
‘Taffakur and Taddabar       www.hubeali.com 

Page 1 of 31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Taffakur 

and 

Taddabar’ 
  



‘Taffakur and Taddabar       www.hubeali.com 

Page 2 of 31 

Table of Contents 

‘Taffakur and Taddabar’ ................................................................................................... 4 

Summary:......................................................................................................................... 4 

Introduction: .................................................................................................................... 6 

Understanding the Holy Verses: ........................................................................................ 7 

The Signs of Allah-azwj ........................................................................................................ 7 

Can we Fully Understand Holy Verses? ............................................................................. 8 

The Holy Verses have several Apparent and Hidden Meanings: ......................................... 9 

Amir-ul-Momineen--asws Instructs to Argue with Ahadith and not Quran: ......................... 10 

The people of Opinion Obscure the Divine Guidance: ...................................................... 10 

What Happens when one does Taffakur/Taddabar? ........................................................ 11 

It is better to Pause than using Qayas (Analogy): ............................................................ 12 

The Taffakur (Deep Thinking): ......................................................................................... 13 

Advice of Amir-ul-Momineen-asws on Taffakur: ................................................................ 14 

The Meanings of Taffakur: .............................................................................................. 15 

Limitation of Taffakur: .................................................................................................... 17 

Taffakur is like a Light in the Darkness: ........................................................................... 19 

Pondering of Amir-ul-Momineen-asws: ............................................................................. 22 

Lessons from Past by Pondering: .................................................................................... 23 

Those who don’t Ponder: ............................................................................................... 24 

APPENDIX I ..................................................................................................................... 25 

Holy Verse on Taffakur and Taddabar .............................................................................. 25 

Taddabar: .......................................................................................................................... 29 

APPENDIX II .................................................................................................................... 30 

Qayas (Analogy) in Religion .............................................................................................. 30 



‘Taffakur and Taddabar       www.hubeali.com 

Page 3 of 31 

 

 

Abbreviations: 
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AJFJ: Ajal Allah hey wa Fara Jaak 
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 تَسْلِيماً.ِوَسَلَمَِِ,الطاَهِريِنِسَيِ دِنََِمَُُمَدٍِوَِآلهِِِِعَلىِاللَُِِّوَِصَلَىِ,الْعالَمِينِرَبِِِالْْمَْدُِللَِِِّالرَحِيمِِِالرَحْْنِِِاللَِِِّبِسْمِِ

In the Name of Allah-azwj the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah-azwj Lord-azwj of the 
Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad-saww and his-saww Purified Progeny-asws, and 
greetings with abundant greetings. 

لِْفَ رَجَهُمِْوَالْعَنِْأَعْدَائَ هُمِْاَجَْْعِيْنِالَلَهُمَِصَلِ ِعَلىِمَُُمَِ  دٍِوَآلِِمَُُمَدٍِوَعَجِ 

‘Taffakur and Taddabar’ 

Summary: 

The words ‘Taffakur and Taddabar’ have frequently been used in the Holy Quran, meaning to 
invoke deep thinking (ponding/contemplating).  The deep thinking is far more rewarding than 
simply worshiping, e.g., Hadith below.  

لُِرجَِالهِِِعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعِقاَلَِأفَْضَِِعِدَةٌِمِنِْأَصْحَابنَِاِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِمَُُمَدِِبْنِِخَالِدٍِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِمَُُمَدِِبْنِِأَبِِنَصْرٍِعَنِْبَ عْضِِ
  الْعِبَادَةِِإِدْمَانُِالتَ فَكُّرِِفِِاللَِِّوَِفِِِقُدْرَتهِِِ

A number of our people have narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn 
Abu Nasr from certain individuals of his people who has narrated the following from Abu Abdullah-asws:  

Abu Abd Allah-asws has said: The most virtuous form of worship is thinking about Allah-azwj very 
often and about His-azwj Power.1 

In this short article we will try to understand what are the meanings of ‘Taffakur and 
Taddabar’ and how to embrace them in order to raise our spiritual status. And to know when 
one leaves the deep thinking while plunging into wishful thinking (day dreaming) which is a 
forbidden act2 and sometimes one embarks into even more grave territory of the ‘Qayas’ 
(analogy)3 and starts implementing/developing his/her opinions and thoughts into religion by 
interpreting and/or deriving the laws of the religion as per his own wisdom. 

Allah-azwj has Commanded us to contemplate (Taffakur and Taddabar) on universe, Ayat (Signs 
which remind Allah-azwj), to renegade misconceptions spread by non-believers and to be 
Thankful to Him-azwj for the countless Favours and Bounties Extended to all by Him-azwj. 

Initially, when one contemplates, several questions and unresolved issues are realised in his 
mind which prompts a quest for the answers within oneself and one starts looking for the 
answers.  When one looks further, Allah-azwj Helps, through the Holy Verses and Guides him 

                                                      
1 Al-Kafi, Vol. 2, H. 1546 
2 See for example: https://hubeali.com/articles/DayDreamingAnActOfSatan.pdf 
3 See Appendix II. 

https://hubeali.com/articles/DayDreamingAnActOfSatan.pdf


‘Taffakur and Taddabar       www.hubeali.com 

Page 5 of 31 

to consult the ‘اهلِالذكر’ (so ask the Ahl Al-Zikr (People of the Reminder) if you do not know 

(16:43).   

The next question arises on how to find the ‘اهلِالذكر’ to whom Allah-azwj Refers to in resolving 

our misconceptions and finding salvation?  Basically, Allah-azwj Guides to the  

  .when someone’s intention is pure and strives hard to secure his/her Hereafter ’اهلِالذكر‘

For example, we present extracts of a long Hadith to highlight how to find the ‘اهلِالذكر’ (Divine 

Imams-asws) and how to avoid falling into the misguidance and destruction by following other 
than them-asws: 

ِوَِاتبَِعُواِآثََرَِرَسُولِِاللَِِّ)ِصلىِالله ِفَ قَدِْحَرَمَهُ ِأنَِْتََْتَنِبُوهُ ِمَاِأمََرَِالَلُِّبهِِ ِوَِلََِتَ تبَِعُواِِوَِاعْلَمُواِأنََ ِفَخُذُواِبِِاَ عليهِوآلهِ(ِوَِسُنَ تَهُ
ِاسِِعِنْدَِاللَِِّمَنِِاتَ بَعَِهَوَاهُِوَِرأَيْهَُِبِغَيِِْْهُدًىِمِنَِاللَِِّأهَْوَاءكَُمِْوَِآراَءكَُمِْفَ تَضِلُّواِفإَِنَِأَضَلَِالنَِ

(An extract from a length Hadith from Al-Kafi, Vol. 8, H. 14449): 

And know that whatever Allah-azwj has Ordered you to avoid, so He-azwj has Prohibited it, and 
follow the footsteps of the Messenger-saww of Allah-azwj, and his-saww Sunnah, so adhere to it 
and do not follow your own desires, and your opinions, for you will go astray. The most 
misguided of the people with Allah-azwj is the one who follows his own desires and his opinion 
without (following the) Guidance from Allah-azwj. 

الْْاَفِظُِالَلُِّلََمُِْأمَْرَهُمِْعَلَيْكُمِْبِِثََرِِرَسُولِِاللَِِّ)ِصلىِاللهِعليهِوآل (ِوَِسُنتَِهِِوَِآثََرِِالْْئَمَِةِِالَْدَُاةِِمِنِْأهَْلِِبَ يْتِِِهوَِقاَلَِأيََ تُ هَاِالْعِصَابةَُِ
ِعَنْهُِضَلَِلَََِّْمُِْهُمُِتِهِمِْفإَِنهَُِمَنِْأَخَذَِبِذَلِكَِفَ قَدِِاهْتَدَىِوَِمَنِْتَ رَكَِذَلِكَِرَسُولِِاللَِِّ)ِصلىِاللهِعليهِوآلهِ(ِمِنِْبَ عْدِهِِوَِسُنَِ ََ ِوَِرَِِ

 الَذِينَِأمََرَِالَلُِّبِطاَعَتِهِمِْوَِوَلََيتَِهِمِْ

And he-asws said: ‘O you group for whom Allah-azwj has Protected for them their affairs! It is for 
you to follow the footsteps of the Messenger-saww of Allah-azwj and his-saww Sunnah, and the 
footsteps of the Imams-asws of Guidance from the People-asws of the Household of the 
Messenger-saww of Allah-azwj from after him-saww and their-asws Sunnah. So the one who takes to 
that has been guided, and the one who avoided that and abandoned it, went astray, because 
they-asws are the ones-asws for whom Allah-azwj Commanded (the people) to be obedient to, and 
for their-asws Wilayah. 

كِِتَابهِِِفِِِقَ وْلهِِِوَِجَعَلْناهُمِْأئَمَِةًِيَ هِْ مَْرنَِوَِهُمُِالَذِينَِأمََرَِالَلُِّبِوَلََيتَِهِمِْوََِاَعَتِهِمِْوَِدُِالَلَِّأمََرَِبِوَلََيةَِِالْْئَمَِةِِالَذِينَِسََاَهُمُِالَلُِّفِ ِِ ونَِ
ن ِْالَذِينَََِّىَِالَلُِّعَنِْوَلََيتَِهِمِْوَِ الضَلََلَةِِالَذِينَِقَضَىِالَلُِّأنَِْيَكُونَِلََمُِْدُوَلٌِفِِِالدُّ يَاِعَلَىِأوَْليَِاءِِاللَِِّالْْئَمَِةِِمِنِْآلَِِاَعَتِهِمِْوَِهُمِْأئَمَِةُِ

كَِلِمَةُِالْعَذَابِِوَِليَِتِمَِأنَِْتَكُونوُاِمَعَِنَبِِ ِوآلهِ(ِليَِحِقَِعَِمَُُمَدٍِيَ عْمَلُونَِفِِِدُولتَِهِمِْبِعَْصِيَةِِاللَِِّوَِمَعْصِيَةِِرَسُولهِِِ)ِصلىِاللهِعليهِ لَيْهِمْ
 اللَِِّمَُُمَدٍِ)ِصلىِاللهِعليهِوآلهِ(ِوَِالرُّسُلِِمِنِْقَ بْلِهِِ

Allah-azwj has Commanded for the Wilayah of the Imams-asws whom Allah-azwj has Names in His-

azwj Book in His-azwj Statement: “[21:73] And We made them Imams who guided (people) by 
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Our command” and they-asws are the ones-asws for whom-asws Allah-azwj has Commanded the 
Wilayah for, and to be in their-asws obedience.  

And the ones whom Allah-azwj has Forbidden to be in their wilayah, these are the imams of 
misguidance, for whom Allah-azwj has Decreed for them the governance in the world over the 
friends of Allah-azwj and the Imams-asws from the Progeny-asws of Muhammad-saww.  

They act in disobedience to Allah-azwj in their governments, and in disobedience to His-azwj 
Messenger-saww so that the Words of the Punishment become reality against them, and that 
you can end up being with the Prophet-saww of Allah-azwj Muhammad-saww and the Messengers-

as before him-saww.4  

 

Introduction: 

In the Holy Quran, several Verses (see Appendix I) are Revealed where the words related to 

deep thinking are used, i.e., ‘َِيَ تَدَبَ رُونَِ‘ , ’يَ تَ فَكَرُوا‘ , ’يَ تَ فَكَرُونَِ‘ , ’تَ تَ فَكَرُون’ through these Words Allah-

azwj emphasises the need for and importance of pondering for people in order leave 
misconceptions and develop better understanding of the Divine Commands - while realising 
the Grand Nature of the Universe created by Allah-azwj, and submitting to Allah-azwj’s by 
appreciating the countless Bounties.   

Allah-azwj Says: 

َِلًَِ‘  ِبََ ذَا ِخَلَقْتَِهََٰ ِمَا ِالسَمَاوَاتِِوَالَْْرْضِِربََ نَا  and (believers) are) ’وَيَ تَ فَكَرُونَِفِِخَلْقِ

thinking regarding the Creation of the skies and the earth: ‘Our Lord! You have not Created 
this in vain!  (3:191) 

Other places for example, Allah-azwj Rebukes disbelievers by Citing an example, 

 ‘ ِوَالْبَِ ِأفََلََِتَ تَ فَكَرُونَِقُلِْهَلِْيَسْتَوِيِالَْْعْمَىَٰ صِيُِْۚ ’ (Say: ‘Are they alike, the blind and the 

seeing one? Are you not thinking?’ (6:50) 

Also, in several Holy Verses, Allah-azwj Says to Ponder on ‘ِِبِِيََتنَِا‘ , ’لَْيةًَِ‘ ,’لَْيََتٍِ‘ , ’الْْيََت’ (‘Signs’ 

and ‘Sign’ ‘our Signs’).  Can we recognise the Signs of Allah-azwj or, to which particular Sign 
Allah-azwj is Referring to? Of course not as our thinking and opinions are flawed and reliance 
upon ‘opinions’ would lead to grave consequences: 

كِانِإثمهِعليه»هِالسلَم(ِ،ِقال:ِعنِهشامِبنِسالم،ِعنِأبِِعبداللهِ)علي  .«منِفسرِالقرآنِبرأيهِفأصابِلمِيؤجر،ِوِإنِأخطأ

                                                      
4 Al-Kafi, Vol. 8, H. 14449 
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From Hisham Bin Salim, who has said: 

‘Abu Abd Allah-asws having said: ‘The one who explains the Quran by his opinion, if he gets it 
right there would be no Reward for him, and if he errs, it would be a sin against him’.5 

 

Understanding the Holy Verses: 

 .«القرآنِظاهرهِأنيق،ِوِبََنهِعميق،ِلَِتفنىِعجائبه،ِوِلَِتنقضيِِرائبه،ِوِلَِتكشفِالظلماتِإلَِبه»وِعنهِ)عليهِالسلَم(:ِ

And from him (the Imam-asws, it is narrated): ‘The Quran (is such that), its apparent is elegant, 
and its hidden is deep. Its wonders do not cease nor does its strangeness expire, nor can the 
darkness be removed except by it’’.6 

Here, we come back to our original topic and try to find, from Ahadith, who are the Signs of 
Allah-azwj? 

 

The Signs of Allah-azwj 

كِلهم»قال:ِوِسَعتهِيقول:ِ كِلها،ِفِِبطنِالقرآن،ِأنكِذبواِبَلْوصياء  «.كذبواِبِيَتنا

He (the narrator) said, ‘And I heard him (Abu Ja’far-asws) saying: ‘They belying our-asws signs, all 
of them, in the esoteric of the Quran, and they were belying the successors-asws, all of them-

asws’’.7 

َِْ مَأنَُّواِبِِاِوَِالَذِينَِهُمِْعَنِْوِقالِعليِبنِإبراهيم:ِقولهِتعالى:ِإِنَِالَذِينَِلَِيَ رْجُونَِلقِاءَنَِأيِلَِيؤمنونِبهِوَِرَضُواِبَِلْْيَاةِِالدُّنيْاِوَِا
ماِللهِ»قولِأميِْالمؤمنينِ)عليهِالسلَم(:ِ سلَم(،ِوِالدليلِعلىِذلكآيَتنِاِِافِلُونَِقال:ِالْيَت:ِأميِْالمؤمنينِوِالَئمةِ)عليهمِال

 «.آيةِأكبرِمني

And Ali Bin Ibrahim said,  

‘The Words of the Exalted: Surely those who are not wishing for meeting Us [10:7] i.e. not 
believing in it, and are pleased with the life of the world and are content with it, and those 
who are heedless of Our Signs [10:7], said, ‘The Signs are Amir-Al-Momineen-asws and the 
Imams-asws, and the evidence upon that are the words of Amir-Al-Momineen-asws: ‘There is no 
‘Sign’ of Allah-azwj greater than I-asws!’8 

                                                      
 (.2 /17 :1 العي اشي تفسيْ) 5
 ربيعِالْبرار80ِ:2ِ. 6
 (Extract) تفسيِْالقم ي199ِ:1ِ. 7
 تفسيِْالقم ي309ِ:1ِ. 8
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كِلهم»قال:ِوِسَعتهِيقول:ِ كِلها،ِفِِبطنِالقرآن،ِأنكِذبواِبَلْوصياء  «.كذبواِبِيَتنا

He (the narrator) said, ‘And I heard him (Abu Ja’far-asws) saying: ‘They belying our-asws signs, all 
of them, in the esoteric of the Quran, and they were belying the successors-asws, all of them-

asws’’.9 

ماِ»قولِأميِْالمؤمنينِ)عليهِالسلَم(:ِ وِقالِعليِبنِإبراهيم:ِالْيَت:ِأميِْالمؤمنينِوِالَئمةِ)عليهمِالسلَم(،ِوِالدليلِعلىِذلك
 «.للهِآيةِأكبرِمني

And Ali Bin Ibrahim said,  

‘The Signs are Amir-Al-Momineen-asws and the Imams-asws, and the evidence upon that are the 
words of Amir-Al-Momineen-asws: ‘There is no ‘Sign’ of Allah-azwj greater than I-asws!’10  

 

Can we Fully Understand Holy Verses? 

Two students of Imam Hassan Askari-asws asked the Imam-asws, if you-asws teach us the Book, 
can we fully understand the Divine Verses? Imam-asws reply: Never! See the Hadith below: 

كِلَ،ِإنِالصادقِ)عليهِالسلَم(ِ قالَ:ِففرحناِوقلنا:ِيَبنِرسولِاللهِفاذاِنأتيِ)علىِجْيع(ِعلومِالقرآنِومعانيه؟ِقالِ)عليهِالسلَم(:
كِله؟ِ علمِ ِماِأريدِأنِأعلمكماِ ِبعضِأصحابهِففرحِبذلك،ِوقال:ِيَبنِرسولِاللهِ)صلىِاللهِعليهِوآله(ِقدِجْعتِعلمِالقرآن

كِثيْا،ِوأوتيتِفضلَِواسعا،ِلكنهِمعِذلكِأقلِقليلِ ِمنِ ِأجزاءِعلمِالقرآن،ِإنِاللهِعزوجلِفقالِ)عليهِالسلَ م(:ِقدِجْعتِخيْا
كِلماتِربىِولوِجئناِبِثلهِمدداِ"ِ كِانِالبحرِمداداِلكماتِربىِلنفدِالبحرِقبلِأنِتنفد ِيقول:ِ"ِقلِلو

We were happy to hear (about you-asws agreeing to teach us Holy Quran) and (they) said: ‘O 
son-asws of Rasool-Allah-saww! So we will get all the knowledge of the Quran and its meanings?’ 
He-asws said: ‘Never! Whatever I am going to teach you is what Al-Sadiq-asws (6th Imam-asws) 
taught to one of his-asws companions and he (companion of the 6th Imam-asws) was happy with 
that and said: ‘O son-asws of Rasool-Allah-saww! So I have now become the recipient of the whole 
of the Quran?’ He-asws said: ‘You have collected a lot of good, and extensive grace, but so little 
of the parts of its knowledge, for Allah-azwj the Almighty Says: ‘If the sea was ink for the Words 
of my Lord, the sea would be depleted before the Words of my Lord are depleted, and even 
if We were to bring the like of it as ink’ [18:109]. 

كِلماتِاللهِ"ِوهذاِعلمِالقرآنِومعانيه،ِويقول:ِ"ِولوِأنم اِفِِالَرضِمنِشجرةِأقلَمِوالبحرِيمدهِمنِبعدهِسبعةِأبحرِماِنفدت
وماِأودعِمنِعجائبه،ِفكمِترىِمقدارِماِأخذتهِمنِجْيعِهذاِ ِالقرآنِ ِولكنِالقدرِالذيِأخذته،ِقدِفضلكِاللهِتعالىِبهِعلىِِ

كِفهمك. كِعلمك،ِولَِيفهم  كلِمنِلَِيعلم

                                                      
 (Extract)تفسيِْالقم ي199ِ:1ِ.ِ 9
 تفسيِْالقم ي309ِ:1ِ. 10
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And Allah-azwj Says: And even if every tree in the earth was a pen and the oceans to ink it, 
from after it seven (more) oceans, the Words of Allah would not be depleted [31:27]. And 
this is the knowledge of the Quran and its meanings and extensiveness, see for yourself what 
you have taken from the whole of the Quran. But only little you have taken, Allah-azwj the 
Exalted has Given you preference over that person who does not know what you do and his 
understanding is not like yours. (An extract)’11 

 

The Holy Verses have several Apparent and Hidden 
Meanings: 

ِعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعَنِْآبََئهِِِ)ِعليهم ِعَنِِالسَكُونِ ِ ِبْنُِإِبْ راَهِيمَِعَنِْأبَيِهِِعَنِِالنَ وْفلَِيِ  لسلَمِ(ِقاَلَِقاَلَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّ)ِصلىِاللهِعليهِاِعَلِيُّ
وَِالشَمْسَِوَِالْقَمَرَِيُ بْلِياَنِِِِكُمِْفِِِدَارِِهُدْنةٍَِوَِأنَْ تُمِْعَلَىِظَهْرِِسَفَرٍِوَِالسَيُِْْبِكُمِْسَريِعٌِوَِقَدِْرأَيَْ تُمُِاللَيْلَِوَِالنَ هَارَِوآلهِ(ِأيَ ُّهَاِالنَاسُِإِنَِ

كُِلَِبعَِيدٍِوَِيََتْيَِانِِبِكُلِ ِمَوْعُودٍِفَأَعِدُّواِالَِْ ِهَاَ ِلبُِ عْدِِالْمَجَا ِِكُلَِجَدِيدٍِوَِيُ قَر بََِنِ

Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, from Al Nowfaly, from Al Sakuny,  

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah-asws, from his-asws forefathers-asws having said: 
‘Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘O you people! You are in a house of truce, and you are upon the back 
of a journey and the travel is quick with you, and you have seen the night and the day, and 
the sun and the moon turning every new (thing) into old, and every remote (thing) to be close 
by, and every promised (thing) has come up, therefore prepare the ship (of life) for the long 
passageway’.  

كَِقِطَعِِاللَيْلِِطاَعٍِفإَِِقاَلَِفَ قَامَِالْمِقْدَادُِبْنُِالَْْسْوَدِِفَ قَالَِيََِرَسُولَِاللَِِّوَِمَاِدَارُِالَْدُْنةَِِقاَلَِدَارُِبَلََغٍِوَِانْقِِ ُ ََ ذَاِالْتَ بَسَتِْعَلَيْكُمُِالْفِ
خَلْفَهُِسَاقهَُِإِلَىِالناَرِِوَِهُوَِوَِمَاحِلٌِمُصَدَقٌِوَِمَنِْجَعَلَهُِأمََامَهُِقاَدَهُِإِلَىِالْنََةِِوَِمَِِالْمُظْلِمِِفَ عَلَيْكُمِْبَِلْقُرْآنِِفإَِنهَُِشَافِعٌِمُشَفَعٌِ نِْجَعَلَهُِ

ِعَلَىِخَيِِْْسَبِيلٍِ  الدَليِلُِيدَُلُّ

So Al-Miqdad Bin al-Aswad-ra arose and said, ‘O Rasool-Allah-saww! And what is the house of 
truce?’ He-saww said: ‘A house of communication and interruption. So when the strife confuses 
upon you like the interruption of the dark night, so upon you is to be with the Quran, for it is 
an interceder who would be interceded with, and an inviter who would be ratified; and the 
one who makes it to be in front of him, it would Guide him to the Paradise, and the one who 
makes it to be behind him, it would usher him into the Fire, and it is a pointer upon the best 
way. 

كِِتَابٌِفِيهِِتَ فْصِيلٌِوَِبَ يَانٌِوَِتََْصِيلٌِوَِهُوَِالْفَصْلُِليَْسَِبَِلَْزَْلِِوَِلَهُِظَهْرٌِوَِبطَْنٌِفَظاَهِِ نُهُِعِلْمٌِظاَهِرهُُِأنَيِقٌِوَِرُِوَِهُوَ َِ هُِحُكْمٌِوَِبََ
نُهُِعَمِيقٌِلَهُِنُُُومٌِوَِعَلَىِنُُُومِهِِنُُُومٌِلََِتَُْصَىِعَجَائبُِِ َِ َِراَئبُِهُِبََ لَىِ  هُِوَِلََِتُ ب ْ

                                                      
11 Tafseer Imam Hassan Al-Askariasws - Preface 
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And it is a Book wherein is detail, and explanation, and achievement, and it is the detail not 
being with the amusement; and for it there is an apparent and a hidden (meaning). So it’s 
apparent is wisdom, and its hidden is knowledge. Its apparent is profound, and its hidden is 
bottomless. There are luminaries for it, and upon its luminaries, are (more) luminaries. 
Neither can its wonderments be counted nor do its marvels wear out.  

ِمَةِِوَِدَليِلٌِعَلَىِالْمَعْرفَِةِِلِمَنِْعَرَفَِالصِ فَةَِفَ لْيَجْلُِجَالٍِبَصَرهَُِوَِلْيُ بْلِِفِيهِِمَصَابيِحُِالَْدَُىِوَِمَنَارُِالِْْكِْ ٍَ ِمِنِْعَطَ ُُ غِِالصِ فَةَِنظََرهَُِيَ نْ
كَِمَاِيَمْشِيِالْمُسْتَنِيُِْفِِِالظُّلُمَاتِِ ِالْبَصِيِْ َِ ِفإَِنَِالتَ فَكُّرَِحَيَاةُِقَ لْ ٍَ  .خَلُّصِِوَِقِلَةِِالتََّبَُّصِِلنُّورِِفَ عَلَيْكُمِْبِحُسْنِِالتَِبَِِِوَِيَ تَخَلَصِْمِنِْنَشَ

Therein are lanterns of guidance, and minarets of wisdom, and it evidences upon the 
recognition to the one-asws who understands the capacity, so it brightens the brightness of his 
insight and lets his look reach the capacity. It rescues from the corruption and finishes off 
from the entanglements, for the pondering is a revival of the heart of insight just as the 
enlightened one walks in the darkness with the light. Therefore, it is upon you with the 
excellent sincerity and without having second thoughts’.12  

 

Amir-ul-Momineen-asws Instructs to Argue with Ahadith 
and not Quran: 

وِوُجُوهٍِتَ قُولُِذُِِبَِلْقُرْآنِِفإَِنَِالْقُرْآنَِحَْاَلٌِِلََِتُُاَصِمْهُمِْ وِمنِوصيةِلهِعِلعبدِاللهِبنِالعباسِ]أيضا[ِلماِبعثهِللَحتجاجِعلىِالخوارج
دُواِعَنْهَاِمَُِيصا  وَِيَ قُولُونَِ...ِوَِلَكِنِْحَاجِجْهُمِْبَِلسُّنَةِِفإَََِّمُِْلَنِْيََِ

(When Imam Ali-asws sent Ibn Abbas for discussions with the Kharijites, he, peace be upon him, 
gave him the following instructions) While arguing, never quote statements from the Holy 
Qur'an because the passages of this Book require very careful consideration as they could be 
paraphrased in various ways and their meanings could be construed differently. Thus, you will 
adhere to your explanation and they will stick to their elucidation. Therefore, argue with them 
in the light of the traditions of the Holy Prophet (s) and then they will find no way to 
misrepresent truth.13 

 

The people of Opinion Obscure the Divine Guidance: 

يسَىِعَنِِابْنِِفَضَالٍِجَِْيعاًِعَنِْنِِمَُُمَدِِبْنِِعِِعَلِيُِّبْنُِإِبْ راَهِيمَِعَنِْصَالِحِِبْنِِالسِ نْدِيِ ِعَنِْجَعْفَرِِبْنِِبَشِيٍِْوَِمَُُمَدُِبْنُِيََْيََِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبِْ
يلَةَِعَنِْخَالِدِِبْنِِعَمَارٍِعَنِْسَدِيرٍِقاَلَِسََِعْتُِأَبََِجَعْفَرٍِ)ِعليهِالسلَمِ(ِوَِهُوَِدَاخِلٌِوَِأنََِ خَارجٌِِوَِأَخَذَِبيَِدِيِثَُُِاسْتَ قْبَلَِِأَبِِجَِْ

                                                      
12 Al Kafi V 2 – The Book Of Merits of the Quran CH 1 H 2 
 .Nahjul Balagha, Letter 77 ,َُِّالبلَِةِ)للصبحيِصالح(،ِص:465ِ 13
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ِلَغَفَارٌِالناَسُِأنَِْيََتُْواِهَذِهِِالَْْحْجَارَِفَ يَطُوفُواِبِِاَِثَُُِيََتْوُنََِفَ يُ عْلِمُونََِوَلََيَ تَ هُِالْبَ يْتَِفَ قَالَِيََِسَدِيرُِإِنَماَِأمُِرَِ مِْلنََاِوَِهُوَِقَ وْلُِاللَِِّوَِإِن ِ
 لََيتَِنَاِلِمَنِْتابَِوَِآمَنَِوَِعَمِلَِصالِْاًِثَُُِاهْتَدىِثَُُِأوَْمَأَِبيَِدِهِِإِلَىِصَدْرهِِِإِلَىِوَِ

Ali Bin Ibrahim, from Salih Bin Al Sindy, from Ja’far Bin Bashir and Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Ahmad Bin 
Muhammad Bin Isa, from Ibn Fazzal, altogether, from Abu Jameela, from Khalid Bin Ammar, from Sadeyr who 
said,  

‘I heard Abu Ja’far-asws and he-asws was entering and I was exiting, and he-asws grabbed me by 
my hand, then faced the House (Kabah), so he-asws said: ‘Sadeyr! But rather, the people have 
been Commanded that they should be coming to these rocks, so they should circle with these, 
then they should come to us-asws, and they should let us-asws know of their Wilayah for us-asws, 
and these are the Words of Allah-azwj [20:82] And I am Forgiving to him who repents and 
believes and does righteous deeds, then follows the right Guidance’. Then he-asws gestured 
by his-asws hand to his-asws chest (and said): ‘To our-asws Wilayah’.  

لْمَسْجِدِِفَ قَالَِفِِِذَلِكَِالزَمَانِِوَِهُمِْحَلَقٌِفِِِاِثَُُِقاَلَِيََِسَدِيرُِفأَُريِكَِالصَادِ ينَِعَنِْدِينِِاللَِِّثَُُِنَظرََِإِلَىِأَبِِحَنِيفَةَِوَِسُفْيَانَِالثَ وْريِ ِِ
كِِتَابٍِمُبِيٍنِإِنَِهَؤُلََءِِالَْْخَابِثَِلَوِْجَِ دُواِلَِهَؤُلََءِِالصَادُّونَِعَنِْدِينِِاللَِِّبِلََِهُدًىِمِنَِاللَِِّوَِلََ مِِْفَجَالَِالناَسُِفَ لَمِْيََِ سُواِفِِِبُ يُوِِ

اللَِِّتَ بَارَكَِوَِتَ عَالَىِوَِعَنِْرَسُولِهِِ)ِِوَِعَنِْرَسُولهِِِ)ِصلىِاللهِعليهِوآلهِ(ِحَتََِّيََتْوُنََِفَ نُخْبرهَُمِْعَنِِِأَحَداًِيُُْبرهُُمِْعَنِِاللَِِّتَ بَارَكَِوَِتَ عَالَىِ
 صلىِاللهِعليهِوآلهِ(ِ.

Then he-asws said: ‘O Sadeyr! Shall I-asws show you the blockers from the Religion of Allah-asws?’ 
Then he-asws looked towards Abu Haneefa and Sufyan Al-Sowry at that time, and they had a 
circle (of people) in the Masjid, so he-asws said: ‘They are the blockers from the Religion of 
Allah-azwj, without any Guidance from Allah-azwj nor any evident Book. They are the malignant 
ones. If they were to sit in their houses, so the people would go around, and they would not 
find anyone who would be informing them about Allah-azwj Blessed and High and about His-

azwj Rasool-saww until they would come to us-asws. So we-asws would inform them about Allah-azwj 
Blessed and High and about His-azwj Rasool-saww’.14 

 

What Happens when one does Taffakur/Taddabar? 

When one tries to contemplate and strives hard in the Holy Verses, some questions are 
identified so to resolve those questions one strives to find the answers, initially starting from 
Ahadith or a person directing him towards Ahadith, as Allah-azwj Says:  

حدثناِعبدِاللهِبنِجعفرِعنِمُمدِبنِعيسىِعنِمُمدِبنِسنانِعنِاسَعيلِبنِجابرِوعبدِالكريمِعنِعبدِالْميدِبنِابىِالديلمِ
ِعنِابىِعبدِاللهِعليهِالسلَمِفِِقولِاللهِتعالىِفاسئلواِاهلِالذكرِانكِنتمِلَِتعلمونِقالكِتابِاللهِالذكرِواهلهِآلِمُمدِالذينِامر

ِيؤمرواِبسؤالِالهالِوسَىِاللهِالقرآنِذكراِفقالِوانزلناِاليكِالذكرِلتبينِللناسِماِنزلِإليهمِولعلهمِيتفكرون.ِِاللهِبسئوالَمِولم

                                                      
14 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book Of Divine Authority CH 96 H 3 
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Narrated to us Abdullah Bin Ja’far, from Muhammad Bin Isa, from Muhammad Bin Sinan, from Ismail Bin Jaabir 
and Abdul Kareem, from Abdul Hameed Bin Abu Al-Dalam who has reported the following: 

Abu Abdullah-asws regarding the Statement of Allah-azwj the High [16:43] so ask the People of 
the Reminder (Ahl Al-Zikr) if you do not know said: ‘The Book of Allah-azwj is the Reminder, 
and its People-asws are the Progeny-asws of Muhammad-saww are the ones whom Allah-azwj has 
Commanded to ask them-asws and did not Command to ask the ignorant ones, and Allah-azwj 
has Called the Quran, the Reminder and Said: With And We Sent the Reminder to you in order 
to clarify to the people what has been Sent to them, and perhaps they would be thinking.15 

هِِ ِبْنِِحَسَانَِعَنِْعَمِ  ِبْنُِمَُُمَدٍِعَنِْمُعَلَىِبْنِِمَُُمَدٍِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِأوُرَمَةَِعَنِْعَلِيِ  كَِثِيٍِْقاَلَِقُ لْتُِلَِْبِِعَِِالُْْسَيْنُ ِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّبْدِِالرَحَْْنِِبْنِ
كُِنْتُمِْلَِتَ عْلَمُونَِقاَلَِالذ كِْرُِمَُُمَدٌِ)ِصلىِاللهِعليهِوآلهِ(ِوَِ  نُِأهَْلُهُِالْمَسْئُولُونَِنَِْ)ِعليهِالسلَمِ(ِفَسْئَلُواِأهَْلَِالذ كِْرِِإِنْ

Al Husayn Bin Muhammad, from Moalla Bin Muhammad, from Muhammad Bin Awrama, from Ali Bin Hassan, 
from his uncle Abdul Rahman Bin Kaseer who said,  

‘I said to Abu Abdullah-asws, ‘therefore ask the people of the Reminder if you don’t know 
[16:43]. He-asws said: ‘Al-Zikr (The Reminder) is Muhammad-saww, and we-asws are his-saww 
people, the ones-asws to be asked’.16 

 

It is better to Pause than using Qayas (Analogy): 

ِأبَيِهِِمَُُمَدٌِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِعَنِِابْنِِفَضَالٍِعَنِِابْنِِبُكَيٍِْْعَنِْحَْْزةََِبْنِِالطيََارِِأنَهَُِعَرَضَِعَلَىِأَبِِعَبِْ َِ دِِاللَِِّ)ِعليهِالسلَمِ(ِبَ عْضَِخُطَ
كُِفَِوَِاسْكُتِْثَُُِقاَلَِأبَُِ يمَاِيَ نْزلُِِبِكُمِْمِاَِلََِتَ عْلَمُونَِإِلََِوِعَبْدِِاللَِِّ)ِعليهِالسلَمِ(ِلََِيَسَعُكُمِْفِِحَتََِّإِذَاِبَ لَغَِمَوْضِعاًِمِنْهَاِقاَلَِلَهُ

ِعَنْهُِوَِالتثَبَُّتُِوَِالرَدُِّإِلَىِأئَمَِةِِالَْدَُىِحَتََِّيََْمِلُوكُمِْفِيهِِعَلَىِالْقَصْدِِوَِيََْلُواِعَِ ِر فُِوكُمِْفِيهِِالْْقََِقاَلَِالَلُِّتَ عَالَىِنْكُمِْفِيهِِالْعَمَىِوَِيُ عَِالْكَفُّ
كُِنْتُمِْلَِتَ عْلَمُونَِ.  فَسْئَلُواِأهَْلَِالذ كِْرِِإِنْ

Muhammad, from Ahmad, from Ibn Fazzal, from Ibn Bukeyr, from Hamza Bin Al Tayyar that,  

‘He presented to Abu Abdullah-asws some of the sermons of his father, until when he reached 
a subject from it, he-asws said to him: ‘Stop, and be silent’. Then Abu Abdullah-asws said: ‘There 
is no leeway for you regarding what comes to you from what you do not know except to pause 
at that, and affirming, and referring it back to the Imams-asws of the Guidance, until they-asws 
deliver to you the purpose (of it), and they-asws isolate from you the blindness in (that where 
you are going), and they-asws make you recognise the truth in it. Allah-azwj the Exalted Said: 
therefore ask the people of the Reminder if you don’t know [16:43]’.17  

                                                      
 .Chapter 19, Hadith 19 ,بصائرِالدرجاتِفِِفضائلِآلِمُمدِصلىِاللهِعليهم،ِج1،ِص:41ِ 15

16 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book Of Divine Authority CH 20 H 2 (Extract) 
17 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 16 H 10 
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عنه،ِعنِأبيه،ِعمنِحدثهِرفعهِإلىِأبِِعبدِاللهِعليهِالسلَمِقال:ِإنهِلَِيسعكمِفيماِينزلِبكمِمِاِلَِتعملونِإلَِالكفِعنهِ
اسئلواِأهلِالذكرِإنكِنتمِعلىِالقصد،ِقالِاللهِعزوجل:ِ"ِفوالتثبتِفيهِوالردِإلىِأئمةِالمسلمينِحتَِّيعرفوكمِفيهِالْقِويَملوكمِفيهِ

 لَِتعلمونِ".

From him, from his father, from the one who narrated it,  

Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘There is no leeway for you with regards to what descends by 
you from what you do not know except for the restraint from it, and the verification regarding 
it, and the referring to the Imams-asws of the Muslims until you understand the Truth regarding 
it, and it carries you upon the intended way. Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic Says: therefore 
ask the people of the Reminder if you don’t know [16:43]’.18 

 

The Taffakur (Deep Thinking):  

It’s an extremely important and rare quality ‘contemplating’, which very few of us are able to 
benefit from, Allah-azwj has emphasized it in the Holy Quran, e.g.19,  

نَكُمِْمَوَدَةًِوَِ هَاِوَجَعَلَِبَ ي ْ إِنَِِۚ  رَحْْةًَِوَمِنِْآيََتهِِِأَنِْخَلَقَِلَكُمِْمِنِْأنَْ فُسِكُمِْأَْ وَاجًاِلتَِسْكُنُواِإِليَ ْ
لِكَِلَْيََتٍِلقَِوْمٍِيَ تَ فَكَرُونَِ ِ(30:21)فِِذََٰ

And one of His signs is that He created mates for you from yourselves that you may find rest 
in them, and He put between you love and compassion; most surely there are signs in this 
for a people who reflect. (30:21) . 

كِ كِتابِالخصالِعنِأبىِحْزةِالثمالىِعنِأبىِجعفرِعليهِالسلَمِقال:ِقالِأميِْالمؤمنينِعليهِالسلَم:ِجْعِالخيْ هِفِِثلَثِلفِ
كِلِنظرِليسِفيهِاعتبارِفهوِسهو،ِوكلِسكوتِليسِفيهِفكرِفهوِِفلة،ِوكلكِلَمِليسِ خصال:ِالنظرِوالسكوتِوالكلَم،ِو

 فيهِذكرِفهوِلغو،ِفطوبىِلمنكِانِنظرهِعبرا،ِوسكوتهِفكرا،ِوكلَمهِذكرا،ِوبكىِعلىِخطيئتهِوأمنِالناسِشره.

In the Book Al-Khisaal, from Abu Hamza Al-Sumaly, who has said:  

‘Abu Ja’far-asws has said that ‘Amir-ul-Momineen-asws said: ‘All good has been gathered in three 
characteristics – The consideration, and the silence, and the speech. And every view in which 
there is no consideration, so it is an oversight. And every silence, in which there is no 
pondering, so it is negligence. And every speech in which there is no Remembrance, so it is 
vain talk’.20 

                                                      
18 Al Mahaasin – V 1 Bk 5 H 103 
19 There are several Verses, e.g., 2:219, 2:66, 3:191, 6:50, 
20 Tafseer Noor Al Saqalayn – CH 88 H 25 
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Advice of Amir-ul-Momineen-asws on Taffakur: 

كَِانَِأمَِيُِْ ِعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعِقاَلَ ِعَنِِالسَكُونِ ِ ِبْنُِإبِْ راَهِيمَِعَنِْأبَيِهِِعَنِِالنَ وْفلَِيِ  لْمُؤْمِنِيَنِعِيَ قُولُِنَ بِ هِْبَِلتَ فَكُّرِِقَ لْبَكَِوَِجَافِِاِعَلِيُّ
بَكَِوَِاتَقِِالَلَِّرَبَكَِ  عَنِِالليَْلِِجَن ْ

Ali ibn Ibrahim has narrated from his father from al-Nawfali from al-Sakuni who has narrated the following from 

Abu Abd Allah-asws:  

Amir-ul-Momineen-asws has said, Awaken your heart by ‘Taffakur’ deep thinking. Keep your 
side off the bed at night and be pious before your Lord, Allah-azwj.21 

In the Sermon of Amir-ul-Momineen-asws (Khutba Al-Waseela), Amir-ul-Momineen says: 

ِمِنَِالْهَْلِِوَِلََِوَاعِظَِهُوَِ كَِالتَدْبِيِِْوَِلََِِأبَْ لَغُِمِِأيَ ُّهَاِالناَسُِإنِهَُِلََِمَالَِهُوَِأعَْوَدُِمِنَِالْعَقْلِِوَِلََِفَ قْرَِهُوَِأَشَدُّ نَِالنُّصْحِِوَِلََِعَقْلَ
كَِالتَ فَكُّرِِوَِلََِمُظاَهَرةََِأوَْثقَُِمِنَِالْمُشَاوَرَِ ِعَنِِالْمَحَِعِبَادَةَ كَِالْكَفِ  ِوَِلََِوَرعََ َِ ِمِنَِالْعُجْ كَِالصَبْرِِوَِةِِوَِلََِوَحْشَةَِأَشَدُّ ارمِِِوَِلََِحِلْمَ

 الصَمْتِِ

O you people! There is no wealth more valuable than the intellect, and no poverty which is 
more intense than the ignorance, and no preacher which is more profound than the sound 
advice, and no reasoning like the Taffakur (contemplation), and no worship like the 
pondering, and no demonstration more reliable than the consultation, and no isolation more 
severe than the self-conceit, nor piety like refraining from the Prohibitions, and no 
forbearance like patience and silence.   

لْمَوَاعِظِِمَاِيدَْعُوِالنَ فْسَِإِلَىِالْْذََرِِمِنَِالْخطَرَِِأيَ ُّهَاِالنَاسُِإِنَِللِْقُلُوبِِشَوَاهِدَِتَُْريِِالْْنَْ فُسَِعَنِْمَدْرَجَةِِأهَْلِِالتَ فْريِطِِوَِفِطْنَةُِالْفَهْمِِلِِ
رَِللِْهَوَىِوَِالْعُقُولُِتَ زْجُرُِوَِتَ ن ِْ َِ كَِفَاكَِأدََبًَِلنَِ فْسِكَِمَاِهَىِوَِفِِِالتَجَارِبِِعِلْمٌِمُسْتَأْنَفٌِوَِالَِعْتِبَارُِيَ قُودُِإِلَىِوَِللِْقُلُوبِِخَوَا ِالرَشَادِِوَ

ب ُّرُِقَ بْلَِالْعَمَلِِفإَِنهَُِيُ ؤْمِنُكَِمِنَِالنَدَمِِوَِالتَدَِِتَكْرَهُهُِلغَِيِْْكَِوَِعَلَيْكَِلَِْخِيكَِالْمُؤْمِنِِمِثْلُِالَذِيِلَكَِعَلَيْهِِلَقَدِْخَاَرََِمَنِِاسْتَ غْنَىِبرَِأيْهِِِ
ِِوَِمَنِِاسْتَ قْبَلَِوُجُوهَِالْْراَءِِعَرَفَِمَوَاقِعَِالخَْطإَِِوَِمَنِْأمَْسَكَِعَنِِالْفُضُولِِعَدَلَتِْرأَيْهَُِالْعُقُولُِ

O you people! There are witnesses for the hearts which hold them back from being the people 
of excesses, and there is insight for the understanding, which alerts the self and caution it 
from the danger. And for the heart there are memories of desires, and the intellect 
admonishes and prohibits from it. And in the experiences there is an appellant, which is a 
reliable guide to the right way. It is sufficient for yourself what you would not like it to happen 
to others, and it is upon you that the same should be for your believing brother, and in it upon 
him, likewise. The one who considers his own opinion to be self-sufficing from him would 
endanger him, and the pondering before the deeds would keep you safe from remorse. And 
the one who welcomes different opinions would understand the places of mistakes. And the 

                                                      
21 Al-Kafi, Vol. 2, H. 1544 
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one who refrains from the useless matters his opinion would balance the intellects (an 
extract).22 

 

The Meanings of Taffakur: 

قَلِِقاَلَِسَألَْتُِأبَََِعَِ ِبْنُِإِبْ راَهِيمَِعَنِْأبَيِهِِعَنِْبَ عْضِِأَصْحَابهِِِعَنِْأبَََنٍِعَنِِالَْْسَنِِالصَي ْ بْدِِاللَِِّعِعَمَاِيَ رْوِيِالنَاسُِأنََِتَ فَكُّرَِعَلِيُّ
كَِيْفَِيَ تَ فَكَرُِقاَلَِيَمرُُِّ لَةٍِقُ لْتُ   بََنوُكِِمَاِبََلُكِِلََِتَ تَكَلَمِينَِ يْنَِبَِلْخرَبِةَِِأوَِْبَِلدَارِِفَ يَ قُولُِأيَْنَِسَاكِنُوكِِأَِِسَاعَةٍِخَيٌِْْمِنِْقِيَامِِليَ ْ

Once I asked Abu Abd Allah-asws about what people’s narration, Taffakur (thinking) for ‘ٍِسَاعَة’ 
one moment is better than worshipping a whole night, How should they think?  The Imam-

asws said:  They pass by the ruins of dwellings or a building and ask: ‘Where are your 
inhabitants?  Where are your builders? Why do you not speak?23 

بِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعِقاَلَِأفَْضَلُِأَحَْْدَِبْنِِمَُُمَدِِبْنِِأَبِِنَصْرٍِعَنِْبَ عْضِِرجَِالهِِِعَنِْأَِِعِدَةٌِمِنِْأَصْحَابنَِاِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِمَُُمَدِِبْنِِخَالِدٍِعَنِْ
  الْعِبَادَةِِإِدْمَانُِالتَ فَكُّرِِفِِاللَِِّوَِفِِِقُدْرَتهِِِ

A number of our people have narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn 
Abu Nasr from certain individuals of his people who has narrated the following from Abu Abd Allah-asws:  

Abu Abd Allah-asws has said: The most virtuous form of worship is thinking about Allah-azwj very 
often and about His-azwj Power.24 

عْتُِأبَََِالَْْسَنِِالر ِِمَُُِ كَِثْ رةََِالصَلََةِِوَِمَدُِبْنُِيََْيََِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِمَُُمَدِِبْنِِعِيسَىِعَنِْمُعَمَرِِبْنِِخَلََدٍِقاَلَِسََِ ضَاِعِيَ قُولُِليَْسَِالْعِبَادَةُ
  جَلَِِالصَوْمِِإِنَماَِالْعِبَادَةُِالتَ فَكُّرُِفِِأمَْرِِاللَِِّعَزَِوَِ

Muhammad ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa from Muammar ibn Khallad who said: 

I heard Abu AI-Hassan Al-Reza-asws saying: ‘A great deal of prayer and fasting only are not 
(everything in) worship. Worship is only in thinking about the affairs of Allah-azwj.25 

ِقاَلَِقاَلَِأَِ وِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعِقاَلَِأمَِيُِْالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِصِإِنَِبُِمَُُمَدُِبْنُِيََْيََِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِمَُُمَدٍِعَنِْإِسَْاَعِيلَِبْنِِسَهْلٍِعَنِْحَْاَدٍِعَنِْربِْعِيٍ 
 عَمَلِِبهِِِالتَ فَكُّرَِيدَْعُوِإِلَىِالْبرِ ِوَِالِْ

Muhammad ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad from lsmail ibn Sahl from Hammad from Ribi 
who has said:  

                                                      
22 Al-Kafi, Vol. 8, H. 14452 
23 Al-Kafi, Vol. 2, H. 1545                            55ِ:ِالكافِِجِ:2ِِص 
24 Al-Kafi, Vol. 2, H. 1546 
25 Al-Kafi, Vol. 2, H. 1547 
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Abu Abd Allah-asws has said that Amir-ul-Momineen-asws has said: ‘Thinking leads to virtue and 
to acting virtuously.26 

كِاملَِيوافقِفيهِقلبكِلسانكِوِيطابقِإضماركِإعلَنكِوِلنِتذكرهِلَِتذكرِالله ِسبحانهِساهياِوِلَِتنسهِلَهياِوِاذكرهِ]ذكرا[
  حقيقةِالذكرِحتَِّتنسىِنفسكِفِِذكركِوِتفقدهاِفِِأمرك

Neither do ‘Zikr’27 of Allah-azwj in drowsiness nor forget to mention Him when involved in ‘Lahu 
Lahab’ (un-Islamic pleasures), but mention Him-azwj with full concentration so that your heart 
supports what you utter from your tongue, your internal feelings are reflected by your 
gestures.  You can never do justice to His-azwj ‘Zikr’ until you forget about yourself and lose 
yourself in His-azwj Remembrance’.28   

ِيَ عْنِيِعَقْلٌِوَِقاَلَِِيََِهِشَامُِإِنَِالَلَِّتَ عَالَىِيَ قُولُِفِكِِتَابهِِِإِنَِفِِذلِكَِلَذكِْرى ٌَ كِانَِلَهُِقَ لْ وَِلَقَدِْآتَ يْناِلقُْمانَِالِْْكْمَةَِقاَلَِالْفَهْمَِِلِمَنْ
ِيَسِيٌِْوَِالْعَقْلَِيََِهِشَامُِإِنَِلقُْمَانَِقاَلَِلَِبنِْهِِتَ وَاضَعِْللِِْ ِتَكُنِْأعَْقَلَِالناَسِِوَِإِنَِالْكَيِ سَِلَدَىِالْْقَِ  نْ يَاِبَحْرٌِعَمِيقٌِقَدِْحَقِ  ِيََِبُنَيَِإِنَِالدُّ

يماَنَِوَِشِراَعُهَاِالتَ وكَُِّ كَِثِيٌِْفَ لْتَكُنِْسَفِينَ تُكَِفِيهَاِتَ قْوَىِاللَِِّوَِحَشْوُهَاِالِْْ يِ مُهَاِالْعَقْلَِوَِدَليِلُهَاِالْعِلْمَِوَِسُكَاَُّاَِِوَِق َِلََِِرقَِِفِيهَاِعَالمٌَ
ءٍِمَطِيَةًِوَِمَطِيَةُِالْعَقْلِِالتَ وَاضُعُِوَِِءٍِدَليِلًَِوَِدَليِلُِالْعَقْلِِالتَ فَكُّرُِوَِدَليِلُِالتَ فَكُّرِِالصَمْتُِوَِلِكُلِ ِشَيِْالصَبْرَِيََِهِشَامُِإِنَِلِكُلِ ِشَيِْ

ِمَاَُِّيِْتَِعَنْهُِكَفَىِبِِ ََ  كَِجَهْلًَِأنَِْتَ ركَْ

(Amir-ul-Momineen-asws said) ‘O Hisham, Allah-azwj says in His book, ‘This is a reminder for the 
ones who understand, listen, and see.’ (50:37) it means ‘Aql’ 29 . ‘‘‘We gave wisdom to 
Luqman (31:12),’ means: Allah-azwj gave Luqman Intelligence and understanding.  

‘O Hisham, Luqman said to his son: ‘Revere the Truth; you will be the most intelligent among 
men. Cleverness in the presence of Intelligence has a very small value. My son, the world is a 
very deep ocean in which many people have drowned. You must take piety before Allah-azwj 

as a ship, faith as supplies therein, ‘َِالتَ وكَُّل’ (‘Tawakkal’-trust) in Allah-azwj as the sails, intelligence 

as captain, knowledge as guide and patience as passengers’. 

‘O Hisham, for everything there is a guide. The guide for Intelligence is the ‘Taffakur’ deep 
thinking. The guide for thinking is silence. For everything there is a means of mobility. The 
means of mobility for Intelligence is humble attitude. To disobey a prohibition (of Allah-azwj) is 
enough proof of one’s ignorance’.30 

ِالْبَِ َِ كَِانَِيَ قُولُِالتَ فَكُّرُِحَيَاةُِقَ لْ كَِمَاِيَمْشِيِالْمَاشِيِفِِِالظُّلُمَاتِِبَِلنُّورِِبِحُسْنِِالتَخَلُّصِِوَِقاَلَِوَ  ِقلَِةِِالتََّبَُّصِِ.صِيِْ

                                                      
26 Al-Kafi, Vol. 2, H. 1548 
27 Mention Allahazwj, Hisazwj Names, Hisazwj Attributes, etc. 
 ِررالْكم188ِِِِِِِِِِِِِِأهميةِالذكرِوِبعضِآثَره 28
29 The property through which Allah and His Divine representatives are recognised (Hadith). 
30 Al-Kafi, Vol. 1, H. 12,   10ِ:ِِِِكتابِالعقلِوِالهلِ.....ِِص  الكاف15ِِِِِ1ِِِِِِِِ
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He-asws said: ‘And he-asws (Amir Al-Momineen-asws) was saying: ‘The pondering is a revival for 
the discerning heart, just as the walker walks in the darkness with the light with good 
organisation and little stalling’.31  

ِعَنِْإِسَْاَعِيلَِبْنِِمِهْراَنَِعَنِْأَبِِسَعِيدٍِالْقَِ مِلَاِ ِعَنِِالْْلََبِِ ِعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّ)ِعليهِالسمَِعِدَةٌِمِنِْأَصْحَابنَِاِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِمَُُمَدٍِالْبَرقِْيِ 
ِالْفَقِيهِِمَنِْلمَِْيُ قَنِ طِِال هُمِْمِنِْعَذَابِِنَِ(ِقاَلَِقاَلَِأمَِيُِْالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِ)ِعليهِالسلَمِ(ِأَِلََِأُخْبركُُمِْبَِلْفَقِيهِِحَقِ  اسَِمِنِْرَحْْةَِِاللَِِّوَِلمَِْيُ ؤْمِن ْ

َِيْْهِِِاللَِِّوَِلَمِْيُ رَخِ صِْلََمُِْفِِِمَعَاصِيِاللَِِّوَِلَمِْيَِ ِْبَةًِعَنْهُِإِلَىِ  تَّْكُِِالْقُرْآنَِرَ

A number of our companions, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Al Barqy, from Ismail Bin Mihran, from Abu Saeed 
Al Qammat, from Al Halby,  

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen-asws said: ‘Shall 
I-asws inform you all with the understanding one who is truly an understanding one? (It is) the 
one who does not despair the people from the Mercy of Allah-azwj, and does not liberate them 
from the Punishment of Allah-azwj, and does not permit for them to be in the disobedience of 
Allah-azwj, and does not neglect the Quran, turning away from it to something else. 

 عِبَادَةٍِليَْسَِفِيهَاِتَ فَكُّرٌِِأَلََِلََِخَيَِْْفِِعِلْمٍِليَْسَِفِيهِِتَ فَهُّمٌِأَلََِلََِخَيَِْْفِِِقِراَءَةٍِليَْسَِفِيهَاِتَدَب ُّرٌِأَلََِلََِخَيَِْْفِِ

Indeed! There is no goodness in a knowledge wherein there is no understanding. Indeed! 
There is no goodness in the recitation (of the Quran) wherein there is no pondering. Indeed! 
There is no goodness in a worship there being no thinking in it’.  

ب ُّرٌِأَلََِلََِخَيَِْْفِِِعِبَادَةٍِلََِفِقْهَِفِيهَاِأَلََِلََِخَيَِْْةٍِليَْسَِفِيهَاِتَدَِوَِفِِِروَِايةٍَِأخُْرَىِأَلََِلََِخَيَِْْفِِعِلْمٍِليَْسَِفِيهِِتَ فَهُّمٌِأَلََِلََِخَيَِْْفِِقِراَءَِ
 فِِنُسُكٍِلََِوَرعََِفِيهِِ.

And in another report, (He-asws said): ‘Indeed! There is no goodness in a knowledge wherein 
there is no understanding. Indeed! There is no goodness in a recitation (of the Quran) wherein 
there is no pondering. Indeed! There is no goodness in a worship there being no thinking in 
it. There is no goodness in a ritual, there being no piety in it’.32  

 

Limitation of Taffakur: 

مَدِِبْنِِمُسْلِمٍِعَنِْأَبِِجَعْفَرٍِ)ِمَُُِصْحَابنَِاِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِمَُُمَدِِبْنِِخَالِدٍِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِعَبْدِِالْْمَِيدِِعَنِِالْعَلََءِِبْنِِرَ يِنٍِعَنِْعِدَةٌِمِنِْأَِ
 ظِيمِِخَلْقِهِِ.أنَِْتَ نْظرُُواِإِلَىِعَظَمَتِهِِفاَنْظرُُواِإِلَىِعَِِعليهِالسلَمِ(ِقاَلَِإِيََكُمِْوَِالتَ فَكُّرَِفِِاللَِِّوَِلَكِنِْإِذَاِأرََدْتُِْ

A number of our companions, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Khalid, from Muhammad Bin Abdul Hameed, 
from Al A’ala Bin Razeyn, from Muhammad Bin Muslim,  

                                                      
31 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 1 H 34 
32 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 5 H 3 
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far-asws having said: ‘Beware of the pondering regarding 
Allah-azwj. But whenever you intend to look into His-azwj Magnificence, so look into the 
Magnificence of His-azwj creation’.33  

ِالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِ)ِعليهِالسلَمِ(ِاسْتَ ن ْهَضَِفَ عَاهُِإِلَىِأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّ)ِعليهِالسلَمِ(ِأنََِأمَِيَِْمَُُمَدُِبْنُِأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّوَِمَُُمَدُِبْنُِيََْيََِجَِْيعاًِرَِ
فِِِالْمَرةَِِالثاَنيَِةِِفَ لَمَاِحَشَدَِالناَسُِقاَمَِخَطِيباًِفَ قَالَِالْْمَْدُِلِلَِِّ ءٍِِلصَمَدِِالْمُتَ فَر دِِِالَذِيِلََِمِنِْشَيِْلْوَاحِدِِالَْْحَدِِااِالنَاسَِفِِِحَرْبِِمُعَاوِيةََِ

مِنْهُِكَانَِوَِلََِمِنِْشَيِْ كَِانَِقُدْرَةٌِبََنَِبِِاَِمِنَِالَْْشْيَاءِِوَِبََنَتِِالَْْشْيَاءُِ ِءٍِخَلَقَِمَا

Muhammad Bin Abu Abdullah and Muhammad Bin Yahya altogether,  

(It has been narrated) raising it to Abu Abdullah-asws that Amir Al-Momineen-asws mobilised the 
people regarding battling against Mu’awiya for the second time. So when the people 
assembled, he-asws stood to address, and he-asws said: ‘The Praise is for Allah-azwj the One, the 
First, the Samad, the Individual Who was neither from a thing nor created from a thing. He-

azwj Created what was Determined distinct from the things, and the things are distinct from 
Him-azwj.  

َِوَامِضُِمَكْنُونِِظلَُمِِالدُّجَىِوَِلََِمَاِفِِِالسَمَاوَاتِِالِْ ُِيُوبِِالَْوََاءِِوَِلََِ ءٍِعُلَىِإِلَىِالَْْرَضِيَنِالسُّفْلَىِلِكُلِ ِشَيِْلمَِْيَ عْزُبِْعَنْهُِخَفِيَاتُِ
كُِلُِّشَيِْ ِوَ ٌَ هَاِحَافِظٌِوَِرقَِي هَاِبِشَيِْمِن ْ هَاِالْوَاحِدُِالَْْحَدُِالصَمَدُِالَذِِءٍِمُُِيطٌِوَِالْمُِءٍِمِن ْ هُُِصُرُوفُِالَْْْ مَانِِحِيطُِبِاَِأَحَاَ ِمِن ْ يِلََِيُ غَيِْ 

ِوَِلََِيَ تَكَأَدُهُِصُنْعُِشَيِْ ٍَ ِوَِلََِنَصَ ٍَ كُِنِْفَكَانَِابْ تَدعََِمَاِخَلَقَِبِلََِمِثاَلٍِسَبَقَِوَِلََِتَ عَ كَِانَِإِنَماَِقاَلَِلِمَاِشَاءَ ءٍِكُِلُِّصَانعِِِشَيِْوَِءٍ
 ءٍِصَنَعَِمَاِخَلَقَِءٍِصَنَعَِوَِالَلُِّلََِمِنِْشَيِْفَمِنِْشَيِْ

They do not escape from Him-azwj, the unseen secrets of the atmosphere, nor the inner-most 
mysteries of the dark obscurities, nor whatever is in the high skies to the lowest firmaments. 
For everything from these is a Preserves and a Guard, and from everything from these is 
encompassed by a thing. And the encompassed is with what it has been encompassed with 
by the One, the First, the Samad, Whom the times do not change, nor did the Making of things 
overburden Him-azwj. But rather He-azwj Said to whatever He-azwj so Desired: “Be!”, so it came 
into being. He-azwj Initiated what He-azwj Created without a preceding example, nor exhaustion, 
nor toil. And every maker makes something, so it is from something that he makes, and Allah-

azwj Makes a thing, not from a thing.  

خَلَقَِوَِخَلَقَِمَاِعَلِمَِِاِخَلَقَِاكْتَ فَىِعَلِمَِمَافَسُبْحَانَِالَذِيِلََِيَ ئُودُهُِخَلْقُِمَاِابْ تَدَأَِوَِلََِتَدْبِيُِْمَاِبَ رَأَِوَِلََِمِنِْعَجْزٍِوَِلََِمِنِْفَتَّْةٍَِبَِِِ
يَُْلُقِْلَكِنِْقَضَاءٌِ هَةٍِدَخَلَتِْعَلَيْهِِفِيمَاِلمَِْ قَنٌِِلََِبَِلتَ فْكِيِِْفِِِعِلْمٍِحَادِثٍِأَصَابَِمَاِخَلَقَِوَِلََِشُب ْ  مُبْرمٌَِوَِعِلْمٌِمُُْكَمٌِوَِأمَْرٌِمُت ْ

So, Glorious is the One-azwj Whom did not Tire, the Creation of what He-azwj Began, nor the 
Management what He-azwj Created, nor from frustration, nor from an interval. He-azwj Suffices 
with whatever He-azwj Created, Knows what He-azwj Created and Creates what He-azwj Knows, 
not by the pondering regarding the newly occurred knowledge of what He-azwj Created, nor 

                                                      
33 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book Of Tawheed (Oneness of Allahazwj) CH 8 H 7 
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does doubt enter upon Him-azwj with regards to what He-azwj did not Create. But, (it is) an 
unchanging Judgment, and Wise Knowledge, and a Convincing Command (an extract).34 

 

Taffakur is like a Light in the Darkness: 

ِعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعَنِْآبََئهِِِ)ِعليهم ِعَنِِالسَكُونِ ِ ِبْنُِإِبْ راَهِيمَِعَنِْأبَيِهِِعَنِِالنَ وْفلَِيِ  لسلَمِ(ِقاَلَِقاَلَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّ)ِصلىِاللهِعليهِاِعَلِيُّ
نَ هَارَِوَِالشَمْسَِوَِالْقَمَرَِيُ بْلِياَنِِِتُمِْعَلَىِظَهْرِِسَفَرٍِوَِالسَيُِْْبِكُمِْسَريِعٌِوَِقَدِْرأَيَْ تُمُِاللَيْلَِوَِالوآلهِ(ِأيَ ُّهَاِالنَاسُِإِنَكُمِْفِِِدَارِِهُدْنةٍَِوَِأنَ ِْ

كُِلَِبعَِيدٍِوَِيََتْيَِانِِبِكُلِ ِمَوْعُودٍِفَأَعِدُّواِالْهََاَ ِلبُِ عْدِِالْمَجَا ِِ ِكُلَِجَدِيدٍِوَِيُ قَر بََِنِ

Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, from Al Nowfaly, from Al Sakuny,  

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah-asws, from his-asws forefathers-asws having said: 
‘Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘O you people! You are in a house of truce, and you are upon the back 
of a journey and the travel is quick with you, and you have seen the night and the day, and 
the sun and the moon turning every new (thing) into old, and every remote (thing) to be close 
by, and every promised (thing) has come up, therefore prepare the ship (of life) for the long 
passageway’.  

كَِقِطَعِِاللَيْلِِطاَعٍِفإَِِقاَلَِفَ قَامَِالْمِقْدَادُِبْنُِالَْْسْوَدِِفَ قَالَِيََِرَسُولَِاللَِِّوَِمَاِدَارُِالَْدُْنةَِِقاَلَِدَارُِبَلََغٍِوَِانْقِِ ُ ََ ذَاِالْتَ بَسَتِْعَلَيْكُمُِالْفِ
خَلْفَهُِسَاقهَُِإِلَىِالناَرِِوَِهُوَِِقُرْآنِِفإَِنهَُِشَافِعٌِمُشَفَعٌِوَِمَاحِلٌِمُصَدَقٌِوَِمَنِْجَعَلَهُِأمََامَهُِقاَدَهُِإِلَىِالْنََةِِوَِمَنِْجَعَلَهُِالْمُظْلِمِِفَ عَلَيْكُمِْبَِلِْ

ِعَلَىِخَيِِْْسَبِيلٍِ  الدَليِلُِيدَُلُّ

So Al-Miqdad Bin al-Aswad-ra arose and said, ‘O Rasool-Allah-saww! And what is the house of 
truce?’ He-saww said: ‘A house of communication and interruption. So when the strife confuses 
upon you like the interruption of the dark night, so upon you is to be with the Quran, for it is 
an interceder who would be interceded with, and an inviter who would be ratified; and the 
one who makes it to be in front of him, it would Guide him to the Paradise, and the one who 
makes it to be behind him, it would usher him into the Fire, and it is a pointer upon the best 
way. 

كِِتَابٌِفِيهِِتَ فْصِيلٌِوَِبَ يَانٌِوَِتََْصِيلٌِوَِهُوَِالْفَصْلُِليَْسَِبَِلَْزَْلِِوَِلَِ نُهُِعِلْمٌِظاَهِرهُُِأنَيِقٌِوَِهُِظَهْرٌِوَِبطَْنٌِوَِهُوَ َِ ِفَظاَهِرهُُِحُكْمٌِوَِبََ
َِراَئبُِهُِ لَىِ نُهُِعَمِيقٌِلَهُِنُُُومٌِوَِعَلَىِنُُُومِهِِنُُُومٌِلََِتَُْصَىِعَجَائبُِهُِوَِلََِتُ ب ْ َِ  بََ

And it is a Book wherein is detail, and explanation, and achievement, and it is the detail not 
being with the amusement; and for it there is an apparent and a hidden (meaning). So it’s 
apparent is wisdom, and its hidden is knowledge. Its apparent is profound, and its hidden is 
bottomless. There are luminaries for it, and upon its luminaries, are (more) luminaries. 
Neither can its wonderments be counted nor do its marvels wear out.  
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ِهُِوَِلْيُ بْلِِرَِفِيهِِمَصَابيِحُِالَْدَُىِوَِمَنَارُِالِْْكْمَةِِوَِدَليِلٌِعَلَىِالْمَعْرفَِةِِلِمَنِْعَرَفَِالصِ فَةَِفَ لْيَجْلُِجَالٍِبَصَِ ٍَ ِمِنِْعَطَ ُُ غِِالصِ فَةَِنظََرهَُِيَ نْ
كَِمَاِيَمْشِيِالْمُسْتَنِيُِْفِِِالظُّلُمَاتِِبَِلنُّ ِالْبَصِيِْ َِ ِفإَِنَِالتَ فَكُّرَِحَيَاةُِقَ لْ ٍَ  .خَلُّصِِوَِقِلَةِِالتََّبَُّصِِورِِفَ عَلَيْكُمِْبِحُسْنِِالتَِوَِيَ تَخَلَصِْمِنِْنَشَ

Therein are lanterns of guidance, and minarets of wisdom, and it evidences upon the 
recognition to the one-asws who understands the capacity, so it brightens the brightness of his 
insight and lets his look reach the capacity. It rescues from the corruption and finishes off 
from the entanglements, for the pondering is a revival of the heart of insight just as the 
enlightened one walks in the darkness with the light. Therefore, it is upon you with the 
excellent sincerity and without having second thoughts’.35  

بْنَِِ يْدٍِعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّ)ِمَُُمَدُِبْنُِيََْيََِ ليهِالسلَمِ(ِقاَلَِإِنَِهَذَاِالْقُرْآنَِععَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِمَُُمَدٍِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِأَحَْْدَِبْنِِيََْيََِعَنَِْلَْحَةَِ
كَِمَاِيَمْشِيِالْمُسْتَنِيُِْفِِِيَاءِِنظَرَهَُِفإَِنَِالتَ فَكُِّفِيهِِمَنَارُِالَْدَُىِوَِمَصَابيِحُِالدُّجَىِفَ لْيَجْلُِجَالٍِبَصَرَهُِوَِيَ فْتَحُِللِض ِِ ِالْبَصِيِْ َِ رَِحَيَاةُِقَ لْ

 الظُّلُمَاتِِبَِلنُّورِِ.

Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Muhammad Bin Ahmad Bin Yahya, from Talha Bin 
Zayd,  

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘This Quran, in it are minarets of 
guidance, and lanterns for the darkness. So let him brighten the brightness of his vision and 

open his vision for the illumination, for the pondering is a revival for the insight of ‘َِِ  ’قَ لْ
(wisdom sometimes also translated as the heart) just as the enlightened one would walk in 

  the darkness with the light’.36 ’فِِالظُّلُمَاتِِبَِلنُّورِِ‘

ِعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعِقاَلَِِ ِعَنِِالسَكُونِ ِ ِعَنِْأبَيِهِِعَنِِالنَوْفلَِيِ  نَ بِ هِْبَِلتَفَكُّرِِقَ لْبَكَِوَِجَافِِِؤْمِنِيَنِعِيَ قُولُِكَانَِأمَِيُِْالْمُِالكافِِعَنِْعَلِيٍ 
 .عَنِِالليَْلِِجَنْبَكَِوَِاتَقِِالَلَِّربََكَِ

(The book) ‘Al-Kafi’ – from Ali, from his father, from Al Nowafly, from Al Sakuny,  

‘From Abu Abdullah--asws having said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen--asws had said: ‘Inform your heart 
with the contemplation (think deep and at length) and forsake (sacrifice) your sides (sleeping) 
in the night, and fear Allah--azwj, your Lord--azwj’’.37 

ِعَنِِالْبَزَِ ِعَنِْبَ عْضِِرجَِالهِِِعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعِقاَلَ:الكافِِعَنِِالْعِدَةِِعَنِِالْبَرقِْيِ   .ضَلُِالْعِبَادَةِِإِدْمَانُِالتَفَكُّرِِفِِِاللَِِّوَِفِِقُدْرتَهِِِأفَِِْنْطِيِ 

(The book) ‘Al-Kafi’ – from the number, from Al Barqy, from Al BAzanty, from one of his men,  

‘From Abu Abdullah--asws having said: ‘The superior worship is being habitual of the 
contemplation regarding Allah--azwj and regarding His--azwj Power’’.38 

                                                      
35 Al Kafi V 2 – The Book Of Merits of the Quran CH 1 H 2 
36 Al Kafi V 2 – The Book Of Merits of the Quran CH 1 H 5 
37 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 80 H 1 
38 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 80 H 3 
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ِ.تَ فَكَرُواِفِِِآلََءِِاللَِِّفإَِنَكُمِْلَنِْتَ قْدِرُواِقَدْرَهُِِفَ قَدِْرُوِيَِعَنِِالنَبِِ ِصِأنَهَُِقاَلَ:ِبيان:

Explanation – It is reported from the Prophet--saww having said: ‘Contemplate regarding the 
Favours of Allah--azwj, for you will never appreciate its Worth’’. 

كَِثْرَةَِالصَلََةِِوَِتُِأَبََِالَْْسَنِِالر ضَِاِعِي َِسَألَِِْالكافِِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِيََْيََِعَنِِابْنِِعِيسَىِعَنِْمُعَمَرِِبْنِِخَلََدٍِقاَلَ: قُولُِليَْسَِالْعِبَادَةُ
 .الصَوْمِِإِنَماَِالْعِبَادَةُِالتَفَكُّرُِفِِِأمَْرِِاللَِِّعَزَِوَِجَلَِ

(The book) ‘Al-Kafi’ – from Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Ibn Isa, from Muammar Bin Khallad who said,  

‘I asked (heard) Abu Al-Hassan Al-Reza--asws saying: ‘The worship isn’t frequency of the Salat 
and the fasts, but rather the worship is the contemplation regarding the Command of Allah--

azwj Mighty and Majestic’’.39 

عَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّالخصالِابْنُِالْوَليِدِِعَنِِالصَفَا كَانَِأَكْثَرُِعِبَادَةِِِِِعِقاَلَ:رِِعَنِِابْنِِهَاشِمٍِعَنِْيََْيََِبْنِِأَبِِعِمْراَنَِعَنِْيوُنُسَِعَمَنِْرَوَاهُِ
ِرَحْْةَُِاللَِِّعَلَيْهِِالتَفَكُّرَِوَِالَِعْتِبَارَ.  أَبِِذَرٍ 

(The book) ‘Al Khisaal’ – Ibn Al Waleed, from Al Saffar, from Ibn Hashim, from Yahya Bin Abu Imran, from Yunus, 
from the one who reported it,  

‘From Abu Abdullah--asws having said: ‘Most of the worship by Abu Zarr-ra, May Allah--azwj have 
Mercy upon him-ra, was the contemplation and learning the lesson’’.40 

وََلَِاَ.َُِّ،َُِِّالبلَِة ِِ  إِنَِالْْمُُورَِإِذَاِاشْتَبَهَتِْاعْتُبرَِآخِرُهَاِ

(The book) ‘Nahj Al Balagah’ –  

‘When the matters are mixed up, then take a lesson for its latter ones with (reference to) its 
former ones’’.41 

 .اعْتَبَرَِأبَْصَرَِوَِمَنِْأبَْصَرَِفَهِمَِوَِمَنِْفَهِمَِعَلِمَِِمَنِِِوَِقاَلَِعِ-

And he--asws said: ‘One who takes a lesson, (becomes) insightful, and one who is insightful, 
understands, and one who understands, knows’’.42 

 الَِعْتِبَارَ.ِمَاِأَكْثرََِالْعِبَرَِوَِأقََلَِِوَِقاَلَِعِ-

And he--asws said: ‘How plenty are the lessons, and few are the learners’’.43 

                                                      
39 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 80 H 4 
40 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 80 H 6 
41 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 80 H 25 a 
42 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 80 H 25 b 
43 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 80 H 25 c 
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كَِرهِْتَهُِلغَِيِِِْْوَِقاَلَِعِ- كَِفَىِأدََبًَِلنَِفْسِكَِتَََنُّبُكَِمَا  .كَِالْفِكْرُِمِرْآةٌِصَافِيَةٌِوَِالَِعْتِبَارُِمُنْذِرٌِنََصِحٌِوَ

And he--asws said: ‘The contemplation is a clear mirror, and taking the lesson is a warner, an 
adviser, and it suffices as an education for yourself to shun what you dislike for others’’.44 

ِمُصْحَفُِالْبَصَرِ.ِوَِقاَلَِعِ- َُ  الْقَلْ

And he--asws said: ‘The heart is a book of insight’’.45 

كَِانَِفإَِنَِالُْْمُورَِأَشْبَاهٌِوَِلََِتَكُوننََِمِنَِْلََِِوَِقاَلَِعِفِِوَصِيتَِهِِللِْحَسَنِِعِ- ِقَدْ ِإِلََِإِذَاِاسْتَدِلَِعَلَىِمَاِلمَِْيَكُنِْبِاَ ِتَ نْفَعُهُِالْعِظةَُ
 .لَْْدَبِِوَِالْبَهَائمَِِلََِتَ تَعِظُِإِلََِبَِلضَرْبِِبََلَغْتَِفِِإيِلََمِهِِفإَِنَِالْعَاقِلَِيَ تَعِظُِبَِِ

And he--asws said in his--asws bequest to Al-Hassan--asws: ‘Be pointed upon what has not 
happened (yet) with what has (already) happened, for the affairs are similar, and do not be 
from the ones the preaching does not benefit, except if there is too much in its pain, for the 
intellectual takes preaching with the education while the beasts do not take preaching except 
by the beating’’.46 

ِقاَلَِقاَلَِرَسُِ ِسَاعَةٌِيُ نَاجِيِفِيهَاِربَهَُِعَلَىِالْعَاقِلِِأنَِْيَكُونَِلَهُِثَلََثُِسَاعَاتٍِِولُِاللَِِّصمعانِالْخبارِل،ِالخصالِفِِِخَبَرِِأَبِِذَرٍ 
ِفِيهَاِنَ فْسَهُِوَِسَاعَةٌِيَ تَفَكَرُِفِيمَاِصَنَعَِالَلُِّعَزَِوَِجَلَِإِليَْهِِوَِسَِ َُ ِن َِعَزَِوَِجَلَِوَِسَاعَةٌِيََُاسِ  .فْسِهِِمِنَِالَْْلََلِِاعَةٌِيَُْلُوِفِيهَاِبِحَظِ 

(The book) ‘Ma’any Al Akhbar’, (and) ‘Al Khisaal’ –  

‘In a Hadeeth by Abu Zarr-ra, he-ra said, ‘Rasool-Allah--saww said: ‘Upon the intellectual is that 
there happen to be three timings for him – a time during which he whispers to his Lord--azwj 
Mighty and Majestic, and a time during which he reckons himself, and a time he contemplates 
regarding what Allah--azwj Mighty and Majestic has Done to him, and a timing he is alone during 
it with a share of himself from the Permissible (activity)’’.47 

 

Pondering of Amir-ul-Momineen-asws: 

ِبْنُِمَُُمَدٍِعَنِْعَبْدِِاللَِِّبْنِِمَُُمَدِِبْنِِخَالِدٍِقاَلَِحَدَثَنِيِمُنْذِرُِبْنُِمَُُمَدِِبْنِِقاَبوُسَِ ِعَِِعَلِيُّ نِْمَنْصُورِِبْنِِالسِ نْدِيِ ِعَنِْأَبِِدَاوُدَِالْمُسْتََِّقِ 
بِْ ِالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِ)ِعليهِالسلَمِ(ِفَ وَجَدْتهُُِنِِمَيْمُونٍِعَنِْمَالِكٍِالْهَُنِيِ ِعَنِِالْْاَرِثِِبْنِِالْمُغِيْةَِِعَنِِالَْْصْبَغِِبْنِِنُ بَاتةََِقاَلَِأتََ يْتُِأمَِيَِْعَنِْثَ عْلَبَةَِ

راًِيَ نْكُتُِفِِِالَْْرْضِِفَ قُلْتُِيََِأمَِيَِْالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِمَاِلِِأرََِ ِْبَِمُتَ فَكِ  راًِتَ نْكُتُِفِِِالَْْرْضِِأَِرَ  ةًِمِنْكَِفِيهَاِاكَِمُتَ فَكِ 

                                                      
44 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 80 H 25 d 
45 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 80 H 25 e 
46 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 80 H 25 f 
47 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 80 H 7 
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Ali Bin Muhammad, from Abdullah Bin Muhammad Bin Khalid who said, ‘Munzir Bin Muhammad Bin Qabous 
narrated to me, from Mansour Bin Al Sindy, from Abu Dawood Al Mustariq, from Sa’alba Bin Maymoun, from 
Malik Al Juhny, from Al Haris Bin Al Mugheira, from Al Asbagh Bin Nubata who said,  

‘I went over to Amir Al-Momineen-asws, and I found him-asws pondering, making markings in 
the ground. So I said, ‘O Amir Al Momineen-asws! What is the matter I see you-asws pondering, 
making markings in the ground? Is there a desire from you-asws with regards to it?’  

ِفَكَرْتُِفِِمَوْلُودٍِيَكُونُِمِِ نْ يَاِيَ وْماًِقَطُِّوَِلَكِنيِ  مَاِرَِِبْتُِفِيهَاِوَِلََِفِِالدُّ عَشَرَِمِنِْوُلْدِيِهُوَِالْمَهْدِيُِِِّظَهْريِِالْْاَدِيَِنِْفَ قَالَِلََِوَِاللَِِّ
بَةٌِوَِحَيْْةٌَِيَضِلُِّفِي َِي ْ كَِمَاِمُلِئَتِْجَوْراًِوَِظلُْماًِتَكُونُِلَهُِ  اِأقَْ وَامٌِوَِيَ هْتَدِيِفِيهَاِآخَرُونَِهَِالَذِيِيَمْلََُِالَْْرْضَِعَدْلًَِوَِقِسْطاً

So he-asws said: ‘No, by Allah-azwj! I-asws have not desired with regards to it nor regarding the 
world even for a day, at all! But, I-asws am thinking regarding the birth. which would occur from 
my-asws back, the eleventh from my-asws sons-asws. He-asws is the Mahdi who would fill the earth 
with justice and equity just as it was filled with tyranny and injustice. An absence (Occultation) 
would occur for him-asws and confusion wherein groups of people would stray, and others 
would be Guided during it’.  

كَِمِْتَكُونُِ بَةُِقاَلَِسِتَةَِأيَََمٍِأوَِْسِتَةَِأَشْهُرٍِأوَِْسِتَِسِنِيَنِِفَ قُلْتُِيََِأمَِيَِْالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِوَ  الَْْيْْةَُِوَِالْغَي ْ

So I said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen-asws! And how much would the confusion and the Occultation 
happen to be?’ He-asws said: ‘(It could be) six days, or six months, or six years’.  

كَِمَاِأنَهَُِمََْلُوقٌِوَِأَنََِّلَكَِبِِذََاِالْْمَْرِِيََِأَصْبَغُِأوُلئَِِ  خِيَارُِهَذِهِِالْْمَُةِِمَعَِخِيَارِِأبَْ راَرِِهَذِهِِالْعِتَّْةَِِِكَِفَ قُلْتُِوَِإِنَِهَذَاِلَكَائنٌِِفَ قَالَِنَ عَمْ

So I said, ‘And this would be happening?’ So he-asws said: ‘Yes, just as he-asws would be Created, 
and in what way is for you with this matter? O Asbagh! They (The Momineen of that time) 
would be the best of this community along with the best of the righteous ones of this family-

asws’.  

َِايََتٍِوَََِِِِّفَ قُلْتُِثَُُِ  ايََتِِ.مَاِيَكُونُِبَ عْدَِذَلِكَِفَ قَالَِثَُُِيَ فْعَلُِالَلُِّمَاِيَشَاءُِفإَِنَِلَهُِبدََاءاَتٍِوَِإِراَدَاتٍِوَِ

So I said, ‘The what would happen after that?’ So he-asws said: ‘Then Allah-azwj would do 
whatever He-azwj so Desires, for there are Changes of Decisions for Him-azwj, and the Intentions, 
and purposes and end results’.48 

 

Lessons from Past by Pondering: 

ِبْنُِإبِْ راَهِيمَِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِعِيسَىِعَنِْيوُنُسَِرَفَ عَهُِقاَلَِقاَلَِأمَِيُِْالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِ)ِعليهِالسلَم نوُبِِوَِِ(ِعَلِيُّ لََِوَجَعَِأوَْجَعُِللِْقُلُوبِِمِنَِالذُّ
كَِفَىِبَِلْمَوْتِِوَاعِظاًِ. كَِفَىِبِاَِسَلَفَِتَ فَكُّراًِوَ  لََِخَوْفَِأَشَدُِّمِنَِالْمَوْتِِوَ

                                                      
48 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book Of Divine Authority CH 80 H 7 
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Ali Bin Ibrahim, from Muhammad Bin Isa, from Yunus, raising it, said,  

‘Amir Al-Momineen-asws said: ‘There is no pain more painful to the hearts than the (accounting 
of the) sins, and there is no fear more intense than (fear of) the death, and suffice with what 
is past for pondering, and suffice with the death as a preaching’.49  

 

Those who don’t Ponder: 

ِرَفَ عَهُِعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّ)ِعليهِالسلَمِ(ِقاَلَِقَِالُِْْ ِبْنُِمَُُمَدٍِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِأَحَْْدَِالنَ هْدِيِ  لَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّ)ِصلىِاللهِعليهِوآلهِ(ِاسَيْنُ
مَاِاسْتُكْرهُِواِعَلَيْهِِوَِالطِ يَْةَُِوَِِمَاِلََِيطُِيقُونَِوَِمَاِاضْطرُُّواِإِليَْهِِوَِوُضِعَِعَنِْأمَُتِِِتِسْعُِخِصَالٍِالْخطَأَُِوَِالنِ سْيَانِِوَِمَاِلََِيَ عْلَمُونَِوَِ
 الْوَسْوَسَةُِفِِالتَ فَكُّرِِفِِالْخلَْقِِوَِالَْْسَدُِمَاِلَمِْيظُْهِرِْبلِِسَانٍِأوَِْيدٍَِ.

Al-Husayn Bin Muhammad, from Muhammad Bin Ahmad Al Nahdy, raising it,  

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘Nine 
characteristics have been Dropped from my-saww community – the mistake, and the 
forgetfulness, and what they are not knowing, and what they are not enduring, and what they 
are desperate to, and what they are compelled upon, and the evil omen, and the uncertainty 
in the pondering in the creation, and the envy what is not made apparent either by the tongue 
or the hand’.50  

  

                                                      
49 Al Kafi V 2 – The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 111 H 28 
50 Al Kafi V 2 – The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 207 H 2 
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APPENDIX I 

Holy Verse on Taffakur and Taddabar 

Allah-azwj has Commanded believers in several places in the Holy Quran to ponder (deep 
thinking) over Holy Signs: for example (for Tafseer of these Verses, please visit 

https://www.hubeali.com/tafseerhubeali/: 

وَمَنَافِعُِللِنَاسِِوَإِثمُِِْۖ  يَسْألَُونَكَِعَنِِالْخمَْرِِوَالْمَيْسِرِِ مِنِْنَ فْعِهِمَاِقُلِْفِيهِمَاِإِثٌُْكَِبِيٌِْ أَكْبَرُِ ِۖ  هُمَاِ
يُ نْفِقُونَِقُلِِالْعَفْوَِ ُِالَلُِّلَكُمُِالْْيََتِِلَِِِۖ  وَيَسْألَُونَكَِمَاذَاِ لِكَِيُ بَينِ  ِ{219لَكُمِْتَ تَ فَكَرُونَِ}عَِكَذََٰ

They are asking you about the wine and the gambling. Say: ‘In both of these is a grave sin 
and benefit for the people, and their sin is greater than their profit’. And they are asking 
you what they should be spending. Say: ‘The surplus’. Like that, Allah Clarifies the Verses 
for you, perhaps you would be pondering [2:219] 

ِفِي ِلَهُ ِالََّْْْاَرُ ِتََْتِهَا ِمِنْ ِوَأَعْنَابٍِتََْريِ ِنََِيلٍ ِمِنْ ِجَنَةٌ ِلهَُ ِتَكُونَ ِأَنْ ِأَحَدكُُمْ كُِلِ ِأيََ وَدُّ ِمِنْ هَا
فأََصَابَِاَِإِعْصَارٌِفِيهِِنََرٌِفاَحِْالثَمَرَاتِِوَأَصَابهَُِالِْ ُِالَلُِِِّۖ  تََّقََتِْكِبَرُِوَلهَُِذُر يِةٌَِضُعَفَاءُِ لِكَِيُ بَينِ  كَذََٰ

ِ{266لَكُمُِالْْيََتِِلَعَلَكُمِْتَ تَ فَكَرُونَِ}
Would one of you like that there should happen to be a garden for him, of palm tree, and 
grape vines, the rivers flowing beneath it; for him in it to be every (kind of) fruit, and old 
age hits him, and for him are weak offspring. Then a tornado in which is fire, hits it, so it 
gets incinerated. Like that, Allah Clarifies the Signs for you, perhaps you would be pondering 
[2:266] 

ِجُنُوبِِِمِْوَيَ تَ فَكَرُونَِفِِخَلْقِِالسَمَاوَاتِِ ِوَالَْْرْضِِربََ نَاِمَاِالَذِينَِيَذْكُرُونَِالَلَِّقِيَامًاِوَقُ عُودًاِوَعَلَىَٰ
{ِ ِالنَارِ ِعَذَابَ ِفَقِنَا ِسُبْحَانَكَ َِلًَ ِبََ ذَا ِإِنَكَِ {191خَلَقْتَِهََٰ ِفَ قَدِْربََ نَا ِالنَارَ ِتُدْخِلِ مَنْ

 {192وَمَاِللِظاَلِمِيَنِمِنِْأنَْصَارٍِ}ِۚ  أَخْزَيْ تَهُِ
Those who are recalling Allah standing and sitting and (lying) on their sides and are thinking 
regarding the Creation of the skies and the earth: ‘Our Lord! You have not Created this in 
vain! Glory be to You; Save us then from Punishment of the Fire [3:191] Our Lord! The one 
whom you enter into the Fire so You have Disgraced him, and for the unjust there will not 
be anyone from the helpers [3:192] 

https://www.hubeali.com/tafseerhubeali/
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ِمَلَكٌِِۖإِِقُلِْلََِأقَُولُِلَكُمِْ ِوَلََِأقَُولُِلَكُمِْإِن ِ ََ نِْأتَبَِعُِإِلََِمَاِعِنْدِيِخَزَائِنُِاللَِِّوَلََِأعَْلَمُِالْغَيْ
ِوَالْبَصِيُِِْۚأفََلََِتَ تَ فَكَرُونَِ} ِإِلََِِِۚقُلِْهَلِْيَسْتَوِيِالَْْعْمَىَٰ ِ {50يوُحَىَٰ

Say: ‘I am not saying to you all there are treasures of Allah with me nor do I know the 
unseen, nor am I saying to you I am an Angel. Surely I follow only what is Revealed unto 
me’. Say: ‘Are they alike, the blind and the seeing one? Are you not thinking?’ [6:50] 

ِوَلََِٰ ِبِِاَ نَاِلَرَفَ عْنَاهُ ِوَلَوِْشِئ ْ ِأَخْلَدَِإِلَىِالَْْرْضِِوَاتَ بَعَِهَوَاهُ ِإِنِْتََْمِلِِْۖ  كِنَهُ َِ كَِمَثَلِِالْكَلْ فَمَثَ لُهُ
ِيَ لْهَثِْ ِتَتَّْكُْهُ ِيَ لْهَثِْأَوْ ِبِِيََتِِِۖ  عَلَيْهِ كَِذَبوُا ِالَذِينَ لِكَِمَثَلُِالْقَوْمِ ِذََٰ فاَقْصُصِِالْقَصَصَِِۖ  نَا

 {176لَعَلَهُمِْيَ تَ فَكَرُونَِ}
And hade We so Desired, We would have Raised him with these, but he adhered to the 
ground and followed his whims. So his example is like the dog, if you attack upon him he 
lolls out his tongue, or if you leave him, he lolls out his tongue. That is an example of the 
people who belied Our Signs, therefore relate the story, perhaps they would be pondering 
[7:176] 

 {184إِنِْهُوَِإِلََِنَذِيرٌِمُبِيٌنِ}ِۖ  مَاِبِصَاحِبِهِمِْمِنِْجِنَةٍِِۖ  أَوَلَمِْيَ تَ فَكَرُواِ
Or are they not thinking that there is no insanity with their companion? Surely, he is only a 
clear warner [7:184] 

ِيََِْ ِالَْْرْضِِمِاَ ِنَ بَاتُ ِبهِِ ِفاَخْتَ لَطَ ِالسَمَاءِ ِمِنَ ِأنَْ زَلْنَاهُ كَِمَاءٍ نْ يَا ِالدُّ ِالْْيََاةِ ِمَثَلُ ِالنَاسُِإِنَماَ كُلُ
ِإِذَاِأَخَذَتِِالَْْرْضُُِ خْرفَُ هَِ هَاِأتََاهَاِأمَْرُنََِاِوَا يََ نَتِْوَظَنَِأهَْلُهَاِأَََّمُِْقَِوَالْْنَْ عَامُِحَتَََّٰ ادِرُونَِعَلَي ْ

لِكَِنُ فَصِ لُِالْْيََتِِلقَِوْمٍِ كَِذََٰ كَِأَنِْلمَِْتَ غْنَِبَِلْْمَْسِِۚ ِفَجَعَلْنَاهَاِحَصِيدًا ََِّاَراً ِيَ تَ فَكَرُونَِليَْلًَِأوَْ
{24}ِ

But rather, an example of the life of the world is like water We Send down from the sky. So 
it mingles with the vegetation of the earth from what the people and the animals eat, until 
when earth takes its garnish and its adornment, and its people think they are able upon it, 
Our Command come to it at night or by day, and We Make it mowed down as if it had not 
flourished the day before. Like that, We Detail the Signs for a people who are pondering 
[10:24] 
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كُِلِ ِال ِِۖثَمَرَاوَهُوَِالَذِيِمَدَِالَْْرْضَِوَجَعَلَِفِيهَاِرَوَاسِيَِوَأََّْاَراًِِۖوَمِنْ ِاثْ نَيْنِ تِِجَعَلَِفِيهَاَِ وْجَيْنِ
لِكَِلَْيََتٍِلقَِوْمٍِيَ تَ فَكَرُونَِ}  {3يُ غْشِيِاللَيْلَِالنَ هَارَِِۚإِنَِفِِذََٰ

And He is the One Who Extended the earth and Made therein mountains and rivers. And 
from each of the fruits He Made two pairs in these. He Makes the night to cover the day. 
Surely in that are Signs for a people who ponder [13:3] 

لِكَِلَْيَِ ِإِنَِفِِذََٰ ِالثَمَراَتِِۗ كُِلِ  ِوَالَْْعْنَابَِوَمِنْ ِوَالنَخِيلَ ِوَالزيَْ تُونَ ِالزَرعَْ ِبهِِ ِيَ تَ فَكَرُوِةًِيُ نْبِتُِلَكُمْ نَِِلقَِوْمٍ
{11} 

With it He Grows for you the crops, and the olives, and the palm trees, and the grapes, and 
from all fruits. Surely in that is a Sign for a people who ponder [16:11] 

لِكَِلَِْوَسَخَرَِلَكُمُِاللَيْلَِوَالنَ هَارَِوَالشَمْسَِوَالْقَمَرَِِۖوَالنُّجُومُِمُسَِ ِِۗإِنَِفِِذََٰ مَْرهِِ ِِ   {12يََتٍِلِقَوْمٍِيَ عْقِلُونَِ}خَرَاتٌِ

And He Made subservient for you the night, and the day, and the sun, and the moon; and 
the stars are made subservient by His Command. Surely there are signs in this for a people 
who use their intellects [16:12] 

ِللِنَاسِِمَاِنُ ز لَِِإِليَْهِمِْوَلَعَلَهُِ َ ِ{44مِْيَ تَ فَكَرُونَِ}بَِلْبَ يِ نَاتِِوَالزُّبرُِِِۗوَأنَْ زَلْنَاِإلِيَْكَِالذ كِْرَِلتُِ بَينِ 
With the clear proofs and the Scriptures, and We Sent the Reminder to you in order to clarify 
to the people what has been Sent to them, and perhaps they would be thinking [16:44] 

كُِلِ ِالثَمَرَاتِِفاَسْلُكِيِسُبُلَِربَِ كِِذُلُلًَِِۚيَُْرجُُِمِنِْبُطُوَِّاَِشَرَابٌِمَُْتَِ كُِلِيِمِنْ لِفٌِألَْوَانهُُِفِيهِِثَُُ
لِكَِلَْيةًَِلقَِوْمٍِيَ تَ فَكَرُونَِ}ِشِفَاءٌِللِنَاسِِِۗإِنَِ  {69فِِذََٰ

Then eat from all the fruits and travel the Way of your Lord submissively’. There comes out 
from their bellies a drink of different colours wherein is healing for the people. Surely in that 
there is a Sign for a thinking people” [16:69] 

ِ نَ هُمَِِۚ  أَوَلمَِْيَ تَ فَكَرُواِفِِأنَْ فُسِهِمْ ِبَ ي ْ ِالَلُِّالسَمَاوَاتِِوَالَْْرْضَِوَمَا ِخَلَقَ ِوَأَجَلٍِمَا ِبَِلَْْقِ  ِإِلََ ا
كَِثِيْاًِمِنَِالنَاسِِبلِِقَاءِِرَبِِ ِمِْلَكَافِرُونَِ}ِۚ  مُسَمًّىِ ِ{8وَإِنَ

Or do they not reflect within themselves? Allah did not Create the skies and the earth and 
what is between the two except with the Truth, and for a specified term, and surely most of 
the people are deniers of the meeting with their Lord [30:8] 
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نَكُمِْمَِِوَمِنِْآيََتهِِِأَنِْخَلَقَِ هَاِوَجَعَلَِبَ ي ْ إِنَِِۚ  وَدَةًِوَرَحْْةًَِلَكُمِْمِنِْأنَْ فُسِكُمِْأَْ وَاجًاِلتَِسْكُنُواِإِليَ ْ
لِكَِلَْيََتٍِلقَِوْمٍِيَ تَ فَكَرُونَِ} ِ{21فِِذََٰ

And from His Signs is that He Created for you spouses from yourselves that you may find 
rest in them, and He Made cordiality and mercy to be between you. Surely, in that there are 
Signs for a people who ponder [30:21] 

أعَِظُكُمِْبِوَاحِدَةٍِ ِثَُُِتَ تَ فَكَرُواِِۚ  قُلِْإِنَماَِ ِِمَثْنَىَِٰوَفُ راَدَىَٰ للَِّ بِصَاحِبِكُمِْمِنِْجِنَةٍِِۚ  أَنِْتَ قُومُواِ ِۚ  ِمَاِ
ِيَدَيِْعَذَابٍِشَدِيدٍِ}  {46إِنِْهُوَِإِلََِنَذِيرٌِلَكُمِْبَيْنَ

Say: ‘But rather, I preach to you with one (matter) - you will be standing for Allah in pairs 
and individually, then you shall be pondering. Your companion is not insane. Surely, he is 
only a warner to you all before a severe Punishment (befalls)’ [34:46] 

اَِوَالَتِِِلمَِْتََُتِْفِِِمَنَامِهَاِ هَاِالْمَوْتَِِۚ  الَلُِّيَ تَ وَفََِّالْْنَْ فُسَِحِيَنِمَوِِْ ِعَلَي ْ فَ يُمْسِكُِالَتِِِقَضَىَٰ
ِأَجَلٍِمُسَمًّىِ ِإِلَىَٰ لِكَِلَْيََتٍِلقَِوْمٍِيَ تَ فَكَرُونَِ}ِإِنَِِۚ  وَيُ رْسِلُِالُْْخْرَىَٰ  {42فِِذََٰ

Allah Takes away the souls when they die, and those who do not die in their sleep. So He 
Withholds those whom the death is Decreed upon, and He Sends back the others to a 
specified term. Surely, in that, there are Signs for a thinking people [39:42]   

يعًاِمِنْهُِ لِكَِلَْيََتٍِلِِِۚ  وَسَخَرَِلَكُمِْمَاِفِِالسَمَاوَاتِِوَمَاِفِِالَْْرْضِِجَِْ  {13قَوْمٍِيَ تَ فَكَرُونَِ}إِنَِفِِذََٰ

And He Subdued for you whatever is in the skies and whatever is in the earth altogether 
from it. Surely, in that are Signs for a people who think [45:13]  

عًاِمِنِْخَشْيَةِِاللَِِّ ِجَبَلٍِلَرَأيَْ تَهُِخَاشِعًاِمُتَصَدِ  الْقُرْآنَِعَلَىَٰ ذَاِ وَتلِْكَِالَْْمْثاَلُِنَضْربُِِاَِِۚ  لَوِْأنَْ زَلْنَاِهََٰ
  {21}ِللِنَاسِِلَعَلَهُمِْيَ تَ فَكَرُونَِ

Had We Revealed this Quran unto a mountain, you would have seen it humbled, cracking 
down from fear of Allah, and these are examples We Strike for the people, perhaps they 
would be pondering [59:21] 
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Taddabar: 

َِيِِْْاللَِِّلَوَجَدُواِفِيهِِاخْتِلََفاًوَِِۚ  أفََلََِيَ تَدَبَ رُونَِالْقُرْآنَِ كَِانَِمِنِْعِنْدِِ ِ {82كَثِيْاًِ}ِِلَوْ
Are they not then pondering on the Quran? And if it was from anyone other than Allah, they 
would have found in it a lot of discrepancies [4:82] 

ِقُ لُوبٍِأقَْ فَالَُاَِ}أفََلََِيَ تَدَبَ رُونَِالْقُرِْ  {24آنَِأمَِْعَلَىَٰ
So do they not ponder on the Quran, or are there locks upon (their) hearts [47:24] 
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APPENDIX II  

Qayas (Analogy) in Religion 

عنِحْادِبنِِعقوبِبنِيزيد،مُمدِبنِمُمدِالمفيدِفِِ)المجالس(ِعنِالصدوق،ِعنِمُمدِبنِالْسنِبنِالوليد،ِعنِالصفار،ِعنِي
عيسى،ِعنِحْادِبنِعثمان،ِعنِ رارةِبنِأعينِقال:ِقالِلِِأبوِجعفرِمُمدِبنِعليِ)عليهماِالسلَم(:ِيَِ رارةِ!ِإيَكِوأصحابِ

كِفوهِيتأولونِالْخبارِويكذبونِعلىِللهِعزوجل،ِوكأنِبَلرجلِم همِنالقياسِفِِالدين،ِفاَّمِتركواِعلمِماِوكلواِبهِوتكلفواِماِقد
 ينادىِمنِبينِيديه،ِفيجيَِمنِخلفهِوينادىِمنِخلفهِفيجيَِمنِبينِيديهِقدِتاهواِوتَيْواِفِِالْرضِوالدين.

He said: Abu Ja'far Muhammad b. Ali reported from Muhammad b. al-Hasan b. al-Waleed, who reported from 
Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-Saffar, who reported from Ya'qoob b. Yazeed, from Hammad b. Isa, from Hammad b. 
Uthman, from Zurarah b. A'ayan who said: 

Imam Abu Ja'far Muhammad bin Ali-asws, told me: "O Zurarah, keep away from the people who 
apply analogy in the matters of religion. Surely, they have abandoned the knowledge which 
was given to them, and entered into unnecessary hair splitting matters, which had already 
been decided for them. They interpret the ‘Al-Akhbar’51 (the way they like) and ascribe lies to 
Allah-azwj. And as for their affairs, I see a man, among them, who when called from the front, 
he answers to the one who is behind him, and when called from the rear, he responds to the 
one who is in front of him.  Thus, they wonder aimlessly on the earth as well as in religion."52 

)ِالْمالِِ(ِعنِمُمدِبنِعمرِالْافظِالبغداديِ،ِعنِمُمدِبنِأحْدِبنِثَبتِ،ِعنِمُمدِبنِالْسنِمُمدِبنِعليِبنِالْسينِفِِ
بنِالعباسِالخزاعيِ،ِعنِحسنِبنِحسينِالعرنِ،ِعنِعمروِبنِثَبتِ،ِعنِعطاءِبنِالسائَِ،ِعنِأبِِيَيَِ،ِعنِابنِعباسِ

لغِفيهاِ:ِإنِعلياِهوِأخيِ،ِوو يريِ،ِوهوِخليفتِِ،ِوهوِالمبقالِ:ِقالِرسولِاللهِ)ِصلىِاللهِعليهِوآلهِ(ِ،ِوذكرِخطبةِيقولِ
ِالقرآنِ،ِوهوِالذيِمنِخالفهِضلِ عنيِ،ِإنِاستَّشدتَوهِأرشدكمِ،ِوإنِاتبعتموهِنُوتِ،ِوإنِخالفتموهِضللتمِ،ِإنِاللهِأنزلِعلي 

ِ،ِومنِابتغىِعلمهِعندِِيِْعلي ِهلكِالْديثِ

Muhammad Bin Ali Bin Al Husayn in Al Amaali from Muhammad Bin Amr Al Hafiz Al Baghdady, from Muhammad 
Bin Ahmad Bin Sabit, from Muhammad Bin Al Hassan Bin Al Abbas Al Khazaie, from Hasan Bin Husayn Al Arny, 
from Amro Bin Sabit, from Ata’a Bin Al Sa’ib, from Abu Yahya, from Ibn Abbas who said: 

The Messenger of Allah-saww said to him when he mentioned a sermon of his-saww: ‘Surely Ali-
asws is my-saww brother, and my-saww successor, and he-asws is my-saww Caliph, and he-asws is the 
speaker from me-saww. If you were to seek guidance from him he-asws will guide you, and if you 
were to follow him-asws he-asws will give you salvation, and if you were to oppose him-asws you 
will go astray. Allah-azwj Sent down the Quran upon me-saww, and it is such that the one who 
opposes it has gone astray, and the one who seeks its knowledge from anyone other than Ali 
-asws will perish’.53 

                                                      
51 Traditions (Ahadith) 
52 AAmali-E-Mufeed Page-51, Bihar Vol-2 Page-308, Wasilu Shia Vol-27 Page-59 
53 Wasail-ul-Shia, H. 33560 
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ِاِقاَلَِقَ وْمٌِفِِدِينِِاللَِِّليَْسَِلَهُِبُ رْهَانٌِوَِقَدِْتَ قَدَمَِفِِحَدِيثٍِعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعِأنَهَُِقاَلَِلَِْبِِحَنِيفَةَِفَدعَِِالرأَْيَِوَِالْقِيَاسَِوَِمَِ

And it has been related in a previous Hadith from Abu Abdullah-asws where he-asws said to Abu 
Haneefa: ‘Leave off opinions and analogies, and whatever has been said by the people 
regarding the religion of Allah-azwj, there is no proof for that’.54 

راهيم،ِعنِأبيه،ِعنِأحْدِبنِعبداللهِالعقيلي،ِعنِعيسىِبنِعبداللهِالقرشيِقال:ِدخلِأبوحنيفةِعلىِأبِِعبداللهِعليهِعليِبنِإب
السلَمِفقالِله:ِيَِأبَِحنيفةِ!ِبلغنيِأنكِتقيس؟ِقال:ِنعمِقال:ِلَِتقسِفإنِأولِمنِقاسِإبليسِحينِقال:ِخلقتنيِمنِنَرِ

ِلطين،ِولوِقاسِنوريةِآدمِبنوريةِالنارِعرفِفضلِماِبينِالنورين،ِوصفاءِأحدهماِعلىِالْخروخلقتهِمنَِين،ِفقاسِماِبينِالنارِوا

Ali ibn Ibrahim has narrated from his father from Ahmad ibn ‘Abd Allah al-’Aqili from ‘Isa ibn ‘Abd Allah al-
Qurashi who has said the following: 

‘Once, Abu Haneefa came to see Imam Abu ‘Abd Allah-asws who said to Abu Haneefa, ‘O Abu 
Haneefa, do you practice analogy55 as I hear you do’? Abu Haneefa replied, ‘Yes, I do practice 
analogy.’ The Imam-asws then said to him, ‘Do not practice it; the first person who used 
analogy was Iblis when he said, “Lord, you have created me from fire and created him from 

clay.’ He analogised fire with clay. If he had compared ‘نورية’ the light in Adam-as and light of 

 the fire, he would have learned about the difference between the two lights and the ’النار‘

excellence of one over the other.’56 

                                                      
54 Wasail-ul-Shia, H. 33414 
55 Comparative/similarity/likeness/resemblance 
56 Al-Kafi, Vol. 1, - H 176, Ch. 19, h20 


