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Introduction:

In this short article, we will review the ‘Eman’ (belief), and its temporary state
(transition). A momin (believer) must analyse his status of Eman and be fearful for
committing any ‘grave sins’ which may cause confiscation of his Eman’. As an
example, there are two famous personalities in the history of Islam, one of whom
was Al-Hurr lIbn Al-Riyahi, who was saved from securing a permanent abode at
bottom of the Hell by Imam Hussain®"* on the day of Ashura in 61 AH. Al-Hurr may
be regarded as one of the most fortunate persons on the face of the earth as he
travelled from the bottom of the hell to the upper most position in the Paradise within
a matter of few hours. On the other hand, there existed one of the most ill-fated
persons, Al-Zubeyr Ibn Awwam, who used to be a staunch support of Amir-ul-
Momineen®" and was one of the four adherents who supported Amir-ul-
Momineen when most of the Muslims reverted back to ‘Kufr’ (disbelief) after the
Shahada of Rasool Allah®®"", Al-Zubeyr, was the only one who opposed the allies of
the Abu Bakr by unsheathing his sword when they were taking, by force, Amir-ul-
Momineen®"* to the court of Abu Bakr. As time passed, Al-Zubeyr Ibn Awwam’s
Eman gradually drifted away and he ended-up drawing his sword against Amir-ul-
Momineen Ali*"® Ibn Abi Talib®"*, and was eventually killed during the battle of
‘Jammal’ (Battle of Camel).

asws

Amir-ul-Momineen®"* has frequently asked his followers to live their lives between
the fear and the hope, fear from losing Eman and hope of mercy and forgiveness
and except fear, nothing mends (the affairs of) a Momin.* With the help of Ahadith,
we will try to understand, what is Islam, Eman and the temporary Eman and what
one must do to protect one’s Eman.
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A number of our people have narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa from ibn Mahbub from
‘Abd ‘Aziz al-’Abdi from ‘Abd Allah ibn abu Yafur who has said:

‘Once | said to Abu Abd Allah®"* ‘| meet people and it increases my wonder when |
find people who do not consider you (Ahl Al-Bayt®**"®) as their guardians and

558 8 655 3 53k 38 o o5 3 5 ) a8 1 T O ¢ ST 0808 ¢ e o i st s e s f o e el s o i
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Imam Abu Abd Allah®"® says: My**"* father®®"* would say, ‘In the Qalb (heart) of a Momin (believer)
there are two lights. There is the light of fear and the light of hope. On being weighted no one of
these lights weighs differently from the other. (71 :0= 2z «(adwY) - L) AK)
Also see for example, Imam Sadiq®"® says: You will not be a faithful Momin (believer) before you
become fearful and hopeful. You will not be fearful and hopeful before you work for what you fear and
hope for. (Toufa tul Aqoul, pg. 436, saying no 112 (English translation).
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‘A'immah (Leaders with Divine Authority) but they consider so and so as their imam.
However, they are trustworthy, truthful and loyal. | also find people who consider you
as their guardians and ‘A’immah®"* but are not trustworthy, loyal and truthful.’

‘Abu’ Abd Allah®"* then sat in an upright position and turned to me as if upset, and
then said, ‘One who follows the religion of Allah®" under the guardianship of an
unjust imam who does not possesses Divine Authority, has no religion. One who
follows the religion of Allah®" under the guardianship of an Imam®"® who is just in
his dealings and possesses Divine Authority, will suffer no negative effect.’

‘| then asked: ‘Do those, in fact, have no religion, and these face no destruction?’
The Imam®"* said: ‘That is correct. Those have no religion and these face no
destruction.” Then, the Imam®"* said: ‘Have you not heard the words of Allah®":
‘Allah is the Guardian of the believers and it is He who takes them out of
darkness into light. ... © (2:257). It means that He®*" Takes them out of the
darkness of sins to the light of repentance and forgiveness because of their love for
us®" and their being under the guardianship of the just ‘Aimmah®"* (plural of

Imam) who possess Divine Authority.

He has also said: ‘The Devil is the guardian of those who deny the Truth and he
leads them from light to darkness .... * (2:257). It means that they were in the light
of Islam but when they accepted the guardianship and the leadership of every unjust
imam who possessed no authority from Allah®" their guardianship took them out of
the ‘Noor’ of Islam to the darkness of disbelief. Allah®**" then Made it necessary for
them to suffer in Fire along with the unbelievers, ‘ ... these are the dwellers of hell
wherein they will live forever (2:257)’.2

Definitions of Islam and Eman:
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In a Hadith by Mohammed Ibn Al-Farraj, who reports from Abi Daammah:

asws d asws

(The narrator says) | went to see (Imam) Al ibn Mohamme who was critically
ill. When | wanted to return after enquiring about his®*"* health, Imam®"* said to me,
O Abu Dammah! You have a right on me and | will narrate a Hadith to you, which
will make you happy’. | said, ‘O son of Rasool Allah®*"" please narrate to me what
else can be better than it?”. Imam®"® said: ‘1 was told by my®*"® father®",
Mohammed®"® lbn Ali*"°, who heard it from his®"® father Musa®"* lon Jafar®"*,
who heard it from his®"® father®"* Jafar®*"* Ibn Mohammed®"*, who heard it from
his®"* father®*"* Mohammed®"* 1bn Ali****, who heard it from his®"® father®"® Ali#"*

2 Al-Qatara, V. 2, pp. 78, Alkafi, V. 1, H. 965, Bihar V. 23, pg. 323, H. 8.. 376 : (=1 : ¢z A<l
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Ibn Hussain®"*, who says he®*"* has heard it from his®**"® father®™"* Ali*"® Ibn Abi
Talib®"®, who said 1*°"* was asked by Rasool Allah®*""; ‘O Ali®***® write it down!’. [*"®
asked: ‘What shall 1°*"® write, please dictate to me®"®. Rasool Allah®*"" said: ‘Write,
In the Name of Allah®" the Beneficent the Merciful.

The ‘Eman’ (faith) is that which resides in the ‘Qalb’ (heart) and is recognised
through the performed deeds whereas the Islam flows through the tongue (words
only) and makes permissible the relationships (marrying a woman).?

Jsially QU g Jyems Joe 5 Jseie I3 OLEYI ¢ JU

(Amir-ul-Momineen®"* said): The Eman is the Accepted Word, and the deed
performed (under it), and (with it’s) ‘Jsixall (4 2’ sound recognition.
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Ali*"™ jbn Musa Reza®"* told me that my®"* father®®"® narrated from his®"®

father®™"® from his®"® fathers®"*® that Ali®**"* ibn Abi Talib®"® has said: ‘Rasool
Allah®®™ has said: ‘Eman is to recognise from the Qalb (heart) and utter it from the
tongue and act upon it through limbs.>

ek g s by g J6

asws

Imam Mohammed Bagqir says: Is ‘Eman’ (anything other than) the ‘Love’ and
Hatred (the love of Ahl Al-Bayt®" and hatred against their®** enemies'®)?°

The Difference between the ‘Islam’ and the ‘Eman’:
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Ali ibn Ibrahim has narrated from his father, who from Mohammed ibn Isa, from who
from Yunus, who from Jami ibn Darraj, who says:

| asked Abu Abd Allah®"® about the Words of Allah. The Arabs have said: We
have established Eman (belief). Say ‘You have not established Eman but say,
We have accepted Islam.” Eman has not yet entered your ‘Qalub’ (hearts)
(49:14).8 The Imam®"* said: ‘Do you not see that the Eman is other than (higher) Al-
Islam?’.

® Bihar-vol-50, page-208

*Tuhaf al-Ugoul, pg. 258(English), no. 153, 224 : s= Jsiallcess
®> Jama-ul-Akhbar, Ch. 18, H, 137
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It has been narrated from him (the narrator of the previous Hadith), from Yunus from ibn Buayr, from
Abu Umayyah Yusuf ibn Thabit, who says:

| heard Abu Abd Allah®**"* saying: With Eman no deed can harm one and with
disbelief no deed can benefit one. Consider how Allah®*" has Said it, ‘What
prevents their offerings from acceptance is their disbelief in Allah and His
Rasool (Messenger)....(9:54) ...and they die as disbelievers (9:125).°
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Mohamed ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmed ibn Mohammed who from Ali ibn Al-Hakam, who from
Sufyan ibn Al-Simt, who says:

Once a man asked Abu Abd Allah®"®: ‘What is the difference between the Islam and
the Eman (belief)?” The Imam®"* then did not answer. Again he asked and the
Imam®"* did not answer. (Later on) then they met each other on the road while the
man was about to leave. Abu Abd Allah®"* said: ‘It seems as if you are about to
leave’. He said: ‘Yes, | am about to leave’. The Imam®"° then said: ‘Come to my
home for a meeting’. He met the Imam®** and asked him*"* about Islam and Eman
and about the difference between the two. The Imam®"* said: ‘Islam is what people
have publicly accepted, such as that no one deserves to be worshipped except
Allah®" Who has no partners. That Mohammed®®"" is His*" servant and His
Messenger, that it is obligatory to perform Salat (Prayer), pay Zakat (charity), to
perform Hajj of the House and Fast in the month of Ramadan. This is Islam’.

asws asws

The Imam (also) said: ‘Eman is the recognition of this issue (that the Imam IS
Given the Divine Authority over people and Jinn by Allah®"). In such a condition, if
one affirms the other principles of Islam but does not recognise this issue (that
Imam®**"* possesses the Divine Authority), he is a Muslim but has gone astray (has
no Eman).*°

A g gV e 0O Y 5 Lded A 055 488 Lt O

asws

(Imam Jafar-e-Sadiq says): It can happen that a servant is Muslim but not
‘Momin’ (believer). No one can be a Momin (having an Eman) unless he is Muslim.**

946410221z A< H. 3
10 X SN .
24 :pa 27 (RSl - L) SN H.4,
11330 1ua «oaill (Jsiall a3 an extract from a Hadith, the Quality of Islam
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Abu Ali Al-Ashari from Al-Hassan ibn Ali Al-Kufi, who from Abbas ibn Amir from Aban ibn Usman, who
from Fazil ibn Yassar, who says:

Abu Jafar®®"® has said: Islam is based on five foundations. These are the Salat,
Zaqgat, Soam, Hajj and al-Wilayah (Divine Authority of Aimmah). The call to none of
the other fundamentals has been so much emphasised (vital) as it has been to al-
Wilayah. People accepted the other four but they left aside this, meaning the Al-
Wilayat.*?

Deeds are only Accepted with Eman:
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Ali ibn Ibrahim has narrated from his father, who from ibn abu Umyr, who from Yunus, who from Al-
Hakam ibn Ayman, who from Al-Qasim Al-Sayarfi friend of Al-Mufaddal, who says:

| heard Abu Abd Allah®"* saying, Islam is to spare lives, protect the trust and make
the marriage lawful, but the reward (for the deeds only) come from Eman.*®
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Ali has narrated from his father, who from ibn Abu Umayr from Jamil ibn Darraj, who from Fudayl ibn
Yasar, who says:

| heard Abu Abd Allah®"* saying, Eman (belief) is inclusive of Islam but Islam is not
inclusive of it. ‘Eman’ is what sits in the ‘Qalub’ (hearts) and Islam is that which
legalises the marriages and inheritance and protects lives. Eman is inclusive of
Islam but Islam is not inclusive of Eman.**

Eman is Worthless unless One Acts upon what He Believes:

U3 )t 25 5 gl wie 4T J6 08 10nadl (D1 2 sl 02 BUs) 3 55T 06 L o3 152 23 JRT [yl sl
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Al-Haitham Al-Tamimi says:
Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘O Mitham Al-Tamimi! Those people who superficially believe

but disbelieve from their ‘Batin’ (inside) will not get any benefits (from their Eman).
However, those who believe from hearts but do not practice it will not get any benefit

218 10m 2 s(iadl¥l - L) S, H.3,
1224 1ga 2z (kY - L) S, . 1.
1426 10m 2 (ke - L) S, H. 3,
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either. Therefore, one has no Eman if it's only exoteric (Zahir) unless he also has it
esoterically (Batin) and similarly one has no Eman if its only esoteric (Batin) without
having it exoterically executed (demonstrating it).*®

The Conditions of ‘Eman’ (Belief)

B Gl Sdis ESF Gy s dwau,Muﬁu&wdxdﬁou\f ENCRMNEE MRS JUEEA PP
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It has been narrated by several of our people, who heard it from Ahmad Ibn Mohammed ibn Isa, who
from ibn Sinan, who from ibn Muskan, who from Sadeer, who says:

Once, | asked Abu Jafar®"®: ‘| just left your supporters and followers (who were)
opposing and denouncing each other’. The narrator has said that Imam®"® then
asked: ‘What do you have to do with their conditions? People have three obligations;
they must achieve Marifat of Aimmah®"*; submit to their®*"* instructions and refer to

them®"* in their disputes and differences*®.

55 Hes Oy a5 QW 5 B0l U g s Gl oo o s 28 0l 2 o) 2 and o Jar o i 13 e
Gle 038G T 5 Gl 3% 5 U pled Sopdy J6 Lot Wb

About the Words of Allah: Whoever achieves Virtue We will increase for him its
merits...(42:23). Abu Jafar®*"® said: (in this Verse) the achievement refers to one’s

submission to us®"*, his speaking the truth from us®"* and not to ascribe any lies to
asws 17
us®"s,
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Ali ibn Mohammed ibn Abd Allah, from Ahmed ibn Mohammed Al-Barqgi, who from his father, who
from Mohammed Ibn Abd Al-Hameed, who from Mansur ibn Younis, who from Bashir Al-Dahan, who
from Kamil Al-Timmar, who says, | heard:

Abu Jafr®®" has said about the words of Allah: ‘Triumphant indeed are the
believers (23:1). Do you know who the ‘Triumphants’ are? | said: You®**"* know the
best.” Imam®"* said: The Triumphants are those ‘Momin’ who follow our®"®
teachings (Ahadith) and those who submit to our teachings are called ‘Najbah’ (the
salvaged ones). Thus, a Momin is ‘Al-gharib’ (a stranger/a rarity) - the ‘Tubbah’ (a
tree in Paradise) in the Hereafter is for them (the strangers Believers).'®

1ol a0 sadall agil - 302 24 sV
1039110211z A H.1.
173911 0=1 1z LS, H4.
39110211z S H.5.
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The Complete Eman:
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Ali ibn Mohammed narrates that he heard from some of their companions, who from Al-Ghashab, who
from Al-Abbas ibn Amir, who from Rabee Al-Musali, who from Yahiya ibn Zakaya Al-Ansari, who says:

| heard Abu Abd Allah®"® say: ‘Whoever loves to have a complete Eman (faith)
must say: ‘Everything that | say is from the family of Mohammed®"®, whatever they
kept secret or made public, whatever has reached me from them®"* and what has
not reached me’.
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azwj

Ahmed ibn Mehran, may Allah be Pleased with him, from Abd Al-Azeem Al-Hassani, from Ali ibn
Asbat, who form Ali ibn Agbah, from Al-Hakam ibn Aman, who from Abi Baseer, who says:

Once | asked Abu Abd Allah®"®, about the Words of Allah, Those of Our servants
who listen to the Words and follow only the best ones...(39:18): The Imam®"®
said: ‘They are those who are submissive to the (commands of) Ahl Al-Bayt®"* of
Mohammed®®"". It is they who when hearing a Hadith neither add anything to it nor
they omit anything from it. They present it just as they have heard’.*

The Levels of Eman:
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Abu Abd Allah®"s has said: ‘Allah®" Made Eman in seven shares;

g g G g e 5 s 5 siia 5 500 (1) Virtue, Truthfulness, Certainty, Content,
Loyalty, Knowledge, and Forbearance.

Allah®® then Distributed it among the people. Whoever received all seven shares is
perfect and strong (in Eman). Allah®" has Given to certain people one share or two
or three and so on up to seven.” The Imam®"* then said: ‘Do not expect two shares

1939110211z &< H. 8.
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(like performance) from those who have been given one share or three from those
who have received two shares, lest you overburden them, and so on up to seven.?°
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(Imam) Reza®™"® has said: Eman is higher in status than the Islam. The ‘ss&V
(Piety) is higher in status than the Eman and ‘Cily (certainty) i |s hlgher in status than
the 2. Nothing is distributed among people so little as ‘v 2
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Abu Abd Allah®*"*, once said: ‘There is nothing without a limit’. | (the narrator) then
asked: ‘May | be sacrificed for you®"*, what is the limit of the ‘JS5i" (the Trust on
Allah®")?’ (The Imam®**) said: ‘Its the ‘il (Certainty). |then asked, ‘What is the
limit of the ‘cil’. (The Imamasws) said: ‘It is when believing, Allah®" is on your side,
you do not fear anything.?

asws.,

One Loses Eman by Denying the Hadith of Ahl Al-Bayt
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Abu Jafar®**® has said: ‘The Rasool Allah®*"" has said that the Hadith (statement) of
the Ahl Al-Bayt (the Holy family of Prophet Mohammed®*"") are difficult and they
become more difficult. No one believes in them except the angels who are close to
Allah®" or the ‘Mursil’ Prophets (the Prophets which were given the Holy Books),
and a servant of Allah®" whose ‘Qalb’ (heart) Allah®" has Tested for the Eman
(Faith). Whatever comes to you of Hadith of Ahl Al-Bayt of Mohammed, if your Qalb
feels relief and you recognised then accept them. Whatever causes dislike in your
Qalb and you cannot recognise, leave them to Allah®", to the Rasool Allah®**" and
the ‘Al-Alims®*"®’ (Masomeen®"®) of Ahl Al-Bayt**"® of Mohammed®"". The ones to
perish are those who do not accept Hadith of Ahl Al-Bayt®™"°. Whenever one is
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narrated to them they say, By Allah®", this was not and that was not. (Beware!!)
Denial is disbelief.?®
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Once | said to Abu Abd Allah®" that I, one day, spoke of Tagiya (hiding something
out of fear) before Ali**"® ibn Al-Hussain®"°. He®*"* said, ‘By Allah®", if Abu Dhar™
knew what was in the Qalb (heart) of Salman™, he would have killed him even
though Rasool Allah®*"" had established brotherhood between them. What then do
you think of the rest of the people? The knowledge of the ‘Al-Ulemah’
(Masomeen®"®) is difficult and it becomes more difficult. No one is capable of
bearing it except a Mursil Prophet (who was given the Divine Book), or a ‘Muqarib’
angel (an angel of proximity) to Allah®", or a believer whose Qalb Allah®" has
Tested for Eman. The Imam®"* then said, the only reason that Salman' became of
the knowledgeable ones, is that he is a man from us (Ahl Al-Bayt**"®). For this
reason, | ascribed him to (level of) ‘Al-ulimah’ (the knowledgeable ones).?*

¢ Eslal U5 56 U AL St p Kl ol ped G ) 06 Gl akg e GRT g B e a g 2 A2
Y5 2L ALY Gl g Gatal U8 g8 G D elsd bl B A i 2 Y 5 et 2 Y 5 Lo G AL Y s

e ot Q) isf B sy L se g Qi E LBV D s s s s ala Vel g Y

0% Lo (G .%

rasws

‘Once | wrote to Imam Al-Hassan Al-Askari asking, ‘May | be sacrificed for you,
what is the meaning of the Hadith of Imam Jafar Al-Sadiq®"®: ‘Our Hadith are difficult
and they become more difficult. No one is capable of bearing them, except an angel
or a Mursil Prophet or a believer who's Qalb has been Tested by Allah®" for the
Eman’. The answer came: ‘The meaning of the words of the Truthful one (Al-
Sadig®"®), ‘No angel, Prophet or any believer is capable of bearing’; is that the angel
is not able to wait without disclosing such knowledge before another angel. A
Prophet® does not bear it means that he is not able to wait without allowing it out
before another Prophet®®. ‘The believer does not bear it’, means that he is not able
to wait to tell another believer about it. This is the meaning of the words of my
grandfather.?®
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| heard Imam Abu Abd Allah®" say: ‘We are the ones®"* obedience to whom is
obligatory by the Commands of Allah®". People have no other choice except to
recognise us®"® ‘Marafana’. They will not be excused for not recognising us®",
Those who recognise us®"® are the true believers; and those who refuse to
acknowledge our®®" Divine Authority are the unbelievers. Those who do not
recognise us®*"* and do not reject us®"* are straying and lost ones, until they return
to guidance and affirm the fact that Allah®*" has Made Obedience to us®"®
obligatory. However, if they die in their straying condition, Allah®" will deal with
them the way He®" would will.?®
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Once | asked him®*"® (the Imam): What is the best thing that can take people closer

to Allah? The Imam®"® replied: Of the matters that can take people closer to Allah,
the best one is to obey Him*", His Rasool**"" and the ‘Aulul Amr®*"®’ (those who are
Appointed by Allah®" as guardians). Imam Abu Jafar®*"® has said: To love us®"* is
the Eman and to harbour hatred toward us®"® is ‘Kufr’ (disbelief).?’

The Worst Form of Kufr:
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Imam Abu Abdullah (Jafar Sadig®"®) said: ‘A person is not ‘Nasbi’ who bears
grudges against us Ahlul Bait*® as you will not find a single fellow who would say
that he holds animosity against Mohammed®**"' and his progeny®® but in fact a
‘Nasbi’ is that who becomes your enemy due to your Eman (faith) on our®"* ‘Wiliyah’
and being among our®"* Shia’.8
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‘Eman’ cannot be acquired — It is a Gift from Allah®*":
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One day the Imam®"® said to us: You may find a man who does not make any

mistakes of the size of letter ‘L’ or ‘W’ and he is an impressive speaker while his
‘Qalb’ (heart) is darker than the darkest night. You may also find a man who is not
able tz% express what is in his ‘Qalb’ with his tongue while his heart shines like a
lamp.

A Momin is Selected and Tested by Allah®":
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(An Extract from Marifat-e- Nooraniya), Amir ul-Momineen Ali®**® Ibn Abi Talib®"*
says: O Salméan! The Eman of a believer will not attain the level of perfection unless
and until he would recognise me®"* as a ‘Noor’ (Divine Light). When someone
knows me®*** as ‘Noor’, only then he would truly attained Eman; he is the one whose
‘Qalb’ (heart) has been tested with the true Eman, whose chest (self) is dilated in
true Islam and whose Eman is based on discernment. Thus, he becomes devout
scholar (Arif) and content of his religion. But the one who fell short of this cognition -
- he will be a doubter, immersed in disbelief.

O Salman! O Jandab! A ‘Momin’ who has been tested by Allah®" is that who
instantly accepts our ‘Amr’ -attributes and he does not reject any matter ascribed to
ourselves®"®, Allah®" helps him through opening up his ‘Chest’. He will not exhibit
an element of doubt or suspicion. However, he who quibbles with ‘why and how’
becomes a disbeliever. Thus be submissive to ‘Amr-e-Allah’ we are, verily, the ‘Amr
Allah’ — the Cause of Allah®"!

O Salman! Allah®", said: ‘do not seek Allah®" ‘s help but through patience and
prayer: it is indeed hard except for those who possess a humble spirit.” ‘Patience’ is
Muhammad®®*" and ‘Prayer’ is my Wilayah. Thus, that is why Allah®" has declared
that it is indeed hard to comprehend these attributes. In fact, my ‘ Wilayah * is not
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easy to comprehend but for those who have a humble spirit. Thus Allah®** made my

Wilayat easier only for those who have the ‘humble spirits’.*

The Signs of Temporary Eman:
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Abu Abd Allah®"* has said: Sorrow, regret and lamentation strike the one who does
not benefit from what he sees and does not know what ground he is standing upon;
is it beneficial for him or harmful?’ | (the narrator) then asked: May | be sacrificed for
you®***, how to recognise the one who will find salvation (security from Hell)?’.

The Imam®"* said: One whose acts agree with his words, is the true proof of his
salvation and one whose deeds do not agree with his words, his Eman is
temporary.3!

The Temporary Eman:
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Al-Hassan®*"* having said: ‘Allah®" Created the
Prophets® upon the Prophet-hood, so they did not become (anything else) except
for Prophets®; and (Allah®") Created the believers upon the ‘Eman’ (belief), so they
did not become (anything else) except for believers; and Lent (temporary) Eman to a
people, so if He**" so Desires to, He**" would Complete it for them, and if He**" so
Desires to, would Confiscate it from them’.
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The Imam®** said: ‘And regarding them flows [6:98] then there is a (permanent)
resting-place and a (temporary) depository’. And he**"* said to me: ‘When so and

so (Al-Zubeyr) who was a (temporary) depository, he lied against us®™", Allah®"
Confiscated his Eman (belief)’.*?
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja'far®™"°, who said, ‘I said, ‘(What about) [6:98] And
He it is Who has Brought you into being from a single soul, then there is a
(permanent) resting-place and a (temporary) depository? He*"* said: ‘What are
the people of your city saying with regards to it?’ | said, ‘They are saying, ‘The
resting place is the womb, and the depository is regarding the confiscation’.
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So he®"* said: ‘They are lying! The resting place — is where the ‘Eman’ rests in his
Qalb (heart), so it is not removed from it, ever; and the depository — that which the
Eman is deposited in it for a time (temporary), then it is Confiscated. And Al-Zubeyr
was from them’.*®
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(Amir-ul-Momineen
BaytaSWS

said): Zubeyr used to be considered among us®"* the Ahl Al-
, until his ill-fated son, Abd Allah was born.**
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| heard either of the two Imams®"®, saying, ‘Allah®" has Created a creature for

Eman and there is no alteration in it. He**" has Created a creature for disbelief and
there is no alteration in it. He*" has Created a creature in between. He®" has
deposited Eman in certain individuals among them. If He®*" Wills to complete it for
them He*" Does so for them, but if He®*" Wishes to remove it from them He®*"
Does so and so and so had the temporary (Eman) among them’.*
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(Imam) Abu Abd Allah®"* has said: A servant of (Allah®") may live in the morning
as a believer (with Eman) and in the evening as an unbeliever (without Eman). One
may live in the morning as an unbeliever and in the evening as a believer. A people
(who are given a) borrowed Eman then it is removed from them and they are called
the people with ‘temporary’ (Eman). Then Imam®"** said: So and so is from them.*

Lol s P 3 s% g7 < oA Nz < al4 . o 0% L ow_ zo N e 3. .- o : . B o so .
R.;.@.gi;uj&Jﬂjﬁé’;}’ﬁ\ﬂ\.&bwﬂbqwﬂfggkc)g;ﬂ\éﬁgwfjﬁa.’c%uﬁ!gc%'fﬁbﬂﬁw:;&
}éjt;@f\)ﬁj“ﬂc%ﬁﬁjzdjé’i /'J/j?gf@\b%j}ﬁE)/TU;;/T&E&UL@Z?%L;&«JQUJ’}‘\;ﬂjﬁijfg;L;szuéﬁf/\.}é\;ii}‘ej@
O 3 il eli 1) pplaad 32ad GGy 56T AU G lle gl 5 0 05 Y AU Gl Gle 540 05 ¥ ol Gls gls all &) 256

sy i 0w L d6u g oA QY Bty D o B S8 060Gy el ik ol 4

asws

Once | was sitting when Abu Al-Hassan Musa
goat. | (the narrator) asked him®*"® ‘O young man®"*, do you know what your
father®®"* does? He®*"* commands us to do something and then he®*"* prohibits us
to do the same thing. He**"® commanded us to be friends with Abu Al-Khattab and
then he®*"* commanded us to condemn and disown him’.

passed by and with him was a

asws

Abu Al-Hassan®*"* said, and he was only a young boy, ‘Allah®" has Created a
creature for Eman, which does not leave (him). Allah®" has Created a creature for
disbelief which does not leave (him). Allah®" has Created a creature in between
and has deposited Eman in them and they are called people with temporary Eman.
When Allah®" Wills He**" Removes Eman from them and Abu Al-Khattab was the
one in whom Eman was deposited temporarily’.

h asws asws

| (the narrator) then went in the presence of Abu Abd Alla and informed him
of what | had said to Abu Al-Hassan®"* and what Abu Al-Hassan®"* had said to me.
Abu Abd Allah®"* then said: He®"* is one of the fountains from Prophet-hood.*’

Words of Rasool Allah®*"" regarding Usman and Al-Zubeyr:
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Usman said, ‘O Abu Al-Hassan®"™, but is there with you and with these
companions of yours®** a Hadith regarding myself?’ Ali**"* said: ‘Yes, 1°*"° heard the
Messenger of Allah®*"" curse you twice, then did not seek Forgiveness from Allah®"
for you after having cursed you’. Usman got angry, then said, ‘What is it to me and
what is it to you®*"* that you®"* do not leave me to myself, neither in the era of the
Prophet®®"" nor after him**"",
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Ali**"® said: ‘Yes, may Allah®" Grind your nose’ (Humiliate you). Usman said, ‘By

Allah®" | have heard from the Messenger of Allah®®"", he**"" said that: ‘Al-Zubeyr

will be killed as an apostate from Islam’. Salman® said, ‘Ali***"* said to me® — just

between me® and him®*"® — Usman spoke the truth, and that he will pay allegiance to
asws

me=" after the killing of Usman, and will break the allegiance and will be killed as an
apostate.*®

The Eman in the Qalb (Chest):
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| heard Abu Jafar®"® saying: There is the ‘Qalb’ in which there is neither Eman nor
disbelief, like a chunk of flesh. Does any one of you feel it is as such sometimes?*°
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(Imam) Abu Abd Allah®"® said: The ‘Qalb’ vibrates between the chest and the throat
until it forms Eman, when it does so it rests as is in the Words of Allah®", Whoever
believes in Allah his heart calms down (64:11).%
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(Imam) Abu Abd Allah®*® said: The Qalb continues to sink inside (the chest) in the
search of the ‘Haq’ (Truth). If it finds the Haq (Truth) it calms down and rests. The
Imam®**"* then recited this Verse: Allah will open the chest of whomever He
Wants to guide to Islam. But He will tighten the chest of the one whom He has
led astray, as though he were climbing high up into the sky. Thus, Allah
places wickedness on those who do not accept the Eman (64:11).**
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(Imam) Abu Abd Allah®"* said: Allah®" has Created the ‘Qalub’ (plural of Qalb) of
the believers wrapped up over Eman. When Allah Wills to light it up, He Opens it
with ‘Hikmah’ (wisdom) and Plants in it the knowledge. The Planter and the
Guardian thereof is the Lord of the Worlds.*?

The Reasons why a Believer (Momin) will Commit Sins:
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[6:95] Surely, Allah is the Splitter of the seed and the stone; He Extracts the
living from the dead and He is the Extractor of the dead from the living; that is
Allah! How are you then turned away [6:96] He Causes the dawn to break; and
He has Made the night for rest, and for the sun and the moon a calculation;
that is an Ordained (matter) of the Mighty, the Knowing
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‘Abu Abdullah®"* has said: ‘When Allah®" Mighty and Majestic Intended to Create
Adam?®, Sent Jibraeel® during the first hour of the day of Friday. So he® captured in
his right hand, and it reached from the seventh sky to the sky of the world, and took
from each sky, some dust. Then he* grabbed again from the highest seventh
firmament to the lowest seventh firmament.
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So Allah®" Mighty and Majestic Commanded him® to hold the first grab in his right
hand, and the other one in his® left hand. So the clay was in two halves. He*" Said:
“Leave some from the earth, and leave some from the skies”. So He®" Said to the
one in his® right hand: “From you would be the Rasools®*, and the Prophets®, and
the successors®, and the Truthful, and the Believers, and the martyrs, and the ones
1% Want to Honour”. So it Obligated for them, what He®**" Said, as He*" Said it'.
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And Said to the one in his* left hand: “From you would be the tyrants, and the
Polytheists, and the hypocrites, and the devils, and the ones whom 1*** Want to
disgrace and humiliate”. So it obligated for them what He®*" Said, as He*" Said it.
Then the two clays were mixed together, and these are the Words of the High [6:95]
Surely Allah is the Splitter of the seed and the stone. So the seed — is the clay of
the Believer upon whom Allah®" has Conferred His**" Love. And the stone — is the
clay of the Infidels who are away from every good. But rather, it is referred to as the
stone (s.sU') because it is away from the Truth and remote from Him®*".
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And Allah®" Mighty and Majestic Said He Extracts the living from the dead and
He is the Extractor of the dead from the living. So the living — it is the Believer
who comes out from the clay (lineage) of the Infidel. And the dead, which comes out
from the living — it is the Infidel who comes out form the clay (lineage) of the Believer.
So the living — it is the Believer, and the dead — it is the Infidel. And these are the
Words of Allah®" Mighty and Majestic [6:122] Is he who was dead then We
Raised him to life. So his death was his being mixed up with the clay of the Infidel,
and his life was when Allah®" Mighty and Majestic Separated the two by His®"
Word.
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That is how Allah®" Mighty and Majestic Extracts the Believer, from the darkness
which he had entered into, to the light thereby giving him a new life, and Expels the
Infidel from the light to the darkness after he had been entered into it (the Eman).
And these are the Words of Allah®" Mighty and Majestic [36:70] That it may warn

him who is alive, and (that) the Word may prove true against the unbelievers’.*®

The Eman and Sins:
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Once | asked Abu Abd Allah®"*: Does anyone, other than the believers (Momineen)
have any reward with Allah®" for his good deeds? The Imam®"* said: No, there is
no one as such.**
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Amir-ul-Momaneen Ali®"® |bn Abu Talib®*"*, would very often say about sin, ‘O
people, pay attention to your religion, pay attention to your religion. An evil deed in it
(your religion) is better than a good deed in something else. An evil deed in your
religion can be forgiven (by means of repenting) but a good deed in something else
will not be accepted.”®
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(Imam) Abu Abd Allah®"* has said: Amir-ul-Momaneen Ali®***® ibn Abu Talib®"®
would very often say about sin, ‘O people, pay attention to your religion, pay
attention to your religion. An evil deed in it (your religion) is better than a good deed
in something else. An evil deed in your religion can be forgiven (by means of
repenting) but a good deed in something else will not be accepted.’*®

Another Hadith, related to Eman and the sins, is included in the Appendix.

Momin Cares Less Losing World as Others Care Less upon Losing
Eman
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Abul Hassan®"* that Hazrat Issa Ibn Mariam® advised his® disciples: ‘O Children of

Israel' You should not grieve upon losing livelihood as long as your ‘Eman’ is intact
as those who are indulged in the World care less upon losing ‘Eman’ as long as their
livelihood is secure.*’
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Controlling the State of ‘Qalb’ (Heart):
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Once | was in the presence of Abu Jafar when Humran Ibn Ayan came in and
asked him®*"* a few things. When Humran wanted to stand up and leave he said to
Abu Jafar®*"*: ‘I would like to tell you, may Allah®*" Grant you long life for us so we
benefit from you®**"* more, whenever we come to you®"* and then leave our ‘Qalub’
(plural of Qalb — hearts) feel affectionate, we forget ourselves in the world, and what
is in the hands of people — from the belongings seem to us insignificant. However,
when we leave you and meet others and business people we begin to love the world.
Abu Jafar®™"® said: The ‘Qalub’ (hearts) sometimes get hardened and at other times
get softened’.

Abu Jafar®**® then said: The companions of (Prophet) Mohammed®**"" had said: ‘O
Rasool Allah®*"", we are afraid of hypocrisy’. The Imam®"® said that then Rasool
Allah®®"™ asked: ‘Why are you afraid of it?” They said, When we are in your®®""
presence, you**™ remind us (of our religion), encourage us to (do) good deeds, we
feel fear (of Allah®"), forget the world and restrain ourselves from it, as if we
observe the next life, the Paradise and the Fire while we are in your presence.

When we leave your®™®"" presence, go to these houses, sense the smell of the
children and see the family and relatives, our conditions that we had in your
presence changes. It is as if we are on nothing (of Eman). Do you fear that is

hypocrisy in us?’

The Rasool Allah®*" said: ‘Beware; this is among the steps of Satan who
encourages you to be interested in the world. By Allah®", if you continue in such
conditions that you have described to exist in you (in my**"" presence), the angels
would shake hands with you and you can walk over the water. Even if you do not
commit any sin and do not need to ask Allah®"'s forgiveness, Allah®™" will Create a
creature who will sin then ask Him*" for forgiveness and He*" will Forgive them.
Believing people are under trail and they repent. Have you not heard the Words of
Allah®", Allah Loves those who repent and those cleanse themselves (2:222)
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and also Allah®" has Said: Ask your Lord for forgiveness and turn to Him in

repentance (11:3).%8
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Imam Ali Al-Reza®*"® has said that Rasool Allah®®"" said: ‘To keep a good deed
unnoticed is equal to seventy good deeds. Publicising an evil deed brings
humiliation and for its concealment one may receive forgiveness’.*

Prayers for the Protection of Eman:
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Imam Abu Al-Hassan 7" Imam one said to me, ‘Recite very frequently:

i G 355 5 ayadll G asd Ll

O Lord®", do not Place me among those whose Eman (belief) is temporary and do
not take me out of shortcomings’

| (the narrator) asked, ‘I know who the people of temporary belief are, but what are
the meanings of the ‘Do not take me out of shortcomings’?

The Imam®" replied: In every good deed you may perform, just for the sake of
Allah®", you should feel within yourself as falling far short; all people in their deeds
between them and Allah®", the Most Majestic, the Most Holy, fall far short from
(delivering) perfect (deeds).**

e Jat 1 e ala) ) JB Nl i) 3 Uy e gt of & g6 (o iy (L ey @& o il 1
s el e 1l €alually 3 LTy Ol ands Ty ade i o ) Jguny oon et et Saled VT 2l

Sulaym said, ‘You®™" have turned away (problems) from me, and clarified for me,
and healed my chest. Supplicate to Allah®" that He**" should Make me a friend to
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you®*** in the world and the Hereafter'. He®"* said: ‘Our®"*® Allah®"! Make him to be
among them’. Then Ali®"° addressed me by saying: ‘Shall 1***® teach you what 1%°**
heard from the Messenger of Allah®*"" that I*** have taught Salman® and Abu
Dharr® and Al-Migdad®?’ | said, ‘Yes, O Amir-ul-Momineen®"*".
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He®*"® said: ‘Recite every morning and evening ‘Our Allah®", Resurrect me on the
Eman, and the ratification of Muhammad®"", Your®**" Messenger®®"", and the
Wilayah of Ali**"® Bin Abu Talib®"*, and all the Imams®"® of the Progeny®"* of
Muhammad®®¥, for | am pleased with that, O Lord®"", 10 times’. | said, ‘O Amir-ul-
Momineen®"*, that has been narrated to me by Salman®, and Abu Dharr® and Al-
Migdad®. | have never let go of it since | heard it from them®”. He®"* said: ‘Do not let

go of it for what remains of your life’.>?
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‘| asked Abu Abdullah®"®, so | said to him*"®, ‘May | be sacrificed for you®"*!

Your®*"® Shias are saying that for the Eman is there is a (permanent) resting-place
and a (temporary) depository. Therefore, teach me something which when | am
killed, my Eman would be complete’.
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The Imam said: ‘Say at the end of every Obligatory Prayer,
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‘I am pleased with Allah®" as a Lord®*", and Muhammad*®"" as a Prophet, and with
Al-lslam as a Religion, and with the Quran as a Book, and with the Kabah as a

%2 Kitab Sulam ibn Qais Hilali, H. 7
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Qiblah, and with Ali**"* as a Guardian and an Imam®"*®, and with Al-Hassan®*** and

Al-Husayn®"* and the Imams®"°. Our Allah®®! | am pleased with them®"* as
Imams®*®, so Make them®"* to be pleased with me, You®" have Power over
everything’.>
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Appendix: The Eman and Our Body
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‘| said to Abu Abd Allah®"s ‘4l i ‘O Scholar, tell me which deed is more virtuous
before Allah®" He®*"* said. ‘It is the deed without which Allah®" does not Accept
any (deed).’

| asked, ‘What is that?’ He®"* said, ‘0¥’ ‘Eman®® in Allah®*" besides whom no one
deserves to be worshipped. It (Eman) is the highest in degree among the deeds, the
most valuable among them and the top-most among them in (matters of) reward.’ |
then said, ‘Please, tell me then about the Eman. Is it deeds or it is words without
deeds?

‘The Imam®** replied: ‘All of the Eman is deeds and certain parts of such deeds are
words. Allah®" has made it obligatory as is explained in His book. Its ‘)" Noor
(Divine Guidance)> is clear, its evidence is well established. The (Holy) Book
testifies to it for one, and calls one to it.’

| then asked, ‘May Allah®" Keep my soul in service for your®®" cause, please
explain it to me so | may understand.” The Imam®"*® said, ‘Eman has levels it's
conditions, degrees and stages. Of Eman there is that which is perfect and complete
in perfection and (also) of Eman there is that which is defective and the defect is
noticeable. Of Eman there is that which is heavier on the perfection side.’

| then asked, ‘Does Eman become perfect, decrease and increase?’ The Imam®"*
said, ‘Yes, it does.’ | then asked, ‘How does it happen?’ He®*"* said, ‘It is because
Allah®" has written Eman for each part of the body of the children of Adam and has
divided and distributed it among them. There is no part of their body but that has a
guard of Eman different from such guard assigned to other parts.

Of such part is one’s heart, with which one understands and reasons to comprehend,
and it is the commander of his body. It oversees the body and without its opinion no
part moves to act. Of the parts of the body are one’s eyes with which one sees and
his ears with which one listens. There are one’s hands with which one works, one’s
legs with which one walks, one’s sexual organs from which comes carnal desires,

** Firm belief
% The Imams

asws
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one’s tongue with which one speaks and one’s head on which there is one’s face.
For each of these parts a different guard of Eman is assigned. It is all due to what
Allah®" Most Blessed is Whose Name, has written, to which His®**" Holy Book
speaks and testifies.

‘For each of these parts a different obligation is written. The obligation of the heart is
different from the obligation of the ears. What is made obligatory for the ears is
different from the obligation of the eyes and what is made obligatory for the eyes is
different from what is made obligatory for the tongue. What is made obligatory for the
tongue is different from what is made obligatory for the hands and what is made
obligatory for the hands is different from what is made obligatory for the legs. The
obligation of the legs is different from the obligations of the sexual organs. What is
obligatory for the sexual organs is different from the obligation of the face .

‘ Qulb’ Heart:

‘What is made obligatory for the heart of Eman is affirmation, recognition and the
formation of Eman, consent and submission to the fact that no one deserves to be
worshipped except Allah®*" Who is One and has no partner. He*" is the One and
only. He**™ has not Taken any companion and children. That Muhammad®*""" is
His*" servant and Rasool**"", he®*"" and his®*"" family®**"* being ‘Alayhim al-Salam,
and to affirm that whatever he®**"" has brought is from Allah®", be it about a
Prophet® or a Book. That is what Allah®" has Made obligatory for the heart; the task
of affirmation and recognition, which is it's deed. This is stated in the Words of
Allah®™, * ... but his heart is confident about his Eman. However, those whose
breasts have become open to disbelief will be subject to the wrath of Allah and
will suffer a great torment.’ (16:106)

* Allah®" has Said, ‘Remembrance (speaking) of Allah certainly brings comfort
to all hearts.’ (13:28)

* Allah®" has Said, ‘They only say that they believe but, in fact, they have no
Eman (faith) in their hearts .... “ (5:41)

“ Allah®" has Said, ‘Allah will call you to account for all that you may reveal
from your souls and all that you may conceal. Allah will forgive or punish
whoever He wants .... ‘ (2:284)

‘These are what Allah®" has Made obligatory on the hearts of affirmation and
recognition, and these are its deeds and this is the chief of the Eman

Tongue:
‘On the tongue Allah®" has Made it obligatory to speak and express what the heart
has established and has confirmed as Allah®" has Said, ‘ that they should speak

righteous words to people ... * (2:83)

(Allah has also) Said, ‘Tell them, we believe in Allah and in what is revealed to
us and to you. Our Lord and your Lord are one. We have submitted ourselves
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to His will.’ (29:46). ‘This is what Allah®*" has Made obligatory for the tongue and
this is its deed.

Ears:

Allah®" has Made it obligatory for the ears to keep it clean from what is unlawful to
hear, and to keep away from things that Allah®*" has Prohibited to listen to
attentively; it angers Allah®". And in this regard He*" has Said, ‘Allah has told
you (believers) in the Book that when you hear people disbelieving and
mocking Allah’s revelations, do not sit with them unless they change the
subject... * (4: 140)

‘Allah®™" then has Made an exception for the case of forgetfulness, ‘If Satan causes
you to forget this, do not sit with the unjust people when you recall.’ (6:68)

“ Allah®" has also Said, (O Muhammad®®"), Give the glad news to those of My
servants who listen to the words and follow only the best ones. Tell them that
they are those whom Allah has guided. They are the people of understanding.’
(39:18)

‘Allah®® has Said, ‘Triumphant indeed are the believers, (23:1) who are
submissive to Allah in their prayers, (23:2) who avoid impious talks (23:3) and
pay al-Zakat (charity).’ (23:4)

“ Allah®" has Said, ‘When they hear impious words, they ignore them, saying,
‘We shall be responsible for our deeds and you will be responsible for yours
.o 5 (28:55)

“Allah has Said, ‘When they come across something impious, they pass it by
nobly.’ (25:72)

‘This is what Allah®" has Made obligatory for the ears in relation to Eman; that they

must not listen to what is unlawful to hear, and such matters are of its deeds, which
is of Eman.

Eyes:
Allah®" has Made it Obligatory for the eyes not to look at things He®*" has Made
unlawful to look at and to stay away from what Allah®" has Prohibited of the things

that are not lawful for them. Such things are of their deeds and of Eman.

‘Allah®*" has Said, (O Muhammad®®""), tell the believing men to cast down their
eyes and guard their carnal desires.’ (24:30)

‘Allah®®" has Prohibited looking at the privacy of one’s brother and to keep one’s
privacy protected from the onlookers.

Allah has said, ‘ ... Tell the believing woman to cast down their eyes, guard their
chastity (private parts).’ (24:31)
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‘They must find protection against being looked upon and keep away from looking at
their sisters (private parts). The Imam®"* said that everywhere in the Holy Quran
where protection of private parts is mentioned it is a reference to fornication except
this verse which is a reference to looking.

‘Allah®® has Spoken about the obligations of the heart, tongue, ears and eyes in
another verse also: ‘You did not (think to) hide your deeds from your ears, eyes
and skin and you felt that Allah would not know all that you had been doing.’
(41:22)

(Here) Skin is a reference to private parts and thighs. Allah®" has Said, ‘Do not
follow what you do not know; the ears, eyes, and hearts will all be held
responsible for their deeds.’ (17:36)

‘This is what Allah®" has Made Obligatory for the eyes; to cast down away from
what Allah®" has Prohibited. This is their deed and it is of Eman.

Hands:

Allah®™ has Made it Obligatory for the hands not to move to what Allah®*" has
Prohibited, instead move forward for what Allah®" has Commanded to move to such
as charity, good relation with relatives and striving for the Cause of Allah®" and
cleansing for prayer.

‘Allah®® has Said, ‘Believers, when you are about to pray, wash your face and
your hands along with the elbows and wipe your head and your feet to the
ankles .... “ (5:6)

‘Allah®® has Said, ‘If you encounter the unbelievers in a battle, strike-off their
heads. Take them as captives when they are defeated. Then you may set them
free as a favour to them, with or without a ransom, when the battle is over. ... *
(47:4)

‘This is what Allah®" has Made Obligatory for the hands; striking is their task.
Legs:

Allah®" has Made it Obligatory for the legs not to walk to what is made unlawful and
in disobedience to Allah®". He**" has Made it obligatory for them to walk to what
makes Allah®" Happy. Allah®" has Said, ‘Do not walk proudly on the earth; your
feet cannot tear apart the earth nor are you as tall as the mountains.’ (17:37)
‘Do not walk around inflated with pride; be moderate in your walking and your
talking. The most unpleasant sound is the braying of donkeys.’ (31: 19)

‘About the testifying of the hands and legs against their own selves and their master
for their disregard of the commands of Allah®" and the obligation upon them, Allah
has Said: ‘ ... this Day, We seal their mouths and their hands will speak to Us
and their feet will testify to what they had achieved.’ (36:65)
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‘This is also what Allah®*" has Made obligatory for the hands and the legs and this is
their deed and it is of Eman.

Face:

Allah®" has Made it obligatory for the face to prostrate before HIm*" in the days
and nights in the times of the prayers. Allah®" has Said, ‘Believers, worship your
Lord, bow down and prostrate yourselves before Him and do virtuous deeds
so that perhaps you will have everlasting happiness.’ (22:77)

‘This is an obligation that involves the face, hands and legs. In another passage
Allah®" has said, ‘All the parts of the body to be placed on the ground durmg
prostration belong to Allah. Do not prostrate before anyone other than Him ..

(72: 18) It was in regards to the obligations upon the parts of the body in the form of
purification for prayer that Allah®®" Made His®*" Prophet®®" to change facing the
Holy House in Palestine to facing al-Kabah. Allah®" revealed this: ‘Allah did not
want to make your previous Eman (Salat) worthless; Allah is Compassionate
and All-Merciful to people.’ (2:143)

Allah®" has Called Salat ‘Eman.’ Therefore, whoever meets Allah®" perfecting his
Eman is of the people of paradise. Whoever cheats in any of the obligations or
violates the Commands of Allah®" will meet Allah®*" with a defective Eman.

| then asked the Imam®***, ‘I now understand perfect and defective Eman. How does
the Eman increases or (decreases) come from?’ The Imam®"* said, ‘Consider the
Words of Allah®" ‘When a Chapter (of the Quran) is revealed, certain people
ask others, ‘Whose Eman among you people has received strength from this
(revelation)?’ It (the revelation) certainly strengthens the Eman of the believers
and they consider it to be glad news. (9: 124) But to those whose hearts are
sick, it adds more filth to their hearts and they die as unbelievers.’ (9: 125)
Allah®" has Said, ‘We tell you this story for a genuine purpose. They were
young people who believed in their Lord and We gave them further guidance.’
(18: 13)

Had Eman been the same and without any difference in defects and in perfections
no one of them would have had any distinction over the others and the favours would
have been equal to all. People had been all equal and excellence would become
void. However, with perfection in Eman makes believers to enter paradise. By
increase in Eman the believers excel in degrees before Allah®" and for the defect in
Eman the mischievous go in fire’.>°

To cast down their eyes and protect their genital organs....(24:31)
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‘Abu Ja'far*"® has said, ‘Once a young man from al-Ansar’’ (people of al-Madinah)
came face to face with a woman in al-Madinah. Women would wear their scarf
behind their ears, He looked at her when she was coming, and when she passed by
he kept looking, and she entered in an alley that he called alley of so and so people,
He kept looking behind her until his face hit a piece of sharp object in the wall which
caused a deep cut on his face. When the woman went away he found blood flowing
on his chest and clothes and he said, ‘By Allah, | will go and tell it to Rasoll
Allah®®™ The Imam®"* said that he went to him***' and when he**" saw him,
he®*"" asked, ‘What has happened to you?’ He inform him®*®"" and Gabriel came
with this Verse, ‘Tell the believers to cast down their eyes and protect their
genital organs (against indecent acts), it is more clean for them; Allah is well
aware of what they do’ (24:31).%®

saww

°" Residents of al-Madinah, who offered help to the Holy Prophet
%522 45z A<, Hadith 5
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