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In the Name of Allah-2" the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah-2% Lord? of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our
Chief Muhammad-=2*¥ and his=2"* Purified Progeny?s*s, and greetings with abundant greetings.
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Vastness and Ease in Islam

Summary:
The beauty of Islam is that it comprehensively encompasses minor to major issues of
our lives (i.e., 6:38, 6:59) and, at the same time, offers vastness (and leeway) and

ease for believers when they have an excuse, eliminating coercion and compulsion.

As for the comprehensiveness, see for example:
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heard Abu Abdullah®"* saying: ‘Allah®*"i did not Create a Permissible nor a
Prohibition except for it is a Limit like the limits (boundaries) of this house of mine-
asws Whatever was from the road, so it is from the road, and whatever was from the
house, so it is from the house, to the extent of the compensation of the scratch, and
whatever is besides it, and the lashing and half of the lashing’.?

When it comes to the conditions of faith (how to connect with Allah2¥), there is no
leeway, e.g.,
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(The narrator says) | heard Imam Abu Abdullah@%s saying: ‘We™®"“* are those,
obedience to whom Allah®% has necessitated. The people have no leeway except
recognising us?"“s, nor are the people excused of being ignorant of us?®"“s. The one
who recognises us®"* would be a Momin, and the one who denies us@"“ would be a
disbeliever, and the one who does not recognise us®% and does not deny us?"s,
would be a strayer until he returns to the guidance which Allah-®*" has Necessitated

L Al Kafi — V 7 — The Book of Legal Penalties Ch 1 H9
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upon him, from being obedient to us?"s, the Obligatory. So if he was to die upon his
straying, Allah?? will Do with him whatever He®*" so Desires to’.?

As for the vastness and ease when there is an excuse,
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Abu Baseer narrates, ‘6" Imam"“s was asked about that (when one takes a vow to
do something for Allah®). He®%s said: ‘One who makes something for Allah-32%
upon himself, so he strives extensively (but cannot accomplish it), there is nothing
upon him, and Allah#*" is more Excusing for His®*¥ servant’.?

Also, those who interpret the Holy Verses of the Quran from their opinion and apply
logic are far from enjoying the vastness of Islam, e.g., Imam Al describes their
grave situation as:
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‘| asked him@s*s (6™ Imam), about the fur coat. A man comes to the market from the

markets of Muslims. He buys the coat. He does not know whether it is a purified

(slaughtered animal) or not. He prays Salat in it.
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He®"s said: ‘Yes. Abu Ja’far®Ys (5% Imam) had said: ‘The Kharijites (those who
interpreted religion by opinion) have constricted upon themselves due to their
ignorance. The religion is vaster than that. Ali®"¥* Bin Abu Talib?%¥* had said: ‘Our?\s
followers are in more vastness than what is between the sky and the earth. You (the
followers of Ahl Al-Bayt™®"“s) are Forgiven for (when with an excuse due to the
vastness of Islam).*
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2 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Divine Authority CH 8 H 11
3 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 101 — The Book of Contracts and Declarations — CH 128 H 28
4 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 172 H 6
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‘l asked Abu Ja’far®"s about the Religion which there is no leeway for the servants to
be ignorant of it. So he™"* said: ‘The Religion is vast but the Kharijites narrowed it
upon themselves due to their ignorance’ (an extract).”

Therefore, those who do not learn from Ahadith the true explanations and
interpretations of the Holy Verses are drifting away from the vastness and ease of

Islam each day. With the above short background, we try to understand more about
the topic from the Holy Quran and Ahadith:

The Meanings of Allah®*i has not Neglected anything in the Book:
Allah-#% Says in Holy Quran:
{38} dgad oy ) Fegpt fp oS g B G L

..We have not neglected in the Book of anything; then to their Lord they shall be
gathering [6:38]
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‘From Al-Reza®"s having said: ‘Allah®*"/ Mighty and Majestic did not Capture (the
soul of) a Prophet® until He®*"I Completed the Religion for him?s, and the Quran
was Revealed unto him™=®“ wherein is an explanation of all things. Therein is
explained the Permissible, the Prohibition, and the legal punishments, and the
ordinances, and the entirety of whatever the people could be needy to, completely.
So, Allah?™" Mighty and Majestic Said: We have not neglected in the Book of
anything [6:38]".°
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‘We were with Al-Reza®"“* at Merv. So, we attended a gathering in the central
Masjid on the day of Friday at the beginning of our arrival. They (people) had circled
around the matter of the Imamate, and they mentioned the numerous differences
among people with regard to it. | went to my Master®"s and informed him=?“s of
the arguments of the people regarding it.

5 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 76 — The Book Cleanliness — Ch 2 H 2 (Chapters on uncleanness and its purifiers)
€.1/154:1 38
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The Imam™@"“s smiled, then said: ‘O Abdul Aziz! The people are ignorant and are
being deceived from their opinions. Allah?®* Mighty and Majestic did not Capture
(the soul) of His® Prophets®W until He " Completed the Religion for him=®%, and
Revealed the Quran unto him™@"W wherein is a clarification of everything. There is a
Clarification therein of the Permissible, and the Prohibitions, and the Legal Penalties,
and the Judgments, and the entirety of whatever the people would be needy to,
completely. The Mighty and Majestic Said We have not neglected in the Book of
anything [6:38].
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And He?®i Revealed regarding the Farewell Hajj, and it is at the end of his™®W age
Today | Perfected your Religion for you and Completed My Favour upon you, and
am Pleased with Al Islam as a Religion for you [5:3]. And the matter of the Imamate
is from the completion of the Religion. And he®% did not pass away until he®
clarified to his®®™Y¥ community the information of their Religion and explained to
them the ways, and left them upon a direction of the way of the Truth, and he@WW
established Ali®"s for them as a flag and an Imam™2s"s,
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And hes®™¥ did not neglect anything for them that the community would be needy
to, except that he*®"¥ clarified it. So, the one who claims that Allah?*i Mighty and
Majestic did not Perfect His?i Religion, so he has rejected the Book of Allah-?*, and
the one who rejects the Book of Allah#?%, so he is a disbeliever in it.
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Are they recognising the worth of the Imamate and its place in the community that
they are allowing their own choice with regards to it? The Imamate is more majestic
and worthy, and greater of glory, and loftier of place, and more impregnable of side,
and more remote from thoughts than that the people could be reaching it with their
intellects, or attain it by their opinions, or that they should be establishing their own
imam by their choice.”

In the Holy Verse 59 of the same chapter (6), Allah?" Says:

71/154 :1 g8 (Extract)
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And with Him are the keys of the unseen - none knows it except Him, and He Knows
what is in the land and the sea, and there does not fall a leaf except He Knows it,
nor a seed in the darkness of the earth, nor any wet nor dry except it is in an
apparent Book [6:59]
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‘| asked Abu Al-Hassan®“s about the Words of Allah*"i: and there does not fall a
leaf except He Knows it, nor a seed in the darkness of the earth, nor any wet nor
dry except it is in an apparent Book [6:59], so he™®"* said: ‘The leaf — the falling, is
the falling from the womb of its mother before it appears for the birth’.
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| said, ‘And His?™ Words nor a seed? He?®"* said: ‘It Means the birth from the
womb of its mother when it appears and falls, just before the birth’.
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| said, ‘His®% Words nor any wet?’ He®"s said: ‘It Means the embryo when it dwells
in the womb before its creation is completed, before it is transferred’.

el Wy 1 Ju b Y5 g ds i
| said, ‘His®" Words nor dry?’ He*" said: ‘The complete birth’.
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I said, ‘cee <US” ‘in an apparent Book?’ The Imam2s" said: ‘With an apparent Imam-
asws’ 8 -
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Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Isa, from Muhammad Bin Khalid, and Al-
Husayn Bin Saeed together from Al-Nazar Bin Suweyd, from Yahya Al-Halby, from Abdullah Bin
Muskaan, from Zayd Bin Al-Waleed Al-Khash’amy, from Abu Al-Rabi’e Al-Shamy who said:
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He (the narrator) said, ‘And | asked him2s¥s (Abu Abdullah?¥$) about the Words of
Allah-% Mighty and Majestic: and there does not fall a leaf except He Knows it, nor
a seed in the darkness of the earth, nor any wet nor dry except it is in an apparent
Book [6:59]. He s said: ‘The fallen leaf (is the miscarried child) and the seed is the
child, and the darkness of the earth is the womb, and the wet is one who lives from
the people, and the dry is who has been Captured (died), and all that is in an
apparent Imam=3Wws’ 2
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‘Abu Abdullah®%"s having said: ‘What are the people saying regarding The
Determined Ones (el J9!) (Prophets®) and with regards to your Master2%s?’
Meaning Amir Al-Momineen™?"s, | said (they say), ‘He®"* is not ahead of any of the
Determined Ones’.
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He?2%s said: ‘Surely, Allah®" Said about Musa® And We Wrote for him in the
Tablets from everything, being an Advice [7:145], and did not Say “Everything”. And
Said about Isa@*: and I shall clarify to you part of what you are differing in [43:63],
and did not say ‘Everything which you are differing in’.
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And Said about your Master?"“s — Meaning Amir Al-Momineens: Say: Suffice with
Allah as a Witness between me and you and the one with whom is Knowledge of
the Book [13:43]. And Allah®¥ Mighty and Majestic Said: nor any wet nor dry
except it is in an apparent Book [6:59]. And the Knowledge of this Book is with him"
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Leeway for those who are Absent Minded/forgetful
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‘I wrote to Abu Al-Hassan Sahib Al-Askar@*s, ‘I am married to four wives, not having
even asked about their names. Then | wanted to divorce one of them and marry
another woman’. So, he®%s wrote: ‘Look at a sign which was with one of them, and
you should be saying, ‘So and so woman who is with such and such a sign, she is
divorced’. Then marry another one, when the waiting period expires’.?

The Knowledge and the Ease
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(The book) ‘Tafseer Al Numani’ —

By the previous chain in ‘Kitab Al Quran’, from Amir Al Momineen?"* regarding
Words of the Exalted: And do not marry the Mushrik women until they believe, and
a Momina maid is better than a Mushrik woman, and even if she fascinates you;
and do not marry the Mushrik men until they believe, and a Momin slave is better
than a Mushrik man, and even if he fascinates you [2:221].
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‘And that is because the Muslims were marrying among People of the Book, from the
Jews and the Christians, and they were giving in marriage to them until the Verse
was Revealed Prohibiting the Muslims from marrying the Polytheist, or marrying to

’

him’.
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Then the Exalted Said in Surah Al Maidah what Abrogated this Verse. He® Said:
and the food of those Given the Book is Permissible for you, and your food is
Permissible for them; and the chaste (protective) ones from the believing women
and the chaste (protective) ones from those Given the Book from before you [5:5].

11 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 184 H 26
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Thus, the Mighty and Majestic Permitted marrying them after having Prohibited, and
Left His?% Words: And do not marry the Mushrik women until they believe [2:221]
upon its state, not Abrogating it.1?

Leniency observed by Rasool Allah™**"" and Imams™2"*;
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The book of Haseen Bin Saeed, and ‘Al Nawadir’ — Usman Bin Isa, from Sama’at who said,

‘I asked him™¥s about marrying them and (praying) the Salat behind them (general
Muslims). Imam™*¥s said: ‘This is a lenient matter, if you are able to do that (to avoid
it) or (else) Rasool-Allah=®"" had married them, and Ali*"s had prayed Salat behind
them’.13

12 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 100 — The Book of Contracts and Declarations — CH 79 H 19
13 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 100 — The Book of Contracts and Declarations — CH 79 H 10
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