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CHAPTER 104
AL-HUMAZA
(The Gossipmonger)
(9 VERSES)

VERSES1-9
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Brief Introduction of 104:

Sura Al-Humaza (9 verses) was revealed in Makkah. The Verses condemn the slanderer and
the backbiter, i.e., woe to every slanderer, he who backbites people and despises the poor.
He who twists his neck and head and becomes angry when he sees a poor person or a
beggar. He who has collected wealth and counted it and He thinks that his wealth will make
him immortal. No! He will be thrown into the Crusher. The Crusher is the Fire that destroys
everything. Abu Dharr™ said: Give glad tidings to the arrogant of a cauterization.!
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Ibn Babuwayh, by his chain, from Abu Baseer
(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah@%s having said: ‘The one who recites: Woe would

be for every slanderer, defamer [104:1] in his Obligatory (Salats), Allah** would Distance
poverty from him, and Bring to him the sustenance, and repulse from him evil death’.?
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And from Khawaas Al-Quran —

! Tafsir al-Qummi, Vol. 2, p. 442
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It has been reported from the Prophets®¥ having said: ‘The one who recites this Chapter
would have for him the Rewards equal the number of the ones who ridiculed Muhammad-
saww and his®W companions, and if it is recited upon the eyes, it would be beneficial for it’.3
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And Al-Sadiq™®"s said: ‘When it (Chapter 104) is recited upon the one on whom is an evil
eye, it would decline from him, by the Power of Allah??¥i the Exalted’.*

VERSE 1

{1} s 53 ) s

Woe would be for every slanderer, defamer [104:1]
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Muhammad Bin Al Abbas, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Al Nowfaly, from Muhammad Bin Abdullah Bin
Mahraan, from Muhammad Bin Khalid Al Bargy, from Muhammad Bin Suleyman Al Dulaimy, from his father
Suleyman who said:

‘| said to Abu Abdullah®"s, “‘What is the Meaning of the Words of the Mighty and Majestic:
Woe would be for every slanderer, defamer [104:1]?’ He™®"* said: ‘The ones who slander
the Progeny " of Muhammad=®"¥ for their?"s rights and defame them=**s, and sit (as a
chief) in gatherings in which the Progeny?®%s of Muhammad*®"¥ have a more deserving
right for it than them’.®

The slanderer and the defamer from the metamorphosed creatures
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In the Book Al Khisaal

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®%s, from his@%s father®W“s, from hisaWs
grandfather®"s having said: ‘The metamorphosed ones from the Children of Adam™s%s are
thirteen’ — until he™®"s said: ‘And as for the scorpion, it used to be two (types) of men, a
slanderer (Humaza) and defamer (Lumaza), so Allah®¥ Morphed him into a scorpion’.®
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And in it as well

(It has been narrated) from Ja’far?¥s Bin Muhammad?*s, from his?®"“* father, from his?W"s
grandfather Ali®¥s Bin Abu Talib®" having said: ‘I"*%* asked Rasool-Allah*®"" about the
metamorphosed ones, so he ¥ said: ‘The elephant and the bear’, until he "% said: ‘And as
for the scorpion, it used to be the man of a biting (tongue), from whom (others) were not
safe from his tongue’.”

The slanderer and the defamer on the Day of Judgment
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In Awaly Al Lu’aly —

And hes®¥ said: ‘I®"W saw on the night of the ascension, a group of people whose flesh was
being cut off from their sides and being fed to them, and it was being said to them: ‘Eat!
What you used to eat from the flesh of your brothers’. So I*"% said: ‘O Jibraeel®! Who are
these people?’ So he®Ys said: ‘They are the slanderers from your*"W community, the
defamers’ (enemies of Ahl Al-Bayt2s%s) 2

VERSES 2 & 3
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Who (illegally) amasses wealth and counts it [104:2]
(3} salaf oy & e oz

He reckons that his wealth would be everlasting for him (make him immortal) [104:3]
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In the Book Al-Khisaal —
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‘I heard Al-Reza®"“* saying: ‘Wealth cannot be gathered except by five characteristics —
Extreme stinginess, long hopes, and overwhelming greed, and severing of family ties, and
giving preference to the world over the Hereafter’.?
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In the Book Al Tawheed, by its chain going up to Aban Al Ahmar

(It has been narrated) from Al-Sadig@*s, that a man came up to him?"“* and said to him?"s,
‘May my father and my mother be sacrificed for you?"s, give me some advice’.
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The Imam™@%s said: ‘If the good deeds were the true reality, then why the gathering (of the
wealth)? And if the replacement from Allah??* Mighty and Majestic was the true reality,
then why the miserliness?’1?

VERSES 4 - 7
{4} {\.&L’i\ L% f):\:-:-;j gﬁ\g
No (escape for him)! We will Hurling (him) into the Crusher [104:4]
(5} Lldy w A s
And what will make you realize what the Crusher is? [104:5]
{6} 36,20 &1 56
A Fire of Allah, Ignited [104:6]
(7} 539 Jo s
Which would emerge over the hearts [104:7]

The Crusher — Al-Hutama — 4" Level of Hell
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‘From Abu Ja’far?®%s (having said) regarding His®" Words: ‘And surely Hell is Promised to
them altogether [15:43], they would be paused upon the Path (bridge). And as for: For it
there are seven doors, each door being for an Assigned segment of them [15:44], so it has
reached me"s, and Allah?* is more Knowing, that Allah®*"/ Made it (Hell) to be of seven
levels —
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Its top (level) is Al-Jaheem. Its people would be paused upon a hill from it. Their brains
would boil therein like the boiling of the pots and whatever is in it.
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And the second (level) It is a Flame [70:15] Dragging them for the roasting [70:16]
Claiming ones who turned and fled [70:17] And amassed, then stashed it [70:18].
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And the third is, Saqar [74:26] It neither lets remain nor spares (anyone) [74:28] Scorching
for the person [74:29] Upon it are nineteen [74:30].
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And the fourth is, Al-Hutama [104:4], and from it is the Revenge. It throws out sparks like
towers [77:32] As if it was a string of yellow camels [77:33]. One who comes to it would be
pounded like the kohl (powder), but the soul will not be dying. Every time they become like
the kohl (powder), they would be returned (to their former state, and the process
repeated).
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And the fifth is Al-Hawiya, wherein is Malik (keeper of Hell). They would be calling out, O
Malik! Relieve us’. So, when he relieves them, he would make for them a utensil of brass
from fire wherein would be puss what would flow from their skins, as if it, is a respite. So,
when they raise it to drink from it, their flesh would fall off their faces from the intensity of
its heat, and these are the Words of Allah"®¥: And if they cry out for relief, they would be
relieved by water like molten copper grilling their faces. Evil is the drink and worse is the
dwelling [18:29]. One who collapses in it would collapse for seventy years in the Fire. Every
time his skin incinerates, it would be replaced with another skin.
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And the sixth, it is Al-Saeer wherein are three hundred canopies of Fire. In every canopy are
three hundred castles of Fire. In every castle are three hundred houses of Fire, in every
house are three hundred varieties of Punishment from other than the Punishment of the
Fire. Therein are serpents of Fire, and scorpions of Fire, and gatherings of Fire, and chains of
Fire, and shackles of Fire, and it is which Allah-®% is Saying: Surely, We have Prepared for
the Kadfirs, chains and shackles and Saeer [76:4].
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And the seventh is Jahannum (Hell), and therein is Al-Falaq [113:1], and it is a pit in Hell.
Whenever it is opened, the Fire gets inflamed with a blaze, and it is the most severe of the
Fires as Punishment. And as for Saoud, so it is a mountain of brass from Fire in the middle of
Hell. And as for Asama, so it is a valley of molten brass flowing around the mountains, and it
is the most severe of the Fires as Punishment””. 1!
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‘From him™@VYs (having said): ‘Hell, for it are seven doors, layered upon each other’, and
he2s%s placed his?*"s hand upon the other, and he?"s said: ‘Like this. And Allah***/ Placed
the Gardens to be upon the ground, and Placed the Fires on top of each other, so the lowest
of it is Jahannum (Hell), and above it is Laza, and above it is Al-Hutama, and above it is
Sagar, and above it is Al-Jaheem, and above it is Al-Saeer, and above it is Al-Hawiya”.1?

VERSE 8 & 9

It (Fire) would envelope around them [104:8]
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In extended columns [104:9]
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It is closed upon them. He said: It is locked in extended columns. He said: When the columns
are extended by Allah??, they will eat away at the skins. [By God, it will be eternal].3
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The Book (Description of Paradise and Hell): On the authority of Saeed bin Janah, he said: Awf bin Abdullah Al-
Azdi told me, on the authority of Jabir bin Yazid Al-Ju’fi, who narrated from;

on the authority of Abu Ja’far®%s - in a lengthy hadith in which he®% mentions the
description of the people of Hell - until he®"s said in it: “Then seventy thousand men,
neither bending nor breaking, then the Fire will enter from behind them, and it will come
out at the hearts, shrink the lips, and make the souls fly, and it will cook the skins, and the
fat will melt, and the Ever-Living, the Self-Sustaining?**l will become angry and say: O Malik,
say to them: Taste, for We will not increase you except in torment. O Malik, set the tone, set
the tone, My?*" wrath has become intense against those who have insulted Me®" on My
throne, and have belittled My?™ right, and 12"/ am the mighty King. Then Malik will call
out: O people of misguidance, arrogance, and comfort in this world, how will you find the
touch of Hellfire? He®"s said: They will say: Our hearts have been cooked, our flesh has
been eaten, and our bones have been crushed. We have no one to call for help or support.
Malik will say: By the glory of my Lord?2¥, | will only increase you in torment. They will say:
If our Lord were to torment us, He would not wrong us at all. He®"s said: Malik will say: So
they confessed their sin, so away with the companions of the Blaze. Then the Almighty 3"
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will become angry and say: O Malik, set fire, set fire. So, Malik will become angry and send a
black cloud upon them that will shade all the people of the Fire. Then he will call out to
them and the first of them and the last of them and the farthest of them and the nearest of
them will hear it. He will say: What do you want me to send rain upon you? They will say:
“Cold water! How thirsty we are! How long is our humiliation!” Then He will rain down upon
them stones, hooks, and snare-hooks, and scum, and worms of fire, which will roast their
faces and foreheads, blind their eyes, and shatter their bones.

Then they will cry out: “Oh, destruction!” When the bones remain naked [of flesh], the
wrath of God?* will be intense. He®" will Say: O Malik, pour it on them like firewood in a
fire. Then its waves will strike their souls in the Fire for seventy column heights, then its
doors will close on them from door to door, a journey of five hundred years, and the
thickness of the door [is a journey of] one hundred years. Then, each man of them will be
placed in three coffins of iron [of fire], one inside the other, so that no speech will be heard
from them ever, except that they will have a sigh therein. Like the sniffling of mules and a
braying like the braying of donkeys, and a howl like the howling of dogs, deaf, dumb, and
blind, so they have no share in it.

Speech is nothing but groaning. Its doors will be closed upon them, and its pillars will be
shut upon them. No soul will enter upon them, and no sorrow will ever leave them. It will be
closed upon them - meaning closed - they will have no intercessors from the angels, nor any
close friend from the people of Paradise. The Lord?*" will Forget them (would not consider
them anymore) and will erase their remembrance from the hearts of the servants, so they
are never mentioned, so we seek refuge in God?™, the Great, the Forgiving, the Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful [from the Fire and what is in it, and from every deed that brings
one closer to the Fire, for He®" is Forgiving, Merciful, Generous, and Noble.]**
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