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 تَسْلِيماً.ِوَسَلَمَِِ,الطاَهِريِنِِسَيِ دِنََِمَُُمَدٍِوَِآلِهِِِعَلىِاللَُِِّوَِصَلَىِِ,الْعالَمِينِرَبِِِالْْمَْدُِللَِِِّالرحَِيمِِِالرَحْْنِِِاللَِِِّبِسْمِِ

In the Name of Allah-azwj the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah-azwj Lord-azwj of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our 

Chief Muhammad-saww and his-saww Purified Progeny-asws, and greetings with abundant greetings. 

لِْفَ رَجَهُمِْوَالْعَنِْأعَْدَائَ هُمِْاَجَْْعِيْنِ  الَلَهُمَِصَلِ ِعَلىِمَُُمَدٍِوَآلِِمَُُمَدٍِوَعَجِ 

Scarcity of Momineen (Believers) 

Summary: 

The believers in Allah-azwj have always been a few throughout the history of mankind, 
but the followers of desires, deceit and corruption have been many. Allah-azwj’s 
Prophets-as and their successors-as were denied, tortured and eventually killed by the 
latter group, which supported each other in their heinous deeds, while believers, 
due to their scarcity, were unable to defend the Divine representatives.  

Examples of Scarcity of Momineen Before Rasool Allah-saww 

ِلَكَِمِنَِالنَاصِحِيَنِ}وَجَاءَِرَجُلٌِمِنِْأقَْصَىِالْمَدِينَةِِيَسْعَىِٰقاَلَِيََِمُوسَىِٰإِنَِالْمَلَََِيََْتََِرُونَِبِكَِليَِ قْتُ لُوكَِفاَخْرجُِْ ِ {20ِإِنّ ِ

And a man came running from the outskirts of the city. He said, ‘O Musa! The 
chiefs have issued an order for you to be killed, therefore get out (from the city). I 
am from the (sincere) advisers to you [28:20] 

كِتمِإيمانهِستمائةِسنة،ِوِهوِالذيِقالِالله:ِوَِقالَِرَجُلٌِمُؤْمِنٌِمِنِْآلِِفِرْعَوْنَِيَكْتُِ كِانِخازنِفرعونِمؤمناِبموسى،ِقد مُِإِيمانهَُِأَِتَ قْتُ لُونَِِو
ِرَجُلًًِأَنِْيَ قُولَِرَبِّ َِالَلُّ،ِوِبلغِفرعونِخبرِقتلِموسىِالرجل،ِفطلبهِليقتله،ِ

And the treasurer of Pharaoh-la was a believer in Musa-as, and had concealed his 
belief for six hundred years, and it is the one about whom Allah-azwj Says: And a 
Momin man from the people of Pharaoh who had concealed his Eman said, ‘Will 
you kill a man who is saying, ‘My Lord is Allah [40:28]. And it reached Pharaoh-la 
that Musa-as had killed a man, and he-la sought him-as in order to kill him-as.  

ِلَكَِمِنَِالنَاصِحِينَِ يََْتََِرُونَِبِكَِليَِ قْتُ لُوكَِفاَخْرجُِْإِنّ ِ كِماِحكىِالله:ِخائفِاًِِِِفبعثِالمؤمنِإلىِموسىِ)عليهِالسلًم(:ِإِنَِالْمَلَََِ فَخَرجََِمِنْها،
ِنَِ نِِِمِنَِالْقَوْمِِالظاَلِمِيَنِ.ِ-قالِ-يَتََقََبُِ  يلتفتِيمنةِوِيسرة،ِوِيقول:ِرَبِ 

So, the Momin sent a message to Musa-as: The chiefs have issued an order for you to 
be killed, therefore get out (from the city). I am from the (sincere) advisers to you 
[28:20] So, he exited from it [28:21], just as Allah-azwj has Said: So he exited from it, 
fearing, wary’ (an extract).1 

Allah-azwj Says: 
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كَِذَبوُهُِِۚفأَتَْ بَ عْنَاِبَ عْضَهُمِْبَ عْضًاِوَجَعَِ كُِلَِمَاِجَاءَِأمَُةًِرَسُولُُاَ  {44لْنَاهُمِْأَحَادِيثَِِۚفَ بُ عْدًاِلقَِوْمٍِلََِيُ ؤْمِنُونَِ}ثَُُِأرَْسَلْنَاِرُسُلَنَاِتَتَْىَِٰۖ

Then We sent Our messengers one after another. Every time its Rasool came to a 
community, they belied him. So We Caused some of them to follow the others and 
We Made them as narrations. So remoteness is for a people who do not believe! 
[23:44] 

كُِلِ ِنبَِيَيْنِِِ أَبِّجَعْفَرٍِ)عليهِالسلًم(ِقاَلَِِِعَلِيُِّبْنُِإِبْ راَهِيمَِعَنِْأبَيِهِِعَنِِالَْْسَنِِبْنِِمَُْبُوبٍِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِالْفُضَيْلِِعَنِْأَبِّحَْْزَةَِعَنِْ فَجَرَىِبَيْنَ
وَِجَرَىِلِكُلِ ِنَبٍِ ِمَاِجَرَىِلنُِوحٍِِ كُِلُّهُمِْأنَْبِيَاءُِ كَِمَاِجَرَىِلِآدَمَِوَِهُودٍِوَِصَالِحٍِوَِعَشَرَةُِأنَْبِيَاءَِوَِتِسْعَةُِوَِثََاَنيَِةُِأنَْبِيَاءَ )صلواتِاللهِعليه(ِوَ

 شُعَيْبٍِوَِإِبْ راَهِيمَِ)صلواتِاللهِعليه(ِحَتََِّانْ تَ هَتِْإِلَىِيوُسُفَِبْنِِيَ عْقُوبَِ)عليهماِالسلًمِ(

Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, from Al-Hassan Bin Mahboub, from Muhammad Bin Al-Fuzeyl, from 
Abu Hamza, who has said: 

Abu Ja’far-asws having said: ‘So there came in between every two Prophets-as, ten, or 
nine, or eight Prophets-as, and all of them were Prophets-as, and there happened for 
every Prophet-as what happened for Noah-as, as is what had happened to Adam-as, 
and Hud-as, and Salih-as, and Shuayb-as, and Ibrahim-as until it ended up to Yusuf-as Bin 
Yaqoub-as. 

يوُسُفَِوَِ بَيْنَِ كَِانَِ وَ بَشَرَِبمحَُمَدٍِ)صلىِاللهِعليهِوآله(ِ السلًم(ِ مُوسَىِ)عليهِ عَلَىِ التَ وْراَةُِ نَ زلََتِِ كَِانَِوَصِيُِِِّفَ لَمَاِ وَ الَْْنْبِيَاءِِ مِنَِ مُوسَىِ
كِِتَابِهِِفَ لَمِْتَ زَلِِ تُ بَشِ رُِبمحَُمَدٍِ)صلىِاللهِعليهِوآله(ِِِِمُوسَىِيوُشَعَِبْنَِنوُنٍِ)عليهماِالسلًم(ِوَِهُوَِفَ تَاهُِالَذِيِذكََرَهُِالَلُِّعَزَِوَِجَلَِفِ الْْنَْبِيَاءُِ

 حَتََِّبَ عَثَِالَلُِّتَ بَارَكَِوَِتَ عَالَىِالْمَسِيحَِعِيسَىِابْنَِمَرْيَََِ

When the Torah was Revealed unto Musa-as, it gave the glad tidings of Muhammad-

saww, and in between Yusuf-as and Musa-as were Prophets-as. And Musa-as had 
bequeathed to Yoshua bin Noon-as and he-as was the young man whom Allah-azwj 
Mentioned in His-azwj Book. The Prophets-as never ceased to give the glad tidings of 
Muhammad-saww until Allah-azwj Blessed and Exalted Sent the Messiah Isa-as Bin 
Maryam-as.  

دُونهَُِيَ عْنِِِالْيَ هُودَِوَِالنَصَارَىِمَكْتُوبًِ ِيَ عْنِِِصِفَةَِمَُُمَدٍِ)صلىِاللهِعليهِوآله(ِعِنْدَهُمِِْفَ بَشَرَِبمحَُمَدٍِ)صلىِاللهِعليهِوآله(ِوَِذَلِكَِقَ وْلهُُِتَ عَالَىِيََِ
يلِِيََْمُرُهُمِْبِلْمَعْرُوفِِوَِيَ نْهاهُمِْعَنِِالْمُنْكَرِِوَِهُوَِقَ وْلُِاللَِِّعَزَِ ِوَِجَلَِيُُْبرُِعَنِْعِيسَىِوَِمُبَشِ راًِبِرَسُولٍِيََْتِِمِنِْبَ عْدِيِيَ عْنِِِفِِالتَ وْراةِِوَِالِْْنِْ

كَِمَاِبَشَرَِالْْنَْبِيَاءُِ)عليهمِالسلًم(ِبَ عِْ ضُهُمِْببَِ عْضٍِحَتََِّبَ لَغَتِْمَُُمَداًِ)صلىِِاسْْهُُِأَحَْْدُِوَِبَشَرَِمُوسَىِوَِعِيسَىِبمحَُمَدٍِ)صلىِاللهِعليهِوآله(
 اللهِعليهِوآلهِ(

So he-as gave glad tidings of Muhammad-saww and these are the Words of the Exalted: 
they are finding [7:157] - meaning the Jews and the Christians, written with them 
meaning the description of Muhammad-saww in the Torah and the Evangel (that) he 
would be instructing them with the good things and forbidding them from the evil, 
and these are the Words of Allah-azwj: And when Isa son of Maryam said giving the 
glad tidings of a Rasool who will come after me, his name being Ahmad [61:6], and 
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Musa-as and Isa-as gave the glad tidings of Muhammad-saww just as the Prophets-as had 
given to one another until it reached Muhammad-saww.23 

Scarcity of Momineen after Rasool Allah-saww: 

There are many examples of the fewness of the Momineen after Rasool Allah-saww; a 
few are cited for brevity. 

Apostasy of the people after the Rasool Allah-saww, except for four 

رَسُولِِاللَِِّصِغَيَِْْأرَْبَ عَةٍِإِنَِالنَاسَِصَارُواِبَ عْدَِرَسُولِِاللَِِّصِبمنَْزلَِةِِهَارُونَِوَِمَنِْتبَِعَهُِِبَ عْدَِِارْتَدُّواِكُلَهُمِِِْالنَاسَِِإِنَِقاَلَِسَلْمَانُِفَ قَالَِعَلِيٌِّعِِ
 فِِشِبْهِِالْعِجْلِِوَِعُمَرُِفِِشِبْهِِالسَامِريِِهَارُونَِوَِعَتِيقِِوَِمَنْزلَِةِِالْعِجْلِِوَِمَنِْتبَِعَهُِفَ عَلِيٌِّفِِشِبْهِِ

Salman-ra said, ‘Ali-asws said that: ‘The whole of the people turned apostate, after the 
Messenger of Allah-saww, except for four’. After the Messenger of Allah-saww, the 
people became in the position of Haroun-as and the ones who followed him-as, and 
the position of the calf and the ones who followed it. As for Ali-asws, he-asws was in the 
position of Haroun-as, and Ateeq (Abu Bakr) was in the position of the calf, and Umar 
was in the position of Al-Samiri4. 

ِعَنِْأَبِّجَعْفَرٍِعِقاَلَ: كَانَِعَلِيُِّبْنُِأَبِّطاَلِبٍِعِعِنْدكَُمِْبِلْعِراَقِِيُ قَاتِلُِعَدُوَهُِوَِِِكش،ِرجالِالكشيِذكََرَِهِشَامٌِعَنِْأَبِّخَالِدٍِالْكَابلُِيِ 
كَِانَِفِيهِمِْخََْسُونَِرَجُلًًِيَ عْرفُِونهَُِحَقَِمَعْرفِتَِهِِوَِحَقَِمَعْرفَِةِِإِمَامَتِهِِ  .مَعَهُِأَصْحَابهُُِوَِمَا

(The book) ‘Rijal’ of Al Kashy – Hisham mentioned, from Abu Khalid Al Kabuly,  

‘From Abu Ja’far-asws having said: ‘Ali-asws Bin Abu Talib-asws was among you all at Al-
Iraq, fighting against his-asws enemies, and his-asws companions were with him-asws. 
And there were not even fifty men among them who were recognising him-asws as is 
the right of recognising him-asws, and as is the right of recognising his-asws Imamate’’.5 

ِبْنُِمَُُمَدِِبْنِِبُ نْدَارَِعَنِْإِبْ راَهِيمَِبْنِِإِسْحَاقَِعَنِْعَبْدِِاللَِِّبْنِِحََِْ ادٍِالْْنَْصَاريِِ ِعَنِْسَدِيرٍِالصَيَْْفِِ ِقاَلَِدَخَلْتُِعَلَىِأَبِِّمَُُمَدُِبْنُِالَْْسَنِِوَِعَلِيُّ
كَِانَِلَِْمِيِِِِْعَبْدِِاللَِِّ)ِعليهِالسلًمِ(ِفَ قُلْتُِلَهُِوَِاللَِِّمَاِيَسَعُكَِالْقُعُودُِفَ قَالَِوَِلَِِيََِسَدِيرُِقُ لْتُِلِكَثْرَةِِ مَوَاليِكَِوَِشِيعَتِكَِوَِأنَْصَاركَِِوَِاللَِِّلَوْ

ِالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِ)ِعليهِالسلًمِ(ِمَاِلَكَِمِنَِالشِ يعَةِِوَِالْْنَْصَارِِوَِالْمَوَالِِمَاِطَمِعَِفِيهِِتَ يْمٌِوَِلََِعَدِيٌِّ

Muhammad Bin Al Hassan and Ali Bin Muhammad Bin Bundar, from Ibrahim Bin Is’haq, from Abdullah 
Bin Hammad Al Ansary, from Sadeyr Al Sayrafi who said,  

‘I went over to Abu Abdullah-asws and I said to him-asws, ‘By Allah-azwj! What affords 
you-asws to sit back (not rise up against the ruling authorities)?’ So Imam-asws said: 
‘And why (Shouldn’t I-asws do so) O Sadeyr!’  I said, ‘Due to the abundance of your-asws 

 
2 Al Kafi – 14540 (Extract) 
3 There are many examples in the Holy Quran, e.g., Say: O People of the Book! Do not exaggerate in 
your Religion without the Truth, and do not follow the low desires of a people who strayed before 
and led many astray, and strayed from the straight Way [5:77] 
4 The one who incited children of Israel to worship the calf which he created by his own hands 
5 Bihar Al Awaar – V 40, The book of History – Amir Al Momineenasws, Ch 124 H 19 
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friends and your-asws Shias, and your-asws helpers. By Allah-azwj! Had there been for 
Amir Al-Momineen-asws what is for you-asws from the Shias and the helpers and the 
friends, neither the (Clan of) Taym (Abu Bakr’s clan), nor (the Clan of Uday (Umar’s 
clan) would have been greedy with regards to it (the Caliphate)’.  

كَِمِْعَسَىِأَنِْيَكُونوُاِقُ لْتُِمِائَةَِألَْفٍِقاَلَِمِائَةَِألَْفٍِقُ لْتُِنَ عَمِْوَِمِائَتََِْألَْفٍِ نْ يَاِِفَ قَالَِيََِسَدِيرُِوَ  قاَلَِمِائَتََِْألَْفٍِقُ لْتُِنَ عَمِْوَِنِصْفَِالدُّ

So, Imam-asws said: ‘O Sadeyr! And how many could they (Shias) be?’ I said, ‘One 
hundred thousand’. He-asws said: ‘One hundred thousand?’ I said, ‘Yes, and two 
hundred thousand’. He-asws said: ‘Two hundred thousand?’ I said, ‘Yes, and half the 
world’.  

ِعَلَيْكَِأَنِْتَ بْلُغَِمَعَنَاِإِلَىِيَ نْبُعَِقُ لْتُِنَ عَمِْفأََمَرَِبِِِمَارٍِوَِب َِ ِثَُُِقاَلَِيَُِفُّ غْلٍِأَنِْيُسْرَجَاِفَ بَادَرْتُِفَ ركَِبْتُِالِْْمَارَِفَ قَالَِيََِسَدِيرُِأَِقاَلَِفَسَكَتَِعَنِِ 
 لِْْمَارَِوَِركَِبْتُِالْبَغْلَِتَ رَىِأَنِْتُ ؤْثرَِنِّبِلِْْمَارِِقُ لْتُِالْبَغْلُِأزَْيَنُِوَِأنَْ بَلُِقاَلَِالِْْمَارُِأرَْفَقُِبِّفَ نَزلَْتُِفَ ركَِبَِا

He (Sadeyr) said, ‘So he-asws was silent from me, then said: ‘Would it be light upon 
you if you were to come along with us-asws to Yanbu?’ I said, ‘Yes’. So he-asws ordered 
with a donkey and a mule to be saddled and harnessed. So I initiated and rode the 
donkey and he-asws said: ‘O Sadeyr! What is your view if you were to prefer me-asws to 
be with the donkey?’ I said, ‘The mule is good (for me)’. He-asws said: ‘The donkey is 
kinder with me-asws’. So I descended and he-asws rode the donkey and I rode the mule. 

لََِتََُوزُِالصَِ لًَةُِفِيهَاِفَسِرْنََِحَتََِّصِرْنََِإِلَىِأرَْضٍِحَْْراَءَِوَِنَظرََِِفَمَضَيْنَاِفَحَانَتِِالصَلًَةُِفَ قَالَِيََِسَدِيرُِانْزلِِْبنَِاِنُصَلِ ِثَُُِقاَلَِهَذِهِِأرَْضٌِسَبِخَةٌِ
بِعَدَدِِهَذِهِِالِْْدَاءِِمَاِوَسِعَنِِِ كَِانَِلِِشِيعَةٌِ  الْقُعُودُِإِلَىِغُلًَمٍِيَ رْعَىِجِدَاءًِفَ قَالَِوَِاللَِِّيََِسَدِيرُِلَوْ

So we went on and the Salāt (time) arrived, so he-asws said: ‘O Sadeyr! Descend with 
us-asws to pray Salāt’. Then he-asws said: ‘This is a marshy land, the Salāt is not allowed 
in it’. So we travelled until we arrived at red ground, and he-asws looked at a boy 
pasturing goats, so he-asws said: ‘By Allah-azwj, O Sadeyr! Had there been for me-asws 
Shias of the number of these goats, there would not have been leeway for the sitting 
back (not rising against the ruling authorities) for me-asws’.  

 شَرَِ.وَِنَ زلَْنَاِوَِصَلَيْنَاِفَ لَمَاِفَ رَغْنَاِمِنَِالصَلًَةِِعَطفَْتُِعَلَىِالِْْدَاءِِفَ عَدَدْتُُاَِفإَِذَاِهِيَِسَبْعَةَِعَِ

And we descended and we prayed Salāt. So when we were free from the Salāt, I 
turned towards the goats, and I counted them, and there were seventeen (17)’.6  

 
6 Al Kafi V 2 – The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 100 H 4 


