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In the Name of Allah?" the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah-?" Lord-2* of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief
Muhammad=2"* and his*®¥¥ Purified Progeny®"s, and greetings with abundant greetings.
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Lugman, who was Given Wisdom by Allah-32¥i

Summary:

Allah-#% Selected Lugmans, a pious man, during the era of Prophet Dawood®* (David) and
Bestowed Wisdom and insight on him, through which others, including the prophets,
benefited. Lugman® used to frequently visit Prophet Dawood™?s, and advise him™?s with his@*
advice and his™® wisdom and the grace of his® knowledge, and Dawood™®* was saying to him"
as; ‘Beatitude to you™, O Lugman! You™ are Given the Wisdom and the afflictions are
Turned away from you®, and Dawood® is Given the Caliphate and is Tried by the mistakes
and the Fitna”.!

Allah??¥ Introduces Lugman in the Holy Quran:
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And We had Given the Wisdom to Lugman: “Be thankful to Allah!” And one who is grateful,
so rather he is grateful for his own self, and one who is ungrateful, then Allah is Needless,
Praised [31:12]
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And when Lugman said to his son, and he was advising him: ‘O my son! Do not associate
with Allah, surely, the association is a gross injustice [31:13]
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‘Abu Al-Hassan Musa™% Bin Ja’far?¥s said to me: ‘And We had Given the Wisdom to Lugman
[31:12] — the understanding and the intellect’.2
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1 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 13, The book of Prophet-hood, Ch 18 H 2
2.12/13:1 g8
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Once, | said to Abu Abdullah®"¢, ‘May | be sacrificed for you®"s, (what about) His#" Words
‘And We had Given the Wisdom to Lugman [31:12]?' He®"* said: ‘Gave the recognition of
the Imam™"s of his™ era () plo| d8y20) .3

Who was Lugman?
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‘I asked Abu Abdullah®Ys about Lugman?s and his? wisdom which Allah®*"/ Mighty and
Majestic Mentioned.
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He?%s said: ‘But, and Allah?™ did not Give Lugman™ the wisdom due to affiliation, nor
wealth, nor family, nor development of the body, but he™®* was a strong man regarding the
Commands of Allah®%, hasty regarding Allah®?¥, silent, calm, of deep consideration,
prolonged thinking, hard looks, needless with the lessons. He™ did not sleep during the day
at all, and no one from the people saw him™ upon urination nor defecation nor bathing due
to the intensity of his™® veiling and the depth of his™® consideration, and his™® preservation in
his@s affairs.
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And he™ did not laugh from anything at all fearing the sin, and did not get angry at all, and
did not joke with any human being at all, and was not happy to anything from the matters of
the world if given to him™s, nor did he™ grieve upon anything at all. And he™ had married
from the women and there were born for him™? a lot of children, and most of them died
young, but he™® did not cry upon the death of anyone from them.
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He™®* did not pass by two men disputing or fighting except he?* reconciled between them, and
did not go away from them until they had separated, and he®® did not listen any word at all
from anyone, liking it, except he?* asked about its interpretation and from who he had taken
it. And he® frequented the gatherings of the jurists and the wise ones, and he® would
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overcome the judges and the kings and the ruling authorities and postpone for the judges
from when they had been trying him with.
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And he™* pitied the kings and the ruling authorities due to their being deceived with (Leniency
of) Allah®% and their coveting regarding that, and he took lessons and learnt what he®*
could overcome his™®* self by it, and fight against his whims by it, and protect by it from the
Satan™; and he™ was curing his heart by the thinking, and curing his soul by the lessons,
and he®* did not go somewhere except regarding what concerned him*. Thus, due to that,
he?* was Given the wisdom, and Granted infallibility.
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And Allah*" Blessed and Exalted Commanded a group from the Angels when it was midday
and the eyes had closed for the naps, so they called out to Lugman™® when they (people)
could neither hear nor see them. They said, ‘O Lugman! Is it for you™ that Allah®" Makes
you™ a Caliph in the earth judging between the people?’ Lugman said: ‘My?* Lord?2"
Commands me™ with that, so I shall listen and obey, because if He#®% Does that with me
3 will Assist me™ upon it and Teach me™ and Protect me™s, and that He®*" has Chosen me”
as |2 accept the well-being’.
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The Angels said: ‘O Lugman™$! Why?’ He™* said: ‘Because the judging between the people is
the most difficult status from the religion, and most of the Fitna and affliction is (from) what
is abandoned and not stood up for, and the injustice overcomes him from every place, and its
owner is between two matters — If he attains the truth in it, so it is better if he submits, and
if he errs, her errs on the path of the Paradise, and one who happens to be humiliated in the
world and weakened, it would be easy upon him in the Hereafter than if he happens to be in
it a judge, being a nobleman. And the one who chooses the world over the Hereafter, both of
these would incur losses for him. This one will decline and he will not achieve that one’.
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He@%s said: ‘The Angels were astounded from his® wisdom, and the Beneficent Approved
his talk. When it was evening, he took to his? bed from the night. Allah*¥ Send down
the wisdom unto him™s and overwhelmed him™® with it, from his?* head to his®® feet while
he? was asleep, and the wisdom covered him™* with a covering, and he® was the wisest of
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the ones during his™ era, and he™® went out to the people speaking with the wisdom and
explaining it during it’.
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He?¥s said: ‘When he® was Given the rule and he did not accept it, Allah***i Commanded
the Angels, so they called out at Dawood ™, and he™ accepted it and he™® was not stipulated
in it with a condition of Lugman™3. So, Allah-**" Gave hims the Caliphate of the earth and he"
as was Tried during it more than once, and (during) all that he fall into the mistake, Allah-2%
would Save him™* and Forgive him™s,
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And Lugman™s used to frequently visit Dawood®°, and advise him™® with his™®° advice and his"
3 wisdom and the grace of his® knowledge, and Dawood®® was saying to him™*: ‘Beatitude
to you™, O Lugman™°! You™* are Given the Wisdom and the afflictions are Turned away from
you, and Dawood™ is Given the Caliphate and is Tried by the mistakes and the Fitna”’.*

Examples of the wisdom of Lugman™®*
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‘Lugman* said to his™@ son: ‘I"* tasted the bitterness, and I did not taste anything more
bitter than the poverty; and I carried every heavy burden, but 1*¥* did not carry a burden
heavier than an evil neighbour. And if the speech was from silver, the silence would be from
the gold’.>
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Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, from Al-Qasim Bin Muhammad, and Ali Bin Muhammad Al-Qasany, from
Suleyman Bin Dawood, from Hammaad Bin Isa, who has narrated the following:

Abu Abdullah®"s having said: ‘Lugman® advised his® son: ‘O my? son! Travel with your
sword, and your slippers, and your turban, and your tent, and your water container, and your
needle, and your threads, and your shoe-repair kit, and your provision of medicines, which

4 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 13, The book of Prophet-hood, Ch 18 H 2
5 Tafseer Abu Hamza Al Sumaly - Report No. 227 — (Non-Shiah source)
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are beneficial for you and the ones who are with you. And be in harmony with your companion
except if it is in the disobedience to Allah®*" Mighty and Majestic’.®
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Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, from Al-Qasim Bin Muhammad, from Suleyman Bin Dawood Al-Mungary, from
Hammaad, who has narrated the following:

Abu Abdullah@%s has said; ‘Lugman said to his®® son: ‘Whenever you travel with a group,
take a lot of advice about them for your affairs and their affairs, and smile frequently in their
faces, and be generous with your provisions. And if they call you, respond to them, and if they
seek your support, help them. And be overcome them with three things — the length of
silence, and the frequency of the Prayer, and generosity of the self with whatever is with you
from the animal, or wealth, or provisions.
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And if they ask you to testify to the truth, then so testify for it, and exhaust your opinion for
them if they consult you. Then do not advise them until you are sure about it and reconsider
it, and do not answer in your advice until you stand regarding it, and sit, and sleep, and eat,
and pray Salat, and you are utilising your thoughts and your wisdom with regards to your
advice. So, the one who does not refine his advice for the one who consulted him, Allah-32%i
Crucifies his opinion, and Removes from him the trust.
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And if you see your companions walking, so you should walk with them, and if you see them
doing something, so do it with them, and if they give charity and give a loan, so give with
them. And listen to the one who is older than you in age, and if he orders you and asks you,
so say, Yes’, and do not say, ‘No’, for the ‘No’ is a fault and blameable. And if you are confused
regarding your road, so stop and encamp, and if you are in doubt regarding the intended
course, pause and plan.
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And if you see one person, do not ask him about your direction of road, and do not heed his
guidance, for the one person in the wild is suspect for he could be an eye for the thieves, or
he could be the Satan™ who confused you. And be cautious of two persons as well, unless

b Al Kafi— H 14914
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you can see what I don’t, for the intellectual, when he sees something with his own eyes
recognises the truth from it, and the witness can see what the absentee does not.
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O my son! And when the time of Salat comes up, so do not delay it for anything, and offer
Salat and seek comfort from it for it is the Religion. And Pray in congregation even if there is
pushing upon the head. And do not sleep upon your animal for that is injurious to its back,
and that is not from the actions of the wise except if you are in a carriage and it is possible for
you to stretch your joints.
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And when you come close to the destination, so descend from your animal and begin by
feeding it before yourself. And when you intend to encamp, so it is upon you to remain in a
land, which is good in colour, soft in soil, and abundance of grass. And if you encamp, so pray
two cycles before you sit down. And if you intend to fulfil your need (toilet), go far away. And
when you embark (upon your journey) Pray two cycles, and say farewell to the land on which
you spent time, and send greetings of peace upon it and upon its people, because for every
patch of land has its inhabitants from the Angels.
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If you are able to, do not eat food until you begin by giving charity from it, so do it. And it is
upon you to recite the Book of Allah"#% Mighty and Majestic as long as you are riding. And it
is upon you for the Glorification for as long as you are working. And it is upon you to supplicate
for as long as you are alone. And beware of travelling in the first part of the night. And it is
upon you to travel from the middle of the night to its end. And beware of raising your voice
during your travel’.”
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From Abu Al-Hassan®"* having said: ‘Lugman* had said to his@* son: ‘O my=° son! The world
is an ocean, and many generations have drowned in it, so let your ship in it be the fear of
Allah®% the Exalted, and let your bridge be the belief in Allah®¥, and let its sail be the
reliance, perhaps O my son, you will be saved, although I don’t think you will be saved!
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O my™® son! How come the people do not fear what they are being threatened with while
they are being reduced (in lifespan) every day, and how the one who has a depleting term
does not prepare for what he has been Promised?
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O my™ son! Take from the world it’s sufficient and do not enter into an entering harming
your Hereafter, and do not reject it (completely) for you will become dependant upon the
people, and fast such a fast to cut your lustful desires and do not fast such fasts preventing
you from the Salat, for the Salat is mightier in the Presence of Allah-?"i than the fasting!
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O my™ son! Do not learn the knowledge in order to boast with it to the scholars and argue
with the foolish ones with it, or to show off with it in the gathering, and do not neglect the
knowledge in disdain for it and desire to be in the ignorance!
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O my?® son! Choose the gathering based upon your eyes. If you see a group mentioning Allah-
awi sit with them, for you, if you don’t happen to be knowledgeable, it will benefit you and

increase you in knowledge, and if you happen to be ignorant, it will teach you, and perhaps
Allah?2% will Shade them with Mercy so it would generalise you with them!
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And he®"s said: ‘It was said to Lugman™s, ‘What is a summary of your? wisdom?’
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He™®* said: ‘I® do not ask about what I"** have already been sufficed with, nor do 1® encumber
what does not concern me 1’8
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From Abu Ja’far®%s having said: ‘Among what Lugman had advised with to his®® son, he®
said: ‘O my?® son! If you are in doubt of the death, then raise the sleep away from you, and
you will never be capable of that, and if you were in doubt of the Resurrection, repel the
wakefulness away from yourself, and you will never be capable of that, for when you think,
you will know that your soul is in the hand of someone else, and rather the sleep is at the
status of the death, and rather the wakefulness after the sleep is at the status of the
Resurrection after the death!’
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And he®%s said: ‘Lugman said: ‘O my2* son! Do not draw too close for it will be more distant
for you, nor distance too far for you will be deemed insignificant! Every animal loves its kind
and the son of Adam™ do not love one similar to him! Do not spread your righteousness
except with the one seeking it, and just as there isn’t any friendship between the ram and the
wolf, like that there isn’t any friendship between the righteous and the wicked!
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One who draws closer to indecency, some of it will be attached with him, like that is the one
who associates with the wicked, he will learn from his ways! One who loves the bitter
arguments will be insulted, and one who enters an evil entrance will be accused, and one
pairs himself with an evil pair will not be safe, and one who does not control his tongue will
regret!’
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And he® said: 'O my?® son! Accompany a hundred and do not be inimical to one! O my2 son!
But rather it is your character and your manners. Your character is your religion, and your
manners are between you and the people, so do not reduce learning the good virtues and the
manners!
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And O my™ son! Be a servant of the good ones and do not be a child for the evil ones! O my"
3 son! Upon you is with fulfilling the entrustment, your world and your Hereafter will be safe,
and be trustworthy, for Allah#*¥ the Exalted does not Love the betrayers! O my? son! Do not
show the people that you are fearing Allah-**j while your heart is wicked!””®
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‘| said to Abu Abdullah®"¢, ‘May Allah?" Keep you®"s welll What was in the bequest of
Lugmans?’
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He s said: ‘There were wonders in it, and from the wonders what were in it, he™®* said: ‘O
my 2 son! Fear Allah?" with such fear, if you were to come to Him??" with the righteous acts
of the Jinn and the human beings, He* will Punish you, and hope to Allah* with such
hope, if you were to come to Him™#" with sins of the Jinn and the human beings, He* will
Mercy you!’*0
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‘| asked Abu Abdullah®%s about Lugman® and his® wisdom. He®"s said: ‘But, by Allah-?"
He? was neither Given the wisdom due to lineage, nor family, nor wealth, nor physical
strength, nor beauty, but he® was a man strong regarding the Commandments of Allah-#%,
devout in his™ religion, quiet, calm, of deep thinking, lengthy pondering, sharp insight.
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He™® did not sleep at daytime at all and did not sleep in any gathering of a people at all, and
did not transfer from his seat in a gathering at all, and did not fault anyone with anything at
all, and noone from the people saw him™* upon urination nor defecation, nor bathing due to
the intensity of his concealment, and his™@* insight was deep, and he®* was fearful of his™®° sins.
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And he® did not laugh from anything at all nor was he® angry at all fearing the sin in his@s
religion, and he® did not mock any person at all, and did not rejoice for anything given from
the world nor did he™® grieve upon what he™ had lost from it, at all, and he™® married the
women and a lot of children were born to him™®5, and the most of them had died prematurely
for him™* but he® did not cry at the death of anyone of them.
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And he® did not pass by two men disputing or fighting, except he® reconciled between them,
and he™ never heard a saying from anyone that he™ found good except that he™® asked
about its meaning and from whom it was taken. He® would frequently sit with the wise and
visit the people of wisdom, humbling himself before them.

4l 5 G0 ) sl 586 ot 5 daal bz 5 D 1o g Wl G sladl g8 bz 5 A g sl ks g

DU (e gt 58058 Dol 50 LG G sy 5 A 5 SIS S G585 ) 5 )
He? would also attend the courts of judges and the gatherings of kings and rulers, feeling
pity for the judges because of what they were being Tried with. He™ would feel pity for kings
and rulers because of their many burdens, their delusion about Allahs, their sense of security
in worldly life, and their inclination toward its adornment. He would reflect on this and take

a lesson from it, using that to restrain his™ own soul, to struggle against his?* desires, and to
guard himself? from Satan™.
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He™® disciplined himself?* through reflection and did not travel except for something that

would benefit him™, and he® did not speak except in what concerned him™s. Due to (all) that
he? was granted wisdom and gifted with the infallibility.
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Allah??¥ the Exalted Commanded a group of Angels with a speaker, when it was midday and
the eyes had shut (were napping). They called out to Lugman* from whereby he?® heard

their speech and could not see them. They said, ‘O Lugman! Is it okay for you if Allah-?"
were to Make you a caliph to judge between the people?’
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Lugman said: ‘If my? Lord?% has Commanded me? with that, so I listen and obey
because if He**"i Does that with mes, He®*" will Assist mes and Help mes and Teach me™s
and Protect me™s, and if He®¥ Mighty and Majestic Gives me a choice, I* accept the well-
being!’

The Angels said, ‘And why, O Lugman=5?’
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He™ said: ‘Because the judging between the people is the severest of the stages of religion,
and of the most and one of the most trials. Its holder is forsaken and not helped, and darkness
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surrounds him from every direction. The one who holds it is between two outcomes - if he is
correct and establishes the truth, then it is only likely that he may be safe, and if he errs, he
goes astray from the path to Paradise.
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And the one in this world remains humble and weak among people, that is easier for him the
Hereafter and brings him nearer to guidance than if he were a noble and majestic ruler, and
the one who chooses this worldly life over the Hereafter loses them both, for this world will
decline away from him and he will not attain that one (the Hereafter)!’
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He?Ws said: ‘That, from his? wisdom astonished the Angels, and the Beneficent Considered
his™ talk as excellent. When it was evening and he took to his® bed for the night, Allah-32%
Sent down the wisdom unto him™@s, and overwhelmed him™° with it. He® woke up and he®*
was the wisest of people of the earth in his™ era.
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He® went out to the people speaking with the wisdom and spread it among them, and Allah"
azwi Commanded the Angels, so they called to Dawood with the caliphate in the earth. He™
accepted it, and Lugman™ would frequently visit Dawood®*, and Dawood?® would say: ‘O
Lugman! You?? have been Granted the wisdom and the Trial has been turned away from
you—as!'lll
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From Ja’far?®"s Bin Muhammad Al-Sadiq?%s, he®"s said: ‘When Lugman™* preached to his®*
son. He™ said: ‘Ever since I came into this world, 1® have been turning my back to it and
facing the Hereafter, for the home you are travelling toward is nearer to you than the home
you are leaving behind! My?* son, do not pursue what is turning away from you, and do not
reject what is coming toward you, for that confuses judgment and diminishes the intellect!
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My son! Let what you can prevail with against your enemy, be the devoutness from the
Prohibitions and the excellent in your religion, and the protection of your personality, and the
honour for yourself, not dirtying it with disobeying the Beneficent and evil manners and ugly
deeds.

Loald S5 B5E Y 3 8 o B gl 3 age 1S A3 Lot O oy ST B G0 5y BB Glpp et 5 B 2B
8 ce ce o . S A0 Ouio 1o A5 L TPt Zaco | (7% . NP P
\_;/I\:Q\M\ji&u}ﬂj)ﬁﬂﬂ}.kc&kcqichvuL{}J;of&d)@\i;&l&w;d)ﬁL&Ab?&ng@dcj}s:)ﬁ

Fadd o8 & el it 5 i
Keep your secrets, and perfect your private conduct, for if you do this, you are protected by
concealment of Allah??¥ so that your enemy cannot find a flaw in you or catch you in a slip.
Do not feel safe from a foe who might strike you unexpectedly in some situation, for if he
gains power over you, he may attack, yet if he does not cause you to stumble, you remain
secure. Let what arms you against your enemy be showing contentment toward him, belittling
the pursuit of much in seeking benefit, and magnifying the small in doing harm.
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O my™ son! Do not sit with people in ways that are contrary to their customs, and do not
place on them burdens beyond their capacity, for then your companion will remain distant
from you, and the one burdened beyond his strength will turn away from you. If that happens,
you will be left without a friend to comfort you or a brother to support you, and when you
remain alone, you will be forsaken and disgraced.
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Do not make excuses to someone who does not wish to accept them and does not
acknowledge your rights, and do not seek help in your affairs except from one who wishes to
gain (heavenly) Rewards in fulfilling your need. If it is so, he will strive to fulfil your need as if
it were his own, for after succeeding for you, it becomes profit in the fleeting world and a
share and treasure hoard for him in the ever-lasting abode, so he would strive in fulfilling
these for you!
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And let your brothers and companions, those whom you choose and assisted with upon your
affairs, be the people of integrity, and the sufficiency, and the wealth, and the intellect, and
the chastity, those if you were to benefit them they will appreciate you, and if you are absent

from their vicinity, they will remember you’’ .12
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From Al-Sadiq®"* having said: ‘Lugman™ said to his? son: ‘If you cultivate good manners
when you are young, you will benefit from them when you are old. Whoever takes care to be
courteous pays attention to it, and whoever pays attention to it strives to gain knowledge.
Whoever strives to gain knowledge strengthens his pursuit of it, and whoever strengthens his
pursuit attains benefit from it and makes it a habit!
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Beware of laziness in this and seeking it through other than proper means. If the world
overpowers you, do not let it overpower your Hereafter. If you miss the pursuit of knowledge,
you will find no greater loss than neglecting it!
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My son! Maintain good relations with your family and brothers among the people of
knowledge. If they remain upright, they will be loyal to you, but beware when they turn away
from you, for their enmity is more harmful than that of distant foes, due to their insight into
you.
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When you travel with a group, consult them frequently and smile often in their presence. If
they call upon you, respond; if they seek your help, assist them. Win them over through
patience, abundant kindness, Salat, and generosity with what you have, whether beast,
wealth, or provisions. If you see your companions walking, walk with them; if you see them
working, work with them. Listen to those older than you in age.
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If you are uncertain of your path, dismount; if in doubt about your direction, pause. Confer

together. When nearing your destination, dismount from your beast, and begin feeding it
before yourself, for it is like your own self. If you can refrain from eating until you give charity
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from it, do so. Keep reading the Book of Allah®" as long as you are riding, the glorification
(of Allah™#%) as long as you are working, and supplicate for as long as you are alone!’3
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‘Abu Abdullah@"s said: ‘Lugman™® said to his™ son: ‘Beware of irritability, bad character, and
lack of patience, for a person cannot remain upright with these traits. Discipline yourself with
deliberation in your affairs and be patient with the burdens of your brothers. Improve your
character with all people!
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My son! If you lack what connects you by kinship or grants you superiority over your
brothers, do not lack good character and a cheerful countenance, for whoever perfects his
manners is loved by the righteous and kept away from the wicked. Be content with the
portion Allah®" has Allotted you, for that determines your life. If you wish to gather the
honours of the world, cut off your desire for what is in the hands of others, for the Prophets

3 and the truthful reached what they did by restraining their greed!’'4
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And Al-Sadig™®"s said: ‘Lugman* said to his™ son: ‘If you need to approach a ruler, do not be
overly insistent, and do not seek your need from him except at the proper times, when he is
pleased and in a good state of mind. Do not grow impatient in seeking your need, for its
fulfilment is in the hands of Allah®*"l and occurs at its appointed time. Rather, turn to Allah-
azwi 3sk Him22¥, and move your fingers in supplication to Him=2"il
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My 2 son! The world is little, and your life is short!
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My 2 son! Beware of envy, for it should not be part of your affairs, and avoid bad character,
for it should not be part of your nature. You harm no one by these except yourself, and if you
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are the one who harms your own soul, that is enough to contend with your enemy, for
harming yourself is more damaging than the enmity of others!
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My son! Give what is due to its rightful people, seeking the reward from Allah®?¥, and be
moderate in it. Neither withhold it stingily, nor give it wastefully!
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O my® son! The owner of the morals of wisdom is the religion of Allah?¥ the Exalted, and
like religion is like a firmly rooted tree - Eman in Allah™®*¥ s its water, Salat is its roots, Zakat
is its trunk, brotherhood for the Sake of Allah"#% is its branches, good character is its leaves,
and avoiding the Prohibitions of Allah®?¥ is its fruit. The tree is not complete except with good
fruit, and like that, religion is not complete except by abstaining from the Prohibition!

My son, everything has a sign by which it is recognised, and religion has three signs — the
chastity and the knowledge, and the forbearance!”’*®
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From Ali@%s Bin Al-Husayn™@"“s, having said: ‘Lugman* said to his® son: ‘O my? son! The
greatest lack is the lack of heart, and the greatest calamity is the loss of religion. The highest
honour is its honour, and the most beneficial wealth is the wealth of the heart. Reflect on all
of this, and adhere to contentment and satisfaction with what Allah?" has Allotted. If a thief
steals, Allah?? Withholds sustenance from him, and he bears the sin, yet had he been
patient, he would have attained it, and it would have come to him directly!
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My son! Be sincere in your obedience to Allah?¥ so that nothing of sin mingles with it. Then
beautify obedience by following the people of truth, for their obedience is connected to
obedience to Allah®%, Adorn this with knowledge, and fortify your knowledge with
forbearance untouched by foolishness, preserve it with gentleness untouched by ignorance,
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strengthen it with firmness untouched by negligence, and mix your firmness with kindness
untouched by violence!’®
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‘I heard Al-Sadiq™"* saying: ‘Lugman® said: ‘Carrying stones, iron, and any heavy burden is
difficult, yet I have carried nothing heavier than a wicked neighbour. I® have tasted all
bitterness, yet | have experienced nothing more bitter than poverty!
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My son! Do not make the ignorant your messenger, for if you do not appoint a wise and
sensible person as your messenger, be the messenger of your own self. My son, whoever
avoids evil, evil avoids him!’Y”
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Al-Sadiq®"s said: ‘Amir Al Momineen@"* said: ‘It was said to the righteous servant Lugman-
as ‘“Which of the people is the best?’

He™ said: ‘The rich believer!’
Jud 5 g 43
It was said, ‘The one rich from the wealth?’
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He® said: ‘No, but the one rich from the knowledge which if he is needy to it, he would benefit
with his knowledge, and if he is not needy to it, he is contented’.
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And it was said, ‘Which of the people is the evilest?’
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He said: ‘The one who does not care if the people see him as evil”’.18
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‘Amir Al Momineen™"s said: ‘It was among what Lugman™® preached to his® son, he™®* said:
‘O my® son! Let one take heed who lacks certainty and whose effort in seeking sustenance is
weak. Allah?™i the Exalted Created him in three states concerning His®* Decree and Granted
him his provision, and in none of these states is there any earning or scheme (on his part).
Allah?2% will Provide for him in the fourth state.
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The first of these is when he is in his mother’s womb, where he is sustained in a secure and
stable condition, with neither cold nor heat to harm him. Then he is brought forth and
nourished from his mother’s milk, raised without power or strength of his own. Then he is
weaned from that and provided for through the earnings of his parents, with kindness and
mercy from their hearts.
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Until when he grows, has intellect (reason) and earns for himself, he is constricted by his
affairs, so he thinks the (evil) thoughts with his Lord?* and rejects the rights in his wealth,
and is restrictive upon himself and his dependants fearing poverty!”’*°

The bequest (Will) of Lugman*
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‘I asked from Abu Abdullah@%s, “What was in the will of Lugman™®?’ The Imam?"* replied:
‘There were wonders in it, and a wonder from what was in it was what he™* said to his™?* son:
‘Fear Allah™i Mighty and Majestic with such a fear that if you had come with all the good of
the Sagalayn (all the Jinn and the Human beings) He#*" would Punish you; and hope in Allah"
azwi with such a hope that if you had come with all the sins of the Sagalayn (all the Jinn and
the human beings), He i would be Merciful to you’.
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Then Abu Abdullah™sYs said: ‘My2%s father?*"s used to say: ‘There is no Momin servant except

that there are in his heart, two lights — A light of fear, and a light of hope. If you were to weigh
this one, it would not exceed the weight of this one (the other)’.?°
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