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In the Name of Allah®®" the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah®"
Lord®*" of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad®*"" and his®*""
Purified Progeny®"®, and greetings with abundant greetings.

Chapter 1
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja'far®™"® having said: ‘When Allah®®" Created the
‘Uil (Agl - intellect)’, He®™™! Interrogated it, then Said to it: “Come!” So it came. Then
Said to it: “Turn back!” So it turned back. Then He®™" Said: “By My**" Might and
My®*" Majesy! 1°* did not Create any creature which is more Beloved to Me®*" than
you, nor will 17" Perfect you except among the ones whom I**¥ Love. But, it is
(based on) you that 1°*" shall Command, and for you 1*** shall Forbid, and for you
1% shall Punish, and for you ¥ shall Reward”.?
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(It has been narrated) from Ali**"® having said: ‘Jibraeel® descended unto Adam?®
and he® said: ‘O Adam®!" I1** have been Commanded to get you® to choose one
from three, therefore choose it and leave the (other) two’. So Adam® said to him®
‘O Jibraeel®! And what are the three?’
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So he® said: ‘The ‘&3 ;5 :uall 5 BV intellect, and the modesty (bashfulness), and the
Religion’. So Adam® said: ‘I** have chosen the intellect’. So Jibraeel® said to the
modesty and the Religion: ‘Leave!” So they both said, ‘O Jibraeel®*! We have been
Commanded that we should happen to be with the intellect wherever it may be’. He*
said: ‘So that is your affair’, and he® ascended’ (leaving all three with Adam®).

AqI is a Divine property, also referred to Qalib in Ahadith, it resides between the heart and throat
AI Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH1 H 1
% Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 1 H 2
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(It has been narrated) raising it to Abu Abdullah®", said, ‘I said to him**"*, ‘What is
the ‘Uil (Agl- intellect?” He®™"® said: ‘Through which the Beneficent is worshipped
with, and the Gardens are attained with’. | said, ‘So that which was in Muawiya?’ So
he®*"® said: ‘That is the heinous, that is the devilry, and it may disguise as the
intellect, but it is not the intellect’.”
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‘I heard Al-Reza®"*® saying: ‘A friend of every person is his intellect, and ‘dix s 5% his
enemy is his ignorance’.”
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‘| said to Abu Al-Hassan®"*, ‘In our presence there is a group of people, for them is
love, and there isn’t that magnificence for them that they should be saying with this
word (Al-Wilayah). So he®™"® said: ‘They are from the ones whom Allah®"
Admonished. But rather, Allah®" Said [59:2] therefore take a lesson, O you who
have vision’.
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‘Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘The one who was an intellectual, there would be Religion for
him, and the one who has Religion for him, would enter the Paradise’.”
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AI Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 1 H 3
AI Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 1 H 4
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®"s having said: ‘But rather Allah®" would
Hold the servants (responsible) regarding the Reckoning on the Day of Judgment
upon a measurement of what He**" had Given them from the intellects in the world’.®
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‘| said to Abu Abdullah®"®, of so and so, and (about) his worship, and his Religion
and his merits’. So he®*"* said: ‘How is his intellect?’ | said, ‘I do not know’. So he®"*
said: ‘The Rewards are (based) upon the measurement of the intellect. A man from
the Children of Israel was worshipping Allah®" in an island from the islands of the
sea, (which was) green, scenic, there being a lot of trees, at the back of the water
(lakes & rivers), and that an Angel from the Angels passed by him, so he said: ‘O
Lord®"I Show me the Rewards of this servant of Yours®"”.
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So Allah®" the Exalted Showed him that, and the Angel considered it to be little. So
Allah®" the Exalted Revealed unto him, that he should accompany him. So the
Angel went over to him in the image of a human being. So he (the man) said to him
(the Angel), ‘Who are you?’ He said, ‘I am a worshipping man. (News) of your
position and your worship reached me in this place, so | came over to you in order to
worship Allah®" along with you’.
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It was so that he was with him for that day of his. So when it was morning, the Angel
said to him: “Your place is scenic and it is not correct for anything except for the
worship’. So the worshipper said to him, ‘There is a fault with this place of ours’. So
he said to him: ‘And what is it?’ He said, ‘There is no animal of our Lord*". Had
there been a donkey of His®**", we would have grazed it in this place, for this pasture
is being wasted’. So that Angel said to him: ‘And there is no donkey for your
Lord®*"?’ So he said, ‘Had there been a donkey for Him**", He**" would not have
Wasted the plush pasture like this’.
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So Allah®" Revealed unto the Angel: “But rather, 1%/ am Rewarding him upon the
measurement of his intellect”.®

AI Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 1 H 7
% Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH1 H 8
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"® having said: ‘Rasool-Allah®*"" said:
‘When (news) of the good state of a man reaches you, so look at the goodness of his
intellect, for rather he would be Recompensed by (based upon the level of) his
intellect’.*°
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‘I mentioned to Abu Abdullah®"* a man constantly indulging in the ablution and the
Salat, and | said, ‘He is an intelligent man’. So Abu Abdullah®"*® said: ‘And which
intellect is there for him, and he is obeying the Satan®?’ So | said to him*"S, ‘And
how is he obeying the Satan'®?’ So he®™" said: ‘Ask him about this which he is doing,
from which thing is it, so he would be saying to you, ‘From the acts of the Satan'®.*
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‘Rasool-Allah®*"" said: ‘Allah®" has not Distributed for the servants anything more
superior than the intellect. Thus, the sleep of the intellectual is superior to the vigil of
the ignorant, and the staying (at home) of the intellectual is superior than going out of
the ignorant; and Allah®" neither Sent a Prophet® nor a Rasool® until He*"
Perfected the intellect (for him®), and his® intellect happened to be superior to the
entirety of the intellects of the community.
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And whatever the Prophet concealed within himsel IS superior to the striving
of the strivers; and the servant would not fulfil the Obligations of Allah®" until he
knows about Him*", and the entirety of the worshippers would not reach in merit
with their worshipping what the intellectual would reach; and the intellectuals, they

19 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH1H9
1 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 1 H 10
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are those possessing understanding whom Allah®*" Speaks of [13:19] But rather,
only those possessing understanding will mind’.*?
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‘Abu Al-Hassan Musa Bin Ja’far®"* said to me: ‘O Hisham! Allah®" Blessed and
High Gave glad tidings to the people of the intellect and the understanding in His®"
Book, so He®" Said [39:17] therefore give good news to My servants, [39:18]
Those who listen intently to the Word, then follow the best of it; those are they
whom Allah has Guided, and those it is who are the ones of understanding.
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O Hisham! Allah®" Blessed and High Perfected the argument to the people by the
intellects and Helped the Prophets® with the proclamations, and Pointed them?®
upon His®" Lordship by the evidence, so He®" Said [2:163] And your God is one
God! There is no god but He; He is the Beneficent, the Merciful [2:164] Surely
in the Creation of the skies and the earth and the alternation of the night and
the day, and the ships that run in the sea with that which profits the people,
and the water that Allah Sends down from the sky, then gives life with it to the
earth after its death and Spreads in it all (kinds of) animals, and the changing
of the winds and the clouds made subservient between the sky and the earth,
there are signs for a people who are using their intellects.
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O Hisham! Allah®® has Made that to be a pointer to His®" recognition that it has
been Regulated for them, so He®" Said [16:12] And He Made subservient to you
the night and the day and the sun and the moon, and the stars are made
subservient by His Command; surely there are signs in this for a people who
using their intellects.
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And Said [40:67] He it is Who Created you from dust, then from a sperm, then
from a clot, then Brought you forth as a child, then that you may become old,
then that you may be old; and among you there are some who are caused to

12 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 1 H 11
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die before, and that you may reach an appointed term, and that perhaps you
may be using your intellects.
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And Said [45:5] And (in) the variation of the night and the day, and (in) what
Allah Sends down of sustenance from the cloud, then gives life thereby to the
earth after its death, and (in) the changing of the winds [2:164] and the clouds
made subservient between the sky and the earth, there are signs for a people
who are using their intellects.
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And Said [57:17] Know that Allah Revives the earth after its death; We have
made the Verses clear to you so that you may use your intellects.
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And Said [13:4] And in the earth there are tracts side by side and gardens of
grapes and corn and palm trees having one root and having distinct roots -
they are watered with one water, and We Prefer some over the other for eating;
surely there are Signs in this for a people who use their intellects.
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And Said [30:24] And from His Signs is that He Shows you the lightning for fear

and for hope, and Sends down water from the clouds then Gives life therewith

to the earth after its death; most surely there are Signs in this for a people who

are using their intellects.
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And Said [6:151] Say: Come | will recite what your Lord has Forbidden to you -
(remember) that you do not associate anything with Him and show kindness to
your parents, and do not slay your children for (fear of) poverty - We Provide
for you and for them - and do not go near to immoralities, those of them which
are apparent and those which are concealed, and do not kill the soul which
Allah has Forbidden except for the requirements of justice; this He has
Enjoined you with that you may use your intellects.
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And Said [30:28] He Strikes for you an example from yourselves: Have you
among those whom your right hands possess partners in what We have Given
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you for sustenance, so that with respect to it you are alike; you fear them as
you fear each other? Thus do We Make the Signs Decisive for a people who
are using their intellects.
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O Hisham! Then He*" Advised the people of the intellects and Made them to be
desirous for the Hereafter, so He*" Said [6:32] And this world's life is nothing
but a play and an idle sport and certainly the abode of the Hereafter is better
for those who fear; are you not using your intellects?.
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O Hisham! Then He®**" Frightened those who are not using their intellects of His
Punishment, so the Exalted said [37:136] Then We Destroyed the others [37:137]
And you pass by them in the morning [37:138] And at night; Are you not using
your intellects?
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And Said [29:34] Surely We will cause to descend upon the people of this town
a Punishment from heaven, due to their disobedience [29:35] And certainly We
have left from it a clear evidence for a people who are using their intellects.

O salladl V) g Lo 5 Gl g yimd ) il 5 08 el g D G 2l

O Hisham! The intellect is with the knowledge, so He®*" Said [29:43] And these
examples, We Strike these for the people, and none understand them except
for the learned.
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O Hisham! Then He®" Condemned those who are not using their intellects, so
He*" Said [2:170] And when it is said to them, Follow what Allah has Revealed,

they say: But! We follow what we found our fathers upon. What! Even though
their fathers were not using their intellects on anything nor were they guided?

Osling Y g (ae A5 Aa 01y 5 eled V) aala Y Ly e 3 JES 155 Gl e 5 6
And Said [2:171] And the example of those who disbelieve is as the example of

the one (goat-herd) who calls out to that which hears no more than a call and a
cry; deaf, dumb (and) blind, so they are not using their intellects.
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And Said [10:42] And among them are those who listen to you intently, but can
you make the deaf to hear when they were not using their intellects?

9 out of 29




Alkafi Volume 1 www. hubeali.com

S 8l 2 03 RIS V) 1k ) i 5 sl s ORT G Lt A 06

[25:44] Or do you reckon that most of them are hearing and using their
intellects? They are nothing but like cattle; but, they are straying farther off
from the path.
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And Said [59:14] They will not fight against you in a body save in fortified
towns or from behind walls; their fighting between them is severe, you may
think them as one body, and their hearts are disunited; that is because they
are a people who are not using their intellects.
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And Said [2:44] Are you ordering the people to be good and neglecting your
own souls while you read the Book; Are you not using your intellects?
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O Hisham! Then Allah®®" Condemned the majority, so He®*" Said [6:116] And if
you obey the majority of those in the earth, they will lead you astray from
Allah's Way.

Osalad Y 2651 05 b Saad) 8 b 5 ol sl GIA G il o0 5 06
And Said [31:25] And if you ask them who Created the skies and the earth, they

will be saying: Allah. Say: The Praise is due to Allah; But the majority of them
are not knowing.
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[29:63] And if you ask them Who is it that Sends down water from the clouds,
then Gives Revives it after its death, they will certainly say, Allah. Say: All
Praise is due to Allah. But the majority of them are not using their intellects.
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O Hisham! Then Allah®®" Complimented the minority, so He®" Said [34:13] And

very few of My servants are the grateful ones. And Said [38:24] and very few
are they.
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[40:28] And a believing man of Pharaoh’s people who concealed his faith said:
Will you slay a man because he says: My Lord is Allah.
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And Said [11:40] and those who believe, and there did not believe with him but
a few.

PTG
And Said [6:37] but the majority of them are not knowing.
OsliA3 Y 305 06
And Said [5:103] and the majority of them are not using their intellects.
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And said: “The majority of them are not realizing”.*®
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O Hisham! Then He*" Mentioned the ones of the understanding with the best of the
mentions, and Adorned them with the best of the adornments, so He*" Said [2:269]
He Gives the Wisdom to whomsoever He so Desires to, and whoever is Give
the Wisdom, he indeed is Given a lot of good, and none but people of
understanding mind.
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And Said [3:7] and those who are firmly rooted in the Knowledge say: We
believe in it, it is all from our Lord; and none do mind except those having
understanding.
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And Said [3:190] Most surely in the Creation of the skies and the earth and the
alternation of the night and the day there are Signs for men who understand.
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And Said [13:19] Is he then who knows that what has been Revealed to you
from your Lord is the Truth like him who is blind? But rather, only those
possessing understanding will mind.
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And Said [39:9] Safe is He who is obedient during the hours of the night,
prostrating himself and standing, cautious of the Hereafter and hopes for the
Mercy of his Lord. Say: Are those who know and those who do not know alike?
But rather, it is the men of understanding who are mindful.

'3 This Verse does not exist in the current version of the Holy Quran.
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And Said [38:29] (It is) a Book We have Revealed to you, Blessed, that they may
ponder over its Signs, and that those endowed with understanding may be
mindful.
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And Said [40:53] And We Gave Musa the Guidance, and We made the children
of Israel inherit the Book, [40:54] A Guidance and a Reminder to the men of
understanding.
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And Said [51:55] And continue to remind, for surely the reminder profits the
Believers.
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O Hisham! Allah®" the Exalted is Saying in His®*" Book [50:37] Most surely there
is a Reminder in this for him who has a heart or listens — Meaning the intellect.
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And Said [31:12] And We Gave the Wisdom to Lugman — The understanding and

the intellect.
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O Hisham! Lugman® said to his®* son: ‘Be humble to the Truth, you will come to be
the most intellectual of the people, and that the attractiveness in front of the Truth is
of little (value). O my® son! The world is a deep ocean. A lot of learned people have
drowned in it, therefore make your ship in it to be the fear of Allah®", and the Eman
to be its load, and the reliance (upon Allah®®) as its sails, and the intellect as its
captain, and the knowledge as its indicator (navigator), and the patience as its
passenger’.
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O Hisham! For everything there is an indicator, and the indicator for the intellect is
the pondering, and the indicator of the pondering is the silence. And for everything
there is a ride, and a ride of the intellect is the humbleness and it would suffice with
you as being an ignorant one if you were to indulge in what you have been
Forbidden from.
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O Hisham! Allah®*" did not Send His**" Prophets® and His**" Rasools® to His*"
servant except that they® would be using their® intellects about Allah®". Therefore,
the best of them® in Answering is the best of them® in understanding, and the most
knowledgeable of them?® with the Commands of Allah®**" is the best of them® in
intellect, and the most perfect of them® in intellect is the highest of them® in status
in the world and the Hereafter.
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O Hisham! For Allah®", upon the people, are two (kinds of) Proofs — an apparent
Proof and a hidden Proof. As for the apparent Proofs, so these are the Rasools®®
and the Prophets®, and the Imams®"®; and as for the hidden, so these are the
intellects.
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O Hisham! The intellectual is the one whom the Permissible do not pre-occupy him
from thanking Him®*", nor do the Prohibitions overcome his patience.
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O Hisham! The one whom three (things) overcome three (things) so it is as if he is
assisted upon the ruination of his own intellect — the one who darkens the light of his
pondering by the prolongation of his expectancies, and his antics delete his wisdom
by the vanities of his speech, and he extinguishes the light of his learning (lessons)
by the lustful desires of his self. Thus, it is as if he is assisting himself upon the
ruination of his own intellect. And the one who ruins his intellect, his Religion and his
world would be spoilt upon him.
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O Hisham! How can your deeds be Purified in the Presence of Allah®®" and you
have pre-occupied your heart from (obeying) the Commands of your Lord®*" and are
obeying your own whims upon overcoming your own intellect?
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O Hisham! The patience upon the loneliness is a sign of the strength of the intellect.
So the one who uses his intellect about Allah®" would isolate himself from the
people of the world and the ones who are desirous (for it) therein, and he would be
desirous regarding what is in the Presence of Allah®"; and it would that Allah®"
would be his Comfort during the fear, and his Companion during the loneliness, and
his Richness during the poverty, and his Consolation from without (having) a tribe.
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O Hisham! Establish the Truth for the obedience of Allah®", and there is no
salvation except by the obedience, and the obedience is with the knowledge, and the
knowledge is with the learning, and the learning is with the intellectual thought; and
there is no knowledge except from a Divine Scholar®"®, and the recognition of the
knowledge is with the intellect.
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O Hisham! The few deeds from the learned are Accepted (and) multiplied, and the
abundant deeds from the people of the opinions and the ignorant ones are rejected.
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O Hisham! The intellectual is pleased with the less from the world along with the
wisdom, but he would not be pleased with the less from the wisdom along with the
(whole) world. Thus, due to that, their trade is profitable.
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O Hisham! The intellectual ones are neglecting the vanities of the world, so how
(would they not neglect) the sins, and the neglect of the world is from the merits and
neglect of the sins is from the Obligations.
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O Hisham! The intellectual would look at the world and at its inhabitants, so he would
know that it cannot be attained except with the difficulties; and he would look at the
Hereafter, so he would know that it cannot be attained except with the difficulties.
Thus, he would seek with the difficulties the one which remain (forever) from the two.
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O Hisham! The intellectuals are ascetic regarding the world and are desirous
regarding the Hereafter, because they know that the world is a seeker and is sought,
and the Hereafter is a seeker and is sought. Thus, the one who seeks the Hereafter,
he would seek the world (to the extent) until it fulfils his sustenance from it, and the
one who seeks the world, the Hereafter would seek him, and the death would come
to him, so it would spoil his world upon him and (as well as) his Hereafter.
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O Hisham! The one who intends the abundance without wealth, and at ease his
heart from the envy, and the safety in the Religion, so let him beseech to Allah®"
Mighty and Majestic that his intellect is to be perfected. So the one who has intellect
would be content with whatever would suffice him, and the one who is contented with
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whatever suffices him, would be needless, and the one who is not content with what
suffices him, would not achieve the riches, ever'.

;u\d.a\de.duALdg_mjmgaA\Auujh&}‘yu)\,hey\wﬂueﬁucé;w\u\ LI:uzL\

O Hisham! Allah®" has Related about a righteous people that they were saying [3:8]
Our Lord! Do not Let our hearts to deviate after You have Guided us aright,
and Grant us Mercy from You; surely You are the Bestower, when they came to
know that the hearts do deviate and returns to their blindness and their rejections.
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He does not fear Allah®", the one who does not use his intellect about Allah®", and
the one who does not use his intellect about Allah®", would not have certainty of his
heart upon the affirmed recognition to see it and find its reality in his heart; and no
one can happen to be like that except the one whose word were endorsed by his
deeds, and his private and public (matters) were harmonious, because Allah®",
Blessed is His**" Name, does not Indicate upon the hidden (matters), concealed
from the intellect, except by the apparent from it and the Spoken about it.
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O Hisham! It was so that Amir Al-Momineen®"* was saying: ‘Allah®" has not been
worshipped with anything superior than the intellect’. And the intellect of a person
cannot be completed until there happen to be various characteristics in him — The
(people would be) secured from (any form of) disbelief and the evil (being exercised)
from him, and both the righteous guidance and the goodness be expected from him;
he would give away from the excess of his wealth, and he would restrain from the
excess of his words, and his share from the world would (just) be the subsistence.
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He would never consider himself that he has learned enough his life-time. To be
with Allah®", although in a very humble state, is far better to him (a person of
intelligence) than to live much honoured with others. He would consider it as a lot,
the little goodness from others, and he would consider it as little, the abundant
goodness from himself; and he would see the people, all of them, better than him,
and that he (would consider) within himself as the most evil of them. And it is the
complete matter.
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O Hisham! The intellectual would not lie, and even though there are personal desires

in him.
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O Hisham! There is no Religion for the one who has no magnanimity for him, and
there is no magnanimity for the one who has no intellect for him; and that the
greatest of the people in worth is the one who does not see the world for himself as a
threat. However, there is no price for yourself (your bodies) other than the Paradise,
therefore do not sell it for something else.
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O Hisham! Amir Al-Momineen®"* was saying: ‘From the signs of an intellectual is
that there happen to be three characteristics in him — he answers (only) when
guestioned, speaking when the people are unable to say (anything), and he advises
people with the opinion where there is a correctness for them. So the one who does
not possess anything from these three characteristics, so he is an idiot.
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Amir Al-Momineen®"* said: ‘A man should not sit at the top (podium) of the gathering
(presiding over it) except these three characteristics are in him, or (at least) one of
these. So the one who does not happen to have anything from these in him, and he
sits (presides), so he is an idiot.
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Al-Hassan®"* Bin Ali**"® said: ‘Whenever you see the needs, so seek them from its
rightful ones’. It was said, ‘O son®"® of Rasool-Allah®*""! And who are its rightful
ones®™"s?’ He®™" said: ‘Those®™"* whom Allah®*"¥ has Related in His®*" Book and
Mentioned them®"® Saying [13:19] But rather, only those possessing
understanding will mind.
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And Ali*"® Bin Al-Husayn®"* said: ‘(Sitting in the) gatherings of the righteous makes
one to be virtious, and association with scholars®*"* (is a means of) enhancing one’s
intellect, and obedience to the just rulers completes the honour. And an investment
of wealth for profit is a dignifying practice, and guiding the consulting one is a
fulfilment of the rights of the favour; and restraint from harming (others) is from the
perfection of the intellect, and therein is rest for the body, now and later on.
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O Hisham! Neither does the intellectual narrate out of fear of being belied, nor does
he ask (for help) out of fear of being prevented, nor does he count on what he has no
ability over, nor does he hope in what he would be scolded with his hopes, nor does
he proceed upon what he fears he is unable to accomplish’.**
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‘Amir Al-Momineen®"*® said: ‘The intellect is a covering veil, and the merit is an

apparent beauty, therefore veil the beauty of your mannerisms by your merit, and
fight against your personal desires by your intellect, (and) the cordiality would be
submissive to you and the love would manifest for you’.*®
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‘| was in the presence of Abu Abdullah®"*, and in his®*"* presence was a group of

the ones in his®**"® Wilayah, and the mention of the intellect and the ignorance,
flowed. So Abu Abdullah®"® said: ‘Recognise the intellect and its army and the
ignorance and its army, and you would be rightly guided’. Sama’at (the narrator)
said, ‘So | said to him®**"®, ‘May | be sacrificed for you®"°! We do not recognise
anything except what you®*** have introduced to us’.
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So Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘Allah®" Mighty and Majestic Created the intellect, and it
was the first thing Created, from the spiritual (creations), from the right of the Throne,
from His®™" Light. So He®™" Said to it: “Turn around!” So it turned around. Then Said:
“Come!” So it came”. So Allah®" Blessed and High Said: “I**" have Created you as
a magnificent creation and Honoured you upon the entirety of My®** creation’.
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He®"* said: ‘Then He®™" Created the ignorance from the dark wavy ocean. So He®"
Said to it: “Turn around!” So it turned around. Then Said to it: “Come!” But it did not
come. So He*”" Said to it: “You are being arrogant?” So He*" Cursed it.
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1 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 1 H 12
% Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 1 H 13
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Then He*" Made seventy-five armies for the intellect. So when the ignorance saw
what Allah®" had Honoured the intellect with and what He*" had Granted it
(ignorance) harboured the enmity for it. So the ignorance said, ‘O Lord®*"!I This is a
creation like me. You®" Created it, and Honoured it, and Strengthened it, and | am
its opposite, and there is not (enough) strength for me in comparison. Therefore,
Grant me an army similar to what You*" had Granted it'. So He**" Said: “Yes. But,
if you were to disobey Me®" after that, I**" shall Throw you and your army out of
My®*" Mercy’. It said, ‘| have agreed’. Then He®*" Granted it seventy-five armies.
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Thus, from what He**" Granted to the intellect, from the seventy five armies was the
goodness, and it is the Vizier of the intellect; and Made its opposite to be the evil,
and it is the Vizier of the ignorance; and the Eman, and its opposite is the disbelief;
and the confirmation, and its opposite is the denial; and the hope, and its opposite is
the despair; and the justice, and its opposite is the tyranny; and the pleasure, and its
opposite is the anger; and the gratefulness, and its opposite is the ingratitude; and
the longing, and its opposite is the hopelessness.
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And the reliance (upon Allah®"), and its opposite is the independence; and the
clemency, and its opposite is the cruelty; and the mercy, and its opposite is the
wrath, and the knowledge, and its opposite is the ignorance; and the understanding,
and its opposite is the stupidity, and the chastity, and its opposite is the indecency,
and ascetism, and its opposite is the desire; and the gentleness, and its opposite is
the harshness; and the awe, and its opposite is the audacity; and the humbleness,
and its opposite is the arrogance; and the leisureliness, and its opposite is the
impulsiveness.
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And the forbearance, and its opposite is the recklessness; and the silence, and its
opposite is the chatter; and the submission, and its opposite is the arrogance; and
the acceptance, and its opposite is the doubt; and the patience, and its opposite is
the panic; and the pardoning, and its opposite is the revenge; and the richness, and
its opposite is the poverty; and the remembrance, and its opposite is the omission;
and the memorisation, and its opposite is the forgetfulness; and the sympathising,
and its opposite is the severing (relationship); and the contentment, and its opposite
is the greed; and the consolation, and its opposite is the commiseration.
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And the cordiality, and its opposite is the enmity; and the loyalty, and its opposite is
the betrayal; and the obedience, and its opposite is the disobedience; and the
yielding, and its opposite is the insolence; and the safety, and its opposite is the
affliction; and the love, and its opposite is the hatred; and the truthfulness, and its
opposite is the lying; and the truth, and its opposite is the falsehood; and the
trustworthiness, and its opposite is the defrauding; and the purity, and its opposite is
the adulteration; and the chivalry, and its opposite is the apathy.
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And the understanding, and its opposite is the foolishness; and the recognition, and
its opposite is the denial; and the compliance, and its opposite is the disclosure; and
safeguarding the hidden matters, and its opposite is the non-restraint; and the
concealment, and its opposite is the disclosure; and the Salat, and its opposite is the
wastage (not praying); and the Fasting, and its opposite is the abandoning (of
Fasting); and the Jihad, and its opposite is the abstaining; and the Hajj, and its
opposite is renouncing the Covenant.
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And preservation of the Hadeeth, and its opposite is the gossiping; and
righteousness with the parents, and its opposite is the disloyalty; and the reality, and
its opposite is the showing-off; and the goodness, and its opposite is the evil; and the
covering up, and its opposite is the shameless display; and the dissimulation, and its
opposite is the broadcasting; and the fairness, and its opposite is prejudice; and the
calmness, and its opposite is the rebellion, and the cleanliness, and its opposite is
the filth.
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And the bashfulness, and its opposite is the indiscreet; and the moderation, and its
opposite is the indulgence; and the rest, and its opposite is the exhaustion; and the
ease, and its opposite is the difficulty; and the Blessings, and its opposite is the
annihilation; and the well-being, and its opposite is the calamity; and the
straightness, and its opposite is the crookedness; and the wisdom, and its opposite
is the whims; and the dignity, and its opposite is the meanness; and the happiness,
and its opposite is the wretchedness.

J u\S.u...;'}!\ bda.a ‘9 ;LGJ]\ ) UJLQ_IM L%J.\A MB.A” 9 ‘)“).\9‘}“ DJ.\A J ‘)u.’_\.\.ny‘ E) ‘)‘J.\A\}“ LAJ.\A 4.\‘9.\3‘ J
M\bM}gM\}A&)ﬂ\\AM}NY\}u‘)ﬂ\om‘}c)ﬂ\ M\cMJLM\

And the repentance, and its opposite is the persistence; and the seeking of
Forgiveness, and its opposite is the pride; and the preservation, and its opposite is
the complacency; and the supplication, and its opposite is the refraining; and the
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activity, and its opposite is the laziness; and the joy, and its opposite is the grief, and
the friendliness, and its opposite is the aversion; and the generosity, and its opposite
is the stinginess.
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So all these characteristics from the armies of the intellect would not gather in
anyone except a Prophet®®"", or a successor®, or a Momin whose heart Allah®" has
been Tested for the Eman. And as for the rest of that, from the ones in our®"®
Wilayah, so one of them would not be empty from some of these armies to be in him
until he is perfect and transfers from the armies of the ignorance. Thus, during that,
he would happen to be in the lofty levels along with the Prophets®, and the
successors®, and rather he would achieve that with the recognition of the intellect

and its armies, and by keeping aside from the ignorance and its armies.
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May Allah®*"! Harmonise us and you all for His**" obedience, and His**" Pleasure’.*°
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"® having said: ‘Rasool-Allah®*"" never
spoke with the people with full power of his**"" intellect at all'.
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And he®"® said: ‘Rasool Allah®®"" said: ‘We®, the group of Prophets®, have been
Commanded that we® speak to the people in accordance to their intellects”.*’
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(It has been narrated) from Ja’far®*"®, from his®"* father®®"® having said: ‘Amir Al-
Momineen®"* said: ‘The hearts of the ignorant ones trigger the greed, and the
yearnings hold them hostage, and the deceptions attach to them’.*
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‘Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘The most perfect of the people in intellect, is the best of them
in morals’.*®
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‘We were in the presence of Al-Reza™"", so we mentioned the intellect and the good
mannerisms. So he®"* said: ‘O Abu Hashim! The intellect is a Gift from Allah®", and
the good mannerisms is skill and burden (which one can strive to develop). So the
one who (succeeds) in developing the good mannerisms, would have ability over it,
but the one who pretends to be a person of intelligence increases for him nothing but
the ignorance’.?°
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"®, said, ‘I said to him®*"®, ‘May | be
sacrificed for you®*"*! There is a neighbour of mine who is frequent of the Salat, and
of frequent charity, and frequents the Haijj. There is no problem with him’. So he®"®
said: ‘O Is’haq! How is his intellect?’ | said to him®"®, ‘May | be sacrificed for you®"*!
There is no intellect for him’. So he®"* said: ‘(His deeds) would not benefit (to raise
his status) him due to that’.*
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‘Ibn Al-Sikeet said to Abu Al-Hassan®"®, ‘Why did Allah®*" Send Musa® Bin Imran®
with the (miracles of) the staff and the white hand and means of the magic, and Sent
Isa®® with the means of the medicine, and Sent Muhammad®**"* and upon the entirety
of the Prophets® with the words and the speech’.
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So Abu Al-Hassan®"* said: ‘(The reason) for what Allah®" Sent Musa®, it was so
that the magic was predominant upon the people of his® era. So he® came to them
from the Presence of Allah®" with what was not in their capabilities for the likes of it,
and what he® could invalidate their magic with, and by it he® could affirm the Proof
upon them.
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And Allah®" Sent I1sa® during a time in which chronic illnesses had appeared, and
the people were needy to the medicine. So he® came to them from the Presence of
Allah®" with what did not happen to be with them, something similar to it, and with
what he® revived the dead for them and cured the ones blinded at birth, and the
leprosy, by the Permission of Allah®", and affirmed by it the Proof upon them.
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And Allah®" Sent Muhammad®®"" during a time when the prose and the speech
were predominant upon the people of his®**"" era’, and | think he®*"* said, ‘The poetry
(as well)’. ‘So he®™"* came to them from the Presence of Allah®", from His®*" Advice
and His®*" Wisdom what he®®" could invalidate their speeches with, and affirm the
Proof by it upon them’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘So Ibn Sikeet said, ‘I have not seen the likes of you®** at all!
So what is the Proof upon the creatures today?’ So he®"* said: ‘(It is the) intellect.
Intelligence recognises those who speak the Truth from Allah, thus one
acknowledges their truth. Intelligence recognises the lies of those who lie in the
name of Allah .
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He (the narrator) said, ‘So Ibn Al-Sikeet said, ‘This, by Allah®*" it is the answer!’.?2
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja'far®®"® having said; ‘When our®"* Qaim®"* rises,
and he®" places his®**"® hand upon the heads of the servants, so their intellects
would be gathered by it and complete their understanding (of the religion)’.%
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"® having said: ‘The Proof of Allah®*" upon
the servants is the Prophet®®", and the Proof regarding what is between the
servants and Allah®", is the intellect’.?*
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‘Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘Intelligence is the support for the man, and from intelligence
comes the insightfulness, and the understanding, and the memorisation, and the
knowledge; and with the intellect, he is perfect, and it is his indicator, and his insight,
and a key to his affairs.
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So when it was such that his intellect was supported from the light, he would be a
knowledgeable one, a memoriser (of the Holy Quran), a Zakir (Oft-mentioner of
Allah®"), discerning, understanding. Thus he would know by that, how, and why,
and where, and the one who is supporting him®*"® and the one who is cheating
him®*"*. So when he recognises that, he would recognise its flow, and its
connections and its disconnections, and the purity of the Oneness of Allah®", and
the acknowledgement with the obedience.
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So when he does that, he would be a reviewer to what had been missed out on, and
would anticipate upon what is coming (in the future). He would recognise what he is
(currently) in, and for which thing (reason) he is over here, and from where he is
coming from, and to what he is headed for, and all of that is from the support of the

intellect’.?®
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘A Momin is recognised by
his intellect’.®
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘Rasool-Allah®**""" said: ‘O
Ali*"®1 There is no poverty more intense than the ignorance, nor a wealth more
assisting than the intellect’.*’
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®*"® having said: ‘When Allah®" Created the
intellect, Said to it: “Come!” So it came. Then Said: “Turn back!” So it turned back.
So He*" Said: “By My**"™ Might and My**" Majesty! 1™ have not Created a
creature better than you. To you 1°*¥ shall Command, and to you 1°* shall Forbid,
and to you®™" shall Reward, and to you ¥ shall Punish”.?®
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‘| said to Abu Abdullah®"*, ‘I would go to a man and speak to him with some of my
speech, and he would understand all of it, and from them is one whom | would go to,
and speak to him with (all) the speech, so he would fulfil to me all of my speech, then
he would repeat it upon me just as | had spoken to him; and from them is the one
who | would go to and speak to him, so he would be saying, ‘Repeat it to me”.
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So he®®" said: ‘O Is’haq! And do you not know why this is so?’ | said, ‘No’. He**"*®
said: “The one whom you speak to with part of your speech, yet he understands all of
it, so that is the one whose seed is kneaded with his intellect; and as for the one
whom you speak to, and fulfil (all of) your speech, then he answers you upon your
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speech, so that is the one in whom his intellect has been superimposed in the belly
of his mother; and as for the one whom you speak to with the speech, so he is
saying, ‘Repeat upon me’, so that is the one in whom his intellect has been
superimposed after having grown old, thus he is saying to you, ‘Repeat upon me”.*
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘Rasool-Allah®®"" said:
‘Whenever you see the man as being of abundant in Salat, abundant in Fasts, so do
not be boasting with him until you look at how (good) his intellect is”.*
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘O Mufazzal! He will not
succeed, the one who has no intellect, nor would he have intellect, the one who does
not know. Soon, the one who understands would be excellent, and the one who
forbears would be victorious; and the knowledge is a shield, and the truthfulness is
an honour, and the ignorance is a disgrace, and the understanding is a glory, and
the benevolence is a success, and good morals are a cause for the cordiality.
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And the knowledgeable one of his time would not be assaulted upon by the
confusion. The strictness is an evil deed of the conjectures, and between the person
and the wisdom a knowledgeable one is a Bounty, and the ignorant is a wretched
between the two. And Allah®"! is a friend of the one who recognises Him**" and an
enemy of the one who pretends (to know Him®"); and the intellectual is forgiving
and the ignorant one is a fault-finder. If you desire to be honoured, so be lenient, and
if you desire to be abased (rejected), so be harsh.
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And the one whose origin is honourable, his heart would be soft, and the one whose
ingredient is harshness, his liver would be thick; and the one who is excessive would
get involved, and the one who fears the consequences would be steadfast from
making incursions in that which he does not know. And the one rushes into a matter
without knowledge would mutilate the nose (pride) of his own self; and the one who
does not know would not understand, and the one who does not understand would
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not submit, and the one who does not submit would not be honoured, and the one
who is not honoured would be devoured, and the one who is devoured would be
reproached, and the one who was like that, would be more likely to regret’.®
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‘Amir Al-Momineen said: ‘The one who sides with me that in him there is a
characteristic from the characteristics of the goodness, 1°**® shall be tolerant upon it
and forgive whatever was lost besides it, and 1***® shall neither forgive the loss of
intellect nor Religion, because the separation of the Religion is separation of the
security, as life is not pleasant along with fear; and the loss of the intellect is loss of
the life, and there is no comparison except with the dead ones’.*
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen®"*

said: ‘The one who is full of himself indicate upon the weakness of his own
intellect’.
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Hassan Al-Reza®*"*

mentioned in his®*"* presence, and the intellect was (also) mentioned. So he
said: ‘Do not package (consider as the same) the people of the Religion from the one
who has not intellect for him'’. | said, ‘May | be sacrificed for you®"*! From the ones
who are described to be upon this matter (Al-Wilayah), there is a group for whom
there a no problems with them in our presence, and there isn’t that (kind of) intellect
for them’.

, said, ‘Our companions were
asws
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So he*" said: ‘They are not from the ones whom Allah®" Addressed. Allah®*"
Created the intellect, so He*" Said to it: “Come!” So it came. And Said to it: “Turn
back!” So it turned back. So He®*" Said: ‘By M*" Mighty and My** majesty! [**"
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have not Created anything better than you, or more Beloved to Me®" than you. Due
to you, 1% shall Seize, and due to you 12" shall Give’.**
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"® having said: ‘There isn’t anything
between the Eman and the disbelief (Kufr) except for the scarcity of the intellect’. It
was said, ‘And how is that so, O son®"* of Rasool-Allah®**""'! The servant raises his
desire to the creatures (people). So had he been of sincere intention to Allah®",
He®*" would Give him that which he wants in (a time period) quicker than that’.®®
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen®"* was
saying: ‘With the intellect, the profundity of the wisdom is extracted, and with the
wisdom, the profundity of the intellect is extracted; and the good policies are (as a
result of) righteous discipline’.
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He®*" said: ‘And he®"® (Amir Al-Momineen®"®) was saying: ‘The pondering is a
revival for the discerning heart, just as the walker walks in the darkness with the light
with good organisation and little stalling’.>®
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"®, in a lengthy Hadeeth: ‘The first of the
matters, and its beginning, and its strengthening, and its building, which nothing is of
benefit except with it, is the intellect, which Allah®" Made it to be an adornment for
His®" creatures, and a light for them.
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Thus, it is by the intellect that the servants recognise their Creator and that they are
the created beings, and that He**" is the Regulator for them and that they are the
regulated ones, and that He®*" is the Eternal Being and there are the perishable
beings, and they are indicated by their intellects upon what they are seeing from
His®" Creation, from His*" sky, and His*" earth, and His**" sun, and His**" moon,
and His*" night, and His**" day, and that from him, and for them, there is a Creator
and a Regulator, who has neither cease to be and will never cease to be. And they
are recognising by it, the good from the ugly, and the darkness in the ignorance and
the light in the knowledge. So this is what the intellect indicates them upon.
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It was said to him®*"®, ‘So would the servants suffice themselves with the intellect
besides other (things)?’ He*"* said: ‘The intellectual, due to the indication of his
intellect which Allah®" has Made it to be his straightener, and his adornment, and
his guidance, knows that Allah®*" is He®*" Who is the Truth and that He®™" is his
Lord®"; and he knows that for his Creator there is Love and that for Him**" is
Dislikes, and that for Him®**" is obedience and that for him there is disobedience.
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So he would not find (except) for his intellect to indicate him upon that, and know that
he cannot arrive to Him*" except by the knowledge and its seeking, and that he
would not benefit by his intellect if he does not attain that with his knowledge. Thus it
is Obligatory upon the intellectual that he seeks the knowledge and the discipline
which there is no foundation for him except by it’.%’

Y\Adw\u\)@_nuqu\}mju\)uucMyw_)mﬂ\us_)m‘;}\uq\ucﬂb.a\uauundmuqéc
Mﬂa‘)M\uA

‘We both heard Abu Abdullah®"* saying: ‘There is no richness more enriching than
the intellect, nor a poverty more abasing than the stupidity, nor anything more
backing in a matter than the frequency of the consultation with regards to it’.
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And this is the end of the Book of Intellect and Ignorance, and the Praise is for
Allah®" Alone, and may Allah®*"! Send Salawat upon Muhammad®**"" and the
Progeny®*"® of Muhammad>*"".
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