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CHAPTER 105
AL-FEEL
(The Elephant)
(5 VERSES)

VERSES 1-5
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Brief Introduction of 105:

Sura Al-Feel (5 verses) was revealed in Makkah. The name of the Verse 105 comes from the
event when Abraha Bin Al-Sabah, King of Ethiopia intended to destroy the House (Kabah),
the Ethiopians came with elephants. Upon arriving at Makkah, They seized the camels of
Abdul Muttalib®%s Bin Hashim™?Ys — the grandfather of Rasool Allah*®*%, So Abdul
Muttalib®"s went to the king and demanded the release of his®"s camels. The king went on
to look in his®"Ys face which was radiating his®"s beauty, his®"* magnificence, and his@Ws
grandeur’. The King was surprised that Abdul Muttalib**s was not worried about the House
of Allah®* which was his main target (to uproot it and reestablish it in his country), Abdul
Muttalib?@"s said, | am the owner of the camels but there is an Owner of the Kabah, who will
protect it. And that’s exactly what had happened, Allah?*¥ Killed them through the flock of
birds who dropped stones on them.
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Ibn Babuwayh, by his chain, from Abu Baseer,
(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"s having said: ‘The one who recites in his
Obligatory (Salats): Did you not see how your Lord Dealt [105:1] (Surah Al-Feel), every coast

and mountain and valley would testify for him on the Day of Judgement that he used to be
from the praying ones. And a Caller will Call out for him on the Day of Judgement: “Ratify
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My22% Servant! 1% would Accept your testimony for him, and Enter him into the Paradise,
and will Reckon him, for he is from the ones whom 1?2 Love, and Love his deeds”.!
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And from Khawas Al Quran —

It has been reported from the Prophet™2"¥" having said: ‘One who recites this Surah (Al-Feel)
would be Protected by Allah-#*% from the Punishment, and the metamorphosis in the world.
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And if it is recited upon the spear which clashes (in battle) it would break what it collides
against’.2
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And Al-Sadig™®"* said: ‘It would not be recited upon a place of battle except the second
place of battle, the facing one, would be dismayed of being recited for it, and its recitation is
not except a strength for the heart”.3
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And from Abu Al Abbas
(It has been narrated) from one of the two (5™ Or 6 Imam?*) having said: ‘Did you not
see how your Lord Dealt [105:1] (Surah Al-Feel) and: For the protection of Quraysh [106:1]

(Surah Quraysh), is one Surah’.*

VERSES 1-5
.0 - © z “ 5/ PNy~ /f. o
Did you not see how your Lord Dealt with the owners of the elephant? [105:1]
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Did He not Make their plan to be in error? [105:2]
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2 Tafseer Al Burhan — H 11904
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4 Tafseer Noor Al Sagalayn — CH 106 H 4
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And He Sent birds upon them in flocks [105:3]
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Pelting them with stones of baked clay [105:4]

{5} J e cataat pglans

So He Made them to be like chewed up straw? [105:5]
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Al Sheykh in his Amaali, said, ‘It has been narrated from Abu Abdullah Muhammad Bin Muhammad — meaning
Al Mufeed — from Abu Al Hassan Ali Bin Bilal Al Mahalby, from Abdu Al Wahid Bin Abdullah Bin Yunus Al Rab’ie,
from Al Husayn Bin Muhammad lbn Aamir, from Al Moala Bin Muhammad Al Basry, from Muhammad Bin
Jamhour Al Aamy, from Ja’far Bin Basheer, from Suleyman Bin Sama’at, from Abdullah Bin Al Qasim, from

Abdullah Bin Sinan

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah Ja’far®%“s Bin Muhammad?$*s, from his@%s father
asws from his@Ws grandfather®"“s having said: ‘When Abraha Bin Al-Sabah, King of Ethiopia
intended to destroy the House (Kabah), the Ethiopians hastened to it. They raided the
wealth (camels) of Abdul Muttalib@$"* Bin Hashim™3s¥s,
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So Abdul Muttalib®"s went to the king. He®"%s sought permission to see him. He®"s was
given permission, and he was in a dome of silk upon his bed. He™®"s greeted him. Abraha
returned the greeting, and went on to look in his®% face which was radiating his?"s
beauty, and his@%s magnificence, and his®"s grandeur’. So he said to him?%s, ‘Did there
used to be in your®"s forefathers?"s this radiance which | see in you®"s, and the beauty?’
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He@%s said: ‘Yes, O king! All of my?#%s forefathers had this grandeur, and the beauty, and
the light, and the glory’.
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So Abraha said to him™@%s, ‘You™"s have surpassed the pride and honour of the kings, and
you%s have the right to be the master of your?"“s people’.
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Then he seated him™@Ys upon his bed and said, ‘Bring Sa’sah to me!’ — And it as was a huge
white elephant which had two tusks decorated with gems and jewels, and the king used to
show off by it to the other kings of the earth. So they came with Sa’sah, and it had been
decorated with all the beautiful decorations.

jut\sjtws&m@wLQMwMJuwcaﬁjdpam&wémij¢@M¢$§,¢dwwt@‘vau;w

Al ) el 193y 1 (e aids

So when it came close to the face of Abdul Muttalib®"s, it prostrated to him?%“s, and did
not prostrate to the king. Allah®*¥ Granted it the power of speech in Arabic, and it greeted
Abdul Muttalib®%s, When the king saw that, he was appalled by it and thought it was
sorcery, so he said, ‘Return the elephant to its place!’
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Then he said to Abdul Muttalib@%s, ‘So why have you™®"“ come? Your?®"“s generosity, and
prestige, and virtues had reached me, and | have seen your@%“s grandeur, and your?aWs
beauty, and your®"“s majesty. | will do whatever it takes to fulfil your?®"s request, so ask me
whatever you?*s so like’'.
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And he was thinking that he™®"s would ask him to return from Makkah. Abdul Muttalib2sWs
said to him, ‘Your companions have taken my?“* property and went away with it, so order
them to return it to me™“*’,
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He#%s said; ‘The Ethiopian was enraged at that, and said to Abdul Muttalib@“s, ‘You=2sWs
have fallen from my eyes. You™®"s come to me to ask me regarding your property, and |
have come to destroy your®%“s honour and the honour of your®%“s people, which they are
being distinguished by from every generation, and it is the House which they come to Haijj
for from every idol in the earth, but you™"* |eave asking me regarding that and instead you"
asws 3sk me regarding your?@sWs property?’
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So Abdul Muttalib*"s said to him: ‘% am not the Lord?*"i of the House which you intend
to destroy, but 1% am a lord of my?"“s property which your companions have taken. Thus
[#sWs came to ask you regarding what 1#%* am the Lord of, and for the House (Kabah) there is
a Lord?™i for it. He® would Protect it from the creatures, all of them, and is Higher by it
from them’.
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So the king said, ‘Return to him@W¥s hisWs property’. So they returned it back to him2s"s,
and he®%s |eft to go to Makkah. And the king followed him@%“s with the huge elephant
along with his army to destroy the House (Kabah).
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So before he carried on to enter the Sanctuary, he tied it, and if it had been left it would
have rushed back. Abdul Muttalib®s¥s said to his®"s servant: ‘Call my?*s son for me%“>, So
he came with Al-Abbas. He®%* said: ‘This is not the one 1% intended. Call my?"s sonasws
for me™®"*’, So he came with Abu Talib@%s, He"s said: ‘This is not the one I"* intended.
Call my@%s son@%s for me2"s, So he came with Abdullah?®"s, father®"“s of the Prophet=a"w,
When he®%s was in front of him@“s, he@%s (Abdul Muttalib?s¥%) said: ‘O my2%s son%¥s| Go
and ascend Mount Abu Qubays, then turn your?"s vision towards the ocean. So Look and
see which thing is coming from over there, and give me®"* the news of it’.
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He@%s said: ‘Abdullah™®%s climbed Abu Qubays, and it was not long before flocks of birds
came like the flood and the night. So he®%s descended from Abu Qubays, then went to the
House (Kabah) and performed Tawaaf of it seven times. Then he®"* went to Al-Safa and Al-
Marwa and circled these seven times.
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Abdullah@"“s went to his@%s father®"“s and informed him™2s¥s of the news. So he®"* said: ‘O
my 2% son@%sl ook at what is to become of its matter afterwards and give me?@%s the
news of it’.
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So he®%s |ooked and saw that it had taken (killed) most of the Ethiopian soldiers. So he@sWs
informed Abdul Muttalib?¥s of that. Abdul Muttalib®¥s went out and he®%s was saying: ‘O
people of Makkah! Come out to the army, and take your war booty!
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He s said: ‘They came to the army, and they were like decayed wood, and there was none
from the birds except that there were with it three pebbles — a pebble each in its beak and
its two claws. Each of the pebble killed one from the people. So, when they had come upon
all of them, the birds left, and there had never been seen before that, nor were ever seen
after it.
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When the people were destroyed in their entirety, Abdul Muttalib®%* came to the House
(Kabah), and he@%s recited (a poem) by holding its curtain: - ‘O Holder of the elephants at
Al-Maghmas (a place near Makkah on the road to Al-Taef)! He®" Pulverised them as if they
were rubble. In a gathering where souls perished’.
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And he®"s was saying (a poem) regarding the fleeing of the Quraysh, and their alarm from
the Ethiopian (army): ‘The Quraysh fled. When it was the Thursday, there remained an
individual who did not see a single companion. And none of them felt mean about it except
for a brother of mine®%s of a glorious self. A black in his family, a chief’.>
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Muhammad Bin Yaqoub, from a number of our companions, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Isa, from lbn
Abu Umeyr, from Muhammad Bin Hamraan, from Aban Bin Taghlub who said

‘Abu Abdullah®"s said: ‘When the Ethiopian cavalry set out, and they had elephants with
them, for the destruction of the House (Kabah) they passed by the camels of Abdul
Muttalib@"s, so they ushered the camels away with them.

el Lo g 1JB ceale oy bl e s 1 O3V b caadd) ol U el e clls il
That reached Abdul Muttalib?s¥s, so he®"s came to the Ethiopians. He®"s came up and (the
guard) called out, ‘This is Abdul Muttalib®%s Bin Hashim?@"“s!I” He (Abraha the king) said,

‘And what does he want?’
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The interpreter said, ‘He®"* has come regarding his®%* camels which were ushered away.
He?Ws is asking for their return’. So the Ethiopian king said to his companions, ‘This is the
Chief of a people and their leader! We come to the House which he worships in order to
destroy it, and he?®%s is asking me to return his camels! But, had he®%s asked me to
withhold the destruction, | would have done it. Return his®"s camels to him=s¥s,
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Abdul Muttalib@®"s to his interpreter: ‘What did the king say?’ So he informed him™ 2%, and
Abdul Muttalib@%s said: ‘% am the lord of the camels, and for this House is a Lord®%i to
prevent it (the attack)’. So he returned the camels back to him?%s, and Abdul Muttalibasws
left to go towards his@"s house.
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He3%s passed by the elephants during his departure, so he®"s said to the elephants: ‘O
Mahmoud!” So the elephant moved its head. Then he™®"* said to it: ‘Do you know why they
have come with you?’ The elephant said with (shook) its head, ‘No’. So Abdul Muttalib?s"s
said: ‘They have come with you to destroy the House of your Lord??"l. Do you see yourself
doing that?’ It said (shook) by its head, ‘No’.
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Abdul Muttalib™@WYs left for his house. When it was the morning they left by these
(elephants) to enter the Sanctuary. They (elephants) refused, and refrained against them.
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Abdul Muttalib@®"Ys said to one of his®"s friends during that: ‘Look at the top of the
mountain, do you see anything?’ He said, ‘I see blackness in front of the sea’. So he®"* said
to him: ‘It has affected your entire vision?’ He said to him™%s, ‘No’, and he doubted that he
might be affected. But when it (blackness) was closer, he said, ‘These are numerous birds
and | do not recognise them’.
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Each bird carried in its beak a pebble like the gravel, or other. So Abdul Muttalib?*"* said:
‘And the Lord®" of Abdul Muttalib®"s, what He#%¥ Intends except for the group (Ethiopian
cavalry). When they came over their heads, they all threw the pebbles unanimously. Each
pebble fell on an important man (of the cavalry), and came out from his back, killing him. So
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none of them remained except for one man who informed the (Ethiopian) people. So, when
he had informed them (of what had happened), a pebble came down upon him, killing
him’.®
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Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Isa, from Al Hassan Bin Mahboub, from Jameel Bin
Saaleh, from Abu Maryam

(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’fara¥s, said, ‘I asked him?#¥s about the Words of Allah
azwj Mighty and Majestic: And He Sent birds upon them in flocks [105:3] Pelting them with
stones of baked clay [105:4], he™®"* said: ‘These were low flying birds which came upon
them from the sea front. Their heads were like the heads of predatory birds, and their claws
were like the claws of predatory birds.
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With each of the birds were three stones. In their legs were two stones and in their beaks
was one stone each. So, they went on to pelt them by these until their bodies became
blistered with smallpox. So, they killed them by it and there was not seen before that
anything from the smallpox, nor were such birds seen before that day, nor after it’.
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He?Ys said: ‘And the ones from among them who escaped on that day went until they
reached Hazramaut, and it is a valley in a part of Yemen. Allah"#"¥ Sent against them a flood.
So, all of them drowned in it’. He™"* said: ‘And no water had been seen in that valley at all
for fifteen years before that’. He®%* said: ‘So that is why it has been named as Hazramaut
(death arrived), for that is where they died’.’
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In the Book Al Khisaal

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®%Ys, from his?%s father®%"s, from hisaWs
grandfather®"s having said: ‘The metamorphosed from the Children of Adam™* are thirteen’
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— until he®"s said: ‘And as for the elephant, so it was (a people) who copulated with the
beasts, so Allah?" metamorphosed them into elephants’.®
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In the Book Illal Al Shara’ie by its chain going up to Muhammad Bin Al Hassan, and A’lan

(It has been narrated) from Abu Al-Hassan®"s, in a lengthy Hadeeth, in which he®"s said:
‘As for the elephant, so it was as a result of adultery like the people of Prophet Lut.°
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In Rozat Al-Wa’izeen of Al-Mufeed who said

‘Ali®Ws Bin Al-Husayn?V“s said: ‘Abu Talib®% was discussing with Rasool-Allah=®"", Abu
Talib@%s said: ‘O son®"W of my 2" brother?"“s! Have you*®"" been Sent to all of people or
yoursaW community in particular?’

UAE) J& 9 )}MY' 9 u.’a.:.g‘)“ }»‘}“ (RES ;;l J}‘Jy ol \;NA’ 6.\JU c\;«zur.s’j k})’*‘“} :yﬁb u,a.:.s‘}“ Ly ('_,.Lw) J\JJ\ Jl J.g N JL;
pafly s i OseaVy o) b (3 pag JLH

HesaWW said: ‘No, but I*"¥ have been Sent to all of mankind, the white, and the black, and
the Arabs, and the non-Arabs. By the One?? in Whose Hand is my "V soul, I*"% am calling
to this matter, the white and the black, and the one on top of the mountain, and the one in
tossing in the oceans, and I*®"% am calling to the Sunnah, the Persians and the Byzantines
(Al-Roum)’.
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The Quraysh were baffled and were arrogant, and said, ‘But, are you™"* listening to what
the son™"W of your?®%s brother?“s and what he*®¥ is saying? By Allah®%i! |f Persia and
Byzantine were to hear this they would expel us from our land and break down the Kabah
stone by stone’.
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And He®" Revealed regarding their words, ‘Break down the Kabah stone by stone’, Did you

not see how your Lord Dealt with the owners of the elephant? [105:1] - up to the end of

the Verse’.10
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APPENDIX
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‘Abu Abdullah™@"Ys said: ‘When the master of Ethiopia (Abraha) diverted with the cavalry
horses and with them were the elephants, in order to demolish the House (Kabah), they
passed by the camels of Abdul Muttalib?"s, They ushered them (for themselves). So (the
news of) that reached Abdul Muttalib®"s, and he®%* came to the master of Ethiopia
(Abraha). The proclaimer entered and said, ‘This is Abdul Muttalib?*¥s Bin Hashim?s¥s!I’, So
he said, ‘And what does he®%s desire?’ The translator said, ‘He™®"* has come regarding
camels of his@%s which have been ushered (by us), asking you to return them’.
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The king of Ethiopia said to his companions, ‘This is a chief of the people and their leader. |
have come to his®"* House which he®"Ys worships, in order to demolish it, and he®¥s is
asking me to free his®"“s camels? But, had he®%s asked me to refrain from demolishing it, |
would have done so. Return his@¥s camels to him’. Abdul Muttalib?s¥¢ said to his translator:
‘What did the king say to you?’ He informed him?"s, Abdul Muttalib@"* said: ‘1°®%s am the
lord of the camels, and for this House (Kabah), there is a Lord?", Protecting it’.
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He returned his®%s camels to him?@%“s, and Abdul Muttalib®%s |eft towards his®%s house.
He@%s passed by the elephant during his"s leaving, and he®"s said to the elephant: ‘O
Mahmoud!” The elephant moved its head. He™®"s said: ‘Do you know why they have come
with you?’ The elephant said with its head, ‘No’. So, Abdul Muttalib?®"* said: ‘They came
with you in order to demolish the House of your Lord®*¥, Do you see yourself doing that?’ It
said with its head, ‘No’. Abdul Muttalib2s%s |eft to go to his@"* house’.
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When it was morning, they went with it in order to demolish the Sanctuary. But it refused
and prevented upon them. So Abdul Muttalib@**s said to one of his¥s friends during that:
‘Ascend to the top of the mountain and look if you can see anything’. He said, ‘I see

10 Tafseer Noor Al Sagalayn — CH 106 H 8 (Extract)
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blackness from the direction of the sea’. He™®"* said to him: ‘Do you visualise all of it?’ So he
said to him™@%“s, ‘No, | can almost see it". When it was nearer, he said, ‘There are a lot of
birds and | do not understand it. Every bird has a pebble in its beak like a flicking pebble, or
smaller than a flicking pebble’.
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Abdul Muttalib®"s said: ‘By the Lord?®% of Abdul Muttalib**! They are not intending
except for the group of people’. When they came to be above their heads, they cast the
pebbles altogether, and every pebble fell on top of a man and exited from his behind, and
killed him. So, none escaped from them except for one man who (ran back to his hometown
and) informed the people (what had happened to the king and his army). When he had
informed them, a pebble was thrown upon him, and killed him’.%!

I NEUN Y QLYW PRED - (L S (B TP I A INEE RS E N  IINEE e S BN IR AP

seod xR e s sl as 4 . Lot P B P
o031 3 &Sl aih § tlas A i 58 5 i far B 238 Cayh 18 O)

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®“s having said: ‘When the master (king) of
Ethiopia came over with the elephants intending to demolish the Kabah, (he) passed by the
camels of Abdul Muttalib®%s, so he took them. Abdul Muttalib®%* directed himself2“s to
his companions to ask him to return his®"“s camels back to him@%s, and he®% sought
permission to see him. They got the permission for him?"s and said to him, ‘This is a
nobleman of Quraysh, or a great one of Quraysh, and he is a man for whom is intellect and a
personality. He honoured him™@¥s and let him?"s come near.
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The he said to his interpreter, ‘Ask him@%s, “What is your®"Ys need?”’ He®"s said to him:
‘Your companions passed by camels of mine, they took them, therefore 1°**s would like you
to return these to me®%“*', He was astounded (surprised) from his@¥s request to him for the
return of the camels, and said, ‘This is the one who you all are claiming that he™®"Ys is the
great one of Quraysh and mentioned his™®"s intellect, neglecting asking me that | should
leave from his@%s House (Kabah) which he®%s worships. But, had he™®"“* asked me that |
should leave from demolishing it, | would have left it for him2s"s, from it’.
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The interpreter informed him2"* of his speech, so Abdul Muttalib®*"* said to him: ‘For that
House (Kabah) there is a Lord?* Defending it, and rather 1" asked you to return my
camels to me due to my®%s need to these’. He ordered with their return to him#%s and
Abdul Muttalib®"s went away until he®"“s came across the elephant upon the side of the
Sanctuary. He™®"s said to it: ‘Mahmoud!’ It moved its head, and he™®"* said to it: ‘Do you
know for what they have come with you?’ It said by (shaking) its head, ‘No’. So he®"s said:
‘They have come with you to demolish the House of your Lord??*i, Would you do it?’ It said
by (shaking) its head, ‘No’.
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He Y said: ‘So Abdul Muttalib?"* left from it and they came over with the elephants in
order to enter the Sanctuary. When they ended up to the side of the Sanctuary, it
obstructed from their entering. They struck it, but it still obstructed. They circled with it
around the Sanctuary, all of it. During each of that it obstructed against them and it did not
enter.
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And, Allah?™i Sent the birds upon them like swallows. In the beak (of each bird) was a stone
like a bean or so. So, it hovered on top of the man, then released it upon his head. So it
came out from his behind, to the extent that there did not remain anyone from them except
for one man who fled. Then, he went on to narrate to the people with what he saw, when a
bird from them emerged, when he raised his head and said, ‘This is the bird from it’, and the
bird came over until it hovered on top of his head, then cast it upon him. So, it came out
from his behind, and he died’.12

12 Al Kafi— V 4 — The Book of HajjCh 9 H 2
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