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In the Name of Allah®*" the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah®*" Lord®" of the
Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad®***"" and his**"" Purified Progeny®*"*, and
greetings with abundant greetings.
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‘Ummy - its Meanings’

Introduction:

Some Muslims allege that Prophet Muhammad®™" could neither write nor read

(Nauzobillah)! In the first very Holy Verse, however, Allah®™ Commands Prophet
Muhammad®®*" to read! Allah®*" Knew very well that His Prophet*®*" could read.

{1} gk o 5 o b
Read in the Name of your Lord Who Created! [96:1]
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘The first of what was Revealed
upon Rasool-Allah®™" was In the Name of Allah®™" the Beneficent, the Merciful, Read in
the name of your Lord Who Created [96:1] and the last of it (Chapter Revealed) was When
there comes the help of Allah and the victory’ [110:1]."

Also in the Holy Quran, Allah®™" Says:
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And those who commit Kufr are saying, ‘Surely, this is only a lie. He fabricated it and he is
being assisted upon it by other people, so they have come with injustice and falsehood’
[25:4]

! Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Merits of the QuranCH 14 H5
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And they are saying, ‘Stories of the former ones! He had these written out, and these are
being dictated to him (in the) morning and evening’ [25:5]
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®"* regarding His®*"! Words: “Surely this is only a lie.
He fabricated it [25:4], he®"* said: ‘Al-Ifak (£8Y) — is the lie, and he is being assisted upon it
by other people - meaning Abu Fakeyhat, and Habra, and Adasa, and Abasa the slave of
Huweytab.
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And His®*" Words: ‘Stories of the former ones! He had these written out - This is the speech
of Al-Nazar Bin Al-Haris Bin Algama Bin Kaldat who said, ‘Stories of the former ones!
Muhammad®***" had these written out, and these are being dictated to him (in the) morning

and evening’ [25:5]”.

So, it was well known among the non-believers of that time that Prophet Muhammad®""

could read and write. So why some Muslims got confused that the Holy Prophet was
illiterate (Nauzobillah)? We look at the Holy Verse which is frequently presented in the
support of their assumption.

Why do they Allege that Prophet Muhammad™" was llliterate
(Nauzobillah)?

Saww

Some Muslims have assumed that holy Prophet was illiterate (nauzobillah) based on the

following Verse:

~
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Those who are following the Rasool, the Prophet, the Ummy (Makkan) whom they are
finding written with them in the Torah and the Evangel (that) he would be instructing
them with the good things and forbidding them from the evil, and permitting for them the
good things and prohibiting upon them the bad, and removing from them their burdens
and their shackles which would be upon them. So those who believe in him, and assist him,
and help him, and follow the Light which descends with him, they would be the successful
ones [7:157]
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And from Al Baqir®™"®, he®™"* was asked, ‘Why was the Prophet™"" named as the Ummy?’
He®"* said: ‘It is attributed to Makkah, and that is from the Words of Allah®*"': to warn the
Mother City and those around it [42:7], and the Mother city is Makkah, therefore he*®"" is

called Ummy due to that”.?

The meaning of ‘Ummy’
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It has been narrated to us Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Abu Abdullah Al-Barqy, from Ja’far Bin Muhammad
Al-Sowfy who said:

‘I said to Abu Ja’far®®"*, ‘O son of Rasool-Allah®*"", why was the Prophet®*"" called ‘Al-
Ummy’? He®™" said: ‘What do the people say’. | said to him®*"*, ‘May | be sacrificed for
you™"*, they are alleging that the Prophet®™®"" was called ‘Al-Ummy’ because he**"" could

not write’.
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He*"* said: ‘They are lying about him*™¥, may Allah®® Curse them! I*"* say that, and
Allah® Blessed and Exalted has Said in His®®" Decisive Book: He is the One Who Sent
among the inhabitants of Makkah, a Rasool from them, reciting His Verses upon them and
purifying them, and teaching them the Book and the Wisdom [62:2].
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Saww Saww

How was he*®™" able to teach them if he®®" was not good in it. By Allah®*"!I Rasool-Allah®*"
was able to read and write in seventy two to seventy three languages, and he**"" has been
called ‘Al-Ummy’ because he**"" was an inhabitant of Mecca, and Makkah is the mother
(Umm) of all towns, and these are the Words of Allah®*" the Exalted in His**" Book: And like
that We Reveal to you an Arabic Quran for you to warn the mother town and ones around
it [42:7].°
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It has been narrated to us Abdullah Bin Muhammad, from Al-Hassan Bin Musa Al-Khashaab, from Ali Bin
Asbaat or someone else, said:

‘I said to Abu Ja’far®"*, ‘The people are alleging that Rasool-Allah®**"" was neither able to
write, nor able to read’.

Sy T O ey el 2SS gy 01 053 pn Do A 5 e 15870y 2K

He*"* said: ‘They are lying, may Allah®™" Curse them for that, and Allah®* has Said: He is
the One Who Sent among the inhabitants of Makkah, a Rasool from them, reciting His
Verses upon them and purifying them, and teaching them the Book and the Wisdom
[62:2], and he*®"" taught them the Book and the Wisdom while he**"" was not literate? But
he®"* was excellent in reading and writing’.
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| said, ‘Why was the Prophet™"" called Ummy?’ He*" said: ‘In association to Mecca, and
these are the Words of Allah®*" Mighty and Majestic: And like that We Reveal to you an

Arabic Quran for you to warn the mother town and ones around it [42:7] . The mother city
is Mecca. He*®™" was called Ummy for that’.>
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Ibn Babuwayh said that it has been narrated from Sa’d Bin Abdullah, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Isa,
from Abu Abdullah Muhammad Bin Khalid Al-Barqy, from Ja’far Bin Muhammad Al-Sowfy who said,

‘I asked Abu Ja’far®™®"* Muhammad®"® Bin Ali*"* Al-Reza®"*, ‘O son®"® of the Rasool-
Allah*®™™, why has the Prophet™"" been called ‘Al-Ummy?’. He®™"" said: ‘What are the
people saying?’ | said, ‘They are alleging that he**"" has been called ‘Al-Ummy’ because
he*®"" was illiterate and could not write well.’
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He®"* said: ‘They lie! Upon them be the Curse of Allah®™", 1 for that, say that Allah®™*" has
Said in the Decisive (Verse) of His™™ Book: He it is Who Sent among the inhabitants of
Mecca a Rasool from among themselves, reciting to them His Communications and
purifying them, and teaching them the Book and the Wisdom [62:2]. How did he*®"" teach
them what he®™" was not good at? By Allah®®", the Rasool-Allah*®*" was able to read and
write in seventy two’ - (or said) - ‘seventy three’ ‘languages, and he®"* has been called ‘Al-
Ummy’ because he**"" was from the inhabitants of Mecca, and Mecca is the mother of all
towns, and that is in the Words of Allah®™" Mighty and Majestic: and for you to warn the
mother town (&)ﬁ\ 3)) and the ones around it [6:92]. And the mother of towns is Mecca. So
he®"" was referred to as Ummy due to that.®

Makkah the Mother City
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‘The Mother City is Makkah. It has been Named as the Mother City because it was the first
spot which Allah®™" Created from the earth, in the Words of the Exalted Surely, the first
House Placed for the people is the one at Bakka, Blessed, and a Guidance for the worlds
[3:96]".
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Ibn Babuwayh said that it has been narrated from Sa’d Bin Abdullah, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Isa,
from Abu Abdullah Muhammad Bin Khalid Al-Barqy, from Ja’far Bin Muhammad Al-Sowfy who said,

‘I asked Abu Ja’far®™®"* Muhammad®"® Bin Ali*"* Al-Reza®"*, ‘O son®"® of the Rasool-
Allah*®™™, why has the Prophet™"" been called ‘Al-Ummy?’. He®™"" said: ‘What are the
people saying?’ | said, ‘They are alleging that he**"" has been called ‘Al-Ummy’ because
he*®"" was illiterate and could not write well.’
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He®"* said: ‘They lie! Upon them be the Curse of Allah®™, 1*** for that, say that Allah®™" has
Said in the Decisive (Verse) of His***) Book: He is the One Who Sent among the inhabitants
of Makkah, a Rasool from them, reciting His Verses to them and purifying them, and
teaching them the Book and the Wisdom, and surely before they were in clear straying
[62:2].
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How did he*®"" teach them what he*®"" was not good at? By Allah®*", Rasool-Allah**** was
able to read and write in seventy two’ - (or said) - ‘seventy three’ ‘languages, and he®*"* has
been called ‘Al-Ummy’ because he*®" was from the inhabitants of Mecca, and Mecca is the
mother of all towns, and that is in the Words of Allah®™" Mighty and Majestic: and for you
to warn the mother town (LS_)ﬁ\ {’J) and the ones around it [6:92]. And the mother of towns
is Makkah. So he*™" was referred to as Ummy due to that. 2
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Muhammad Bin Al-Hassan Al-Saffar, from Al-Husayn Bin Ali, from Ahmad Bin Hilal, from Khalaf Bin Hamaad,
from Abdul Rahman Bin Al-Hajaaj who said,

‘Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘The Prophet®*"" used to read and write, and he**"" (also) read what
he®"" had not written (What someone else had written)’.’
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