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In the Name of Allah®** the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah®?* Lord*" of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief
Muhammad=2"* and his*®¥¥ Purified Progeny?"s, and greetings with abundant greetings.
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‘Zulgarnayn: The Kingdom and the Spring of Life’
Summary:

The story of Zulgarnayn (Dhu al-Qarnayn) has been narrated in the Holy Quran (18:83-101),
as the one who travelled to the east and west with the powers bestowed to him by
Allah?2, reached very close to the ‘Spring of Life’ and set up a barrier between creations of
Allah?2% called Yajouj and Majouj (Gog and Magog). The Quran also prophesies the end of
the world when Gog and Magog manage to cross over the barrier.

Allah??% has Mentions Zulgarnayn in the Holy Quran:
{18:83} 155 . 2l Sl hociidh (o 22 B
And they are asking you about Zulqgarnayn. Say: ‘I will recite to you a mention of him [18:83]

{18:84) e oo A8 20 82815 2381 2 4 K4 €

Surely, We Enabled him (Zulqarnayn) in the earth and Gave him a course from everything
[18:84]
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‘A man asked Imam Ali*"s, ‘What is your®*"s view of Zulgarnayn, how was he able upon
reaching the east and the west?’

.((;‘j.\.ﬂ A.:.l.c )L@,'J\ b J:U\ ;)lg_'e ;)j;J\ 4 Ja.WJ 9 cq\.:.wi” _} U ) ;qbwj\ 4 4\&}.\~ P :J\_;

Page 3 of 19




‘Zulgarnayn: The Kingdom and the Spring of Life www.hubeali.com

He®%s said: ‘Allah?" Subjected the clouds for him, and Extended for him in the courses, and
Spread out the light for him. So, the night and the day were the same to him”’.!

The story of Yajouj and Majouj (Gog and Magog) is covered in a separate article.
Yajouj and Majouj — Gog and Magog | Hubeali
Zulgarnayn Built a Barrier between his people and Yajouj and Majouj

Allah?2¥ Describes the request of the nation of Zulgarnayn, in the Holy Quran:
{18:94} i g gtne _}xﬁ O de sz &0 vkxé Y fﬁ‘ i) O adnds '@;‘L;j Cﬁ;“ 3; BGHENRNTF

They said, ‘O Zulgarnain! Yajouj and Majouj are making mischief in the land, so can we
make a remuneration for you upon that you will make a barrier to be (built) between us and
them?’ [18:94]
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‘From Amir Al-Momineen®"s, he (the narrator) said, ‘He®"* was asked about Zulgarnayn.
He®%s said: ‘He was a righteous servant, and his name was Ayaash, and Allah®¥ Chose him
and Sent him to a generation from the former generations in an area around the west, and
that was after the flood of Noah®.
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But they struck him upon a top on the right side of his head, and he died from it. Then Allah3¥
Revived him after a hundred years. Then He¥ Sent him to a generation from the former
generation in an area around the east. But they belied him and struck him with a strike upon
a top on the left, and he died from it. Then Allah?®" Revived him after a hundred years, and
Remedied him from the two strikes which were struck upon his head, two tops in place of the
two interior wounds, and Made the might of his kingdom to be a Sign of his Prophet-hood in
his generation.
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Then Allah??¥ Raised him to the sky of the world and Peeled off from the earth, all of it — its
mountains, and its coasts, and its mountain ranges, until he saw what is between the east and
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the west. And Allah?" Gave him from all things, knowledge by which he recognised the truth
and the falsehood, and Aided him in his generation by an eclipse from the sky wherein was
darkness, and thunder and lightning.
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Then He®% Sent him down to the earth and Revealed unto him: “Travel in the areas of the
west of the earth and its east, and the cities have been folded up for you (brought closer),
and the servants have been Made humbled to you, and to be awed from you!”
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Zulgarnayn travelled to the areas of the west, and it so happened that whenever he passed
by a town, he visited therein just as the angry lion would visit it. So, from one of his horns
emitted the darkness, and the thunder, and lightning, and thunderbolts destroying the ones
around it and behind it. He did not reach the west of the sun until the people of the east and
the west professed (Religion) to him’.
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He®Ys said: ‘And that is in the Words of Allah?V/: Surely We Enabled him in the earth and
Gave him a course from everything [18:84] Until when he reached west of the sun, and found
it setting in a muddy spring [18:86] — up to His®®" Words: ‘As for one who is unjust, - and
does not believing in his Lord®¥, then soon We will Punish him, - in the world, with a
Punishment of the world, then he will return to His Lord — during his return, and He will
Punish him with a terrible Punishment [18:87] — up to His®** Words: and We will Speak to
him an easy word from Our Command [18:88] Then he — Zulqarnayn, followed — from the
sun, a course [18:89].
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Then Amir Al Momineen®"s said: ‘Zulgarnayn, when he ended up with (following) the sun to
the muddy spring, he found the sun setting therein, and with it were seventy thousand Angels
flowing it by chains of iron and the hooks, flowing it from a depth of the sea in a drop of the
right land, just as the ship flows upon the surface of the water. So when he reached the
emergence of the sun, and found it emerging upon a people [18:90] — up to His®*“ Words:
knowledge of his news [18:91].
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So, Amir Al Momineen®"* said: ‘When Zulgarnayn arrived to a people, the sun had burnt
them, and their bodies and their colour had changed until they had become like the darkness.
Then he followed a course [18:92] — in an area of the darkness: Until when he reached
between the two mountains and found besides these a people who could hardly understand
a word [18:93] They said, ‘O Zulgarnain! Yajouj and Majouj — who are behind these two
mountains, are making mischief in the land.
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Whenever it was during our plantation (harvest) and our fruit (picking), they come out against
us from these two cliffs. They devour from our fruits and our plantations until there does not
remain anything from these. so shall we make a remuneration for you - we could be paying
it to you during every year, if you will make a barrier to be (built) between us and them?’
[18:94] — up to His®*i Words: Bring me blocks of iron!’ [18:96] .
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He?%s said: ‘So they dug up for him a mountain of iron (ore), and they took it out for him like
the milk. So he placed parts of it upon (other) parts in what is between the two cliffs. And it
was so that Zulgarnayn, he was the first one who built a construction (of a fortified barrier)
upon the earth. Then the firewood was gathered for him, and the fire was ignited in it, and
the bellows were placed upon it, and they blew into it.
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So, when it melted, he said, ‘Bring me with molten copper!’ —and it is the red brass. So they
dug up a mountain for him from brass, and they placed it upon the iron, and it melted along
with it, and mingled with it. So they were neither able to scale it nor were they able to make
a hole in it [18:97] — meaning Yajouj and Majouj. He said: ‘This is a Mercy from my Lord, but
when the Promise of my Lord comes, He will Make it level, and a Promise of my Lord would
always be true [18:97] .

Up to here is the report of Alir®% Bin Al-Husayn®"* and report of Muhammad Bin Nasr. And

there is an addition by Jibraeel Bin Ahmad, in his Hadeeth, by chains from Al Asbagh Bin
Nubata: -
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‘From Ali®*"s Bin Abu Talib®Ys (having said): ‘And We will Forsake some of them on that Day
surging among others [18:99] — Meaning the Day of Judgment. And Zulgarnayn was a
righteous servant, and he had a position from Allah®*". He advised for the Sake of Allah?",
So He?™i Advised him, and he loved Allah?", Al He®¥ Loved him. And He®%¥ had (Given him
a) course in the cities, and Enabled for him in these until he ruled whatever is between the
east and the west.
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And there was a friend for him from the Angels called Rafaeel, descending to him, and he
would discuss with him and whisper to him. So one day while he was in his presence,
Zulgarnayn said to him: ‘O Rafaeel! How is the worship of the inhabitants of the sky, and
where is it from the worship of the inhabitants of the earth?’ Rafaeel said, ‘O Zulgarnayn! And
what is the worship of the inhabitants of the earth? ‘As for the worship of the inhabitants of
the sky, there is no place in the skies for a foot except and upon it is an Angels standing, not
sitting down ever, or performing Ruku, not raising his head, ever!’
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So Zulgarnayn wept with an intense weeping, and said: ‘O Rakaeel! | would love to live until |
reach from the worship of my Lord®"¥ and right of His®*" obedience with what He3% is
Rightful of’.
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Rafaeel said, ‘O Zulgarnayn! Surely for Allah®*¥, in the earth, there is a spring called ‘the spring
of life’ wherein is a Determination from Allah?*¥ that the one who drinks from it would not
die until he is the one who happens to ask Allah?* for the death. So if you were to succeed
with it, you will live for as long as you desire to’. He said, ‘And where is that spring, and do
you recognise it?’ He said, ‘No, apart from that, we discussed in the sky that for Allah#%, in
the earth, there is a darkness, none has trodden it, neither a human nor Jinn’. So Zulgarnayn
said, ‘And where is a that darkness?’ Rafaeel said, ‘l don’t know’.
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Then Rafaeel ascended and Zulgarnayn entered into a lengthy grief from the words of Rafaeel,
and from what he had informed him about the spring and the darkness, and did not inform
him with knowledge he could benefit with from it. So Zulgarnayn gathered the jurists of the
people of his kingdom, and their scholars, and the people studying the Books, and the
Ahadeeth of the Prophet-hood.
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So when they had gathered in his presence, Zulgarnayn said: ‘O group of the jurists, and the
people of the Books and the Ahadeeth of the Prophet-hood! Did you find in what you read
from the Books of Allah®%, or in Books of the ones who were before you from the kings, that
for Allah® there is a spring called ‘The spring of life’, wherein there is a Determination from
Allah?"i that the one who drinks from it would not die until it so happens he is the one who
asks Allah®¥ for the death?’ They said, ‘No, O king!’
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He said, ‘So, did you find in what you read from the Books, that for Allah®" in the earth, there
is a darkness none has trodden it, neither a human nor a jinn?’ They said, ‘No, O king!” So
Zulgarnayn grieved with an intense grief, and wept when he was not informed about the
spring and the darkness with what he loved.
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And there was among the ones who were present, a boy from the boys from the children of
the successors®, successors® of the Prophets®, and he was silent, not Speaking until when
Zulgarnayn had despaired from them. The boy said to him, ‘O king! You asked them about a
matter for which there is no knowledge with them, and there is with men knowledge of what
you want’. So Zulgarnayn rejoiced with an intense happiness, until he descended from his
throne and said to him: ‘Come near me!” So he went near him.
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He said, ‘Inform me’. He said, ‘Yes, O king! | found in the Book of Adam® which he wrote on
the day there were named for him® whatever is in the earth, from a spring or tree. So | found
in it that for Allah® there is a spring called ‘The spring of life’, wherein from Allah®" is a
Determination that the one who drinks from it would not die until it so happens that he is the
one who asks Allah®Y for the death, (and) a darkness none has trodden it, neither a human
nor a Jinn’.
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So Zulgarnayn rejoiced and said: ‘Come near me, o boy! Do you know where its place is?’ He
said, ‘Yes. | found in the Book of Adam® that it is upon a horn of the sun — meaning its
emergence’. So Zulgarnayn was happy and sent a message to the people of his kingdom, and
he gathered their noble ones, and their jurists, and their scholars, and the people of the
wisdom from them, and there gathered to him a thousand wise ones, and scholars and jurists.
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So when they gathered to him, he prepared for the journey and they prepared for him by the
assistance of the numbers and the strength of the strongest ones. So he travelled with them
intending the emergence of the sun, crossing the sea and cutting the mountain (passes), and
the plains, and the lands, and the wilderness. So he travelled for twelve years until he ended
up to the edge of the darkness, and he wasn’t in a darkness of a night or of smoke, but it was
air which had spread to what is between the two horizons.
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So he encamped one its verge, and the soldiers were upon it. And he gathered the scholars,
and the people of his army, and their jurists, and the people of the merits from them, and he
said, ‘O group of the jurists and the scholars! | want to ask you about this darkness!’
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So they fell down prostate to him and they said, ‘O king! You sought a matter what was not

sought nor travelled to by anyone from the ones who were before you from the Prophets®
and the Mursils®, not from the kings’. He said, ‘It is inevitably for me to seek it’.
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They said, ‘O king! We know that you, when you travelled it, you would succeed with your
need without exhaustion upon you of our matter, but we fear that there might attach with
you, from it, a matter there would happen to be destruction of your kingdom in it, and decline
of your authority, and mischief of the ones in the earth?’
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So he said, ‘It is inevitable that | travel it’. So they fell down in Sajdah to Allah?%, and they
said, ‘We disavow to You?% from what Zulgarnayn wants’.
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Zulgarnayn said, ‘O group of the scholars! Inform me of the insightful of the animals?’ They
said, ‘The female virgin horses are the most insightful of the animals’. So he chose from his
army, and attained six thousand horses, female virgins, and choose from the people of the
knowledge, and the merit, and the wisdom, six thousand men, and he handed over a horse
to each man —and tied up the beautiful —and it is the greenery (vegetables) — upon a thousand
horses. So he made them to be at the forefront and ordered them that they enter the
darkness.
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And Zulgarnayn travelled among four thousand, and ordered the people of his army that they
sit encamped for twelve years. So if he return to them by that time (fine), or else they disperse
in the cities, and join up in their cities, or wherever they so desires to.
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So Al-Khizr® said: ‘O king! We travel in the darkness, not seeing each other, how should we
deal with the straying, when it hits us?’ So Zulgarnayn gave him® a red bead, as if it was a
torch having illumination for it, and said: ‘Take this bead. So when the straying hits you, throw
it to the ground, so it would shriek. So when it shrieks, the strayed people would return to its
sound’.
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So Al-Khizr®s took it and went into the darkness, and it was so that Al-Khizr? would travel and
Zulgarnayn would descend (take turns). So while Al-Khizr® was travelling one day, when a
valley appeared to him in the darkness, so he® said to his® companions: ‘Pause in this place.
Not one of you should move from his place’.
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And he® descended from his horse and grabbed the bead, and threw it in the valley, but the
response was delayed from it, to the extent that he almost thought, or feared that it would
not respond. Then it responded, and he®* came out to its sound, and there it was upon a side
of the spring at which it had paused. And its water was more intensely whiter than the milk,
and clear than the sapphire, and sweeter than the honey.
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So he® drank from it, then took off his® clothes and washed from it, then wore his clothes.
Then he® threw the bead around his® companions, and it responded. So he® came out to
his?* companions and rode, and ordered them with the travelling. So they travelled.
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And Zulgarnayn passed by after it, but he mistook the valley, and he travelled that darkness
for forty days and forty nights. Then he came out to an illumination which wasn’t the
illumination of the day, nor of the sun, nor moon, but it was a light. Then they came out to a
land of red soil, dry, soft, as if its pebbles were like pearls, and there was a castle built upon
the length of a Farsakh (3 miles).
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So Zulgarnayn came to the door and encamped at it. Then he diverted his face alone to the
castle, and there was a bird, and there was a long iron bar placed upon its end upon a side of
the castle, and the bird was black, hanging in that iron bar between the sky and the earth, as
if it was a swallow, or an image of the swallow, or it resembled the swallow, or it was a
swallow.
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When the clinks of Zulgarnayn were heard, it said, ‘Who is this?’ He said: ‘Il am Zulgarnayn’.
So the bird said, ‘O Zulgarnayn! Does it not suffice you what is behind you until you arrive to
a limit of this door of mine?’ So Zulgarnayn panicked with an intense panic, so it said, ‘O
Zulgarnayn! Do not fear, and inform me’. He said: ‘Ask’. It said, ‘Is there a lot of brick and
plaster in the ground?’ He said: ‘Yes’.
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He®"s said: ‘So the bird turned away, and fill it until a third of the iron bar was filled. So
Zulgarnayn panicked, and it said, ‘Do not fear and inform me’. He said: ‘Ask’. It said, ‘Do the
people swear the false testimony in the land?’ He said, ‘Yes’. So the upperpart surged and it
swelled, and it blocked between the two walls of the castle’.
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He®"s said: ‘So during that, Zulgarnayn filled a section from it. It said, ‘Do not fear and inform
me’. He said: ‘Ask’. It said, ‘Do the people neglect the testimony that there is no god except
Allah?%i?’ He said: ‘Yes’. So it joined a third, then said, ‘O Zulgarnayn! Do not fear and inform
me’. He said, ‘Ask’. It said, ‘Do the people neglect the washing from the sexual impurity?’ He
said: ‘No”.
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He®"s said: ‘So it joined until it returned to its former state, and there he was with a staircase
ascending to the top of the castle. The bird said, ‘O Zulgarnayn! Climb these stairs’. So he
climbed, and he was fearful, not knowing what might attack upon him, until he was
established upon the top of it, and there he was by a roof extending to the extent of the sight,
and there was a white youth, luminous of face. Upon him were white clothes, as if he was a
man, or in an image of a man, or resembling with a man, or he was a man.
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And he was raising his head towards the sky looking towards it, and his hand was placed in
his mouth. So when he heard the clinks of Zulgarnayn, he said, ‘Who is this?’ He said, ‘l am
Zulgarnayn’. He said, ‘O Zulgarnayn! | am the owner of the Trumpet, and surely the Hour has
drawn near, and | am awaiting to be Commanded with the blowing, so | can blow’.
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Then he struck his hand and grabbed a stone, and threw it towards Zulgarnayn, as if it was a
rock, or resembling a rock, or it was a rock, and he said, ‘O Zulgarnayn! Take it. So if it is
hungry, you will be hungry, and if it is satiated, you will be satiated’.
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So Zulgarnayn returned with that rock, until he came out with it to his companions, and he
informed them of the bird and what it had asked him about, and what he had said to it, and
what was from its matter, and informed them of the owner of the trumpet, and what he has
said to him, and what he gave him. Then he said to them: ‘He gave me this rock, and said to
me, ‘So if it is hungry, you will be hungry, and if it is satiated, you will be satiated’.
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He said: ‘Inform me with the matter of this stone’, and he placed the stone in one of the two
hands (of a scale), and placed a stone similar to it in the other hand (of the scale), then raised
the scale, and the stone which he had come with, outweighed the other similar one. So he
placed another, but it still inclined towards it, until he placed a thousand stones, all of them
like it, and then raised the scale, but it (still) inclined with these and the thousand stones could
not tilt it.
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So they said, ‘O king! There is no knowledge for us about this’. Then Al-Khizr® said to him: ‘O
King! You asked them about what there is no knowledge for them of it. 12 have come across
this rock’. Zulgarnayn said: ‘Then inform about it, and explain it to us’. So Al-Khizr® grabbed
the scale, and placed the rock which Zulgarnayn had come with, in a hand of the scale, then
placed another rock in a hand of the other, then placed a handful of soil upon the rock of
Zulgarnayn, increasing it in weight. Then he® raised the scale, and it balanced.
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And they were astonished and fell down in Sajdah to Allah?¥, and they said, ‘O king! This is a
matter our knowledge does not reach, and we know that Al Khizr® isn’t a sorcerer. So how
can this be, and he had placed a thousand stones, all of them similar to it, but it tilted with it,
and this has balanced with it, and it has been increased with soil?’
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Zulgarnayn said: ‘O Khizr®s! For us there is the matter of this rock’. Al Khizr® said: ‘O king!
Surely the Command of Allah®¥ will be accomplished among His®®"i servants, and His®"
Authority will conquer, and His®®" Wisdom is detailed. And surely Allah®" Tries His®i
servants with each other, and Tries the scholar with a scholar, and the ignorant one with an
ignorant one, and the scholar with the ignorant one, and the ignorant one with the scholar,
and He®™" Tried me® with you, and Tried you with me3’.
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So Zulgarnayn said, ‘May Allah?¥i have Mercy on you, O Khizr®! But rather, you® are saying
He®™i Tried me with you® where He?¥ Made you more knowledgeable than me, and Made

you® to be under my hand. Inform me, may Allah®* have Mercy on you, about the matter of
this rock’.

e oy g oy M i e e woT g e O) 15k ) ol Sl s e ) s O) (UL Ll (o) ade) ol s
‘M?&J\&J@Lcutﬂ‘qel;c.pj\:l(:guJWfo-JT

Page 13 of 19




‘Zulgarnayn: The Kingdom and the Spring of Life www.hubeali.com

Al-Khizr® said: ‘O king! This rock is an example which the owner of the Trumpet stuck for you.
He was saying, ‘An example of the children of Adam® is an example of this rock which you
placed, and placed a thousand stones with it, but it tilted with these. Then when the soil was
placed upon it, it was satisfied and returned to be a rock the like of it’.
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So he is saying, ‘Similar to that is your example. Allah®®¥ Gave you from the kingdom what
He® Gave you, but you were not pleased with it until you sought a matter no one had sought
it before you, and you entered an entrance neither a human nor Jinn had entered’. He is
saying, ‘Similar to that is a son of Adam®. He is not satisfied until the soil is pushed upon him’.
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He®"s said: ‘So he (Zulgarnayn) wept with an intense weeping, and said: ‘You® speak the
truth, O Khizr®s! He did strike this example for me. There is no doubt that | will not seek the
traces in the city after this travel of mine’.
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Then he left returning into the darkness. So while they were travelling, when they heard clinks
under the hooves of their horses, and they said, ‘O king! What is this?’ He said, ‘Take from it.
So the one who takes from it would regret, and one who leaves it would regret’. Some of
them took and some left. So when they came out from the darkness, they were with the
aquamarines, so the taker and the leaver both regretted, (the taker from not having taken
enough, and the leaver from not having taken any). And Zulgarnayn returned to Dowmat Al-
Jandal (a kingdom), and his house was at it, and he did not cease to be in it until Allah3W
Captured him to Him3’,
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He®Ys said: ‘And hes®W%, when hes®" narrated with this Hadeeth, said: ‘May Allah®" have
Mercy on mys@"¥W prother Zulgarnayn! He was not mistaken when travelled what he travelled,
and sought what he sought, and had he succeeded at the valley of the aguamarines in his
sect, when he left something in it, except he would have brought it out for the people because
he was desirous, but he (actually) succeeded with it after having returned, and he had become

abstemious from the world afterwards” .2
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Zulgarnayn and his kingdom
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‘From Abu Abdullah®*s, he (the narrator) said, ‘l asked him?%s about the Words of Allah-3?¥
the Exalted: And they are asking you about Zulgarnain. Say: ‘I will recite to you a mention
of him [18:83].
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He 2% said: ‘Allah?i Sent Zulgarnayn to his people, and they struck upon his right horn, and
Allah?2%i Caused them to die for five hundred years. Then He*" Sent him to them after that,
and they struck upon his left horn, so Allah**"I Caused them to die for five hundred years,
then Sent him to them after that. He ruled over the east of the earth and its west, from where
the sun emerges to where it sets.
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These are His*" Words: Until when he reached west of the sun, and found it setting in a
muddy spring [18:86] — up to His®* Words with a terrible Punishment [18:87] — he ®"s said:
‘In the Fire. So Zulgarnayn built for them a gate of copper and iron, and asphalt and tar, which
came to be between them and the exit.
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Then Abu Abdullah@VYs said: ‘There was no man among them who died until there were born

for him, from his loins, a thousand sons’. Then he®"s said: ‘They Yajouj and Majouj (Gog and

Magog) were more numerous creatures Created after the Angels” .3

The Duration of the Kingdom:
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3 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 12, The book of Prophet-hood, Ch 8 H 4
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‘Abu Al-Hassan Musa®"s Bin Ja’far®"s having said: ‘He was a boy of twelve years of age, and
remained in his kingship for thirty years’.#
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®%s: ‘Allah®*¥ never Sent Prophets® as kings in the earth
except for four, after Noah®. The first of them was Zulgarnayn® and his® name is Ayash®,
and Dawood®, and Suleyman®s, and Yusuf®,

e Sed Cawgy Lb cOlade Slle OIS EISH ¢ 5] 5D ] Lladl g Lo Slhas sols Lalg coally 3 al) o Lo el ple Lol

Lape Al st d L

So, as for Ayash®, so he®* ruled over what is between the East and the West, and as for
Dawood® so he® ruled was between Al-Shamaat to the land of Persia, and such was the
kingdom of Suleyman®:. So, as for Yusuf®, it was the kingdom of Egypt and its outskirts, not
exceeding it to other (lands)’.>

The spring of life

Los oyl @ b 0) e s s sf Lt 203 8 20 3T 5 o5l 3 UG B) e 5 5o 403 el gy (DLl aeke) Cameghl ol U8

ioepall &> C’J“é ‘}rl &) 93 L i Yol e i Jl

Amir Al-Momineen®"s said: ‘And that His®®" Words, of the Mighty and Majestic: Surely We
Enabled him in the earth and Gave him a course from every thing [18:84] —i.e., an indication.
So it was said to him, ‘For Allah®¥ in the earth, there is a spring called the spring of life. None
with a soul will drink from it except he would not die until the Scream’.
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So Zulgarnayn called Khizr®, he was the most superior of his® companions in his® presence,
and called three hundred and sixty men, and handed over a (dead) fish to each one of them,
and said to them: ‘Go to such and such a place, for over there, there are three hundred and
sixty springs, and let each one of you wash his fish in a spring other than the spring of his
companions’.
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So they went and washed, and Al-Khizr® sat to wash, but the fish slipped from him?® into the
spring, and Al-Khizr* remained wondering from what he® saw, and said within himself®:
‘What shall 1> say to Zul Qarnayn?’ Then he®* removed his cloth to seek the fish, and he®*
drank from its water, but was not able upon (finding) the fish.
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Then they returned to Zul Qarnayn, and Zul Qarnayn ordered for taking back the fish from his
companions. So when he ended up to Al Khizr®, he did not find anything to be with him, and
said to him: ‘What is the state of the fish?’ So Al-Khizr® informed him. He said to him®: ‘So
what did you® do?’ He® said: ‘I** immersed into it and went on diving to seek it, but could not
find it’. He said: ‘So did you?® drink from it?’ He® said: ‘Yes'.
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He®%s said: ‘Then Zulgarnayn sought the spring of life, but could not find it, and he said to Al-
Khizr3s: ‘You® are its owner”’.®
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‘I heard Abu Al-Hassan Ali®%s Bin Musa Al-Reza®"* saying: ‘Al-Khizr® drank from the water of
life, thus he® is alive and will not be dying until the Trumpet is Blown into. And he® tends to
come to us®"s and greets us*"“*, so we®"* hear his® voice but do not see his® person.
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And he®* tends to be present wherever mentioned, so the one from you who mentions him?s,
then let him greet him®. And he® tends to attend the season (of Hajj) every year, and he®
fulfils the entirety of the rituals, and he® pauses at Arafaat, and he® says ‘Ameen’ upon a
supplication of the Momineen, and Allah?"i by him? the loneliness of our®"s Qaim?“s during
his®Ws Occultation, and maintains relationship with him®%“s alone”.”
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An Example of Zulgarnayn in Ali#%s
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‘Ibn Al-Kawa stood up to Ali*"s whilst he*"s was upon the Pulpit, so he said, ‘O Amir-Al-
Momineen®"Ys! Inform me about Zulgarnayn, was he as Prophet® or a king? And inform me
about his two horns (44,3), were these from gold or from silver?’
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So he*"s said to him: ‘He was neither a Prophet® nor a king, and his two horns were neither
from gold nor silver, but he was a servant who loved Allah®%, and Allah??¥ Loved him, and he
advised for the Sake of Allah®%, so Allah?¥ Advised him. But rather, he was named as
Zulgarnayn because he called his people to Allah??¥) Mighty and Majestic, so they struck upon
his horn. He was absent from them for a time, then returned to them, so they struck upon his
other horn. And among you is his example’. Meaning himself3sw’ 8

Sunnah of Zulgarnayn to flow in Al-Qaim?2™s
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‘I heard Rasool-Allahs®"¥ saying: ‘Zulgarnayn was a righteous servant. Allah®®¥ Made him to
be a Divine Authority over His®" servants, so he called his people to Allah?¥ Mighty and
Majestic, and ordered them for the piety. So, they struck upon his (head which caused
Keloids?, i.e., a sign of horn), and he remain absent from them for a time, until it was said, ‘He
has either died or has been destroyed. By which valley has he travelled?’
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9 https://dermnetnz.org/topics/keloid-and-hypertrophic-scar - A keloid scar is a firm, smooth, hard growth that
occurs as a result of excessive scar formation. Keloids occur after skin injury; rarely, keloids can occur
spontaneously without any significant preceding skin injury.
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Then he appeared and returned to his people. So they struck upon his other side of head
(horn). And among you is one?%s upon his Sunnah, and that Allah?® Mighty and Majestic
Enabled for him in the earth, and Gave him a way from everything, and he reached the east
and the west.
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And Allah®"i Blessed and Exalted would be Making his Sunnah to flow regarding Al-Qaim?"s
from my®%s sons®*"s, and he®"* would reach the east of the earth and its west to the extent
that there would not remain any coast, nor a place from the coast, and no mountain trodden
by Zulgarnayn except that he®“s would tread upon it. And Allah®" would Manifest for himaWs
the treasures of the earth and its mines, and Help him®%“s with the awe, so he*"* would fill
the earth with justice and equity just as it had been filled with inequity and injustice’.°

The coming out of Yajouj and Majouj near the end of time:
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(It has been narrated) in a Hadeeth regarding the news of Zulgarnayn — in which he (Al-
Sadig®"*) said: ‘When it is before the Day of Judgement at the end of the times and that dam
would collapse, and Yajouj and Majouj would come out to the world, and they would devour
the people. And these are the world of the Exalted: Until when Yajouj and Majouj are
released, and they would be descending from every elevation [21:96] 1!
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