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In the Name of Allah®** the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah®?* Lord*" of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief
Muhammad=a*% and his*2¥¥ Purified Progeny®"s, and greetings with abundant greetings.
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The Waiting Period (Iddah) for a Woman

Summary:

The waiting periods (Iddah) of a divorced women and a widow are three months and four
months and ten days, respectively. Some Ahadith are presented here, from Al-Kafi, vol. 6,
for further details and issues regarding divorce and waiting period under different
situations, one may visit: https://www.hubeali.com/alkafivol6/

Waiting period of the divorced woman, and where she waits
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah@%s having said: ‘It is not befitting for the divorced
woman that she goes out except by the permission of her husband until she fulfils her waiting

period of three Quroos (pure periods), or three months if she does not menstruate’.!
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®"“s having said: ‘The divorced woman waits in her
house and it is not befitting for her that she goes out until she has fulfilled her waiting period;
and her waiting period is of three Quroos (pure periods), or three months, except if she
happens to menstruate’.?
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1 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Divorce Ch 28 H 1
2 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Divorce Ch 28 H 4
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‘I asked Abu Al-Hassan Musa@%* Bin Ja’far®%“s about something from the divorce. So he@%s
said: “‘When the man divorces his wife with a divorce in which he has no control regarding the
reversion, so she is irrevocably divorced from him the moment he divorces her, and she is in
control of herself, and there is no way for him upon her, and she would wait wherever she so
desires to, and there is no expenses for her’.
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He (the narrator) said: ‘Is not Allah?" Mighty and Majestic Saying [65:1] Do not drive them
out of their houses, nor should they themselves go forth?’ So he®%“* said: ‘But rather it Means
by that who is divorced with a divorce after a divorce, so she is the one who should not be
driven out nor go out until she is divorced by the third divorce. So when she is divorced with
the third, so she is irrevocably divorced from him, and there is no expenses for her, and the
woman who the man divorces with a divorce, then leaves her until she is free from her term,
so this one as well should sit a house of her husband, and for her is the expenses, and the
dwelling until she fulfils her waiting period’.3
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far?®"“s having said: ‘The divorced woman should yearn
(beautify herself) for her husband for as long as there is reversion for him upon her, and he
does not need permission to go to her’.
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Al-Hassan®"s, said, ‘I asked about the divorced woman,
where she should wait’. So he®%s said: ‘In the house of her husband’.>

3 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Divorce Ch 28 H5
4 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Divorce Ch 28 H 7
5 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Divorce Ch 28 H 8
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(It has been narrated) from one of the two (5th or 6th Imam™s"¥¢): ‘Regarding the divorced
woman, she should wait in her house and manifest her adornments for him, [65:1] Perhaps
Allah may after that bring about reunion’ .
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He@%s said: ‘It is not befitting for the divorced woman that she goes out except by the
permission from her husband, until she has fulfilled her waiting period by three Al-Quroo
(pure periods), or three months if she does not menstruate’.”
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah?"s, said, ‘I heard him@%“s saying: ‘The divorced

woman can perform Hajj during her waiting period if she appeals herself for her husband’.®
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah?s¥s having said: ‘The divorced woman should apply
Kohl, and hair dye, and perfume, and wear whatsoever she so desires to from the clothes,
because Allah??¥/ Mighty and Majestic is Saying [65:1] Perhaps Allah may after that bring
about reunion. Perhaps she would occur in his self so he would revert back to her’.°

6 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Divorce Ch 28 H 10
7 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Divorce Ch 28 H 11
8 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Divorce Ch 28 H 12
9 Al Kafi —V 6 — The Book of Divorce Ch 28 H 14
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Woman'’s verdict regarding waiting period to be accepted:
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®“s having said: ‘The waiting period, and the
menstruation are for the women; when they claim, they would be ratified’.1°
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Al-Hassan®"s, said, ‘l said to him™@¥s, ‘A young woman the
likes of whom menstruate, her husband divorces her, and her menstruations are lifted. How
much is her waiting period?’ He™®"Y* said: ‘Three months’. | said, ‘So if she claims to be
pregnant after three months?’ He®"* said: ‘Her waiting period is nine months’. | said, ‘So if
she claims to be pregnant after nine months?’ He % said: ‘But rather, the pregnancy is of
nine months’. | said, ‘She can marry?’ He®"s said: ‘She should be precautionary for three
months’. | said, ‘So if she claimed after three months?’ He®"%s said: ‘There is no doubt upon

her. She can marry if she so desires to’.!

The divorced woman, and he is absent from her, would observe the waiting
period from the day she is divorced
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah?®%s, said, ‘I asked him?"s about the man who
divorces his woman and he is absent from her, from which day should she observe the waiting
period?’ So he®"s said: ‘If she establishes the just proof that he divorced her during a known
day, and she is convinced, so let her observe the waiting period from the day she was

10 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Divorce Ch 34 H 1
11 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Divorce Ch 35 H 2
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divorced; and if she did not memorise from which days, and during which month, so let her
observe the waiting period from the day it (news) reached her’.?
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(It has been narrated) from Abdu Abdullah?"Ys having said: ‘The woman from whom her
husband dies and he is absent, so her waiting period is from the day (the news) reaches her,
whether the proof is established or not established’.!3
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®"s having said: ‘When her husband dies from her,
meaning and he is absent, so the proof is established upon his death, so her waiting period is
from the day the news comes to her, four months and ten (days), because upon her is that
she would mourn over him with regards to the death, four months and ten days. So she should
restrain from the Kohl, and the perfume, and the dyes’.*

Reason for the difference is the waiting period of the divorced woman, and
the waiting period of the woman widowed from her husband
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far?¥s the 2nd, said, ‘I said to him#¥s, ‘May | be sacrificed
for you@%s| How come the waiting period of the divorced woman is three menstruations, or
three months, and the waiting period of the woman widowed from her husband came to be
four months and ten (days)?’ So he@"s said: ‘As for the waiting period of the divorced woman

12 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Divorce Ch 41 H 1
13 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Divorce Ch 42 H 2
14 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Divorce Ch 42 H 6
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being three Quroos (pure periods), so it is for the freeing of the womb from the child, and as
for the waiting period of the woman widowed from her husband, so Allah-** Mighty and
Majestic Stipulated a condition for the women, and Stipulated a condition against them. So
He?? did not Seize them with regards to what He#¥ stipulated for them, and was not Unjust
with regards to what He#% Stipulated against them.

St g Al sl e BTasY 3 ol afal o sl s 008 Gl a5 el Bk gaT gl ol g 28 b

B3 e s i B 41 Q5 5 Bl

A condition for them regarding the oath (by the husband not to copulate) is four months as
Allah-#% Mighty and Majestic is Saying [2:226] Those who swear that they will not go in to
their wives should wait four months. Thus, it is not allowed for anyone, more than four
months regarding the oath, for the Blessed and High Knows that it is the limit of the patient
of the woman from the man.
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And as for what He?W Stipulated against them, so He®" Commanded her that she should
wait, when her husband dies from her, for four months and ten (days). Thus, He®*¥ Took from
her for him during his death, what he Took for her from him during his lifetime with the
oathing. Allah™¥i Says [2:234] they should keep themselves in waiting for four months and
ten, and did not Mention the ‘ten days’ in the waiting period except with the four months,
and Knows that the limit of the patience of the woman is four months regarding the neglect
of the copulation, So from then it Obligates against her and for her’.*

Waiting period of the pregnant woman widowed from her husband, and her
expenses
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‘He®%s said: ‘The woman widowed from her husband, the pregnant, her term is the later of
the two terms when she was pregnant. So when there would be completed for her four

15 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Divorce Ch 43 H 1
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months and ten (days) and she had not placed (given birth), so her waiting period would be
to placing it (giving birth); if it was that she places her load (gives birth) before the completion
of her four months and ten (days), she would wait after what she placed (gave birth to), the
complete four months and ten (days), and that is the further of the two terms’.1®

T e G5t she JB (O e ) 85 G ER 815 08 N et 18 oS o o e 03 3 IR 0 2 0 Aa3

(32 Ol g il T 5 ke 5 AT Al A2 0T e 53 s

(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far?®"s having said: ‘The waiting period of the woman
widowed from her husband is the longer of the two terms (divorced and widow), because
upon her is that she would mourn for four months and ten (days), and it is not upon her with
the divorce that she should mourn’.%’

The woman widowed from her husband who has been slept with, where
should she wait from and what is Obligated upon her
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‘I asked Abu Abdullah?"s about the woman widowed from her husband, should she go out
to the house of her father and her mother from her house if she so desires to, so she observes
the waiting period?’ So, he®"s said: ‘If she so desires to she observes the waiting period in
the house of her husband, and if she so desires to she observes the waiting period among her
family, and she should not apply Kohl nor wear jewellery’.18
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"s, said, | asked him?%s about the woman
widowed from her husband, can she go out from the house of her husband?’ He®*s said: ‘She

16 Al Kafi —V 6 — The Book of Divorce Ch 44 H 1
17 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Divorce Ch 44 H 4
18 Al Kafi —V 6 — The Book of Divorce Ch 45 H 3
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can go out from the house of her husband, and perform Haijj, and transfer from a house to a
house’.*®
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(It has been narrated) from one of the two (5th or 6th Imam™=%*%), said, ‘l asked him=*"* about
the woman widowed from her husband, where should she observe her waiting period?’ He"
asws said: ‘Wherever she so desires to, and she should not spend a night away from her
house’.?°

The woman widowed from her husband and not having been slept with, and
what is for her from the dower, and the waiting period

s@;!éﬁij&}Zeké.jj!é((w!W)@g;f&&&i&d;ﬁﬁyggjgid&)\;i&\;;;&&&&iﬁjl?f&i&ié:jiiﬁ
LS e s b d g 2 Ge d 6 s 4k ]

(It has been narrated) from one of the two (5th or 6th Imam™=*¥¢) regarding the man who dies
and under him was a woman he had not slept with. He®"s said: ‘For her is half the dower,
and for her is the complete inheritance, and upon her is the waiting period, complete’.??
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®%s having said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen®" judged
regarding the woman widowed from her husband and he had not touched her. He™"s said:
‘She cannot get married until she observes the waiting period of four months and ten (days),
a waiting period of the woman widowed from her husband’.??

1% Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Divorce Ch 45 H 7
20 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Divorce Ch 45 H 8
21 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Divorce Ch 46 H 1
22 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Divorce Ch 46 H 8
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Appendix: Additional Ahadith on waiting Period
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"s, said, ‘I said to him™?", “‘The man is immoral
with the woman, then it becomes inevitable for him to marry her. Is that Permissible for him?’
He " said: ‘Yes, when he keeps aside from her until the expiry of her waiting period by the
freeing of her womb from the water of the private part, so for him would be that he marries
her, and rather it is Permissible for him that he marries her after ascertaining her

repentance’.?3

Reverting to Islam and issues of waiting Period:
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®%s having said: ‘The People of the Book and the
entirety of the ones for whom is responsibility, when one of the two spouses becomes a
Muslim, so both of them would be upon their marriage, and it is not for him that he throws
her out from a House of Al-Islam to something else, and he would not spend the night with
her either, but he would come to her by the day.
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So as for the Polytheists of the Arabs and others, so they would be upon their marriages up
to the expiry of the waiting period. So if the woman becomes a Muslim, then the man
becomes a Muslim before the expiry of her term, so she is his wife, but if he does not become
a Muslim except after the expiry of the term, so she has been irrevocably divorced from him,
and there is no way for him to her; and similar to that is the entirety of the ones for whom
there is no responsibility, nor is it befitting for the Muslim man that he marries a Jewish

23 Al Kafi —V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 31 H 4
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woman or a Christian woman when he can find a Muslim woman, whether she is free or a
slave girl’ .24

g ST A el S 45 52 L JB (ol wle ) s 3 st T 02 08, 8 o 1 02 o 22 sl 5
£ 0T b o it (K G 2250 U 5 gl BLIG D) a1y 08 s e

(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far?"“s, said, ‘l asked about a man for whom is a Christian
woman, is it for him that he marries a Jewish woman upon her (as an additional wife)?’ So he
asws said: “The People of the Book are in the domain of the Imam™%¢, and that is a leeway from
us@%s ypon you (Shiah) in particular. So, there is no problem if you were to marry’.
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| said, ‘Supposing he marries a slave girl (as an additional wife)?’ He®%* said: ‘No. It is not
correct to marry three slave girls. So if you were to marry a free Muslim woman upon them
both, and she does not know that there is a Christian woman and a Jewish woman, then he
copulates with her, so for her would be what is taken from the dowry. So if she so desires to
she stays afterwards with him with a staying, and if she so desires to she goes back to her
family with a going. And when she menstruates with three menstruations, or three months

pass by for her, she is free for the marriage (to someone else)’.
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| said, ‘Supposing he divorces the Jewish woman and the Christian woman upon it before the
expiry of the waiting period of the Muslim woman, would there be a way for him to return
her to his house?’ He®%s said: ‘Yes’.?®
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24 Al Kafi— V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 32 H 9

25 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 32 H 11
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®*s regarding a man who marries a free woman and
for him is a slave wife, and the free woman does not know that for him is a slave wife. He 3w
said: ‘If she so desires to, she can stay with the slave girl with a staying, and if she so desires
to she goes back to her family’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘I said to him?s¥s, ‘Supposing she is not happy with that and she goes
back to her family, is there a way for him upon her when she is not happy with the staying?’
He@%s said: ‘There is no way for him upon her when she is not happy when she comes to
know’. | said, ‘So she goes back to her family, he has (been deemed to have) divorced her?’
He s said: ‘Yes. When she goes out from his house, she would observe the waiting period
of three months, or three menses-free periods, then she can marry (someone else) if she so

desires to’.2°
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far@“s having said regarding a man who married a woman
from her guardian, and he found a fault with her after he had copulated with her. So he#W"s
said: ‘When it is cheated with a woman with Al Afl (inability to copulate due to uterine horns),
and the one with vitiligo, and the insanity, and the deflowering, and the one with whom is an
apparent disability, so she would be returned back to her family without a divorce, and the
husband would take back the dower from her guardian who had cheated him. So, if it so
happened that her guardian did not know of anything from that, so there is nothing upon him,
and she would be returned to her family’.
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He#%s said: ‘And anything that the husband gets from what was taken from him, so it is for
him, and if he does not get anything, so there is nothing for him, and she would observe the

26 Al Kafi —V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 33 H 4
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waiting period of the divorced woman from him, if he had copulated with her, and if he had

not copulated with her, so there is no waiting period for her, and there would be no dower

for her’.?’

Waiting Period of Mut’a:
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"s having said: ‘If she was menstruating, so one
menstruation, and if she was not menstruating, so a month and a half (as a waiting period)’.?

e (Ll ads ) Jis 4T 06 06 (Sl e ) ot oy oF e el oF 5 udE 3 GRT 5 0 3 Jis 3E Glsf 5 s

A S g el by 5 Ly Ol 5 1l i

(It has been narrated) from Abu Al-Hassan Al-Reza™®"* having said: ‘Abu Ja’far®¥s said: ‘The
waiting period of Mut’a is of forty-five days, and the precaution is of forty-five nights (i.e. one
extra)’.?®
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He % said: ‘The waiting period of Mut’a is of forty-five days. It is as if ?¥S am looking at my"

asws father?sWs Abu Ja'far®%s determining by his hand (counting) forty-five. So when the term

passes, there would be separation without a divorce’.3°

27 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 66 H 14
28 Al Kafi —V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 100 H 1
2% Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 100 H 2
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