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In the Name of Allah®*" the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah®** Lord ™" of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief
Muhammad**** and his™*" Purified Progeny ™", and greetings with abundant greetings.
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Usool e Deen by Imam Al-Reza*"s

Summary:

Abbasid Caliph, Mamoun Al-Rashid requested (Imam) Ali®"s lbn Musa Al-Reza®"* to
summarise the principles of the religion for him, i.e., the Permissible(s) and the Prohibition,
and the obligations and the Sunnah. Therefore, a pen and paper were brought and Imam=2sws
dictated the principles of religion as follows:
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And it is reported from the magnanimous Imam?" Abu Al-Hassan Ali®%s Bin Musa Al-
Reza@Ys in length of this meaning, his®"“s answer to Al-Mamoun (Al-Rashid) in summarising
the Laws (of religion) of what he had asked him#%* to summarise (after finished describing
these laws Imam Riza™"* says -see the last sentence at the end of the Hadith) - These are the
Ny J}iﬁ' (the principals of religion) All praise is due to Allah®* the Lord of the worlds. All

peace and blessings be upon the Lord#*"’s Messenger and hiss®"" family2sws 1
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It is reported that Al-Mamoun dispatched Al-Fazl Bin Sahl Zul Riyasateyn (with the two
governorships), to Al-Reza™®"s, He said to him, ‘I would love it if you™"s could summarise for
me, from the Permissible(s) and the Prohibition, and the obligations and the Sunnah, for
you s gre a Divine Authority of Allah#" upon His#" creatures and the mine of knowledge’.
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Al-Reza@"s called for the ink and paper, and he®"s said to Al-Fazl: ‘Write — In the Name of
Allah?? the Beneficent, the Merciful! It suffices us to testify that there is no god except
Allah??¥, the One, the Last. He®*¥ neither Took a female companion nor a son, eternal, All-
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Hearing, All-Seeing, Strong, Established, Remaining, Noor, a Knower not ignorant, Able not
frustrated, Needless nor needy, Just not tyrannous. He®% Created all things. There isn’t
anything like Him?2¥, Neither is there any resembled for Him?" nor any opposer, nor equal,
nor a match.
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And that Muhammad=2WW js His®™%i servant, and His?? Rasool*"¥, and His® trustee, and
His?" Elite from His@#" creatures, Chief of the Messengers®s, and last of the Prophets™, and
most superior of the worlds. There is neither any Prophet*®“W after him*®¥ nor any
replacement of His#*" nation (religion), nor any changes.
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And that entirety of what Muhammad=®""¥ came with, surely it is the manifest truth. We ratify
it, and with entirety of the Messengers of Allah®* who had passed before him=®%, and
His#¥ Prophetss, and His®* Divine Authorities, and we ratify His?" truthful Book.
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Neither did the falsehood come from before it, nor (would it come) from after it. (It is) a
Revelation from the most Wise, the most Praised [41:42], and surely, His®* Book is the
dominant upon all of the Books, and it is true, from its beginning to its end. We believe in its
Decisive and its Allegorical, and its special and its general, and its Promises and its Threats,
and its Abrogating and its Abrogated, and its news. Not one of the creatures is able upon
coming with similar to it.
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And the guide and the Divine Authority upon the Momineen from after him=2%¥%, and the one
standing with affairs of the Muslims, and the speak on behalf of the Quran, and the learned
with its Rulings, and his*®¥ brother?"“s, and his*®¥" Caliph, and his*®*% successor, and the
one who was from him™=@W¥ at the status of Haroun@s from Musa™@°, Ali®%s Bin Abu Talib?Ws
Amir Al-Momineen™®"s, and Imam™"s of the pious, and guide of the resplendent, leader of
the Momineen, and most superior of the successors (who came) after the Prophets™©.
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And after him@¥s Al-Hassan®%s and Al-Husayn?¥¢, one after one, up to this day of ours, are
family@s¥s of the Rasool**"¥, and their most knowledgeable with the Book and the Sunnah,
and their most judicial with the judgments, and their foremost with the Imamate in every era
and time, and they®"s are the firmest handhold, and the Imams?"“ of guidance, and the
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Divine Authorities upon people of the world until Allah®*" Causes the earth and the ones
upon it to be inherited, and He®% is best of the inheritors.
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And that every one who opposes them™¥s has strayed and is staying (others), neglector of
the truth and the guidance, and they®Y* are the articulators on behalf of the Quran, the
speakers on behalf of the Rasool*®*"% with the explanation. One who dies not having
recognised them@s"s with their?¥s names and names of their 2" fathers®"s nor being in their
Wilayah, dies a death of the pre-Islamic period.
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And that from their@"s religion is the devoutness, and the chastity, and the truthfulness, and
the righteousness, and the striving, and paying back the entrustment to the righteous and the
immoral, and lengthy Sajdah(s), and the standing at night (for Salat), and shunning the
Prohibitions, and awaiting the relief with the patience, and the goodly companionship, and
the goodly neighbourliness, and doing the acts of kindness, and restraining the harm, and
extending the face (with smiles), and the good advice, and being merciful to the Momineen.
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And performing the Wud’u just as Allah®*" has Commanded in His?* book, washing the face
and the hand and wiping the head and the feet. Once is an obligation, to do each action twice
is permissible, whoever exceeds more is a sinful and will not be rewarded, and nothing breaks
the Wud’u except the wind, and the urine, and the faeces, and the sleep, and the sexual
impurity.
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And one who wipes upon the slippers/socks has opposed Allah?* and His®**I Rasool*®** and
His#¥ Book, and his Wud’u is not allowed from him, and that is because Ali*" opposed the
people regarding the wiping upon the sock. Umar said to him™@W%s, ‘| saw the Prophetsa“W
wiping so!’ Ali®*Vs said: ‘Was it before Revelation of Surah Al-Maidah or after it?’ He said, ‘I
don’t know’. Ali®"s said: ‘But 1" know that Rasool-Allah*®'% did not wipe upon his™saWW
socks since Surah Al-Maidah was Revealed’.
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And the washing from the sexual impurity, and the bed-wetting, and the menstruation, and
washing by the one who washed the deceased is obligatory, and the washing (bathing) on the
day of Friday, and the two Eid(s), and entering Makkah and Al-Medina, and washing for the
Ziyarat, and washing of the Ihraam on the day of Arafaat, and the first night of a month of
Ramazan, and night of nineteenth from it, and twenty-first, and twenty-third from it is a
Sunnah.
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And Al-Asr is of four Cycles, and Al-Maghrib is of three Cycles, and Al-Isha the last is of four
Cycles, and Al-Fajr is of two Cycles. So that is seventeen Cycles. And the Sunnah are thirty-
four Cycles - from these are eight before Al-Zohr, and eight after it, and four after Al-Maghrib,
and two Cycles from sitting after Al-Isha the last counted as one, and eight during the pre-
dawn, and Al-Witr is of three Cycles, and two Cycles after Al-Witr.
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And the Salat is (best to be performed) in beginning of the timings, and merit of the
congregation over the individual, every Cycle is with a thousand Cycles; and you cannot pray
behind an immoral, nor be led except by the people of Wilayah?, nor can you pray in skin of
the dead (animals), nor skins of the lions; and the shortening is in four Farsakh(s), a Bareed
going and a Bareed coming, being twelve miles; and when you shorten (the salat so) you will
not fast.
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And the Qunout is in four Salat(s) — in the morning, and Al-Maghrib, and Al-Atma (Isha), and
the day of Friday, and Salat Al-Zohr; and every Qunout is before the Ruk’u and after the
recitation; and the Salat upon the deceased is of five Takbeer(s), and there isn’t any Salaam
in the funeral Salat because the Salaam is in the Ruk’u and the Sajdah, and there is neither
any Ruk’u nor Sajdah in the funeral Salat, and the grave of the deceased will be squared and
not humped.
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2 Believer in the Just Imams=2s"s
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And the loudness with ‘In the Name of Allah2¥ the Beneficent, the Merciful’ in the Salat with
the Surah Al-Fatiha; and the Zakat is obligatory as five Dirhams from every two hundred
Dirhams, and it is not obligated in what is less than that, and in all what is more is one Dirham
from every forty Dirhams, and nothing is obligated in what is less than the four hundred, and
it is not obligated until the year passes by, and it will not be give except to the people of
Wilayah and the recognition, and in every twenty Dinar it is half a Dinar.
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And the Khums, from entirety of the wealth is once, and the tenth from the wheat, and the
barley, and the dates, and the raisins, and all things from the cereal emerging from the
ground, when it reaches five ‘Awsuq’ then the tenth in it, if it had been irrigated by the rain
water, and if it had been irrigated by the buckets, in it is half the tenth for the financially
constrained and the affluent, and the handful and the two handful would be extracted from
the cereals because Allah®*" does not Encumber a soul except its capacity, nor does He 3V
Encumber the servant above his endurance.
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And the ‘Awsuq’ is of sixty Sa’a, and the Sa’a is of six Ratl’s, and it is of four Mudd?3(s), and the
Mudd is of two Ratl(s) and a quarter of the Iraqi Ratl. And Al-Sadiq®"* said it is of nine Ratl(s)
of the Iragis, and six Ratl(s) of the Medinites.
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And Zakat of Al-Fitr is obligatory upon the head of every young and old, free or slave — half a
Sa’a* of the wheat, and one Sa’a from the dates and the raisings; and it is not allowed to give
apart from the people of Wilayah because it is an obligation.

5k a3 e 5 Al B 5 a8 Y g Bl B and 5 b g 85 Eelsandl 5 16T B85 AT 5 el e idi 2T g

RO G P G2 Y 5 ash) LB 5 ) Ol

And maximum menstruation is of ten days, and its minimum is of three days, and the one of
post-childbirth bleeding will wash and pray while the menstruating one would leave the Salat
and will not make up, and she will leave the fasting and (but) make up for it; and fasting of a

3 One Mudd is approximately 750 grams

4 One Sa’a is about 3000 grams
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month of Ramazan is at its sighting and breaking at its sighting, and the Taraweeh (Salat) is
not allowed in congregation.
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And fasting for three days during every month is a Sunnah, from every ten days — the day of
Thursday from the first ten, and the Wednesday from the middle ten, and the Thursday from
the last ten; and fasting in Shaban is good, and it is a Sunnah; and Rasool-Allah™®"¥ said:
‘Shaban is my*™¥ month, and the month of Ramazan is a month of Allah-?¥; and if you were
to make up (missed fasts) of a month of Ramazan separately (separate days), it will suffice
you.
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And Hajj of the House (Kabah) is for one who is capable of finding a way to it, provision or
transport, and the Hajj is not allowed except with ‘Tamatto’, and the individual and the pairing
which the general Muslims (non-Shias) are doing is not allowed, and (wearing) of lhraam
besides the ‘Meeqaat’ (juncture) is not allowed. Allah*¥ Says: And complete the Hajj and
the Umrah for Allah; [2:196]; and castrated (animal) is not allowed in the ritual (sacrificial
offering) because it is deficient, and the injured (animal) is allowed.
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And the Jihad with a just Imam™"s; and the one who is fought so he is killed for his wealth,
and his riding animal, and himself, he is a martyr, and it is not Permissible to kill anyone from
the Kafirs in the house (scope) of Tagiyyah (dissimulation) except a killer, or a rebel, and that
is when there is no danger to yourself.
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And do not consume wealth of the people from the adversaries and other, and the Tagiyyah
is obligatory in the house (scope) of Tagiyyah, and there is no sin upon the one who swears
an oath out of Tagiyyah defending an injustice by it from himself.
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And the divorce is by the Sunnah based upon what Allah?% Majestic and Mighty has
Mentioned, and Sunnah of His®% Prophet*®¥, and the divorce cannot take place without
Sunnah, and every divorce opposing the Book is not a (valid) divorce, and every marriage
opposing the Sunnah is not a marriage, and do not gather between more than four free
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(wives); and the woman is divorced three times on the Sunnah, she is not Permissible for him
until she married another husband; and Amir Al-Momineen?®%s said: ‘Fear the women
divorced thrice (in one sitting) for these are with husbands (still married to their respective
husbands)®’.
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And the Salawaat upon the Prophet*®"V" is in every place, at the (stormy) winds and the
sneezes, and other than that; and love for friends of Allah#2¥ and their friends, and hatred of
His?" enemies and the disavowing from them and from their leaders.
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And righteousness with the parent, and even if they were Polytheists, do not obey them, and
accompany them kindly in the world; [31:15], because Allah*®"¥ Says: “Be thankful to Me
and to your parents! To Me is the destination” [31:14] And if they both strive against you
upon that you should associate with Me, what there isn’t any knowledge for you of it, then
do not obey them, [31:15].
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Amir Al-Momineen@%s said: ‘They (people) neither fasted for them (Priests) nor prayed, but
they instructed them with disobeying Allah®?¥j, so they obeyed them’ (so they in fact

worshiped their priests)®.
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5 Giving divorce three times at an occasion is a accepted as a ‘full and irrevocable’ divorce by the general
Muslims but for the people of Wilayah it has to be given three times but with an interval of a menstruation
period (so over a period of three to four months and when she becomes clean so a given divorce is accounts as
one divorce).
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®%*, said, ‘I said to him™?", {(What about the Verse) [9:31] They are
taking their Rabbis and their Monks for lords besides Allah? So he®"* said: ‘But, by Allah®™il They (their
priests) did not call to them their own worship. And had they called them, they would not have responded. But,
they (priests) permitted for them what was Prohibited, and they prohibited what was Permissible. Thus, they
worshipped them (indirectly) from where (an aspect) they were not aware’ ( Al-Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect
and Ignorance CH 18 H 1)
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Then he®Ys said: ‘I°*%* heard Rasool-Allah*®"" saying: ‘One who obeys a created being in
other than obedience of Allah®¥ Majestic and Mighty, so he has committed Kufr and has
taken a god from besides Allah=2%",
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And purification of the unborn (halal animal/bird) is purification (slaughtering) of its mother’;
and the faults of the Prophets® are regarded as insignificant and are pardoned for their
Prophecy; and the obligation are based upon What Allah** has Commanded, there is no
tyranny in it; and no one inherits with the parents and the child except the husband and the
wife, and the one with a share is more rightful than the one having no share for him; and the
prejudice isn’t from the religion of Allah=?%,
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And the ‘Ageeqa’ from the newborn male and the female is on the seventh day, and his head
would be shaved on the seventh day, and he will be named on the seventh day, and it shall
be given in charity the weight of his hair in gold or silver on the seventh day.
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And deeds of the servants are creations, creation of the Pre-determination nor creation of
the coming into being; and neither say (believe) in the compulsion nor with the delegation;
and He? does not Seize the cured with crimes of the sick, nor does Allah#% Punish the sons
and the children for sins of the fathers, and He?* has Said: nor will it bear the burden of
another; [6:164], And there wouldn’t be for the human being except what he strives for
[53:39]; and Allah?™ Forgive and does not oppress, nor does Allah?® Impose upon the
servants obedience to the one, Allah®¥ Knows, will oppress them and deviate them.
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And He?™i does not Select for His® Message and Chooses from His?? servants the one
who Allah®% Knows will commit Kufr and worship the Satan™ apart from Him#2%; and Al-
Islam is other than the Eman, and every Momin is a Muslim but every Muslim isn’t a Momin.
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7 The legality of the unborn (of an eatable animal) is materialized when the legality of (slaughtering of) its
mother is materialized
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A thief is faithless (not a Momin) in the moment he steals, nor does a drinker drinks the wine
while he is a Momin, nor does he kill the soul which Allah??¥ has Prohibited (to kill) without
the right, while he is a Momin; and companions of the legal punishments (those subject to
the legal punishments) are neither Momineen nor Kafirs.
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And Allah??¥ will not Enter a Momin into the Fire and He* has already Promised him the
Paradise and being eternally in it; and the one whom the Fire is obligated due to hypocrisy,
or corruption, or a major sin from the major sins will not be Resurrected with the Momineen,
nor is he from them.
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And Hell will not encompass except the Kafirs; and every sin entering its owner into the Fire
by its necessity, so he is a mischief-maker, and so is the one who associates, or commits Kufr,
or hypocrisy, or commits a major sin from the major sins; and the intercession is allowed for
the interceders.

e oty S g I Baa 58 Syl 5 gl St 5l 2isl S 5 L ol S e 38 5 el 229

253,

And enjoining the good and forbidding from the evil with the tongue is obligatory; and the
Eman is fulfilling the obligations and shunning the Prohibitions; and the Eman, it (Eman) is the
recognition with the heart and acceptance with the tongue and action with the limbs.
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And the Takbeer in (Eid) Al-Azha (Salat) comes after ten Salat(s), beginning from Salat Al-Zohr
from the day of the sacrifice (the tenth of Dhu’l-Hijja). Takbir in Eid ul-Fitr comes after five
prayers beginning with the Maghrib Prayer of the night (before breaking the fast); and in (Eid)
Al-Fitr, in five Salat(s) beginning with Salat Al-Maghrib from the night of (Eid) Al-Fitr.
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And the woman with post childbirth bleeding will sit back for twenty days (not praying) for
twenty days, not more than it. If she is pure before that, she should pray or else (wait) up to
twenty days. Then she should wash and pray, and do the acts of worship of the one with
irregular menstrual bleeding.
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And believe in punishment of the grave, and Munkar and Nakeer (questioning Angels), and
the Resurrection after the death, and the Reckoning, and the Scale, and the Bridge, and the
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disavowing from the straying leaders (false imams) and their followers, and love for the
friends of Allah-22%,
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And prohibition of the wines is for its little as well as its more, and every intoxicant is ‘wine’,
and all that it’s more of (consumption) intoxicates, its little is prohibited, and one under
constraint ought not to drink wine as it will kill (ruin)® him.
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And (it is) prohibited (to eat) of all (animals) with canines (fangs) from the predatory wild
animals, and all from the birds with claws, and prohibition of the spleen for it is blood, and
the eel, and floater (dead in the sea), and the catfish, and the (a type of) catfish, and all things
(sea creatures) not having scales for it, and from the bird what does not have gizzard for it;
and from the eggs, all what its two sides differ (oblong), eat it, and what its two sides are
same (round), it is prohibited to eat it.
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And shun the major sins, and these are — killing the soul which Allah®¥ has Prohibited, and
drinking the wine, and disloyalty to the parents, and fleeing from the battle march, and
devouring wealth of the orphan unjustly, and consuming the dead, and the blood, and meat
of the pig, and whatever is devoted (offered) to other than Allah?*i from without necessity
with it, and consuming the interest after the clarification, and the gambling, and the
underestimating in the scale and the measurement, and slandering the married women;
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And the adultery, and the sodomy, and the false testimony, and the despair from Comfort
(Help) of Allah®%, and feeling safe from the Plan of Allah®%, and the despondency
(hopelessness) from Mercy of Allah®*¥, and assisting the oppressors and the inclining to
them, and the false oath, and withholding the rights from without having financial difficulty.
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And the arrogance, and the Kufr, and the extravagance, and the wastage, and the betrayal
(embezzlement), and concealing the testimony, and the amusements which hinder from the

8 Ruin his life of the world as well as his Hereafter.
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Zikr of Allah?, like the singing and striking the strings (music), and the persistence upon the
minor sins.
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So, these are ‘.2 J,4" the principles of religion (Usool Al-Deen), and the Praise is for Allah

azwj | ord3W of the worlds, and may Allah®*" Send Salawaat upon His?*"i Prophet™®*% and
his®W Progeny?*"s, and abundant greetings” .’
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