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(Distance of) two bows or nearer - 53:9 Meanings

The Holy Verse 53:9 is mostly misrepresented as if the distance between the Holy Prophet”
saWW and Almighty was very short, but that is incorrect. Holy Verse means that when
Prophet*®"¥ |ooked at the earth from the Heavens, it was the distance of two bows or
nearer.
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‘| asked Zayn Al-Abideen Ali#s"s Bin Al-Husayn-2s"s about Allah-32%, Majestic is His3"
Majesty, ‘Can He?2 be described by a place?’ He#%s said: ‘Allah-2?% is more Exalted
than that'.
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| said, ‘Then why did He#?% Ascend His#2" Prophets2"% Muhammad-sa"* to the sky?’
He#"s said: ‘In order to Show hims2"" the kingdoms of the skies and what is therein
from the wonders of His#?" Making and beauty of His#?% creation’.
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| said, “The Words of Mighty and Majestic: Then he approached, so he bowed [53:8]
So he was (at a distance of) two bows or nearer [563:9]. He?"s said: ‘That is
Rasool-Allahsa"Wl HesawW gpproached the Veils of Light and saw the kingdoms of the
skies, then hes@"W howed and looked beneath hims2"W to the kingdoms of the earth
until hes@"W thought that hes@*W was nearer to the earth like (a distance of) two bows
or nearer”.’

1 Bihar Al Anwaar — V 18, The book of our Prophetsa*w P 3 Ch 3 H 57



