
ِِ
ِ النَّاس ِِِف
ِيَِ ِِم ْن
ْ اح ِد
َ ِخ ِطيباًِفَ َق
َ ِالص َم ِد ِالْ ُمتَ َفِّرِد ِالَّ ِذ
َّ َح ِد
َ َّاس ِقَ َام
َ ِاْل
ْ َْ ال
َ ِم َعا ِويَةَ ِِِف ِالْ َمَّرةِ ِالثَّانيَة ِفَلَ َّم
ُ ِح ْرب
َ َ
َ
ُ اِح َش َد ِالن
ِ
ٍ
ٍ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ ُِاْلَ ْشيَاءُِمْنِه
ْ ِاْلَ ْشيَاء َِوِبَانَت
ْ ِماِ َكا َنِقُ ْد َرةٌِبَا َنَِِاِم َن
َ َش ْيِءِ َكا َن َِو ََِِم ْن
َ ِش ْيِء
َ ِخلَ َق
Muhammad Bin Abu Abdullah and Muhammad Bin Yahya altogether,

(It has been narrated) raising it to Abu Abdullahasws that Amir Al-Momineenasws mobilised the
people regarding battling against Mawiya for the second time. So when the people
assembled, heasws stood to address, and heasws said: ‘The Praise is for Allahazwj the One, the
32
33

Al Kafi V 1 – The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 5 H 3
azwj
Al Kafi V 1 – The Book Of Tawheed (Oneness of Allah ) CH 8 H 7
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First, the Samad, the Individual Who was neither from a thing nor created from a thing.
Heazwj Created what was Determined distinct from the things, and the things are distinct
from Himazwj.

ِ ِ َملِي عزبِعْنهِخ ِفيَّاتِ ُغي
ِ ُّ ِاْلَر ِضني
ِ َّ اِِف
ِ
ِ
ِ ِم
ِِش ْيِ ٍء
َ ِالس ْفلَىِل ُك ِّل
َ َ ْ ِالس َم َاواتِالْ ُعلَىِإِ َىل
ُ وبِا َْلََواء َِو ََِِ َغ َوام
َ ََِ ىِو
َ ِمكْنُونِظُلَ ِمِالد
َض
ُ ُ َ ُ َ ْ ُْ َ ْ
َ ُّج
ِ ٌ ِِمْن هاِحاف
ِ ط ِِِبَاِأَحا َط ِِمْن هاِالْو
ُِ ِشيِ ٍء ِِمْن هاِبِ َشيِ ٍء
ِوف
ْ اح ُد
ٌ ُِمي
َ ِالص َم ُد ِالَّ ِذ
َّ َح ُد
ُ ط َِو ِالْ ُم ِحي
ُ ِصُِر
ُ ُيَِ ِيُغَيِّ ُره
َ ِاْل
َ
َ َ
ٌ ظ َِو َِرق
َ َ
ْ َ ْ َ يب َِو ِ ُك ُّل
ٍ
ِ
ِ
ِ
َّ
ٍ
ِ
ِ
ٍ
ٍ
َّ
ِصب َِو ِ ُك ُِّل
َ َِش ْيِء ِ َكا َن ِإمنَاِق
َ ال ِل َم
َ ِصْن ُع
َ اِشاءَ ِ ُك ْن ِفَ َكا َن ِابْتَ َد
َ ِم
َ َِسبَ َق َِو ََِ ِتَ َعب َِو ََِ ِن
ُ ُْاْل َْزَمان َِو ََِ ِيَتَ َكَ ُده
َ اِخلَ َق ِب ََل ِمثَال
َع
ٍ صانِ ِعِشيِ ٍءِفَ ِمنِشيِ ٍءِصنعِوِاللَّه ََِ ِِمن
ِِماِ َخلَ َق
َ ْ ُ َ َ ََ ْ َ ْ ْ َ َ
َ ِش ْيِء
َ ِصنَ َع
They do not escape from Himazwj, the unseen secrets of the atmosphere, nor the inner-most
mysteries of the dark obscurities, nor whatever is in the high skies to the lowest firmaments.
For everything from these is a Preserves and a Guard, and from everything from these is
encompassed by a thing. And the encompassed is with what it has been encompassed with
by the One, the First, the Samad, Whom the times do not change, nor did the Making of
things overburden Himazwj. But rather Heazwj Said to whatever Heazwj so Desired: “Be!”, so it
came into being. Heazwj Initiated what Heazwj Created without a preceding example, nor
exhaustion, nor toil. And every maker makes something, so it is from something that he
makes, and Allahazwj Makes a thing, not from a thing.

ِ ِِباِخلَقِا ْكت َف
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِاِعلِ َم
َ فَ ُسْب َحا َنِالَّ ِذ
ُ ُيَِِيَا
َ ِم
َ َ َ َ َِ ٍِع ْج ٍز َِو ََِِم ْنِفَ ْت َرة
َ َِو ََِِم ْن
َ اِخلَ َق َِو
َ ِم
َ ُوده
َ ِخلَ َق
َ ىِعل َم
َ َِو ََِِتَ ْدب ُْي
َ ِخ ْل ُق
َ ِماِبََرأ
َ ِماِابْتَ َدأ
ِ ِ ثِأَصابِماِخلَقِو ََِِشب ه ٍةِدخلَت
ٍ ِ ِع ْل ٍم
ِ ُِيْلُقِلَكِنِقَضاءِمب رمِو
ِ ََِبِالتَّ ْف ِك ِْي ِِِف
ِِمْت َق ٌن
ُْ ِعلْ ٌم
َ ْ َ َ َ ْ ُ َ َ َ َ َ َ ِحاد
ُ ُِم َك ٌم َِوِأ َْمٌر
َ
َ ٌ َ ْ ُ ٌ َ ْ ْ َ ْيماِ َمل
َ ِعلَْيهِف
So, Glorious is the Oneazwj Whom did not Tire, the Creation of what Heazwj Began, nor the
Management what Heazwj Created, nor from frustration, nor from an interval. Heazwj Suffices
with whatever Heazwj Created, Knows what Heazwj Created and Creates what Heazwj Knows,
not by the pondering regarding the newly occurred knowledge of what He azwj Created, nor
does doubt enter upon Himazwj with regards to what Heazwj did not Create. But, (it is) an
unchanging Judgment, and Wise Knowledge, and a Convincing Command (an extract).34

Taffakur is like a Light in the Darkness:
ِ
ِ ِ
ِ
ِ ِ ِالس ُك ِوِنِِّعنِأَِِب
ِ
ِولِاللَّ ِهِ(ِصلىِاهلل
ُ ال َِر ُس
َ َالِق
َ َِع ْنِآبَائِِهِ(ِعليهمِالسَلمِ ِق
َّ ِع ِن
َ ِعْبدِاللَّه
َ َْ
َ ِع ِنِالن َّْوفَل ِّي
َ ِع ْنِأَبِيه
َ يم
َ َعل ُّيِبْ ُنِإبْ َراه
ٍ عليهِوآلهِ ِأَيُّهاِالنَّاس ِإِنَّ ُكم ِِِف ِدا ِر
ِ َّ ِعلَىِظَ ْه ِر ِس َف ٍر ِو
ِس َِو
َ ِه ْدنَة َِو ِأَنْتُ ْم
ُ َ ْ ُ
ٌ ِس ِر
َ يع َِو ِقَ ِْد َِرأَيْتُ ُم ِاللَّْي َل َِو ِالن
َ
ْ َّه َار َِو ِالش
َ ِالسْي ُر ِب ُك ْم
َ َ
َ َّم
ِ
ِ
ٍ
ٍ
ٍ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ ِ
ِ
ِ اِاْلَ َه َازِلبُِ ْعدِالْ َم َجا ِز
ْ ِم ْو ُعودِفَََع ُّدو
َ ِجديد َِوِيُ َقِّربَانِ ُك َّلِبَعيد َِوِيََْتيَانِب ُك ِّل
َ الْ َق َمَرِيُْبليَانِ ُك َّل
Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, from Al Nowfaly, from Al Sakuny,

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullahasws, from hisasws forefathersasws having said:
‘Rasool-Allahsaww said: ‘O you people! You are in a house of truce, and you are upon the back
of a journey and the travel is quick with you, and you have seen the night and the day, and
34
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the sun and the moon turning every new (thing) into old, and every remote (thing) to be
close by, and every promised (thing) has come up, therefore prepare the ship (of life) for the
long passageway’.

ِ
ِ
ِ ِاْل
ِ َ الِياِرس
ِ
ِت ِ َك ِقطَ ِعِاللَّْي ِل
َ َاِد ُارِا َْلُْدنَِةِق
َ َق
ْ ِد ُارِبَََل ٍغ َِوِانْقطَ ٍاعِفَِإ َذاِالْتَبَ َس
َ ال
َ ِم
َ ت
َُ ِعلَْي ُك ُمِالْف
ْ ْ الِفَ َق َامِالْم ْق َد ُادِبْ ُن
َ ولِالِلَّه َِو
ُ َ َ َ َس َودِفَ َق
ِ
ِ َِ َِّق ِو ِمن ِجعلَه ِأَمامه ِقَاده ِإ
ِ ِشافِع ِم َشفَّع ِو
ِ ِ ِ
ِِساقَهُِإِ َىل ِالنَّا ِر َِو
َ ُِج َعلَه
ُ َ ُ َ َ ُ َ َ ْ َ َ ٌ صد
َ ِم
َ ُِخ ْل َفه
َ ِم ْن
َ ىل ِا ْْلَِنَّة َِو
ُ ِماح ٌل
َ َ ٌ ُ ٌ َ ُالْ ُمظْل ِم ِفَ َعلَْي ُك ْم ِبالْ ُق ْرآن ِفَإنَّه
ِ
ٍِ ِِسب
يل
َ يلِيَ ُد ُّل
َ َِعل
َ ىِخ ِْْي
ُ ُه َوِالدَّل
So Al-Miqdad Bin al-Aswadra arose and said, ‘O Rasool-Allahsaww! And what is the house of
truce?’ Hesaww said: ‘A house of communication and interruption. So when the strife
confuses upon you like the interruption of the dark night, so upon you is to be with the
Quran, for it is an interceder who would be interceded with, and an inviter who would be
ratified; and the one who makes it to be in front of him, it would Guide him to the Paradise,
and the one who makes it to be behind him, it would usher him into the Fire, and it is a
pointer upon the best way.

ِ
ِ ِ
ِ ِ
ِ َْ صيلِوِب يا ٌنِو
ِ ِ ِ َوِهو ِكِت
ِ ِ صيلِوِهوِالْ َفصلِلَي
ِيق َِو
ٌ ْم َِوِبَاطنُهُِع ْل ٌمِظَاهُرهُِأَن
ٌ
ُ ُسِبا َْلَْزل َِوِلَهُِظَ ِْهٌر َِوِبَطْ ٌنِفَظَاهُره
ٌ ِحك
َ ََ َ ٌ ابِفيهِتَ ْف
َُ َ
َ ْ ُ ْ َ ُ َ ٌ َِت
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ُِىِع َجائبُهُ َِو ََِِتُْب لَىِ َغَرائبُه
ُ ىُِنُومه
ُ َِعل
ُ ُيقِلَه
ُْ ََِ وم
َ ص
َ وم َِو
ٌ ِعم
َ ُبَاطنُه
ٌ ُُِن
ٌ ُُِن
َ َِت
And it is a Book wherein is detail, and explanation, and achievement, and it is the detail not
being with the amusement; and for it there is an apparent and a hidden (meaning). So it’s
apparent is wisdom, and its hidden is knowledge. Its apparent is profound, and its hidden is
bottomless. There are luminaries for it, and upon its luminaries, are (more) luminaries.
Neither can its wonderments be counted nor do its marvels wear out.

ِِ
ِ ِاْلِكْم ِةِو
ِ
ِ فِ ِيهِم
ٍ َِعط
ِب
ِِّ صَرهُ َِوِلْيُْبلِ ِغ
َِ َِج ٍالِب
ِّ ف
َ ِعَر
َ َ َ ْ ِمنَ ُار
َ ِالص َفةَِنَظََرهُِيَْن ُجِم ْن
َ ِعلَىِالْ َم ْع ِرفَةِل َم ْن
َ يل
ََ
َ ِالص َفةَِفَ ْليَ ْج ُل
َ ىِو
ُ صاب
َ يحِا َْلَُد
ٌ ِدل
ِ
ِِص ِو ِقِلَّة
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ُّ
ِ
ِ
ٍ
ِ
ِ
ُّ
ُّ
َّ
ِ
َ ِحيَاةُ ِقَ ْلب ِالْبَصْي ِ َك َماِميَْشيِالْ ُم ْستَن ُْي ِِف ِالظلُ َمات ِبالِنُّور ِفَ َعلَْي ُك ْم ِحبُ ْس ِن ِالت
ْ َو ِيَتَ َُل
َ ص ِم ْن ِنَ َشب ِفَإ َّن ِالتَّ َفكَر
َ َُّل
ِ ُّالت ََّرب
.ِص
Therein are lanterns of guidance, and minarets of wisdom, and it evidences upon the
recognition to the oneasws who understands the capacity, so it brightens the brightness of his
insight and lets his look reach the capacity. It rescues from the corruption and finishes off
from the entanglements, for the pondering is a revival of the heart of insight just as the
enlightened one walks in the darkness with the light. Therefore, it is upon you with the
excellent sincerity and without having second thoughts’.35

ٍ
ٍ ُ َْحد ِب ِن
ِِه َذا
َ َِعْب ِد ِاللَّ ِه ِ(ِعليهِالسَلمِ ِق
ْ ُِمَ َّم ِد ِبْ ِنِأ
ُ ِع ْن
َ ِع ْنِأَِِب
َ ِع ْن ِطَْل َحةَِبْ ِن َِزيْد
َ َِي ََي
َْ َْحَ َد ِبْ ِن
َ ُِمَ َّمد
َ َِي ََي
َْ ُُمَ َّم ُد ِبْ ُن
َ ال ِإِ َّن
ْ َ َ ْ ِع ْن ِأ
ِ ِّ ِالْقرآ َن ِفِ ِيه ِمنار ِا َْلدىِو ِمصابِيح ِالدُّجىِفَ ْليجل ِج ٍال ِبصره ِو ِي ْفتح ِل
ِ ب ِالْب
ِ
ِص ِْي ِ َك َماِميَْ ِشي
َ ِ ِحيَاةُ ِقَ ْل
َ لضيَاء ِنَظََرهُ ِفَإ َّن ِالتَّ َف ُّكَر
ُ َ َ َ َُ َ َ َ ُ ْ َ َ ُ َ َ َ َُ ُ َ َ
ُْ
ِ الْمستنِْي ِِِفِالظُّلُم
.ِاتِبِالنُّوِر
َ
ُ َْ ُ

35
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Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Muhammad Bin Ahmad Bin Yahya, from Talha Bin
Zayd,

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullahasws having said: ‘This Quran, in it are minarets of
guidance, and lanterns for the darkness. So let him brighten the brightness of his vision and
ِ ’قَ ْل
open his vision for the illumination, for the pondering is a revival for the insight of ‘ِب
(wisdom sometimes also translated as the heart) just as the enlightened one would walk in
ِ  ِ’ِفِالظُّلُمthe darkness with the light’.36
‘ِاتِبِالنُّوِر
َ

Pondering of Amir-ul-Momineenasws:
ِ ُ ال ِح َّدثَِين ِمْن ِذر ِبن
ٍ ِ ُِم َّم ِد ِب ِن
ِ
ِ ِ ُِم َّم ٍد ِعن
ِِد ُاوَد
ِّ ِالسْن ِد
ِّ صوِر ِبْ ِن
َ ِع ْن ِأَِِب
َ ي
َ وس
َ ْ َ َُ َعل ُّي ِبْ ُن
َ ْ َُ ِعْبد ِاللَّه ِبْ ِن
ُ ِمْن
َ ِع ْن
َ َ َِخ ِالد ِق
ُْ ُ ُ
َ ُُِمَ َّمد ِبْ ِن ِقَاب
ِِ
ِ ْ ِاْله ِين ِع ِن
ِِ
ِ ال ِِأَتَي
ٍ
ٍ ِ ون ِعن
ِني ِ(ِعليه
ْ ِع ِن
َ ِاْلَا ِرث ِبْ ِن ِالْ ُمغ َْية
َ ِّ َ ُْ ِمالك
َ الْ ُم ْس ََِت ِّق
َ ت ِأَم َْي ِالْ ُم ْؤمن
ُ ْ َ ََصبَ ِغ ِِبْ ِن ِنُبَاتَةَ ِق
ْ ِاْل
َ ْ َ ِمْي ُم
َ ِع ْن ِثَ ْعلَبَةَ ِبْ ِن
ِِ
ِ
ِ ِم
ِ ِاْل َْر
ِ ِاْل َْر
ِكِفِ َيها
ْ ت ِِِف
ْ ت ِِِف
َ َِر ْغبَةً ِِمْن
َ تِيَاِأَم َْيِالْ ُم ْؤمن
ُ ِمتَ َف ِّكراًِتَِْن ُك
ُ ضِفَ ُق ْل
ُ ِمتَ َف ِّكراًِيَْن ُك
ُ اِِلِأ ََر َاك
َ ني
ُ ُالسَلمِ ِفَ َو َج ْدتُه
َ ض ِأ
Ali Bin Muhammad, from Abdullah Bin Muhammad Bin Khalid who said, ‘Munzir Bin Muhammad Bin Qabous
narrated to me, from Mansour Bin Al Sindy, from Abu Dawood Al Mustariq, from Sa’alba Bin Maymoun, from
Malik Al Juhny, from Al Haris Bin Al Mugheira, from Al Asbagh Bin Nubata who said,

‘I went over to Amir Al-Momineenasws, and I found himasws pondering, making markings in
the ground. So I said, ‘O Amir Al Momineenasws! What is the matter I see youasws pondering,
making markings in the ground? Is there a desire from youasws with regards to it?’

ِ ود ِي ُكو ُن ِِمن ِظَهِِريِا ْْل ِادي ِعشر ِِمن
ٍ ط ِو ِلَكِ ِّين ِفَ َّكرت ِِِف
ِ ال ََِ ِو ِاللَّ ِه ِماِرغِب
ِ
ِيِه َو
ُ ِولْد
ْ ْ
َُْ َ
َ ُِم ْول
َ ُْ
ُ ْ ََ َ َ َ
َ ُّ َاِو ََِ ِِف ِالدُّنْيَاِيَ ْوماًِق
َ ت ِف َيه
َ َ فَ َق
ِ ِ
ِ ِ
ِ ُِاْلَرضِع ْدًَِوِقِسطاًِ َكم
ِ ُّ الْمه ِد
ِاِآخُرو َن
ْ َاِملا
َْ
َ ِحْي َرةٌِيَض ُّلِف َيهاِأَقْ َو ٌام َِوِيَ ْهتَديِف َيه
َ ِج ْوراً َِوِظُْلمِاًِتَ ُكو ُنِلَهُِ َغْيبَةٌ َِو
َ ت
ُ َ ْ َ َ َ ْ ْ يِالَّذيِميَََْل
So heasws said: ‘No, by Allahazwj! Iasws have not desired with regards to it nor regarding the
world even for a day, at all! But, Iasws am thinking regarding the birth. which would occur
from myasws back, the eleventh from myasws sonsasws. Heasws is the Mahdi who would fill the
earth with justice and equity just as it was filled with tyranny and injustice. An absence
(Occultation) would occur for himasws and confusion wherein groups of people would stray,
and others would be Guided during it’.

ِ ِ َّ ِس
ِ ِستَّةَِأَ ْشه ٍرِِأَو
ِ ِستَّةَِأَيَّ ٍامِأَو
ِ ال
ِِ
ِ
ِني
ْ ني َِوِ َك ْمِتَ ُكو ُن
َ َِاْلَْي َرةُ َِوِالْغَْيبَةُِق
َ تِسن
َ تِيَاِأَم َْيِالْ ُم ْؤمن
ُ فَ ُق ْل
ْ ُ
ْ
So I said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineenasws! And how much would the confusion and the Occultation
happen to be?’ Heasws said: ‘(It could be) six days, or six months, or six years’.

ِ ِ ِخيار
ِ ِ َََّنِل
ِ ِاْل َُّم ِة
ِ َ ِاِاْلَم ِرِياِأَصب ُغِأُولَا
ِِِه ِذهِِالْعِْت َرة
َ ِه َذاِلَ َكائِ ٌنِفَ َق
ٌ ُالِنَ َع ْمِ َك َماِأَنَّهَُِمَْل
َ َّ وق َِوِأ
َ ِم َعِخيَا ِرِأَبْ َرا ِر
َ َُ ك
َ ت َِوِإِ َّن
ُ فَ ُق ْل
َ ْ ِهذه
َ ْ َ ْ ْ كَِِ َذ
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So I said, ‘And this would be happening?’ So heasws said: ‘Yes, just as heasws would be
Created, and in what way is for you with this matter? O Asbagh! They (The Momineen of
that time) would be the best of this community along with the best of the righteous ones of
this familyasws’.

ِ ٍ
ِ
ِ ِهنَاي
ٍ ِ ٍ
ِ
.ِات
ُ ال
َ كِفَ َق
ُت
َ ِماِيَ ُكو ُنِبَ ْع َدِذَل
ُ فَ ُق ْل
َ ِماِيَ َشاءُِفَإ َّنِلَهُِبَ َداءَات َِوِإَِر َادات َِوِ َغايَات َِو
َ ُُِثَِّيَ ْف َع ُلِاللَّه
َ َُِّث
So I said, ‘The what would happen after that?’ So he asws said: ‘Then Allahazwj would do
whatever Heazwj so Desires, for there are Changes of Decisions for Himazwj, and the
Intentions, and purposes and end results’.37

Lessons from Past by Pondering:
ِِ
ِ َ َالِق
ِ ِ ُ علِيِبنِإِب ر ِاهيمِعن
ِ ُِالذن
ِ ُنيِ(ِعليهِالسَلمِ ََِِوجعِأَوجعِلِْل ُقل
ُّ وب ِِمن
ِوب
َ َس َِرفَ َعهُِق
َ يس
َ الِأَمْيُِالْ ُم ْؤمن
َُْ َََ
ْ َ َ َ ْ ُ ْ ُّ َ
َ
َ ُِمَ َّمدِبْ ِنِع
َ ُىِع ْنِيُون
ِ ِ
ِ
ِ تِو
ِ َ ف ِأ
ِ تِوِ َك َف
ُّ َ َاِسل
.ًِاعظا
َِ َىِِب
َ ِخ ْو
َ ََِ َو
َ فِتَ َفكراً َِوِ َك َفىِبالْ َم ْو
َ َشدُِّم َنِالْ َم ْو
Ali Bin Ibrahim, from Muhammad Bin Isa, from Yunus, raising it, said,

‘Amir Al-Momineenasws said: ‘There is no pain more painful to the hearts than the
(accounting of the) sins, and there is no fear more intense than (fear of) the death, and
suffice with what is past for pondering, and suffice with the death as a preaching’. 38

Those who don’t Ponder:
ٍ ُ اْلسنيِبن
ِ ِولِاللَّ ِهِ(ِصلىِاهللِعليهِوآله
ُ ال َِر ُس
َ َالِق
َ َِعْب ِدِاللَّ ِهِ(ِعليهِالسَلمِ ِق
ْ ُِمَ َّم ِدِبْ ِنِأ
ِّ َْحَ َدِالن َّْه ِد
ُ ِع ْن
َ ِع ْنِأَِِب
َ ُي َِرفَ َعه
َ ُِمَ َّمد
ُ ْ ُ ْ َ ُْ
ِ ِ ْ اَِِي ِطي ُقو َنِوِم
ِ ِ
ِ
ِ ِاخلَطََُِوِالن
ٍ ِخ
ِاِعلَْي ِه َِوِالطِّيَ َرةُ َِو
َ ِم
َ اِاستُ ْك ِرُهو
َ ُوض َع
ْ ِم
َ ِع ْنِأ َُّم ِِتِت ْس ُع
َ اِاضطُُّرواِإلَْيه َِو
َ َ
ُ َ ِم
َ اَِِيَ ْعلَ ُمو َن َِو
َ ِّسيَان َِو
ْ َ ْ صال
ٍ ِاْلس ُدِماِ َملِيظْ ِهرِبِلِس
ِ ْ الْو ْس ِو َسةُ ِِِفِالتَّ َف ُّك ِر ِِِف
.ِانِأ َْوِيَ ٍد
َ َ
َ ْ ُ ْ َ َ َْ ِاخلَلْق َِو
Al-Husayn Bin Muhammad, from Muhammad Bin Ahmad Al Nahdy, raising it,

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullahasws having said: ‘Rasool-Allahsaww said: ‘Nine
characteristics have been Dropped from mysaww community – the mistake, and the
forgetfulness, and what they are not knowing, and what they are not enduring, and what
they are desperate to, and what they are compelled upon, and the evil omen, and the
uncertainty in the pondering in the creation, and the envy what is not made apparent either
by the tongue or the hand’.39

37

Al Kafi V 1 – The Book Of Divine Authority CH 80 H 7
Al Kafi V 2 – The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 111 H 28
39
Al Kafi V 2 – The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 207 H 2
38
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Appendix I:
Holy Verse on Taffakur and Taddabar
Allahazwj has Commanded believers in several places in the Holy Quran to ponder (deep
thinking) over Holy Signs: for example (for Tafseer of these Verses, please visit
https://www.hubeali.com/tafseerhubeali/:

ِ ِاخلَ ْم ِر َِوالْ َمْي ِس ِر ِۖ ِقُ ْل ِفِي ِه َما ِإِ ُِْثٌ ِِ َكبِْيٌ َِوَمنَافِ ُع ِلِلن
َِّاس َِوإِْمثُُه َما ِأَ ْكبَ ُر ِِم ْن
ْ ِع ِن
َ َيَ ْس َلُون
َ ك
ِ
ِ
ِ ِاْلي
ِات ِلَ َعلَّ ُك ْم
َ ِما َذا ِيُْنف ُقو َن ِقُ ِل ِالْ َع ْف َو ِۖ ِِ َك ََٰذل
َ َنَ ْفعِ ِه َما ِۖ ِ َويَ ْس َلُون
ُ ِّ َك ِيُب
َ ْ ني ِاللَّهُ ِلَ ُك ُم
َ ك
ِ }219{ِتَتَ َف َّكُرو َن
They are asking you about the wine and the gambling. Say: ‘In both of these is a grave sin
and benefit for the people, and their sin is greater than their profit’. And they are asking
you what they should be spending. Say: ‘The surplus’. Like that, Allah Clarifies the Verses
for you, perhaps you would be pondering [2:219]

ِ اِاْلَنْهار ِلَه ِفِيه
َِْ يِمن
ِ َْ اب
َِ أَي وُّد ِأَح ُد ُكم ِأَ ْن ِتَ ُكو َن ِلَه ِجنَّةٌ ِِمن
ٍ ََِن ٍيل ِوأ َْعن
ِاِم ْن ِِ ُك ِّل
َ ُ ُ َ ْ َِتت َه
ْ َِت ِر
ْ َ ُ
َ
ْ َ ََ
ِ
ِ
ِ ِ اتِوأَصابهِالْ ِكب رِولَهِذُِّريَّةٌِضع َفاءِفَََصاب هاِإِ ْع
ِني
َ تِۖ ِِ َك ََٰذل
ْ َاحتَ َرِق
ُ ِّ َكِيُب
ُ َ ُ َ ُ َ َ َ الث ََّمَر
ْ َص ٌارِفيهِنَ ٌارِف
َ ََ َ ُ َُ
ِ ِاْلي
ِ }266{ِاتِلَ َعلَّ ُك ْمِتَتَ َف َّكُرو َن
َ ْ اللَّهُِلَ ُك ُم
Would one of you like that there should happen to be a garden for him, of palm tree, and
grape vines, the rivers flowing beneath it; for him in it to be every (kind of) fruit, and old
age hits him, and for him are weak offspring. Then a tornado in which is fire, hits it, so it
gets incinerated. Like that, Allah Clarifies the Signs for you, perhaps you would be
pondering [2:266]

ِ
ِ َّ
ِ ِالسماو
ِ َ ِجنُوِِِم ِويَتَ َف َّكرو َن ِِِف
ِ ات َِو ْاْل َْر
ِض َِربَّنَا
ًِ ُاِوقُع
َ َ َّ ِخ ْلق
َ ود
َ ين ِيَ ْذ ُكُرو َن ِاللَّهَ ِقيَ ًام
َ ال ذ
ُ َ ْ ُ اِو َعلَ َٰى
ِ َاط ًَلِسبحان
ِ
َِّارِفَ َق ْد
َ َّ} َربَّنَاِإِن191{ِابِالنَّا ِر
َ َ ْ ُ ِ َِه َذاِب
َ َكِفَقن
َ اِخلَ ْق
ََٰ ت
َ َم
َ اِع َذ
َك
َ ِم ْنِتُ ْدخ ِلِالن
ِ أَخزي تَهِِۚوماِلِلظَّالِ ِم
}192{ِصا ٍر
َ
َ ْنيِم ْنِأَن
َ َ ُ َْ ْ
Those who are recalling Allah standing and sitting and (lying) on their sides and are
thinking regarding the Creation of the skies and the earth: ‘Our Lord! You have not
Created this in vain! Glory be to You; Save us then from Punishment of the Fire [3:191] Our
Lord! The one whom you enter into the Fire so You have Disgraced him, and for the unjust
there will not be anyone from the helpers [3:192]
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ِِ
ِ ِ
ََِِّكِِۚإِ ْنِأَتَّبِ ُعِإ
َِ ولِلَ ُك ْمِإِ ِِّن
ُ ُب َِوََِأَق
ُ ُقُ ْل ََِِأَق
ٌ َِمل
َ ولِلَ ُك ْمِعْند
َ يِخَزائ ُنِاللَّه َِوََِأ َْعلَ ُمِالْغَْي
ِ يِاْل َْعمىِوالْب
ِ }50{ِصْيُِِۚأَفَ ََلِتَتَ َف َّكُرو َن
ََّ ِوح َٰىِإ
َ ِلِِۚقُ ْل
َ َ َٰ َ ْ ِه ْلِيَ ْستَ ِو
َ َُماِي
Say: ‘I am not saying to you all there are treasures of Allah with me nor do I know the
unseen, nor am I saying to you I am an Angel. Surely I follow only what is Revealed unto
me’. Say: ‘Are they alike, the blind and the seeing one? Are you not thinking?’ [6:50]

ِ َٰ ِِِ ِشْا نَاِلَرفَعنَاه
ِ ولَو
ِ ِهواهُِۖ ِفَمثَلُهُ ِ َكمثَ ِل ِالْ َكِْل
ِ ِاْل َْر
َِِت ِم ْل
ْ َخلَ َد ِإِ َىل
َْ ب ِإِ ْن
ْ اِولَكنَّهُِأ
َْ
َ
َ
َ َ ُ َْ
َ َ ض َِواتَّبَ َع
ِث ِۖ ِ ََٰذل
ِك ِمثَل ِالْ َقوِم ِالَّ ِذين ِ َك َّذبواِبِآيات
ِ
ِص
ص
ق
ل
ِا
ص
ص
ق
ا
ف
ِ
ۖ
ِا
ن
ْ
ْ
َ
َ
ْ ث ِأ َْو ِتَْت ُرْكهُِيَلْ َه
ْ َعلَْي ِه ِيَْل َه
َ
َ
ُ
َ ُ َ
َ َ
ْ ُ َ
}176{ِلَ َعلَّ ُه ْمِيَتَ َف َّكُرو َن
And hade We so Desired, We would have Raised him with these, but he adhered to the
ground and followed his whims. So his example is like the dog, if you attack upon him he
lolls out his tongue, or if you leave him, he lolls out his tongue. That is an example of the
people who belied Our Signs, therefore relate the story, perhaps they would be pondering
[7:176]

ِ ِ ِجن ٍَّةِِۖإِ ْن
ِ احبِ ِهم ِِمن
ِ ِأَوَملِي تَ َف َّكرواِِۖماِب
}184{ِني
ٌ ِِمب
ُ
َ َ
ُ ِه َوِإََِّنَذ ٌير
ْ ْ ص
ُ ََْ
Or are they not thinking that there is no insanity with their companion? Surely, he is only a
clear warner [7:184]

ِض
ٍ
ِ ْ ِ إَِّمنَاِمثل
ِ َ َِالسم ِاء ِفَاختَ ل
ِ
ْ
َِّاس
ن
ِال
ل
ك
َ
َّاِي
ِِم
ْ ات
ُ
ْ
ُ َط ِبِه ِنَب
َ َّ اْلَيَاة ِالدُّنْيَا ِ َك َماء ِأَنْ َزلْنَاهُ ِم َن
ُ ُ َ ِ ِاْل َْر
ُ ََ
ِ
ِ و ْاْلَنْعامِح ََّّتِإِذَاِأَخ َذ
ِاهاِأ َِْمُرنَا
ْ ت
ْ َاِو َّازيَّن
َٰ َ ُ َ َ
َ ت َِوظَ َّنِأ َْهلُ َهاِأَنَّ ُه ْمِقَاد ُرو َن
َ َِعلَْي َهاِِأَت
َ
ُ ِاْل َْر
َ ض ُِز ْخُرفَ َه
ِ
ِ ِاْلي
ِ لَي ًَل ِأَو ِنَهارا ِفَجع ْلنَاها ِح
ِ يدا ِ َك َ ْن ِ َملْ ِتَ ْغ َن ِبِ ْاْل َْم
ِات ِلَِق ْوٍم
ِّ ك ِنُ َف
ًص
َ س ِۚ ِِ َك ََٰذل
َ ْ ص ُل
َ َ ََ ً َ ْ ْ
ِ }24{ِيَتَ َف َّكُرو َن
But rather, an example of the life of the world is like water We Send down from the sky. So
it mingles with the vegetation of the earth from what the people and the animals eat,
until when earth takes its garnish and its adornment, and its people think they are able
upon it, Our Command come to it at night or by day, and We Make it mowed down as if it
had not flourished the day before. Like that, We Detail the Signs for a people who are
pondering [10:24]
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ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ ِاْلَرض ِوجعل ِفِيه
ِ ْ اِزْو َج
ِني
َ ِج َع َل ِف َيه
َ اِرَواس َي َِوأَنْ َه ًاراِۚ ِ َوم ْن ِ ُك ِّل ِالث ََّمَرات
َ َوُه َو ِالَّذ
َ َ َ َ َ َ َ ْ ْ يِم َّد
ِنيِِۚي ْغ ِشيِاللَّيلِالنَّهارِِۚإِ َّن ِِِفِ ََٰذل
ٍ ك َِْلي
}3{ِاتِلَِق ْوٍمِيَتَ َف َّكُرو َن
َ
َ
ُ ِ ْ َاثْن
َ َ َْ
And He is the One Who Extended the earth and Made therein mountains and rivers. And
from each of the fruits He Made two pairs in these. He Makes the night to cover the day.
Surely in that are Signs for a people who ponder [13:3]

ِ
ِ َُّيلِو ْاْل َْعنَابِوِمن ِ ُك ِّلِالثَّمر
ِ
ِك َِْليَةًِلَِق ْوٍمِيَتَ َف َّك ُرو َن
َّ ع َِو
َّ تِلَ ُك ْمِبِِه
َ اتِِۚإِ َّن ِِِفِ ََٰذل
َ ِالزْر
ُ ِيُْنب
ْ َ َ
َ َ الزيْتُو َن َِوالن
ََ
}11{
With it He Grows for you the crops, and the olives, and the palm trees, and the grapes, and
from all fruits. Surely in that is a Sign for a people who ponder [16:11]

ٍ وس َُّر ِلَ ُكم ِاللَّيل ِوالنَّهار ِوالشَّمس ِوالْ َقمر ِۚ ِوالنُّجوم ِمس َُّرات ِبََِم ِرهِ ِۚ ِإِ َّن ِِِف ِ ََٰذلِك َِْلي
ِات ِلَِق ْوٍم ِيَ ْع ِقلُو َن
ْ ٌ َ َ ُ ُ ُ َ ََ َ َ ْ َ َ َ َ َ ْ ُ َ َ َ
َ َ
}12{
And He Made subservient for you the night, and the day, and the sun, and the moon; and
the stars are made subservient by His Command. Surely there are signs in this for a people
who use their intellects [16:12]

ِ ِّ الزب ِرِِۚوأَنْزِلْناِإِلَيك
ِ َبِالْب يِّ ن
ِ نيِلِلن
ِ }44{ِِماِنُِّزَلِإِلَْي ِه ْم َِولَ َعلَّ ُه ْمِيَتَ َف َّكُرو َن
َ ْ َ َ َ ُُّ ات َِو
َ ِّ َِالذ ْكَرِلتُب
َ َّاس
َ
With the clear proofs and the Scriptures, and We Sent the Reminder to you in order to
clarify to the people what has been Sent to them, and perhaps they would be thinking
[16:44]

ِ
ِ
ِ يِمن ِ ُك ِّلِالثَّمر
ِ ِ
ِ ِّاتِفَاسلُ ِكيِسبلِرب
ُِفِأَلْ َوانُه
َ َكِذُلًَُلِِۚ َُيُْر ُج ِِم ْنِبُطُوهن
ٌ ابَِمُْتَل
ٌ اِشَر
ْ
ْ ُُثَّ ِ ُكل
َ َ ُُ
ََ
ِ
ِ فِ ِيه
ِ ِش َفاءٌِلِلن
}69{ِك َِْليَةًِلَِق ْوٍمِيَتَ َف َّكُرو َن
َ َّاسِِۚإِ َّن ِِِفِ ََٰذل
Then eat from all the fruits and travel the Way of your Lord submissively’. There comes out
from their bellies a drink of different colours wherein is healing for the people. Surely in
that there is a Sign for a thinking people” [16:69]

ِ َّ اِِف ِأَنْ ُف ِس ِهم ِۚ ِماِخلَق ِاللَّه
ِ أ ََوَملِْيَتَ َف َّكرو
َِج ٍل
ْ ِض َِوَماِبَْي نَ ُه َماِإََِّ ِب
َ ِالس َم َاوات َِو ْاْل َْر
ُ َ َ َ ْ
َ اْلَ ِّق َِوأ
ُ
ِ مس ًّمىِِۚوإِ َّنِ َكثِْي
ِ اِم َنِالن
ِ }8{َِّاسِبِلِ َق ِاء َِرِِِّ ْمِلَ َكافُِرو َن
َ
ً
َُ
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Or do they not reflect within themselves? Allah did not Create the skies and the earth and
what is between the two except with the Truth, and for a specified term, and surely most
of the people are deniers of the meeting with their Lord [30:8]

ِ وِمن ِآياتِِه ِأَ ْن ِخلَق ِلَ ُكم ِِمن ِأَنْ ُف ِس ُكم ِأَزو
ِ
ِِۚ ًِم َوَّد ًة َِوَر ْْحَة
َ اِو َج َع َل ِبَِْي نَ ُك ْم
ً َْ ْ
َ ْ َ
ْ ْ َ َ
َ اجاِلتَ ْس ُكنُواِإلَْي َه
ِ َٰ
ٍ ك َِْلي
ِ
ِ }21{ِاتِلَِق ْوٍمِيَتَ َف َّكُرو َن
َ َ إ َّن ِِِفِ َذل
And from His Signs is that He Created for you spouses from yourselves that you may find
rest in them, and He Made cordiality and mercy to be between you. Surely, in that there
are Signs for a people who ponder [30:21]

ِ ُِثَّ ِتَتَ َف َّكرواِۚ ِماِبِص
ِ َّاح َدةٍ ِۚ ِأَ ْن ِتَ ُقومواِلِل
ِ َعظُ ُكم ِبِو
ِ َِّ
ِاحبِ ُك ْم ِِم ْن
ى
اد
ر
ف
ِو
ىن
ث
ِم
ه
ُ
َٰ
ُ
ْ
َٰ
َ
َ َ
ُ
َ ْ قُ ْل ِإمنَاِأ
ُ
ََ ََ
ٍ ابِش ِد
ِ
ٍ ِ
}46{ِيد
َ ٍ ِع َذ
َ نيِيَ َد ْي
َ ْ َِه َوِإََِِّنَذ ٌيرِلَ ُك ْمِب
ُ جنَّةِِۚإِ ْن
Say: ‘But rather, I preach to you with one (matter) - you will be standing for Allah in pairs
and individually, then you shall be pondering. Your companion is not insane. Surely, he is
only a warner to you all before a severe Punishment (befalls)’ [34:46]

ِِحنيِمو
ِ ِاْلَنْ ُفس
َّ
ِت
ِت
َ
ُ ِمنَ ِام َهاِِۚفَيُ ْم ِس
َ َكِالَِِّتِق
ْ ُاِوالَِِّتِ َملََِْت
َ ض َٰى
َ ِعلَْي َهاِالْ َم ْو
َ
َ ت ِِِف
َ
َ ْ
َ ْ اللهُِيَتَ َو ََّّف
ِ َٰ
ٍ ك َِْلي
ِ
ِ ْ ِاْل
}42{ِاتِلَِق ْوٍمِيَتَ َف َّكُرو َن
ْ َويُْرِس ُل
َ َ ِم َس ًّمىِِۚإ َّن ِِِفِ َذل
ُ َج ٍل
َ ُخَر َٰىِإ َ َٰىلِأ
Allah Takes away the souls when they die, and those who do not die in their sleep. So He
Withholds those whom the death is Decreed upon, and He Sends back the others to a
specified term. Surely, in that, there are Signs for a thinking people [39:42]

ِ َٰ
ٍ ك َِْلي
ِ َّ اِِف
ِ َِ ض
ِ
ِ اتِوَم
ِ ِاْل َْر
}13{ِاتِلَِق ْوٍمِيَتَ َف َّك ُرو َن
ِ ِ ِم
ْ اِِف
َ َ ِْج ًيعاِمْنهُِِۚإ َّن ِِِفِ َذل
َ َو َس ََُّرِلَ ُك ْم
َ ِالس َم َاو
And He Subdued for you whatever is in the skies and whatever is in the earth altogether
from it. Surely, in that are Signs for a people who think [45:13]

ِ اشعاِمتَصد
ِ اِه َذاِالْ ُقرآ َن ِعلَى ِجب ٍل ِلَرأَي تَه
ِال
ْ ك
ُ َِاْل َْمث
َ ِخ ْشيَ ِة ِالِلَّ ِه ِۚ ِ َوتِْل
ً َ ُ ً ِخ
ََٰ َلَ ْو ِأَنْ َزلْن
َ ِّعاِم ْن
َ ُ ْ َ َ َ َٰ َ ْ
ِ ض ِربُ َهاِلِلن
}21{َِّاسِلَ َعلَّ ُه ْمِيَتَ َف َّكُرو َن
ْ َن
Had We Revealed this Quran unto a mountain, you would have seen it humbled, cracking
down from fear of Allah, and these are examples We Strike for the people, perhaps they
would be pondering [59:21]
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Taddabar:

ِِ ِ
ِِ
ِ
ِ }82{ِِاختِ ََلفًاِ َكثِ ًْيا
ْ أَفَ ََلِيَتَ َدبَُّرو َنِالْ ُقْرآ َنِِۚ َولَ ْوِ َكا َنِم ْنِعْندِ َغ ِْْيِاللَّهِلََو َج ُدواِفيه
Are they not then pondering on the Quran? And if it was from anyone other than Allah,
they would have found in it a lot of discrepancies [4:82]

ٍ ُِعلَ َٰىِقُل
}24{ِوبِأَقْ َفا َُلَا
َ أَفَ ََلِيَتَ َدبَُّرو َنِالْ ُقْرآ َنِأ َْم
So do they not ponder on the Quran, or are there locks upon (their) hearts [47:24]
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Appendix II:
Qayas (Analogy) in Religion
ِِعنِْحادِبن،ِعنِيعقوبِبنِيزيد،ِعنِالصفار،ِعنُِممدِبنِاْلسنِبنِالوليد،ُممدِبنِ ُممدِاملفيدِِفِ(اجملالس ِعنِالصدوق
ِ ِيا ِزرارة ِ! ِإياك:  ِقال ِِل ِأبو ِجعفر ُِممد ِبن ِعلي ِ(عليهما ِالسَلم: ِعن ِزرارة ِبن ِأعني ِقال، ِعن ِْحاد ِبن ِعثمان،عيسى
ِِوكَِن،ِفاهنمِتركواِعلمِماِوكلواِبهِوتكلفواِماِقد ِكفوهِيتَولونِاْلخبارِويكذبونِعلىِهللِعزوجل،وأصحابِالقياسِِفِالدين
.ِفيجيبِمنِخلفهِوينادىِمنِخلفهِفيجيبِمنِبنيِيديهِقدِتاهواِوَتْيواِِفِاْلرضِوالدين،بالرجلِمنهمِينادىِمنِبنيِيديه
He said: Abu Ja'far Muhammad b. Ali reported from Muhammad b. al-Hasan b. al-Waleed, who reported from
Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-Saffar, who reported from Ya'qoob b. Yazeed, from Hammad b. Isa, from Hammad
b. Uthman, from Zurarah b. A'ayan who said:

Imam Abu Ja'far Muhammad bin Aliasws, told me: "O Zurarah, keep away from the people
who apply analogy in the matters of religion. Surely, they have abandoned the knowledge
which was given to them, and entered into unnecessary hair splitting matters, which had
already been decided for them. They interpret the ‘Al-Akhbar’40 (the way they like) and
ascribe lies to Allahazwj. And as for their affairs, I see a man, among them, who when called
from the front, he answers to the one who is behind him, and when called from the rear, he
responds to the one who is in front of him. Thus, they wonder aimlessly on the earth as well
as in religion."41

ِِعنُِممدِبن،ِِعنُِممدِبنِأْحدِبنِثابت،ُِممدِبنِعليِبنِاْلسنيِِفِ(ِاْلماِلِ ِعنُِممدِبنِعمرِاْلافظِالبغدادي
ِِعنِابن،ِِعنِأِبَِيَي،ِِعنِعطاءِبنِالسائب،ِِعنِعمروِبنِثابت،ِِعنِحسنِبنِحسنيِالعرِن،ِاْلسنِبنِالعباسِاخلزاعي
ِِوهو،ِِوهوِخليفِت،ِِووزيري،ِِإنِعلياِهوِأخي:ِِوذكرِخطبةِيقولِفيها،ِ ِِقالِرسولِاهللِ(ِصلىِاهللِعليهِوآله:ِعباسِقال
ِِوهوِالذيِمن،ِِإنِاهللِأنزلِعلي ِالقرآن،ِِوإنِخالفتموهِضللتم،ِِوإنِاتبعتموهُِنوُت،ِِإنِاسَتشدَتوهِأرشدكم،ِاملبلغِعين
ّ
ِ ِِومنِابتغىِعلمهِعندِغْيِعليِهلكِاْلديث،
ِخالفهِضل
ّ
Muhammad Bin Ali Bin Al Husayn in Al Amaali from Muhammad Bin Amr Al Hafiz Al Baghdady, from
Muhammad Bin Ahmad Bin Sabit, from Muhammad Bin Al Hassan Bin Al Abbas Al Khazaie, from Hasan Bin
Husayn Al Arny, from Amro Bin Sabit, from Ata’a Bin Al Sa’ib, from Abu Yahya, from Ibn Abbas who said:

The Messenger of Allahsaww said to him when he mentioned a sermon of hissaww: ‘Surely
Aliasws is mysaww brother, and mysaww successor, and heasws is mysaww Caliph, and heasws is the
speaker from mesaww. If you were to seek guidance from him heasws will guide you, and if you
were to follow himasws heasws will give you salvation, and if you were to oppose himasws you
will go astray. Allahazwj Sent down the Quran upon mesaww, and it is such that the one who
opposes it has gone astray, and the one who seeks its knowledge from anyone other than
Ali asws will perish’.42

40

Traditions (Ahadith)
AAmali-E-Mufeed Page-51, Bihar Vol-2 Page-308, Wasilu Shia Vol-27 Page-59
42
Wasail-ul-Shia, H. 33560
41
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ِ
ِ َّ ِ ِ ِ َ َِماِق
ِ َ َيثِعنِأَِِبِعب ِدِاللَّ ِهِعِأَنَّهِق
ٍ ِ وِقَ ْدِتَ َقدَّم ِِِف
ِ ِسِلَهُِبُْرَها ٌن
َِ اس َِو
َّ ِحنِي َفةَِفَ َد ِع
ُ
َْ ْ َ ِحد
َ الِْلَِِب
َ َ
َ
َ ِالرأ
َ َْي َِوِالْقي
َ الِقَ ْوٌمِِفِدينِاللهِلَْي
And it has been related in a previous Hadith from Abu Abdullahasws where heasws said to Abu
Haneefa: ‘Leave off opinions and analogies, and whatever has been said by the people
regarding the religion of Allahazwj, there is no proof for that’.43

ِِدخلِأبوحنيفةِعلىِأِبِعبداهللِعليه:ِعنِعيسىِبنِعبداهللِالقرشيِقال،ِعنِأْحدِبنِعبداهللِالعقيلي،ِعنِأبيه،عليِبنِإبراهيم
ِِخلقتينِمنِنار:َِِتقسِفإنِأولِمنِقاسِإبليسِحنيِقال:ِنعمِقال:ِياِأباِحنيفةِ!ِبلغينِأنكِتقيس؟ِقال:السَلمِفقالِله
ِِوصفاءِأحدمهاِعلى،ِولوِقاسِنوريةِآدمِبنوريةِالنارِعرفِفضلِماِبنيِالنورين،ِفقاسِماِبنيِالنارِوالطني،وخلقتهِمنِطني
ِ اْلخر
Ali ibn Ibrahim has narrated from his father from Ahmad ibn ‘Abd Allah al-’Aqili from ‘Isa ibn ‘Abd Allah alQurashi who has said the following:

‘Once, Abu Haneefa came to see Imam Abu ‘Abd Allahasws who said to Abu Haneefa, ‘O Abu
Haneefa, do you practice analogy44 as I hear you do’? Abu Haneefa replied, ‘Yes, I do
practice analogy.’ The Imamasws then said to him, ‘Do not practice it; the first person who
used analogy was Iblis when he said, “Lord, you have created me from fire and created him
from clay.’ He analogised fire with clay. If he had compared ‘ ’نوريةthe light in Adamas and
light of ‘ ’النارthe fire, he would have learned about the difference between the two lights
and the excellence of one over the other.’45

43

Wasail-ul-Shia, H. 33414
Comparative/similarity/likeness/resemblance
45
Al-Kafi, Vol. 1, - H 176, Ch. 19, h20
44
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