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Abbreviations:

saww: - Sal lal la ho Allay hay Wa Aal lay he Wasallam
azwj: - Az Za Wa Jalla

asws: - Allay hay Salawat Wass Salam

AJFJ: Ajal Allah hey wa Fara Jaak

ra: - Razi Allah??i

La: - Laan Allah3?i
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In the Name of Allah®¥ithe Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah-22"i Lord 22 of the
Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad=***"and his*®"¥ Purified Progeny ", and
greetings with abundant greetings.
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‘Taffakur and Taddabar’

Summary:

The words ‘Taffakur and Taddabar’ have frequently been used in the Holy Quran, meaning to
invoke deep thinking (ponding/contemplating). The deep thinking is far more rewarding than
simply worshiping, e.g., Hadith below.
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A number of our people have narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Abu Nasr from certain individuals of his people who has narrated the following from Abu Abdullah@s*s;

Abu Abd Allah3%s has said: The most virtuous form of worship is thinking about Allah-?" very
often and about His#" Power.!

In this short article we will try to understand what are the meanings of ‘Taffakur and
Taddabar’ and how to embrace them in order to raise our spiritual status. And to know when
one leaves the deep thinking while plunging into wishful thinking (day dreaming) which is a
forbidden act? and sometimes one embarks into even more grave territory of the ‘Qayas’
(analogy)? and starts implementing/developing his/her opinions and thoughts into religion by
interpreting and/or deriving the laws of the religion as per his own wisdom.

Allah?* has Commanded us to contemplate (Taffakur and Taddabar) on universe, Ayat (Signs
which remind Allah??), to renegade misconceptions spread by non-believers and to be
Thankful to Him@2¥ for the countless Favours and Bounties Extended to all by Him32%,

Initially, when one contemplates, several questions and unresolved issues are realised in his
mind which prompts a quest for the answers within oneself and one starts looking for the
answers. When one looks further, Allah-#"i Helps, through the Holy Verses and Guides him

! Al-Kafi, Vol. 2, H. 1546
2 See for example: https://hubeali.com/articles/DayDreamingAnActOfSatan.pdf
3 See Appendix II.
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to consult the * s\ |’ (so ask the Ahl Al-Zikr (People of the Reminder) if you do not know
(16:43).

The next question arises on how to find the ° SJ! |»” to whom Allah?¥ Refers to in resolving
our misconceptions and finding salvation? Basically, Allah®%¥ Guides to the
‘;-U\ y\’ when someone’s intention is pure and strives hard to secure his/her Hereafter.

For example, we present extracts of a long Hadith to highlight how to find the * s3I | (Divine

Imams@*¢) and how to avoid falling into the misguidance and destruction by following other
than them=sws;
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(An extract from a length Hadith from Al-Kafi, Vol. 8, H. 14449):

And know that whatever Allah®**i has Ordered you to avoid, so He* has Prohibited it, and
follow the footsteps of the Messenger=2"W of Allah®*¥, and his**"V Sunnah, so adhere to it
and do not follow your own desires, and your opinions, for you will go astray. The most
misguided of the people with Allah??¥ is the one who follows his own desires and his opinion
without (following the) Guidance from Allah-32%,
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And he"s said: ‘O you group for whom Allah?"I has Protected for them their affairs! It is for
you to follow the footsteps of the MessengersV of Allah®*" and his*™¥ Sunnah, and the
footsteps of the Imams®"Ys of Guidance from the People®% of the Household of the
Messenger<WW of Allah3¥ from after him=2%" and their®"s Sunnah. So the one who takes to
that has been guided, and the one who avoided that and abandoned it, went astray, because
they2s"s are the ones®%s for whom Allah??*l Commanded (the people) to be obedient to, and
for theira¥s Wilayah.
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Allah?* has Commanded for the Wilayah of the Imams2**s whom Allah-#*" has Names in His’
azwj Book in His?®W Statement: “[21:73] And We made them Imams who guided (people) by
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Our command” and they®%s are the ones®"s for whom?"s Allah* has Commanded the
Wilayah for, and to be in their?"“s obedience.

And the ones whom Allah"#¥ has Forbidden to be in their wilayah, these are the imams of
misguidance, for whom Allah-#" has Decreed for them the governance in the world over the
friends of Allah#"i and the Imams2**s from the Progeny2**s of Muhammad=2"",

They act in disobedience to Allah®™ in their governments, and in disobedience to His?"i
Messenger=®V¥ so that the Words of the Punishment become reality against them, and that
you can end up being with the Prophet "W of Allah#**l Muhammad™=** and the Messengers
3 before him™=saww 4

Introduction:

In the Holy Quran, several Verses (see Appendix |) are Revealed where the words related to
deep thinking are used, i.e., 0y SaE | 0yGE , 9SGE” ‘04235  through these Words Allah®

awj emphasises the need for and importance of pondering for people in order leave
misconceptions and develop better understanding of the Divine Commands - while realising
the Grand Nature of the Universe created by Allah®®, and submitting to Allah®"/'s by
appreciating the countless Bounties.

Allah?2¥ Says:

¢ 7 ) . %1 4 - “%,. . 020/ A o/' Y g s <///’ H
5}\%\3 e Cals L up)Y\j g/Z)bL«.«J‘ s & djji‘w“) (and (believers) are

thinking regarding the Creation of the skies and the earth: ‘Our Lord! You have not Created
this in vain! (3:191)

Other places for example, Allah#?" Rebukes disbelievers by Citing an example,
(xSl ust BIENEY & Zo o ol ol2?
OgpSass Yol ¢ fadlly ' 28N1 (64223 2|8 5 (say: “Are they alike, the blind and the
seeing one? Are you not thinking?’ (6:50)

Also, in several Holy Verses, Allah?¥ Says to Ponder on ‘wt¥", ‘<Y, ‘4Y", ‘Gl (‘Signs’

and ‘Sign’ ‘our Signs’). Can we recognise the Signs of Allah?" or, to which particular Sign
Allah?2i js Referring to? Of course not as our thinking and opinions are flawed and reliance
upon ‘opinions’ would lead to grave consequences:

ke 4l O WsT O g g § OLol wly STAN b oy 1B ¢ (D) ade) dile Gl e Loy plas e

+ Al-Kafi, Vol. 8, H. 14449

Page 6 of 31




‘Taffakur and Taddabar www.hubeali.com

From Hisham Bin Salim, who has said:

‘Abu Abd Allah?s"¥s having said: ‘The one who explains the Quran by his opinion, if he gets it
right there would be no Reward for him, and if he errs, it would be a sin against him’.>

Understanding the Holy Verses:
V) ol SN g adls 285 Y g cadbne o5 Y (e wbl (3ol 0l OT Ay :(pdd) ae) aie

And from him (the Imam™s"s, it is narrated): ‘The Quran (is such that), its apparent is elegant,
and its hidden is deep. Its wonders do not cease nor does its strangeness expire, nor can the
darkness be removed except by it”.®

Here, we come back to our original topic and try to find, from Ahadith, who are the Signs of
Allah-32wi?

The Signs of Allah-22%i
S o g VU 138701 (DTN oy (3 (LelS WL 10dST 15k asme” 4 1)

He (the narrator) said, ‘And | heard him (Abu Ja’far?%“s) saying: ‘They belying our?"s signs, all

of them, in the esoteric of the Quran, and they were belying the successors@"s, all of them-
asws’? 7

32 0 ol 3 bt 5 0L 15 5 0 Osen Y ol Lol Bt Y 5l B 1 UL g seald o e JB
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‘The Words of the Exalted: Surely those who are not wishing for meeting Us [10:7] i.e. not
believing in it, and are pleased with the life of the world and are content with it, and those
who are heedless of Our Signs [10:7], said, ‘The Signs are Amir-Al-Momineen?"* and the
Imams¥s and the evidence upon that are the words of Amir-Al-Momineen@%s: ‘There is no
‘Sign’ of Allah??i greater than [2sWs!’8

5 (i S 1:17/2)

© 802 LY sy

7199 :1 28 s (Extract)
83001 it s
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He (the narrator) said, ‘And | heard him (Abu Ja’far?¥s) saying: ‘They belying our?"“s signs, all
of them, in the esoteric of the Quran, and they were belying the successors?"s, all of them-

asws’’ 9

e STl &

‘The Signs are Amir-Al-Momineen®"* and the Imams?"s, and the evidence upon that are the
words of Amir-Al-Momineen?%s: ‘There is no ‘Sign’ of Allah??V greater than |2sws|’10

Can we Fully Understand Holy Verses?

Two students of Imam Hassan Askari®" asked the Imam™=s"s, if you@"s teach us the Book,
can we fully understand the Divine Verses? Imam™@"s reply: Never! See the Hadith below:

(Pl ke Balall Of IS (POl ade) JB Caslang OTAN pole (o Jo) 3B 156 b Jgury b LBy L i 1V
S OTAN Whe i 8 (T ade bl o) Al Jgmry ool 1By (U 7wl amr . LSadel 0T i Lo e
Jomgze bl 0} OTAN o el a1l 15T U5 e a0 claly Sliad igly oS s canr 232 (3L alde) Jas

e dig L s gy LIS s OF 3 sl dad gy LSS slis i 07 B sk

We were happy to hear (about you®"* agreeing to teach us Holy Quran) and (they) said: ‘O
son@"s of Rasool-Allah*®¥| So we will get all the knowledge of the Quran and its meanings?’
He®"s said: ‘Never! Whatever | am going to teach you is what Al-Sadig?"s (6™ Imam=2s")
taught to one of his®Ys companions and he (companion of the 6" Imams¥s) was happy with
that and said: ‘O son™"s of Rasool-Allah*®¥"I So | have now become the recipient of the whole
of the Quran?’ He%* said: ‘You have collected a lot of good, and extensive grace, but so little
of the parts of its knowledge, for Allah-2*i the Almighty Says: ‘If the sea was ink for the Words
of my Lord, the sea would be depleted before the Words of my Lord are depleted, and even
if We were to bring the like of it as ink’ [18:109].

caglang OTAN o 1oy "l SLdS Culs b 4T Gaes oy o 0dd ol 2O 5t a2V (3 UT g " sk
e dbs d sllad 6wl l )l Sy OTAN . e i e widsl Lo i (55 0S5 cadlone 0 390 Lug
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And Allah®?¥i Says: And even if every tree in the earth was a pen and the oceans to ink it,
from after it seven (more) oceans, the Words of Allah would not be depleted [31:27]. And
this is the knowledge of the Quran and its meanings and extensiveness, see for yourself what
you have taken from the whole of the Quran. But only little you have taken, Allah? the
Exalted has Given you preference over that person who does not know what you do and his
understanding is not like yours. (An extract)’*!

The Holy Verses have several Apparent and Hidden
Meanings:

o d Lo ) 1 Js25 08 J6 (ol s ) 067 22 @1 of 22 10880 2 50 2 of 25 i) 0 A0
ok a8 g B 5 5 5 i 2EE B 5 an oK e g e ib Je R8T 9 D08 s oSS i T (T
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah?®Ys, from his®"“* forefathers®%s having said:
‘Rasool-Allah™®"¥ said: ‘O you people! You are in a house of truce, and you are upon the back
of a journey and the travel is quick with you, and you have seen the night and the day, and
the sun and the moon turning every new (thing) into old, and every remote (thing) to be close
by, and every promised (thing) has come up, therefore prepare the ship (of life) for the long
passageway’.

JA Clg_a.(dud\ Sle sl i5p Cu@;'\ 3 @»U 25 JE LX) 35 G g & Jebg b WS 530N 23 BIAA) a8 6
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So Al-Migdad Bin al-Aswad™ arose and said, ‘O Rasool-Allah*®*Y¥! And what is the house of
truce?’ He™®"W said: ‘A house of communication and interruption. So when the strife confuses
upon you like the interruption of the dark night, so upon you is to be with the Quran, for it is
an interceder who would be interceded with, and an inviter who would be ratified; and the
one who makes it to be in front of him, it would Guide him to the Paradise, and the one who
makes it to be behind him, it would usher him into the Fire, and it is a pointer upon the best
way.

530 el e B 5 18 Bald Bl 5 2B 4 5 JibL o il 585 e 5 0 5 el 43 DTSR
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I Tafseer Imam Hassan Al-Askari®"* - Preface
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And it is a Book wherein is detail, and explanation, and achievement, and it is the detail not
being with the amusement; and for it there is an apparent and a hidden (meaning). So it’s
apparent is wisdom, and its hidden is knowledge. Its apparent is profound, and its hidden is
bottomless. There are luminaries for it, and upon its luminaries, are (more) luminaries.
Neither can its wonderments be counted nor do its marvels wear out.

Cht e £ ajlmwxcuj s Jb o Bl O B3 B s g u&;\)ujdweww
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Therein are lanterns of guidance, and minarets of wisdom, and it evidences upon the
recognition to the one®"“s who understands the capacity, so it brightens the brightness of his
insight and lets his look reach the capacity. It rescues from the corruption and finishes off
from the entanglements, for the pondering is a revival of the heart of insight just as the
enlightened one walks in the darkness with the light. Therefore, it is upon you with the
excellent sincerity and without having second thoughts’.*?

Amir-ul-Momineen#"s Instructs to Argue with Ahadith
and not Quran:

Jok5 0ty 45 JG& OTA) B0 oTAL Wuycj\};\&cwwwu[w\] A o M al g sy g
Laed @5 WAZ 3 250 200 s 050 5 L Ok 5

(When Imam Ali¥s sent Ibn Abbas for discussions with the Kharijites, he, peace be upon him,
gave him the following instructions) While arguing, never quote statements from the Holy
Qur'an because the passages of this Book require very careful consideration as they could be
paraphrased in various ways and their meanings could be construed differently. Thus, you will
adhere to your explanation and they will stick to their elucidation. Therefore, argue with them
in the light of the traditions of the Holy Prophet (s) and then they will find no way to
misrepresent truth.*®

The people of Opinion Obscure the Divine Guidance:

jmdwd\fw&d.u;u,mu;&;dmjwdf»uﬂsmw@ufwwa&
ke 7 Lg.u.b-\)c)b—b\ el 3h 5 (i e ) s 6T 83 06 n 22 e g s 22 s

12 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Merits of the Quran CH 1 H 2
465 : o (flo eall) 23 =4, Nahjul Balagha, Letter 77.
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‘I heard Abu Ja’far@®%s and he@®%s was entering and | was exiting, and he™®"s grabbed me by
my hand, then faced the House (Kabah), so he®"* said: ‘Sadeyr! But rather, the people have
been Commanded that they should be coming to these rocks, so they should circle with these,
then they should come to us®%s, and they should let us@%s know of their Wilayah for us@s"s,
and these are the Words of Allah#¥ [20:82] And | am Forgiving to him who repents and
believes and does righteous deeds, then follows the right Guidance’. Then he®%s gestured
by his®"Ys hand to his®"* chest (and said): “To our?®"“s Wilayah’.

JUE st 3 35 22 5 oW S 3 cosB OUL 5 ks G ) 5 F A s 28 el L6 pan b JB
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Then he®"s said: ‘O Sadeyr! Shall %S show you the blockers from the Religion of Allah-2sws?’
Then he®%s looked towards Abu Haneefa and Sufyan Al-Sowry at that time, and they had a
circle (of people) in the Masjid, so he®"s said: ‘They are the blockers from the Religion of
Allah-#%i, without any Guidance from Allah®?" nor any evident Book. They are the malignant
ones. If they were to sit in their houses, so the people would go around, and they would not
find anyone who would be informing them about Allah-3" Blessed and High and about His
azwi Rasool W until they would come to us@Ys, So we % would inform them about Allah-2%i
Blessed and High and about His®*" Rasools2"W’ 14

What Happens when one does Taffakur/Taddabar?

When one tries to contemplate and strives hard in the Holy Verses, some questions are
identified so to resolve those questions one strives to find the answers, initially starting from
Ahadith or a person directing him towards Ahadith, as Allah#?¥ Says:

Ao ez JTalaly ST OSJB Ogedas ¥ 0701 ST ol lgleals Jls i 8 (3 oSl ke e ) e
038 elaly wed) I L Al cnd ST S Wy JEs 155 0T 0 oy JLeb) Jlge Iy ne by oblst 41

14 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Divine Authority CH 96 H 3
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Narrated to us Abdullah Bin Ja’far, from Muhammad Bin Isa, from Muhammad Bin Sinan, from Ismail Bin Jaabir
and Abdul Kareem, from Abdul Hameed Bin Abu Al-Dalam who has reported the following:

Abu Abdullah"s regarding the Statement of Allah?¥ the High [16:43] so ask the People of
the Reminder (Ahl Al-Zikr) if you do not know said: ‘The Book of Allah®* is the Reminder,
and its People®Ys are the Progeny®"s of Muhammad**V are the ones whom Allah?* has
Commanded to ask them?¥s and did not Command to ask the ignorant ones, and Allah-?%
has Called the Quran, the Reminder and Said: With And We Sent the Reminder to you in order
to clarify to the people what has been Sent to them, and perhaps they would be thinking.*”

205 02 Tz o 04 or AT I /g/:,"e@/of a2 o s o g3 50 305
B Y B J6 85 R e e 2 Ol g e e Ayl 3 82 e alE g i e a8E 1 el

Ofsill alal 02 5 (Wly de 1 Lo ) d5E 300 06 0,206 ¥ 220y 0 s e (o e )

‘| said to Abu Abdullah®"s, ‘therefore ask the people of the Reminder if you don’t know
[16:43]. He™"Ys said: ‘Al-Zikr (The Reminder) is Muhammad=®"¥, and we™®"s are hisWW
people, the ones?"s to be asked’.1®

It is better to Pause than using Qayas (Analogy):

‘“‘vk-"uﬂ*-’(rw‘w)wwd!g&f,;msjﬁw\d‘,ﬁf}&d\fdwd\fm‘fw
9 5205 Y 0 8 U s e8aes ¥ (ol e ) e S 06 F K00 5 S8 06 G Tois g 15 5
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‘He presented to Abu Abdullah®¥s some of the sermons of his father, until when he reached
a subject from it, he®"s said to him: ‘Stop, and be silent’. Then Abu Abdullah®¥s said: ‘There
is no leeway for you regarding what comes to you from what you do not know except to pause
at that, and affirming, and referring it back to the Imams?Vs of the Guidance, until they2s¥s
deliver to you the purpose (of it), and they 2" isolate from you the blindness in (that where
you are going), and they " make you recognise the truth in it. Allah®*¥l the Exalted Said:
therefore ask the people of the Reminder if you don’t know [16:43].Y7

1541 Az e &1 o wes JT Blas 3 o) jlay, Chapter 19, Hadith 19.
16 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Divine Authority CH 20 H 2 (Extract)
17 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 16 H 10
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Abu Abdullah@¥s having said: ‘There is no leeway for you with regards to what descends by
you from what you do not know except for the restraint from it, and the verification regarding
it, and the referring to the Imams?*"* of the Muslims until you understand the Truth regarding
it, and it carries you upon the intended way. Allah?*i Mighty and Majestic Says: therefore
ask the people of the Reminder if you don’t know [16:43] .18

The Taffakur (Deep Thinking):

It’s an extremely important and rare quality ‘contemplating’, which very few of us are able to
benefit from, Allah#" has emphasized it in the Holy Quran, e.g.%°,

d

5 & By e ngd,& @\Wubjswswvﬁymg 3
(30:21) 55545 o33 ¥ 35 &
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And one of His signs is that He created mates for you from yourselves that you may find rest
in them, and He put between you love and compassion; most surely there are signs in this
for a people who reflect. (30:21).
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In the Book Al-Khisaal, from Abu Hamza Al-Sumaly, who has said:

‘Abu Ja’far?¥s has said that ‘Amir-ul-Momineen2"s said: ‘All good has been gathered in three
characteristics — The consideration, and the silence, and the speech. And every view in which
there is no consideration, so it is an oversight. And every silence, in which there is no
pondering, so it is negligence. And every speech in which there is no Remembrance, so it is
vain talk’.°

18 Al Mahaasin —V 1 Bk 5 H 103
9 There are several Verses, e.g., 2:219, 2:66, 3:191, 6:50,
20 Tafseer Noor Al Saqalayn — CH 88 H 25
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Advice of Amir-ul-Momineen?"s on Taffakur:
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Ali ibn Ibrahim has narrated from his father from al-Nawfali from al-Sakuni who has narrated the following from
Abu Abd Allah™3sWs;

Amir-ul-Momineen@%s has said, Awaken your heart by ‘Taffakur’ deep thinking. Keep your
side off the bed at night and be pious before your Lord, Allah-22% 21

In the Sermon of Amir-ul-Momineen®%s (Khutba Al-Waseela), Amir-ul-Momineen says:

g’yﬁ@jﬁi‘ﬁjéﬁ)\&éﬁ}ibb 5 e e 46T 22 B 5 18D o sl 5 JU Y 8 s
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O you people! There is no wealth more valuable than the intellect, and no poverty which is
more intense than the ignorance, and no preacher which is more profound than the sound
advice, and no reasoning like the Taffakur (contemplation), and no worship like the
pondering, and no demonstration more reliable than the consultation, and no isolation more
severe than the self-conceit, nor piety like refraining from the Prohibitions, and no
forbearance like patience and silence.
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O you people! There are witnesses for the hearts which hold them back from being the people
of excesses, and there is insight for the understanding, which alerts the self and caution it
from the danger. And for the heart there are memories of desires, and the intellect
admonishes and prohibits from it. And in the experiences there is an appellant, which is a
reliable guide to the right way. It is sufficient for yourself what you would not like it to happen
to others, and it is upon you that the same should be for your believing brother, and in it upon
him, likewise. The one who considers his own opinion to be self-sufficing from him would
endanger him, and the pondering before the deeds would keep you safe from remorse. And
the one who welcomes different opinions would understand the places of mistakes. And the

2 Al-Kafi, Vol. 2, H. 1544
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one who refrains from the useless matters his opinion would balance the intellects (an
extract).??

The Meanings of Taffakur:

P
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Once | asked Abu Abd Allah"s about what people’s narration, Taffakur (thinking) for ‘iz’

one moment is better than worshipping a whole night, How should they think? The Imam-
aws said: They pass by the ruins of dwellings or a building and ask: ‘Where are your
inhabitants? Where are your builders? Why do you not speak??3
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A number of our people have narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Abu Nasr from certain individuals of his people who has narrated the following from Abu Abd Allah=2"s:

Abu Abd Allah%s has said: The most virtuous form of worship is thinking about Allah-? very
often and about His®* Power.?*
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Muhammad ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa from Muammar ibn Khallad who said:

| heard Abu Al-Hassan Al-Reza™®"* saying: ‘A great deal of prayer and fasting only are not
(everything in) worship. Worship is only in thinking about the affairs of Allah22¥ 25

i J

@\}?}Q\J/"J@:ﬁjdfcf\.a\ J.@MJ&;LM\JCMJ.L&\J&(S.{-:;AX;—

”\ 3J\ d #% Jim

C=

=

o2 B e

Muhammad ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad from Ismail ibn Sahl from Hammad from Ribi
who has said:

22 Al-Kafi, Vol. 8, H. 14452

23 Al-Kafi, Vol. 2, H. 1545 55: 22z oS
2 Al-Kafi, Vol. 2, H. 1546

% Al-Kafi, Vol. 2, H. 1547
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Abu Abd Allah@*s has said that Amir-ul-Momineen=*"s has said: ‘Thinking leads to virtue and
to acting virtuously.2®

0SI5 ) 9 &ide) H)les) sillay 5 ELLS ELIBE 4 38l S [153] 0,531 5 LaY v ¥ g Labus wloer 1 ST5 Y
Jf\&u&ijj{dewyf.U\”"

Neither do ‘Zikr'?” of Allah#¥ in drowsiness nor forget to mention Him when involved in ‘Lahu
Lahab’ (un-Islamic pleasures), but mention Him#" with full concentration so that your heart
supports what you utter from your tongue, your internal feelings are reflected by your
gestures. You can never do justice to His®" ‘Zikr’ until you forget about yourself and lose
yourself in His®*" Remembrance’.?®
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(Amir-ul-Momineen"s said) ‘O Hisham, Allah"®¥ says in His book, ‘This is a reminder for the
ones who understand, listen, and see.’ (50:37) it means ‘Agl’?°. ““We gave wisdom to
Lugman (31:12),’ means: Allah?" gave Lugman Intelligence and understanding.

‘O Hisham, Lugman said to his son: ‘Revere the Truth; you will be the most intelligent among
men. Cleverness in the presence of Intelligence has a very small value. My son, the world is a
very deep ocean in which many people have drowned. You must take piety before Allah-2%
as a ship, faith as supplies therein, ‘;}%53\’ (‘Tawakkal’-trust) in Allah?¥ as the sails, intelligence

as captain, knowledge as guide and patience as passengers’.

‘O Hisham, for everything there is a guide. The guide for Intelligence is the ‘Taffakur’ deep
thinking. The guide for thinking is silence. For everything there is a means of mobility. The
means of mobility for Intelligence is humble attitude. To disobey a prohibition (of Allah-#2") is
enough proof of one’s ignorance’.3°

u;ﬁ\yajw\ﬁ,guuuwd LA\&JLSM\J"UE- 2 Joks 08 5 J6

26 Al-Kafi, Vol. 2, H. 1548

27 Mention Allah** His**" Names, His**" Attributes, etc.

B BT am 5 sihiasl 188 Sh, 8

% The property through which Allah and His Divine representatives are recognised (Hadith).
0 Al-Kafi, Vol. 1, H. 12, 10 » ... Jedt s i ots 15 1 3
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He#%s said: ‘And he®Ws (Amir Al-Momineen3"“s) was saying: ‘The pondering is a revival for
the discerning heart, just as the walker walks in the darkness with the light with good
organisation and little stalling’.3?
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah?*"s having said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen?* said: ‘Shall
IS inform you all with the understanding one who is truly an understanding one? (It is) the
one who does not despair the people from the Mercy of Allah®*¥, and does not liberate them
from the Punishment of Allah®*¥, and does not permit for them to be in the disobedience of
Allah?™, and does not neglect the Quran, turning away from it to something else.

SE e oIk 3 VY B8 @ o Jup g e YV B o o e g 5 VI
Indeed! There is no goodness in a knowledge wherein there is no understanding. Indeed!

There is no goodness in the recitation (of the Quran) wherein there is no pondering. Indeed!
There is no goodness in a worship there being no thinking in it’.

5 Y s s ¥k 3 5e VY wya;;gyﬁﬁ*r@g&écigqﬁ;xwwj;5;\;4;

And in another report, (He®"* said): ‘Indeed! There is no goodness in a knowledge wherein
there is no understanding. Indeed! There is no goodness in a recitation (of the Quran) wherein
there is no pondering. Indeed! There is no goodness in a worship there being no thinking in
it. There is no goodness in a ritual, there being no piety in it’.3?

Limitation of Taffakur:

3L Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 1 H 34
32 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 5 H 3
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®%s having said: ‘Beware of the pondering regarding
Allah®¥i, But whenever you intend to look into His®% Magnificence, so look into the
Magnificence of His®* creation’.33
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(It has been narrated) raising it to Abu Abdullah@s¥s that Amir Al-Momineen¥* mobilised the
people regarding battling against Mu’awiya for the second time. So when the people
assembled, he®"s stood to address, and he?"s said: ‘The Praise is for Allah??¥ the One, the
First, the Samad, the Individual Who was neither from a thing nor created from a thing. He"
azwi Created what was Determined distinct from the things, and the things are distinct from
Hima2w],
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They do not escape from Him??¥, the unseen secrets of the atmosphere, nor the inner-most
mysteries of the dark obscurities, nor whatever is in the high skies to the lowest firmaments.
For everything from these is a Preserves and a Guard, and from everything from these is
encompassed by a thing. And the encompassed is with what it has been encompassed with
by the One, the First, the Samad, Whom the times do not change, nor did the Making of things
overburden Him22¥, But rather He®™i Said to whatever He?™i so Desired: “Be!”, so it came
into being. He™ Initiated what He®*" Created without a preceding example, nor exhaustion,
nor toil. And every maker makes something, so it is from something that he makes, and Allah
azwj Makes a thing, not from a thing.

- / P
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So, Glorious is the One®"i Whom did not Tire, the Creation of what He?* Began, nor the
Management what He?i Created, nor from frustration, nor from an interval. He"*? Suffices
with whatever He®™ Created, Knows what He#i Created and Creates what He®™ Knows,
not by the pondering regarding the newly occurred knowledge of what He#?"i Created, nor

3 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Tawheed (Oneness of Allah**9) CH 8 H 7
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does doubt enter upon Him?? with regards to what He®" did not Create. But, (it is) an
unchanging Judgment, and Wise Knowledge, and a Convincing Command (an extract).3*

Taffakur is like a Light in the Darkness:

s 1 Lo ) B 0525 J8 J6 (oo e ) 96T 532 80 02 G 52 R8N 2 o850 2 o 2 Lo 13 2l
Okt 72 5 B 5 5 5 AT B8 5 n i RA 5 A 3b e BT 538 515 3 aSC) 2 (4T
sl 6 5 A s 0K OBk 5 A 00 5 s

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah?®Ys, from his®W“* forefathers®%s having said:
‘Rasool-Allah™=®"" said: ‘O you people! You are in a house of truce, and you are upon the back
of a journey and the travel is quick with you, and you have seen the night and the day, and
the sun and the moon turning every new (thing) into old, and every remote (thing) to be close
by, and every promised (thing) has come up, therefore prepare the ship (of life) for the long
passageway’.
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So Al-Migdad Bin al-Aswad™ arose and said, ‘O Rasool-Allah*®"Y¥! And what is the house of
truce?’ He™®"W said: ‘A house of communication and interruption. So when the strife confuses
upon you like the interruption of the dark night, so upon you is to be with the Quran, for it is
an interceder who would be interceded with, and an inviter who would be ratified; and the
one who makes it to be in front of him, it would Guide him to the Paradise, and the one who
makes it to be behind him, it would usher him into the Fire, and it is a pointer upon the best
way.

5 35l Bl 2le Kb 5 S Galled i 5 53k A 5 SR oo el 3R 5 e 5 0 3 el 8 DS 3R
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And it is a Book wherein is detail, and explanation, and achievement, and it is the detail not
being with the amusement; and for it there is an apparent and a hidden (meaning). So it’s
apparent is wisdom, and its hidden is knowledge. Its apparent is profound, and its hidden is
bottomless. There are luminaries for it, and upon its luminaries, are (more) luminaries.
Neither can its wonderments be counted nor do its marvels wear out.

3 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Tawheed (Oneness of Allah**) CH 22 H 1
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Therein are lanterns of guidance, and minarets of wisdom, and it evidences upon the
recognition to the one®"“s who understands the capacity, so it brightens the brightness of his
insight and lets his look reach the capacity. It rescues from the corruption and finishes off
from the entanglements, for the pondering is a revival of the heart of insight just as the
enlightened one walks in the darkness with the light. Therefore, it is upon you with the
excellent sincerity and without having second thoughts’.3°
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah¥s having said: ‘This Quran, in it are minarets of
guidance, and lanterns for the darkness. So let him brighten the brightness of his vision and

open his vision for the illumination, for the pondering is a revival for the insight of ‘gi’é’
(wisdom sometimes also translated as the heart) just as the enlightened one would walk in
‘b ol 3 the darkness with the light’.¢
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‘From Abu Abdullah™@%s having said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen®*"s had said: ‘Inform your heart
with the contemplation (think deep and at length) and forsake (sacrifice) your sides (sleeping)
in the night, and fear Allah~2?, your Lord—3"’ 37
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‘From Abu Abdullah™®"%* having said: ‘The superior worship is being habitual of the

contemplation regarding Allah~*" and regarding His™2**i Power”’ .38

% Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Merits of the Quran CH 1 H 2
% Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Merits of the Quran CH 1 H 5
37 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 80 H 1
38 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 80 H 3
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Explanation — It is reported from the Prophet™°“Y having said: ‘Contemplate regarding the
Favours of Allah~9%%, for you will never appreciate its Worth”’.
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‘I asked (heard) Abu Al-Hassan Al-Reza™®"s saying: ‘The worship isn’t frequency of the Salat
and the fasts, but rather the worship is the contemplation regarding the Command of Allah~
azwj Mighty and Majestic”.3°
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‘From Abu Abdullah="s having said: ‘Most of the worship by Abu Zarr™, May Allah—2*" have
Mercy upon him™, was the contemplation and learning the lesson”.%°
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‘When the matters are mixed up, then take a lesson for its latter ones with (reference to) its
former ones” .4
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And he " said: ‘One who takes a lesson, (becomes) insightful, and one who is insightful,
understands, and one who understands, knows’” .42
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And he™" said: ‘How plenty are the lessons, and few are the learners” .43

% Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 80 H 4
40 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 80 H 6
41 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 80 H25 a
4 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 80 H 25 b
43 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 80 H 25 ¢
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And he®"s said: ‘The contemplation is a clear mirror, and taking the lesson is a warner, an
adviser, and it suffices as an education for yourself to shun what you dislike for others” .4
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And he™"s said: ‘The heart is a book of insight”’.4>
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And he™®%s said in his™®"s bequest to Al-Hassan™®%s: ‘Be pointed upon what has not
happened (yet) with what has (already) happened, for the affairs are similar, and do not be
from the ones the preaching does not benefit, except if there is too much in its pain, for the
intellectual takes preaching with the education while the beasts do not take preaching except
by the beating”.%®
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‘In a Hadeeth by Abu Zarr™, he' said, ‘Rasool-Allah™*®"¥ said: ‘Upon the intellectual is that
there happen to be three timings for him — a time during which he whispers to his Lord—2%
Mighty and Majestic, and a time during which he reckons himself, and a time he contemplates
regarding what Allah—?"I Mighty and Majestic has Done to him, and a timing he is alone during
it with a share of himself from the Permissible (activity)”.*’

Pondering of Amir-ul-Momineen"s;
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# Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 80 H 25 d
4 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 80 H25 e
46 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 80 H 25
47 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 80 H 7
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‘I went over to Amir Al-Momineen?®"Ys, and | found him™?"“s pondering, making markings in
the ground. So | said, ‘O Amir Al Momineen®%s!I What is the matter | see you®"s pondering,
making markings in the ground? Is there a desire from you™*"* with regards to it?’
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So he?®%s said: ‘No, by Allah2%il |3%s have not desired with regards to it nor regarding the
world even for a day, at all! But, I*"s am thinking regarding the birth. which would occur from
my 2% back, the eleventh from my 2% sons@%s, He@"s js the Mahdi who would fill the earth
with justice and equity just as it was filled with tyranny and injustice. An absence (Occultation)
would occur for him?@¥s and confusion wherein groups of people would stray, and others
would be Guided during it’.
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So | said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen?"s! And how much would the confusion and the Occultation
happen to be?’ He™®Y* said: ‘(It could be) six days, or six months, or six years’.

°
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So | said, ‘And this would be happening?’ So he®"* said: ‘Yes, just as he s would be Created,
and in what way is for you with this matter? O Asbagh! They (The Momineen of that time)
would be the best of this community along with the best of the righteous ones of this family"
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So | said, ‘The what would happen after that?’ So he?®"s said: ‘Then Allah®¥ would do
whatever He®*¥ so Desires, for there are Changes of Decisions for Him?%, and the Intentions,
and purposes and end results’.*®

Lessons from Past by Pondering:

4 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Divine Authority CH 80 H 7
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‘Amir Al-Momineen?"s said: ‘There is no pain more painful to the hearts than the (accounting
of the) sins, and there is no fear more intense than (fear of) the death, and suffice with what
is past for pondering, and suffice with the death as a preaching’.*

Those who don’t Ponder:
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"s having said: ‘Rasool-Allah*®"¥ said: ‘Nine
characteristics have been Dropped from my=*®"W community — the mistake, and the
forgetfulness, and what they are not knowing, and what they are not enduring, and what they
are desperate to, and what they are compelled upon, and the evil omen, and the uncertainty
in the pondering in the creation, and the envy what is not made apparent either by the tongue
or the hand’.*°

49 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 111 H 28
50 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 207 H 2
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APPENDIX |

Holy Verse on Taffakur and Taddabar

Allah?®™ has Commanded believers in several places in the Holy Quran to ponder (deep
thinking) over Holy Signs: for example (for Tafseer of these Verses, please visit

https://www.hubeali.com/tafseerhubeali/:
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They are asking you about the wine and the gambling. Say: ‘In both of these is a grave sin
and benefit for the people, and their sin is greater than their profit’. And they are asking
you what they should be spending. Say: ‘The surplus’. Like that, Allah Clarifies the Verses
for you, perhaps you would be pondering [2:219]
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Would one of you like that there should happen to be a garden for him, of palm tree, and
grape vines, the rivers flowing beneath it; for him in it to be every (kind of) fruit, and old
age hits him, and for him are weak offspring. Then a tornado in which is fire, hits it, so it
gets incinerated. Like that, Allah Clarifies the Signs for you, perhaps you would be pondering
[2:266]
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Those who are recalling Allah standing and sitting and (lying) on their sides and are thinking
regarding the Creation of the skies and the earth: ‘Our Lord! You have not Created this in
vain! Glory be to You; Save us then from Punishment of the Fire [3:191] Our Lord! The one
whom you enter into the Fire so You have Disgraced him, and for the unjust there will not
be anyone from the helpers [3:192]
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Say: ‘I am not saying to you all there are treasures of Allah with me nor do | know the
unseen, nor am | saying to you | am an Angel. Surely | follow only what is Revealed unto
me’. Say: ‘Are they alike, the blind and the seeing one? Are you not thinking?’ [6:50]
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And hade We so Desired, We would have Raised him with these, but he adhered to the
ground and followed his whims. So his example is like the dog, if you attack upon him he
lolls out his tongue, or if you leave him, he lolls out his tongue. That is an example of the
people who belied Our Signs, therefore relate the story, perhaps they would be pondering
[7:176]
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Or are they not thinking that there is no insanity with their companion? Surely, he is only a
clear warner [7:184]
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But rather, an example of the life of the world is like water We Send down from the sky. So
it mingles with the vegetation of the earth from what the people and the animals eat, until
when earth takes its garnish and its adornment, and its people think they are able upon it,
Our Command come to it at night or by day, and We Make it mowed down as if it had not

flourished the day before. Like that, We Detail the Signs for a people who are pondering
[10:24]
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And He is the One Who Extended the earth and Made therein mountains and rivers. And
from each of the fruits He Made two pairs in these. He Makes the night to cover the day.
Surely in that are Signs for a people who ponder [13:3]
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With it He Grows for you the crops, and the olives, and the palm trees, and the grapes, and
from all fruits. Surely in that is a Sign for a people who ponder [16:11]
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And He Made subservient for you the night, and the day, and the sun, and the moon; and
the stars are made subservient by His Command. Surely there are signs in this for a people
who use their intellects [16:12]
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With the clear proofs and the Scriptures, and We Sent the Reminder to you in order to clarify

to the people what has been Sent to them, and perhaps they would be thinking [16:44]
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Then eat from all the fruits and travel the Way of your Lord submissively’. There comes out

from their bellies a drink of different colours wherein is healing for the people. Surely in that
there is a Sign for a thinking people” [16:69]

~

Jéjj O’Lb ‘>1\ s U upﬂ“j oL B 5l G o 4 2 19S5 4
z ; é ;
{8} ‘-’jﬁ@vﬁ{) e uA.J\ s PS03 8 A

Or do they not reflect within themselves? Allah did not Create the skies and the earth and
what is between the two except with the Truth, and for a specified term, and surely most of
the people are deniers of the meeting with their Lord [30:8]
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And from His Signs is that He Created for you spouses from yourselves that you may find
rest in them, and He Made cordiality and mercy to be between you. Surely, in that there are
Signs for a people who ponder [30:21]

EA%Y

Q/T&' Y

D sty 38l ) o

G il e 18l U 0 15805 % iy g B 148 ;
{46} s 1l 0l G 180 25 YL 340

Say: ‘But rather, | preach to you with one (matter) - you will be standing for Allah in pairs
and individually, then you shall be pondering. Your companion is not insane. Surely, he is
only a warner to you all before a severe Punishment (befalls)’ [34:46]
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Allah Takes away the souls when they die, and those who do not die in their sleep. So He
Withholds those whom the death is Decreed upon, and He Sends back the others to a
specified term. Surely, in that, there are Signs for a thinking people [39:42]
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And He Subdued for you whatever is in the skies and whatever is in the earth altogether
from it. Surely, in that are Signs for a people who think [45:13]
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Had We Revealed this Quran unto a mountain, you would have seen it humbled, cracking
down from fear of Allah, and these are examples We Strike for the people, perhaps they
would be pondering [59:21]
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Are they not then pondering on the Quran? And if it was from anyone other than Allah, they
would have found in it a lot of discrepancies [4:82]
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So do they not ponder on the Quran, or are there locks upon (their) hearts [47:24]
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APPENDIX II
Qayas (Analogy) in Religion
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He said: Abu Ja'far Muhammad b. Ali reported from Muhammad b. al-Hasan b. al-Waleed, who reported from
Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-Saffar, who reported from Ya'qoob b. Yazeed, from Hammad b. Isa, from Hammad b.
Uthman, from Zurarah b. A'ayan who said:

Imam Abu Ja'far Muhammad bin Ali®*"s, told me: "O Zurarah, keep away from the people who
apply analogy in the matters of religion. Surely, they have abandoned the knowledge which
was given to them, and entered into unnecessary hair splitting matters, which had already
been decided for them. They interpret the ‘Al-Akhbar’>! (the way they like) and ascribe lies to
Allah#%i, And as for their affairs, | see a man, among them, who when called from the front,
he answers to the one who is behind him, and when called from the rear, he responds to the
one who is in front of him. Thus, they wonder aimlessly on the earth as well as in religion.">?
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Muhammad Bin Ali Bin Al Husayn in Al Amaali from Muhammad Bin Amr Al Hafiz Al Baghdady, from Muhammad
Bin Ahmad Bin Sabit, from Muhammad Bin Al Hassan Bin Al Abbas Al Khazaie, from Hasan Bin Husayn Al Arny,
from Amro Bin Sabit, from Ata’a Bin Al Sa’ib, from Abu Yahya, from lbn Abbas who said:

The Messenger of Allah™®"" said to him when he mentioned a sermon of hisSaVY: ‘Surely Ali"
asws js myS@WW prother, and mys®WY successor, and he@%s is mys@W Caliph, and he®"s is the
speaker from me=2"W_If you were to seek guidance from him he?"* will guide you, and if you
were to follow him™@Ws he@sWs will give you salvation, and if you were to oppose him™¥s you
will go astray. Allah?? Sent down the Quran upon me=®%, and it is such that the one who
opposes it has gone astray, and the one who seeks its knowledge from anyone other than Ali
-asws will perish’.>3

5! Traditions (Ahadith)
52 AAmali-E-Mufeed Page-51, Bihar Vol-2 Page-308, Wasilu Shia Vol-27 Page-59
53 Wasail-ul-Shia, H. 33560
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And it has been related in a previous Hadith from Abu Abdullah®%* where he?"* said to Abu
Haneefa: ‘Leave off opinions and analogies, and whatever has been said by the people
regarding the religion of Allah-#%, there is no proof for that’.>
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Ali ibn Ibrahim has narrated from his father from Ahmad ibn ‘Abd Allah al-’Aqili from ‘Isa ibn ‘Abd Allah al-
Qurashi who has said the following:

‘Once, Abu Haneefa came to see Imam Abu ‘Abd Allah?%s who said to Abu Haneefa, ‘O Abu
Haneefa, do you practice analogy> as | hear you do’? Abu Haneefa replied, ‘Yes, | do practice
analogy.” The Imam™"Ys then said to him, ‘Do not practice it; the first person who used
analogy was lblis when he said, “Lord, you have created me from fire and created him from

clay.’ He analogised fire with clay. If he had compared ‘4,5’ the light in Adam™ and light of

‘ W the fire, he would have learned about the difference between the two lights and the

excellence of one over the other.’*®

> Wasail-ul-Shia, H. 33414
5 Comparative/similarity/likeness/resemblance
5 Al-Kafi, Vol. 1, - H 176, Ch. 19, h20
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