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In the Name of Allah®®" the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah®"
Lord®*" of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad®*"" and his
Purified Progeny®"*, and greetings with abundant greetings.
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Chapter 1 — The Occurrence of the universe and the proof of the
Originator
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‘There was an atheist in Egypt. Certain things about Abu Abdulla reached him.
So he went out to Al-Medina in order to debate with him®"°, But he could not come
across him®"°, and it was said to him that he®*"* had gone out to Makkah. So he
went out to Makkah, and we were with Abu Abdullah®"*. So he came across us
while we were with Abu Abdullah®"* during the Tawaaf; and it was so that his name
was Abdul Malik (Slave of the king) and his teknonym was Abu Abdullah (Father of
the slave of Allah®").
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So he struck his own shoulder with the shoulder of Abu Abdullah®"®, So Abu
Abdullah®"* said to him: ‘What is your name?’ So he said, ‘My name is Abdul Malik
(Slave of the king)'. He**"* said: ‘So what is your teknonym’?’ He said, ‘My teknonym
is Abu Abdullah (Father of the slave of Allah®"Y. So Abu Abdullah®"® said to him:
‘So who is this king whose slave you are? Is he from the kings of the earth or from
the kings of the sky? And, inform me®"* about your son, is he a slave of a god of the
sky, or a slave of a god of the earth? Say whatever you like, it would be against you’.
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Hisham Bin Al-Hakam said, ‘So | said to the atheist, ‘You are not replying to him®"s?’
So he disliked my words. So Abu Abdullah®™"® said: ‘When we are free from the
Tawaaf, then come over to us’. So when Abu Abdullah®"* was free, the atheist came
over to him*"*, and he sat himself in front of Abu Abdullah®"*, and we gathered in
his®*"* presence.
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So Abu Abdullah®"*® said to the atheist: ‘Do you know that for the earth there is an
underneath and an above?’ He said, ‘Yes’. He®*"® said: ‘So have you entered its
underneath?’ He said, ‘No’. He**"® said: ‘So what would make you know what is
underneath it?” He said, ‘| don’'t know except that | guess that there is nothing
underneath it". So Abu Abdullah®"® said: ‘So the guess shows the ‘3£’ (inability) due
to what you are not certain of’.
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Then Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘So have you ascended to the sky?’ He said, ‘No'.
He®"* said: ‘Do you know what is therein?’ He said, ‘No’. He*"® said: ‘It is strange
for you that you have not reached the west and not descended into the earth and not
ascended to the sky, and not exceeded over there as to what is behind these, and
you are denying with what is in these? And would the intellectual deny what he does
not recognise?’ The atheist said, ‘No one has spoken with me by this apart from
you®"®'. So Abu Abdullah®"® said: ‘So you are in doubt with regards to that. So
perhaps He®™ is (Existent), and perhaps He®™" is not (Existent)’. So the atheist said:
‘And perhaps it is that'.
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So Abu Abdullah®"*® said: ‘O you man! There is no argument for the one who does
not know over the one who does know, and there is no argument for the ignorance
either. O brother of the people of Egypt! Understand about me®*"*, for we®"* do not
doubt regarding Allah®", ever! But, do you not see the sun and the moon, and the
night and the day following their course, so they do not get confused and do not
retract, (but are) being Forced? There is no place for them except for their respective
placing. So if they had power upon the going, they would not be returning, and if they
were not being Forced, the night would not become a day, and the day, a night. They
are being forced. By Allah®*", O brother of the people of Egypt! The One®" Who
Forces them to their shifts is more Wiser than both of them and greater’. So the
atheist said, ‘You®"* speak the truth’.
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Then Abu Abu Abdullah®"® said: ‘O brother of the people of Egypt! That what they
(people) are going towards, and you are thinking that it is the time. If it was the time
going with them, why is it not returning them, and if it was returning them, why is it
not going with them. The people are being Forced.
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O brother of the people of Egypt! Why is the sky elevated and the earth is laid? Why
doesn’t the sky fall upon the earth? Why doesn’t the earth stoop above its layers,
and they are neither attached nor are they attached to the ones above it?’ The
atheist said, ‘Allah®" their Lord®*" and their Master Keeps them attached’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘So the atheists believed upon the hands of Abu Abdullah®"*,
So Humran said to him®***®, ‘May | be sacrificed for you®"*! If the atheist professed
belief upon your®®"* hands, so the disbelievers had professed belief upon the hands
of your®"* father®">. So the Believer who had just professed belief upon the hands
of Abu Abdullah®"® said, ‘Make me to be from your®"® students’. So Abu
Abdullah®"® said, ‘O Hisham Bin Al-Hakam! Keep him to yourself (company) and
teach him’. So Hisham taught him, and he became a teacher of the people of Eman
in Syria and the people of Egypt, and his purity was good to the extent that Abu
Abdullah®"* was pleased with him’.*
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‘I was in the presence of Abu Mansour Al-Mutatabbib, so he said, ‘A man from my
companions informed me saying, ‘I and Ibn Abu Al-Awja’a and Abdullah Bin Al-
Muqaff’a were in the Sacred Masjid. So Ibn Al-Mugaff'a said, ‘Are you seeing these
people?’, and he gestured by his hand to the place of the Tawaaf, ‘There is none
from them for whom the name ‘Human being’ can be obligated except for that
Sheikh, the seated one’, meaning Abu Abdullah Ja’far®"*® Bin Muhammad®"®, ‘So,
as for the remainder, they are riff-raff and animals’.
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So Ibn Abu Al-Awja’a said to him, ‘And how is this name obligated for this Sheikh
beside those?’ He said, ‘Because | saw in his®*"*® presence what | did not see in their
presence’. So |bn Abu Al-Awja’a said to him, ‘It is inevitable to examine what you
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said regarding him . So Ibn Al-Mugaff’a said to him, ‘Don’t do it, for | fear that you
would spoil upon yourself whatever is in your hands’. So he said, ‘That is not your
view. But, you are fearing that your opinion would be weakened in my presence
regarding your substantiating the adornment which you described him®"* with’. So
Ibn Al-Muqaff'a said, ‘As for that, so this is your accusation upon me. So go to
him®** and protect yourself as much as you can from the blunders, and discourage
yourself from the long-windedness for he®"* will submit you to the fetters, and note
down what (argument) is for you and what is against you’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘So Ibn Abu A-Awja’a arose, and there remained myself and
Ibn Al-Muqaff’a, both seated. So when Ibn Abu Al-Awja’a returned back to us, he
said, ‘Woe be unto you, O Ibn Al-Mugaff’a! This is not a human being. And if there
was a spiritual one embodied in the world, whenever he so desires to he appears
and be a spirit being hidden whenever he so desires to, so it is this one!’ So he said
to him, ‘And how is that so?’ He said, ‘| was seated (in front) of him®"°. So when
there did not remain anyone else in his®**"** presence apart from me, he®"* initiated
me and he®"* said: ‘If the matter is upon what they are saying, and it is upon what
they are saying, meaning the people of the Tawaaf, so they are saved and you
would be damaged, and if the matter is upon what you are saying, and it is not like
what you are saying it to be, so you and they would be the same’.
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So | said, ‘May Allah®" have Mercy on you®"®! And which thing are we saying, and
which thing are they saying, and what are my words and their words, except for
one?’ So he®*"* said: ‘And how can your words and their words be one, and they are
saying that for them is a Hereafter, and Rewards, and Punishment, and they are
making it a Religion with that, in the sky there is a God®**", and that there are two life-
times, and you are alleging that the sky is a ruin, there being no one in it'.
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He said, ‘So | was gloomy from it, and | said to him®"°, ‘What is preventing Him®*", if
the matter was just as they are saying it to be, from appearing to His*" creatures
and Inviting them to His*" worship until no two of them would differ, and why does
He®*" hide from them and Sends the Rasools®* to them instead, and had He®*"
Given glad tidings Himself*", it would be closer to the belief in Him®"",
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So he*"* said: ‘Woe be unto you! And how is He*" Hidden from you, the One
Who Shows you His**" Power in yourself? He**" Nourished you and you did not
exist, and Aged you after your childhood (infancy), and Strengthened you after your
weakness, and Weakened you after your strength, and your sickness after your well-
being, and your good health after your sickness, and your pleasure after your
distress and your resentment after your pleasure, and your grief after your happiness
and your happiness after your grief, and your love after your hatred, and your hatred
after your love.
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And your determination after your uncertainty, and your uncertainty after your
determination, and your desire after your abhorrence and your abhorrence after your
desire, and your willingness after your dismay and your dismay after your
willingness, and your hope after your despair and your despair after your hope, and
your caution with that there is no worry and remoteness of what you believed in your
mind’.
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And he®"* did not cease counting upon me His®*" Powers which are in myself which
| could not defend until | thought that he would be victorious regarding what is
between me and him®*"*",
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And there is an increase in a Hadeeth of Ibn Abu Al-Awja’a where he asked Abu
Abdullah®"*. He said, ‘Ibn Abu Al-Awja’a returned on the second day to a gathering
of Abu Abdullah®"°. So he sat down and he was silent, not speaking (at all). So Abu
Abdullah®"* said: ‘It is as if you have come to reiterate part of what we were
(discussing) in’. So he said, ‘I want that, O son®"* of Rasool-Allah®*""I" So Abu
Abdullah®"® said to him: ‘How strange this is. You deny Allah®", and you testify that
%S am a son®™"* of a Rasool®*™ of Allah®"I’ So he said, ‘The habit carried me
upon that'.
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So the scholar®®"* said to him: ‘So what prevented you from the speaking?’ He said,
‘As a homage to you®*"® and reverence. My tongue could not unfreeze in front of
you®"*, for | have witnessed the scholars and debated the theologians, so there did
not enter awe into me at all like what awe entered into me from you®"*'. He*"* said:
‘That happens, but 1% would like to open upon you with a question’, and he®"*
turned to face him.
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So he®" said to him: ‘Are you made (Created) or not made?’ So Abdul Kareem Bin
Abu Al Awja’a said, ‘But, | am not made’. So the scholar®*" said to him: ‘So,
describe to me, if you had been Made, how would you have happened to be?’ So
Abdul Kareem remained reflecting, too baffled to answer, and he played around with
a piece of wood which was in front of him, and he was saying, ‘Long, wide, deep,
short, moving, still, all of that is a quality of His**" creatures’. So the scholar®*"* said
to him: ‘So if you do not know the qualities of the made (creation) apart from these,
so consider yourself to be as a Made (Created) to what you find within yourself, from
what occurs from these matters’.
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So Abdul Kareem said to him®"°, ‘You®"* have asked me a question no one has
asked me before you®"®, nor will anyone ask me after you®"*, the likes of it'. So Abu
Abdullah®"* said, ‘Given that you know that you have not been asked in what is
past, so what makes you know that you will not be asked in what is afterwards? O
Abdul Kareem! You break your own words, because you are alleging that the things
have been the same from before, so how come you are bringing them forward and
delaying (talking about past and future)?’
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Then he®"* said: ‘O Abdul Kareem! I**"® shall increase its clarification. What is your
view if there was a bag with you wherein were jewels, and someone says to you, ‘Is
there a Dinar in the bag?’ So you deny the existence of the Dinar in the bag, and he
says to you, ‘Describe the Dinar to me’, and you are not knowledgeable of its
description, would that be for you that you should deny the existence of the Dinar in
the bag, and you don’t know?’ He said, ‘No’.
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So Abu Abdullah®"*® said: ‘So the universe is longer and wider than the bag. So,
perhaps in the universe there is a created being from where you do not know the
description of the Made being from the one not Made’. So Abdul Kareem cut-off (the
discussion, and some of his companions answered to Al-Islam (became Muslims),
and there remained with him, some.
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So he returned on the third day, and he said, ‘| would like to overturn the
questioning’. So Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘Ask about whatever you so desire to’. So he
said, ‘What is the evidence of the occurrence (coming into being) of the bodies?’ So
he®*" said: ‘I**"® have not found anything, neither small nor big, except that when
the likes of it is combined to it, it gets bigger; and in that is the decline (deterioration)
and the change from the former state. And had (all things) being eternal, they would
neither deteriorate nor change state, because that which deteriorates and changes, it
is allowed that it comes into being and gets abolished.
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Thus it would happen to be, by its existence after its non-existence, entering into the
occurrence and in its coming into being in the beginning, it would enter into the non-
existence, and there would never gather together the qualities of the eternity and the
non-existence and the occurrence (coming into being), and the infinity, into one
thing’.
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So Abdul Kareem said, ‘Given, that you®"* know regarding the flow of the two states
and the two times upon what you®"* mentioned, and evidence with that upon its
occurrence (coming into being). So if the things were to remain upon its smallness,
from where would that be for you to evidence upon their occurrence? So the
scholar®"* said: ‘But rather, we®"*® speak upon this universe as the subject. So if we
were to raise it and place another universe, the nothingness would be evidenced
upon the occurrence from our raising it and replacing it with another.
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But, 1%°" shall answer you from where you measured out to compel us®"*. So we®"*
are saying that the things, had they remained eternally upon their smallness, it would
always be in the mind that when something is combined to something the like of it, it
would be greater (than before), and with regards to the permissibility of the change
upon it, is its exit from the eternity, just as its change is its entry into the occurrence.
There is nothing for you behind it, O Abdul Kareem’'.
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So he cut-off (the discussion) and went out. So when it was the next year, | met up
with him®"® in the Sanctuary. So one of his®**"* Shias said to him®*"*, ‘lon Abu Al-
Awija’a has become a Muslim’. So the scholar®"* said: ‘He is blind from that and will
not become a Muslim’.
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So when he (Abdul Kareem) saw the scholar®"®, he said, ‘My chief and my master!’
So the scholar®"* said to him: ‘So what brings you here to this place?’ So he said,
‘Habit of the body and ways of the country, and to see what the people are indulging
in from the insanity, and the shaving (of the heads), and pelting the rocks(Hajj
rituals)’. So the scholar®"*® said to him: ‘After (all) you are still upon your insolence
and your straying, O Abdul Kareem!” So he went on to speak, but he®"* said to him:
‘There will be no contentious arguments during the Hajj’, and he®"* shook off his®"*
robe from his hands.
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And he®"* said: ‘If the matter happens to be just as you are saying it to be, and it is
not as you are saying it to be, we®*"* would be saved and you would be saved; but if
the matter happens to be just as we®"* are saying it to be, and it is just as we®*"* are
saying it to be, we®"* would be Saved and you would be destroyed’. So Abdul
Kareem turned towards the one who was with him and he said, ‘I find malice in my
heart, so return me’. So they returned him, and he died. May Allah®" not have

Mercy on him’.?
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(It has been narrated) from Muhammad Bin Abdullah Al-Khurasany, a servant of Al-
Reza®"* who said, ‘A man from the atheists came over to Abu Al-Hassan®"®, and in
his®"* presence was a group. So Abu Al-Hassan®"* said: ‘O you man! What is your
view if the word was your word (atheism), and it is not as what you are saying it to
be, wouldn’t we and you all would be both equally right, and it would not harm us
what we are praying Salat, and our Fasting, and our (payment of) Zakat, and our
acknowledgement (of Allah®")?’. So the man was silent.
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Then Abu Al-Hassan®"* said: ‘And if it was so that the word was our word (Existence
of Allah®"), and it is our word, wouldn’t you be destroyed and we would be Saved?’
So he said, ‘May Allah®" have Mercy on you®"*! Help me find How He*" is and
where He®*" is?’ So he®®"* said: ‘Woe be unto you! That which goes to Him*" is

2 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Tawheed (Oneness of Allah®®) CH 1 H 2
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wrong. He®" is ‘where’ without a ‘where’, and ‘how’ without the ‘how’, so He®*"

cannot be recognised by the ‘how-ness’ nor by the ‘where-ness’, nor can He®" be
attained by the feelings, nor can He®**" be compared with anything'.
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So the man said, ‘So He*" is ‘nothing’ when He®*" cannot be realised by the
feelings from the senses’. So Abu Al Hassan®"* said: ‘Woe be unto you! Your
senses are unable to realise Him?*", so you are denying His®*" Lordship, and us®"®,
when our senses are unable to realise realise Him**", we are even more convinced
that He®*" is our Lord®", as a different thing from the things’.
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The man said, ‘So inform me, when was He®" (from)?’ Abu Al-Hassan®™"* said:
‘Inform me®"s, when He®®" wasn’t and 1" will inform you when He®®" was’. The
man said, ‘So what is the evidence upon it?” So Abu Al-Hassan®"* said: ‘1**"°, when
12" Jook at my®*"® body, and am not enabled upon increasing it, nor reducing it in
the width, and the length, and repulsing the abhorrence from it and flowing the
benefits to it, 1" know that for this construction, there is a Builder. So "
acknowledge with it what 1°°"® see from the orbiting of the planets by His®*" Power,
and the growth of the clouds, and the interchanging of the winds, and the flowing of
the sun and the moon and the stars, and other than that from the wondrous clear
signs, 12°"* know that for this is Determiner and a Builder’.
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‘Abdullah Al-Daysani asked Hisham Bin Al-Hakam saying to him, ‘Is there a Lord®*"
for you?’ So he said, ‘Yes'. He said, ‘Is He®" Powerful?’ He said, ‘Yes, Powerful,
Compelling’. He said, ‘Is He*" Able to enter the whole world into an egg, while not
making the egg any bigger and not making the world any smaller?” Hisham said,
‘The respite’. So he said, ‘I respite you for a year’. Then he went away from him.
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So, Hisham rode over to Abu Abdullah®"* and sought permission to see him®"*, and
he®*"* permitted him. So he said, ‘O son®"* of Rasool-Allah®**"! Abdullah Al-Daysani
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came over to me with a question, there being no reliability with regards to
(answering) it except upon Allah®*" and upon you®*"®’. So Abu Abdullah®"® said to
him: ‘What is that about which he asked you?’ So he said, ‘He said to me such and
such’.
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So Abu Abdullah®"® said: ‘O Hisham! How many are your senses?’ He said, ‘Five’.
He®*"* said: ‘Which of these is the smallest?’ He said, ‘The looking’. He**"* said: ‘And
how much is the measurement of the viewer (eye)?’ He**"* said: ‘Like a lens or less
than it". So he®*"* said to him: ‘So look in front of you and above you and inform me
of what you see’. So he said, ‘| see the sky, and land, and houses, and castles, and
desert, and mountains and rivers’. So Abu Abdullah®"® said to him: ‘The One®"
Who is Able to enter that which you see into the lens, or less than it, is Able over
entering the whole world into the egg, neither making the world any smaller nor
making the egg any bigger’.
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So Hisham leapt up and kissed his®**** hand, and his®*"* head, and his leg and said,
‘(It is) sufficient for me, O son®"* of Rasool-Allah®**""I’, and left for his house. And Al-
Daysani came over to him and said to him, ‘O Hisham! | have come to you as a
Muslim and did not come to you requesting for the answer’. So Hisham said to him,
‘If you had come requesting, so here is the answer’, (and he told him).
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So Al-Daydani went out from him until he came over to the door of Abu Abdullah®"* .
So he sought permission to see him®"*, and he**"* permitted him. So when he was
seated, he said to him*"*, ‘O Ja’far®*"* Bin Muhammad®"®! Introduce me to my
Master®"’. So Abu Abdullah®"* said to him: ‘What is your name?’ So he went out
from him®"® and did not inform him®"® of his name. So his companions said to him,
‘How come you did not inform him with your name?’ He said, ‘If | had, | would
have said to him®"S, it is Abdullah (Slave of Allah®"). He®" would have said to me:
‘Who is this whose slave you are?”.

asws

&AJM&%DMJ@M\@}M\&J@Y Hagaa Sl ally & ds PHIRFIPTRINES
L@ugdwus@)mde)cu\}wh\(emnuc)mmymdmw\ u_dmyjdgjm
Lol 41508 Al a3 1 a0 (DLl ade ) 4 i S AT O

asws asws

So they said to him, ‘Return to him and tell him to introduce you to your
Master®" and not to ask about your name’. So he returned to him®*"* and said to
him®** ‘0 Ja'far®®"® Bin Muhammad®"®! Introduce me to my Master®" and do not
ask me about my name’. So Abu Abdullah®"* said to him: ‘Be seated’. And there
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was a young boy of his in whose palm was an egg he was playing with. So Abu
Abdullah®"* said to him: ‘Give the egg to me, O boy!” So he gave it to him®"*.
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So Abu Abdullah®"® said to me: ‘O Daysani! This (egg) is a hidden fortress. There is
a thick (outer) skin for it, and underneath the thick skin is a thin skin, and beneath the
thin skin is gold water and silver fluid. So neither does the gold water mix with the
silver fluid, nor does the silver fluid mix with the gold water. So it is upon its state.
Neither does a repairer come out from it so he could inform of its correctness nor
does a spoiler enter into it so he could inform about its spoiling. It is not known
whether it is Created to be a male or a female (to come out after incubation). It could
burst out like the colours of peacocks. Do you see that there is a Mastermind for it?’
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He (the narrator) said, ‘So he thought for a while, then said, ‘| testify that there is no
god except for AIIahaZWJ, there being no associates for HIM*", and that
Muhammads®"" is His®" servant and His®" Rasool*®", and that you®™"* an
Imam®*** and Proof from Allah®" upon His®" creatures, and that | am repentant

from what | was in’.
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(It has been narrated) from Hisham Bin Al-Hakam in a Hadeeth of the atheist who
came over to Abu Abdullah®"®, and it was from the words of Abu Abdullah®"®; -
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‘You are not free from your words that there are two (gods). Either they are both
eternally from before, both strong, or they are both weak, and one of them happens
to be strong and the other one weak. So if they were both strong, so why doesn’t
each one of the two repulse his companion and be alone with the management (of
the universe)?

@@\@ﬁ@ngjasj;ajéjusségﬁi@@g}ﬁ\j&}&ﬁ@i@;@@j
And if you are alleging that one of the two is strong and the other one is weak, it

would be proven that He®*" is One just as we are saying due to the inability of the
second one being apparent.
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So if you were to say that there are two (gods), and that they are both concordant
from every aspect, or separate from every aspect, so when we see the creation
being regulated and the planets flowing, and the strategy is one, and the night and
the day, and the sun and the moon, are evidence to the wellbeing of the order and
the strategy, and the coalition of the matters evidences upon that the Regulator is
One. Then it would necessitate you, if you claim two (gods) that there should be a
gap between the two in what is between them until they can happen to be two. Thus
the gap would come to be the third (entity) between the two (gods), being eternally
from before along with the two of them. Thus, it would necessitate a third (entity).
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So if you were to claim three, it would necessitate you what you said regarding the
two, until there can happen to be a gap between them until they can happen to be
five. Then you would end up in the numbering to what there is no end to it regarding
the multitude’.
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Hisham said, ‘It was so from the question of the atheist that he said, ‘So what is the
evidence upon Him®**"?’" So Abu Abdullah®"*® said: ‘The existence of the effects
evidence upon that there is a Causer Causing these. Do you not see that you, when
you look at a building constructed, you know that there is a builder for it, and even if
you cannot see the builder and did not witness its (construction)?’
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He said, ‘So what is He®*"'?’ He®*"* said: ‘A thing which is different from the things. |
return to myasws words to prove the meaning, and He®" is a thing in the reality of the
‘thing-ness’. He®®" neither has a body nor an image, nor can He®" be felt, nor
touched, nor can He®®" be realised by the five senses. Neither can the |mag|nat|ons
grasp Him®", nor does the age reduce Him®*", nor does the time change Him®" >
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja'far®®"* having said: ‘It suffices for the ones of
understanding with the creation, the Subduing Lord®™", and the Kingdom of the
Compelling Lord®", and Majesty of the Lord®" being Manifested, and the Light of
the Lord®", the Splendour, and substantiation of the Truthful Lord®*", and what the
tongues of the servants speak with, and what the Rasools® were Sent with, and
what was Revealed unto the servant, as an evidence upon the (existence of) the
Lord®2 8
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Chapter 2 — Applicability of the word that He®*"! is a ‘thing’
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‘| asked Abu Ja'far®®"® about the Tawheed (Oneness of Allah®"), and | said, ‘Can |
think of Him** as a thing?’ So he®™"* said: ‘Yes, without reasoning and no limit. So
whatever your imagination occurs upon from a thing, so He*" is different to it.
Nothing resembles Him*" nor can the imaginations grasp Him*". How can the
imaginations grasp Him®" and He®" is different to what is thought of and different
to what is pictured in the imaginations? But rather, you can imagine something
without reasoning and no limits’.”
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‘Abu Ja'far®™*® the 2" was asked, ‘Is it allowed for one to say for Allah®*" that He®*"!
is a thing?’ He®"® said: ‘Yes. Take Him®" out from the two limitations — the limitation
of temporariness and the limit of resemblance’.?
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®®"® having said: ‘Allah®*" is Distinct of His®"!
creatures, and His®" creatures are distinct from Him**; and everything upon what
the name ‘thing’ occurs, so it is a creation, apart from Allah?2" 9
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah®"* saying: ‘Allah®" is Distinct from His*" creation and His®*"
creation is distinct from Him**", and everything the name ‘thing’ occurs upon apart
from Allah®", so it is a creation, and Allah®" is the Creator of everything. Blessed is
the One Who there is nothing like HIm*" and He®" is the All-Hearing, the All-
Seeing’.*?
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja'’far®"® having said: ‘Allah®" is Distinct from
His®" creation and His®*" creation is distinct from Him®*, and everything what the
name ‘thing’ occurs upon, apart from Allah®" the Exalted, so it is a creation, and
Allah®" is the Creator of everything’.*
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®" having said to the atheist when he
asked him®"s, ‘What is He®™"?’ He®"® said: ‘He®*" is a thing different for the things.
1% reiterate with my®"* words to prove the meaning, and He®" is a thing in reality
of the ‘thing-ness’ apart from that He**" has neither a body, nor an image, nor can
He®" be felt, nor can He®®" be touched, nor can He®*" be realised by the five
sensory perceptions. Neither can the imaginations grasp Him*", nor can the ages
reduce Him®**", nor can the times change Him®*"".
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So the questioner said to him ‘But you are saying that He*" is Hearing,
Seeing’. He*"* said: ‘He*" is Hearing, Seeing. He**" Sees without an organ and
Sees without an instrument, but He*" is Seeing by Himself**" and is Hearing by
Himself®*". My**"* words that ‘He*" is Seeing by Himself*" and is Hearing by
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Himself**" is not that He®*" is a thing and His*" Self is another thing. But, [*"®°
intend as an idiom from myself*"* when 1**"* was asked and as an understanding for
you when you asked. Thus, 1" am saying that He**"! Hears by all of Him®", not
that the for the ‘all’ of Him®" there are parts, but 1" intend to make you understand
and as an idiom from myself**** and 1°"* do not re-iterate in that except that He®" is
the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing, the All-Aware without a
differentiation of the Self nor differentiation of the meaning’.
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The questioner said to him*"*, ‘So what is He**"'?" Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘He®*" is
the Lord®*", and He®**" is the worshipped, and He*" is Allah®". And it is not my®"*
word ‘Allah’ to prove these letters, ‘Alif, and ‘Laam’, and ‘Ha’, nor ‘Ra’ nor ‘Ba’, but |
re-iterate to a meaning and a thing, Creator of the things and its Maker, and the
intention of these letters, and it is the meaning ‘Allah’ has been Named by, and ‘the
Beneficent’, and the ‘Merciful’, and the ‘Mighty’, and the likes of that from His®"
Names, and He?®" is the worshipped One, Majestic and Mighty’.
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The questioner said to him*"®, ‘But we do not find our imaginations except as
creations’. Abu Abdullah®"*® said: ‘If it was that, just as you are saying, the Tawheed
(Oneness) would be raised (negated), because we are not encumbered without
imagination. But we are saying that every imagination with the senses realised with
is limited by the senses, and is a resemblance, thus it is a creation. When it was the
negation, so it is the invalidation, and the nothingness (non-entity) and the modality.
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The second is the resemblance. When there was the resemblance, it would be a
guality of the creation, the apparent, the assembled, and the composed. So it would
not happen to be inevitable from proving the Maker due to the existence of the
manufactured items and the necessity to them that they are manufactured and that
their Maker is other than them, and is not like them. If He**" was like them, He*"
would have resembled them in the apparent, and the assemblage, and the
composition, with regards to what flows upon them from their coming into being
afterwards when they did not exist (beforehand), and their transformation from the
smallness to the largeness, and blackness to whiteness, and strength to weakness,
and their existing states. There is no need for us®"* to interpret these in order to
explain these and their existences’.

j‘;ﬁ\;,;;g,éggjigéiﬁi‘;ﬁjsisi;(emwh)mmy\dumﬁjuu\mhm@u\ g4
’ ‘u)m_,w\

17 out of 44




Alkafi Volume 1 www. hubeali.com

asws asws

The questioner said to him®", ‘But you®"* would have limited Him*" when you
proved His*" existence’. Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘I°*"* did not limit Him**". But I*°"*
proved Him*" when there does not happen to be a stage between the negation and
the proofs’.
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questioner said to him So, for HIm*™ there is a reality and an actuality”
He®"* said: ‘Yes. The thing cannot be proven except in a reality and actuality’.
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The questioner said to him®*", ‘So is there a ‘how-ness’ (Qualitative State) for
HIim*"?" He*"* said: ‘No, because the qualitative state is an aspect of the quality,
but it is inevitable from exiting from an aspect of the temporariness and the
resemblance, because the one who negates Him®", so he had denied Him** and
repulsed His®" Lordship and invalidated it; and the one who resembles Him®" with
something else, so he has proved Him®" with a quality of the creation, the
manufactured ones who are not rightful for the Lordship. But it is inevitable from the
proofs that for HIm*" there is a Qualitative State which others are not rightful of, nor
does anything participate in it, nor is inter-mingled with it, nor is something else
known by it.
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The questioner said, ‘So do the (Creation of the) things tire His®*" Self?’ Abu
Abdullah®"* said: ‘He is more Majestic than that the (Creation of) things should Tire
HIim*" by the Initiating (the things) and Processing, because that is a quality of the
created beings who do not come to the things except by the production and the
processing, and He®" is most Exalted, Implementer of the Will and the Desire,
Doing whatever He?®" so Desires to’.*
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‘Abu Abdullah®™"* was asked, ‘s it allowed for it to be said that Allah®*" is a thing?’
He®*"* said: ‘Yes, taking Him*" out from two limitations — the limitation of the
temporariness and the limitation of the resemblance’.*®
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Chapter 3 — He®" cannot be recognised except by Him
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen®"*

said: ‘Recognise Allah®" by Allah®", and the Rasool*®"" by the Message, and the
Masters of the Command (Ul Al-Amr) by the ordering of the good, and the justice,
and the favours’.**
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A slave of Rasool-Alla , said, ‘Amir Al-Momineen was asked, ‘By what
you®"® recognise youras‘WS Lord®"?’ He®" said: ‘By what He®" Introduced
Himself®" to me®" as’. It was said, ‘And how did He®*" Introduce Himself**V to
you®"*?’ He®"* said: ‘Nelther does an image resemble Him®*" nor can He®" be
sensed by the sensory perceptions, nor can He®*" be compared with the people.
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He®" is Near in His®" Remoteness and Remote in His*" Nearness, above
everything. Nothing can be said to be above Him*". He*" is in front of everything
and it cannot be said for Him®*" there is a front. He®*" is inside everything not like a
thing entering into a thing, and He®®" is outside from the things, not like the thing
being outside from the thing. Glorious is the One®" Who is like this, and nothing
else is like this. And for everything, there is an Initiator’.*®
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‘| said to Abu Abdullah®"s, ‘| debated a group, so | said to them that Allah®",
Majestic is His®*" Majesty is more Majestic and more Mighty, and more Benevolent
than that He®®" should be recognised through His®®" creatures. But it is the
creatures who are being recognised through Allah®"¥’. So he®"s said: ‘May Allah®*"
have Mercy on you’.*
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Chapter 4 — The lowest of the recognition
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Al-Hassan®™, said, ‘| asked him about the
lowest of the recognition. So he®**"* said: ‘The acknowledgement that there is no god
apart from Him®*", and there is neither a resemblance for Him** nor a counterpart,
and that He®" is Eternal, Affirmed, Existing without being absent, and that there is
nothing like Him®*% 17
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‘He wrote to the man (Imam Reza ‘What is that without which the recognition
of the Creator would be deficient?’ So he®"* wrote to him: ‘(It is that) He®**" does not
cease to be Knowing, and Hearing, and Seeing, and He**" Does whatever He®*" so
Desires to. And Abu Ja'far®"® was asked about that without which the recognition of
the Creator would be deficient, so he®"* said: ‘(It is that) There is nothing like Him*"
nor does anything resemble Him*". He does not Cease to be Knowing, Hearing,
Seeing”.'®
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah®"* saying: ‘The matter of Allah®", all of it is strange, except
that He®"™ has Argued upon you with what He®*" has Introduced to you all from
Himself32"’ 19
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Chapter 5 - The Worshipped One (Deity)
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘The one who worships
Allah®" in the imaginations so he has blasphemed (disbelieved); and the one who
worships the Name besides the Meaning, so he has blasphemed; and the one who
worships the Name and the Meaning, so he has associated (committed polytheism
(Shirk)); and the one who worships the Meaning with the harmony of the Name with
His®" Attributes upon Him®*¥ which He®*" Himself has Described with, so He®"
pacts his heart upon it, and his tongue speaks with it during his privacy and his
public appearances, so they would be the companions of Amir Al-Momineen®"*
truly’.
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And in another Hadeeth, ‘(He®"* said): ‘They are the Momineen, truly’.?°
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‘He asked Abu Abdullah®"* about the Names of Allah®" and their deriving Allah®"
from what He**" is Derived’. So he®*"* said to me: ‘O Hisham! Allah®" is derived
from ‘God’ and ‘The God’, it requires its worshipper. And the name is other than the
named. So the one who worships the Name besides the Meaning, so he has
blasphemed and has not worshipped anything; and the one who worships the Name
and the Meaning, so he has blasphemed and has worshipped two; and the one who
worships the Meaning besides the Name, so that is the Tawheed (Oneness). Do you
understand, O Hisham?’
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He (Hisham) said, ‘So | said, ‘Increase it for me’. He®"* said: ‘For Allah®" there are
ninety nine Names, and if it was such that the Name was the Named, it would be so
that every Name from these would be a God. But, Allah®*" is the Meaning which
these Names Indicate upon, and all of these are other than Him*", O Hisham! The
bread is a name of the food, and the water is a name of the drink, and the cloth is a
name of the garment, and the fire is a name of the incinerator. Do you understand, O
Hisham? (It is) an understanding you can repulse and fight our®®"* enemies with it
and the ones who taking others along with Allah®" Majestic and Mighty’. | said,
‘Yes'.
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He (Hisham) said, ‘So he®"* said: ‘May Allah®" Benefit you with it and Affirm you, O
Hisham?!’.
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Hisham said, ‘So, by Allah®"!l No one was able to subdue me regarding the
Tawheed (Oneness) until | rose to this status of mine’.?*
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‘I wrote to Abu Ja’far®*"®, or said to him ‘May | be sacrificed for you®"*! We
worship the Beneficent, the Merciful, the One, the First, the Last. So he®"* said:
‘Surely, the one who worships the Name besides the One Named by the Names has
associated (committed Shirk), and blasphemed, and denied and did not worship
anything. But worship the One, the First, the Last, the Named One by these Names,
besides the Names. The Name is an attribute by which He®*" Describes Himself’.??
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Chapter 6 — Coming into being and the space
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‘Naf'au Bin Arzaq asked Abu Ja’far®™" saying, ‘Inform me about Allah®", when was
He®" (from)?’ So he®" said: ‘When was He®™" not, and 1*"° shall inform you when
He®®" was. Glorious is the One who never ceased to be and will not cease to be,
Individual, Last, neither having taken a female companion nor a son’.?®
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‘A man came over to Abu Al-Hassan Al-Reza®*"* from behind the river Balkh. So he
said, ‘l want to ask you®"* a question. So if you®*"* were to answer me with regards
to it with what is with me, | shall speak with your®*"® Imamate’. So Abu Al Hassan®"*
said: ‘Ask about whatever you so desire to’. So he said, ‘Inform me about your
Lord®®", when was He®*" (from), and how was He®" and upon which thing is His
dependency?’
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So Abu Al-Hassan®"® said: ‘Allah®®" Blessed and High is the ‘where’ of the ‘where’
without a ‘where’, and ‘how’ of the ‘how’ without a ‘how’, and His®*" dependency is
upon His®" Power’.
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So the man stood up to him®*"* and kissed his**"* forehead and said, ‘I testify that
there is no god except Allah®", and that Muhammad®***" is His®**" Rasool*®*", and
that Ali*®"® is a successor®*"® of Rasool®®", and the custodian after him®®"" with
whatever Rasool-Allan®*"" stood with, and you®*"* all (Imams®"* are the truthful
ones, and that you®" are the replacement from after them?"* .24
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‘A man came over to Abu Ja’far®*"®, and he said to him®**"®, ‘Inform me about your®"*
Lord®", when was He®**" (from)?’ So he®"* said: ‘Woe be unto you! But rather, it is
only said to the thing which never was, when it was from. My**"® Lord*", Blessed
and High, always has been and will not cease to be living without a ‘how’, and there
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cannot happen to be a ‘was’ for Him?*", nor was there for His®*" coming into being
an occurrence of ‘how’, nor was there for Him®*" a ‘where’, nor was He®" in
anything, nor was He®*" upon anything, nor was there a beginning for His®*" Place a
place, nor was He®™" Strong after the coming into being of the things, nor was He®*"
weak before the things came into being, nor was He®" lonely before He®™"! Initiated
the things, nor does anything mentionable resemble Him®*", nor was He®*" Distinct
from His®" Kingdom before He®" Built it, nor will there be a distinction from Him?*
after its non-existence.
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He®" had never ceased to be living without a life and a kingdom and a Powerful
King before He®™" Built anything, and was a Compelling King after His®*" Building
the universe. So there isn’t from His®" coming into being, a ‘how’, nor is there a
‘where’ for Him®", nor is there a (defined) limit for Him®", nor can He®" be
recognised by something resembling Him*", nor does He®" age due to the
prolonged remaining, nor is He®*" bewildered to anything, but out of fear of Him?"
the things are bewildered, all of them.
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He®" was Living without a new (lease of) life, and occurrence of a space, nor a
limitation of ‘how’, nor a ‘where’ reserved upon Him®", nor a place being in the
vicinity of anythlng But, He®" is Living, recognised, and a King not having a decline
for Him®*" of the Power and the Kingdom, for as long as when He*" so Desires with
His*" Desire. He®*"! can neither be limited, nor divided, nor perish. He®" was the
First without a ‘how’ (qualitative state), and will happen to be Last without a ‘where’.
And everything is perishable except for His®" Face. For Him®" is the creation and
the Command. Blessed is Allah®", Lord®*" of the worlds’.
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Woe be unto you, O questioner! My**® Lord®" is such that the imaginations cannot
grasp Him** nor can the doubts descend with Him®*", nor confusion, nor does
anything exceed Him*" nor does anything new descend with Him*", nor does
He®" Ask about anything, nor does he regret upon anything, nor does slumber seize
Him®" nor is there any sleep for HIM®". For Him*" is whatever is in the skies and
whatever is in the earth and whatever is between the two and whatever is beneath
the surface’.?®
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‘The Jews gathered around their chief Al-Jalout and they said to him, “This man is a
knowledgeable one’, meaning Amir Al-Momineen®"*’, so come with us to him**"®, to
question him**"®. So they came over, and it was said to them, ‘He*"* is in the
(government) building’. So they waited for him®"* until he®*"* came out'.
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So chief Al-Jalout said to him®*"®, ‘We came to question you®"*. So he®"* said:

‘Ask, O Jew, about whatever comes to you’. So he said, ‘| ask you®"* about your®*"*
Lord®", when was He®" (from)?’ So he®"* said: ‘He®*" was without there being any
entities. He®™" was without a ‘how’ (qualitative state). He®™" siill exists without an
extent (limit) and without a ‘how’. He®*" was, there being no ‘before’ for Him#*",
He®" was before the ‘before’, without a ‘before’, nor is there an end-point or a
termination. The termination is cut off from HlmaZW’, and He®" is an end-point of
every end-point’.
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So chief Al-Jalout said, ‘Lets us go, for he®"*

said for him®"’ 26

is more knowledgeable than what is
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘A Rabbi from the Rabbis
came over to Amir Al-Momineen®"* and he said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen®"*! When
was your®*"* Lord*" (from)?’ So he®"* said to him: ‘May your mother be bereft of
you! And when did He®" not happen to be until it can be said when my®"* Lord®*"
was (from). My®"s Lord®" was before the ‘before’ without there being a ‘before’, and
(will be) after the ‘after’ without there being an ‘after’. And there is neither an end-
point nor a termination to His®" end-point cutting off the end-point in His®"
Presence. Thus, He®®" is the termination of every end-point’.
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So he said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen®"*! So, are you®"* a Prophet®*?’ So he®"* said:

‘Woe be unto you! But rather, I*"® am a servant from the servants of
Muhammad®®"*""
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And it is reported that he®™"s was asked, ‘Where was our Lord®*" before He®"
Created the sky and earth? (meaning the universe). So he®" said: ‘Where is a
question about a place, and Allah®" was, and there was no place’.?’
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘Chief Al-Jalout said to the
Jews that the Muslims are alleging that Ali**** is from the best of the people in the art
of argumentation and their most knowledgeable. Let us go to him®"®, | shall ask
him®**® a question and make him®**** errin it'.
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So he came over to him*"®

you®" a question’. He**"*
Amir Al-Momineen®"! When was our Lord®*" (from)?’ He
But rather, it is said, ‘When was he’, for the one who did not happen to be. So He
was when He®*" was. He®*" was existing without there being any entity. He*" exists

without a ‘how’ (Qualitative State) happening to be.

and he said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen®"*! | wanted to ask
said: ‘Ask about whatever you so desire to’. He said, ‘O

aWS said to him: ‘O Jew!
azwj

5
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Yes, O Jew! Then (again), yes O Jew! How can there be a ‘before’ for Him®"?
He®*" was before the ‘before’, without there being an end-point and no termination of
an end-point, nor is there an end-point having a termination to it. The end-point is in
His®*" Presence. He®*" is the end-point of all end-points’.
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So he said, ‘| testify that your®"* Religion is the Truth and that whatever is different
to it, is false’.23
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‘I said to Abu Ja'’far®™"®, ‘Was Allah®*" (existing) and there was nothing?’ He®"* said:
‘Yes, He®" was and there was nothing’. | said, ‘So where did He®" happen to be?’
He*"* was leaning, so he®"*® sat upright and said: ‘You (speak of the) Impossibility,
O Zurara, and you ask about the place when there was no place’.?
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"*® having said: ‘A Rabbi from the Rabbis
came over to Amir Al-Momineen®"* and he said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen®"*! When
was your®™"® Lord®*" (from)?’ He®*"* said: ‘Woe be unto you! But rather, it is said,
‘When was it’, for what did not happen to be. So, as for what always was, so you
cannot say when it was (from). He®*" was before the ‘before’ without there being a
‘before’, and (will be) after the ‘after’ without there being an ‘after’, and there is no
termination to an end-point to end His*" end-point’.
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asws ‘ asws

a Prophet®?’ So he*"* said: ‘For your mother be
[*"* am a servant from the servants of Rasool-

So he said to him Are you
the bereavement! But rather,
A”ahsaWW,'SO

L &y
Chapter 7 — The Lineage
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"® having said: ‘The Jews asked Rasool-
Allah®®"" and they said, ‘(Describe the) Lineage (of) your®™®"" Lord®*" for us’. So
he**"" waited for three (days) and did not answer them. Then it was Revealed
[112:1] Say: He Allah is One — up to the end of it’.
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And it is (also) reported by Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad,
from Ali Bin Al Hakam, from Abu Ayoub.®*
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®", said, ‘| asked Abu Abdullah®"* about
[112:1] Say: He Allah is One. So he®™" said: ‘Lineage of Allah®*" to His*"
creatures. One, Everlasting, Eternal, Perpetual, there being no support to Hold
Him*", and He**" Withholds the things by His*" Hold. He**" Recognises the
unknown and is well-known with every ignorant one. An Individuality. Neither are
His*" creatures inside Him*" nor is He®*" inside His®" creatures. He*" can
neither be felt nor discerned. The visions cannot envisage Him®*".
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He®" is High, so is nearby, and close-by, so is remote, and is disboyed, so
Forgives, and is obeyed, so is Grateful. Neither does His®" earth contain Him**" nor
do His®®" skies bear Him**". He®" Carries the things by His®*" Power forever,
eternally. He®™" neither forgets, nor plays, nor mistakes, nor is His®" Intention in
vain. His®" Grace is Recompense, and His®*" Command Occurs. He®*" does not
beget, so would leave an inheritance, and is not begotten, so He®" would be
participated with, and there does not happen to be for Him*" anyone as a match’.
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‘Ali**"® Bin Al-Husayn®*"* was asked about the Tawheed (Oneness), so he®*"* said:

‘Allah®" Mighty and Majestic Knows that there would happen to be a people at the
end of times who would be investigating in depth. So Allah®" the Exalted Revealed
[112:1] Say: He Allah is One, and the Verses from Surah Al-Hadeed (Chapter 57)
up to His*" Words [57:6], and He is Aware of what is in the chests. So whoever
aims behind (any more than) that, so he is destroyed’.*®
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‘| asked Al-Reza®"* about the Tawheed (Oneness). So he®*"* said: ‘The one who
recites [112:1] Say: He Allah is One and believes in it, so he has recognised the
Tawheed (Oneness)’. | said, ‘How should one recite it?” He®™" said: ‘Just as the
people are reciting it, and increase in it, ‘Like that is Allah®" my Lord®", like that is
Allah®" my Lord?#” 34
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Chapter 8 — The Forbiddance about speaking regarding the
Qualitative State (how)

,,,,,

‘Abu Abdullah®™"® said: “You can speak regarding the creation of Allah®", but do not
speak regarding Allah®", for the speech regarding Allah®*" does not increase its
owner except with the confusion’.
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And in another report, from Hareyz, ‘(He®™"* said): ‘You can speak regarding
everythlngs but do not be speaking regarding ‘@ <Y the Essence (Self) of
Allah®",
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‘Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘Allah®" Mighty and Majestic is Saying [53:42] And that to
your Lord is the ending. so when the speech (discussion) ends up to Allah®"
(His®" Essence), so hold (stop there and refrain from further comments)’.®
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‘Abu Abdullah®"* said, ‘O Muhammad! Do not cease speaking with the people until
they (start) speaking regarding Allah®". So when you hear that, so be saying, ‘There
is no god except Allah®*", the One Who, there is nothing like Him?*%” 3
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‘Abu Ja'far®"® said: ‘O Ziyad! Beware of the disputes, for these inherit the doubt and

the confiscation of the deeds and would deteriorate its performer, as he may speak

with something, so it would not be Forgiven for him.
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It was so that in the past there were a people who neglected the knowledge what
they had been allocated with and they sought a knowledge which did not restrain
them to the extent that their speech ended up to Allah®". So they got confused to
the extent that the man would be called from in front of him, so he would answer
from behind him, and he would be called from behind him, so he would answer from
in front of him’.
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And in another report, ‘To the extent that they wandered in the earth’.®
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‘I hear Abu Abdullah®"® saying: ‘The one who inquires about Allah®", how He®**" s

(His®" Qualitative State), would be destroyed’.*
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘A king of great splendour
was in a gathering of his and he discussed the Lord*" Blessed and High. So it is not
(even) known where he is’.*
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®®"® having said: ‘Beware of the pondering
regarding Allah®". But whenever you mtend to look into His®" Magnificence, so
look into the Magnificence of His®" creation’.*
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‘Abu Abdullah®*"* said: ‘O son of Adam®! If a bird was to eat your heart, it would not
satiate it, and if a needle was to poke your eye, it would cover (blind) it. You are
intending with these two, to recognise the kingdoms of the skies and the earth? If
you are truthful, so this here is the sun, a creation from the creations of Allah®". So,
if you are able to fill your eyes from it, then it is as you are saying it to be’.*?
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"® having said: ‘A Jew call Sibakht came
over to Rasool-Allah®*" and he said, ‘O Rasool-Allah®**""! | came over to ask you®*""
about your**™ Lord®*". So if you®®" were to answer me about what | am asking
about (fine), or else | will return’. He**""" said: ‘Ask about whatever you so desire to’.
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He said, ‘Where is your®®*" Lord*"?’ He®" is in every place, and He*" is not
enclosed into a thing from the limited place’. He said, ‘And how is He®"1?’ Hes®""
said: ‘And how can I°*" describe mys®" Lord®" with the ‘how’, and the ‘how’ is a
creation, and Allah®" cannot be described by His®" creation’.
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He said, ‘So from where did you come to know that you are a Prophet
Allah®"?’ He (the narrator) said, ‘So there did not remain around him**"" a tree, nor
anything other than that, except that it spoke in clear Arabic language, ‘O Sibakht!
He®**"" is Rasool-Allah®*"""
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So Sibakht said, ‘I have not seen like today, a matter more clear than this’. Then he
said, ‘| testify that there is no god except Allah®®" and yous*"" are a Rasool**"" of
Allah®* 43
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‘| asked Abu Jafar®™"® about something from the characteristics (of Allah®". So
he®"* raised his®**"* hand towards the sky, then said: ‘Exalted is the Compeller!
Exalted is the Compeller! The one who practices (something) else, is destroyed’.**
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Chapter 9 — Regarding the invalidation of sighting
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‘I wrote to Abu Muhammad®"*® asking him®**"®, ‘How can a servant worship his

Lord®" and he does not see Him®%?' So he®"s signed: ‘O Au Yusuf! My**"* Chief,
and my®*"* Master, and the Bestower upon me®*"* and upon my®**** forefathers®"* is
more Majestic than for He?®" to be seen’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘And | asked him*"°, ‘Did Rasool-Allah®*"" see his®*""
Lord®"?" So he®"* S|gned ‘Allah®*" the Blessed and High Showed into the heart of
His®" Rasool*®"", from a Light of His*®*") Magnificence what He?*" Loved to’.*°
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‘Abu Qurra the narrator asked me if | could take him over to Abu Al-Hassan Al-
Reza®"*. So | sought permission for him regarding that and he permitted to me. So |
took him over to him®*"°. So he asked him®*"“® about the Permissible and the
prohibitions and the regulations, until his questions reached to the Tawheed
(Oneness). So Abu Qurra said, ‘We are reporting that Allah®" Distributed the
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Sighting and the Speech between two Prophets®. So He*" Distributed the Speech
to Musa® and for Muhammad®*"", the Sighting’.
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So Abu Al-Hassan®"* said: ‘So who delivered from Allah®" to the two communities
of the Jinn and the human beings [6:103] Visions cannot comprehend Him, (and)
[20:110] and they do not comprehend Him in knowledge, (and) [42:11 nothing
is a likeness of Him? Was it not Muhammad®****?’ He said, ‘Yes'.
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He®*"* said: ‘How can a man come over to the people and he informs them
that he®*"™ has come from Allah®" and that he5®"" is inviting them to Allah®" by the
Command of Allah®", so he*®" is saying [6:103] Visions cannot comprehend
Him, (and) [20:110] and they do not comprehend Him in knowledge, (and)
[42:11 nothing is a likeness of Him, then he**"" would be saying that: “I**"" saw
Him®" with my*®" own eyes and [saww comprehended Him**" in knowledge and
He®" is upon an image of the person’? Are you not ashamed of what would enable
the atheists to pelt with this that he**"" happened to come from the Presence of
Allah®" with something, then he*®" came with the opposite of it from another
aspect?’
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Abu Qurrat said, ‘But He*" is Saying [53:13] And certainly he saw it (meaning
Him®"% in another descent. So Abu Al-Hassan®"s said: ‘It is after the Verse
indicating upon what he®®"" saw where He®®" Says [53:11] The heart did not belie
what it saw. He®" is Saying that the heart of Muhammad*®"" did not belie what

his**"" eyes saw. Then He®" Informed with what he®*"" saw.
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So He*" Said [53:18] He saw of the greatest Signs of his Lord. So the Signs of
Allah®" is other than Allah®", and He*" had Said [20:110] and they do not
comprehend Him in knowledge. So if the visions were to see Him*", so they
would have comprehended Him*" in knowledge, and the recognition would occur’.
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So Abu Qurra said, ‘So you are belying the reports’. So Abu Al-Hassan said:
‘When the reports were in opposition to the Quran, I°*"" would belie these, and what
the Muslims have formed a consensus upon is that [20:110] and they do not
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comprehend Him in knowledge [6:103] Visions cannot comprehend Him, (and)
(and) [42:11 nothing is a likeness of Him’.*°
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‘| wrote to Abu Al-Hassan Al-Reza asking him about the sighting and what is
being reported by the general Muslims and the specific ones (Shias), and asked
him®*"* that he®*"* should explain that to me’.
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So he®" by his®**"* own handwriting: ‘The recognition from an aspect of the sighting
is a necessity. So when it is possible that one sees Allah®" with the eyes, the
necessary recognition would occur. Then that recognition cannot be free from
whether it happens to be with Eman or does not happen to be with Eman.

adm\.@_lyuudbuuﬂumsy‘%wuﬂ\J\J&A\‘EMUDL@\M}J&\ wﬂﬂ\éﬁu&u\ﬁ
285 5 al ‘J)-'elae—"ﬁ e B 8 8 &

So if it was so that the recognition from the aspect of the sighting was Eman, then
the recognition which is in the house of the world from the aspect of the attaining
would not be with Eman, because it is opposite to it. Thus, there would not happen to
be a (single) Momin because they are not seeing Allah®", Mighty is His®*" Mention.
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And if that recognition which was from the aspect of the sighting does not happen to
be Eman, then these recognitions which are attained from the aspect of the attaining
would not be free from declining (in the world) and not declining in the Hereafter. So
this is the evidence upon the fact that Allah®" Mighty and Majestic cannot be seen
with the eyes, when the eye (sighting) would lead to what we®"* have described’.*’
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‘| wrote to Abu Al-Hassan®"*® the 3" asking him®"* about the sighting and what the
people are differing in with regards to it. So he®"* wrote: ‘The sighting is not allowed
(possible) for as long as there does not happen to be an atmosphere between the
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seeing and the seen, carrying the vision. So when the atmosphere is cut off from the
seeing and the seen, the sighting would not be valid and there would be the similarity
in that because the seer, when he is equal to the seen in the cause, it would obligate
between the two with regards to the sighting, the obligation of the similarity, and that
is the similarity because the causes, it is inevitable from these to be related with the
effects’.*®
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‘| was present with Abu Ja’far®>™> and a man from the Kharijites came over to him
and said to him, ‘O Abu Ja’far®"*! Which thing do you®"* worship?’ He*"* said:
‘Allah®"l the Exalted’. He said, ‘Have you®"*® seen Him®**"?" He**"* said: ‘But, the
eyes cannot see Him*™" with the visualizing of the visions, but the hearts seen
Him®" by the realities of the Eman. He®*" cannot be recognised by the analogies,
nor can He®" be realised by the sensory perceptions, nor can He®" be resembled
with the people. He®" is Described in the Verses (of the Quran), recognised by the
Signs. He®® is not tyrannous in His®*" Judgments. That is Allah®". There is no god
except Him®",
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He (the narrator) said, ‘So the man went out and he was saying, ‘[6:124] Allah best
knows where He Places His Message’.*°
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘A Rabbi came over to
Amir Al-Momineen®"* and he said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen®"*! Do you®™"* see
your®"® Lord®*" when you®"* worship Him*"?" So he*"* said: ‘Woe be unto you!
1°*"* have never worshipped a Lord*" I**** do not see’. He said, ‘And how do you®"*
see Him*"?' He®™"* said: ‘Woe be unto you! The eyes cannot envisage Him*" in
the viewing of the sights. But, the hearts see Him**" by the realities of the Eman’.>°
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘| discussed with Abu
Abdullah®*"* regarding what they (reporters) are reporting of the sighting. So he®"*
said: “The sun is a one part from the seventy of the light of the Chair (@uﬂ\) and the
Chair (L,.,-u)ﬂ\) is one part of seventy parts from the Light of the Throne (u»yi\) and the
Throne ( g»uﬂ‘) is one part from seventy parts from the Light of the Veil, and the Veil
is one part from the seventy part from the Light of the Curtain. So if they were

truthful, so let them be filling their eyes from the sun where there is no cloud under
it’.51
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Al-Hassan Al-Reza®"* having said: ‘Rasool-
Allah®®" said: ‘When I°*" was ascended to the sky, Jibraeel® reached with me®®""
to a place which Jibraeel® had not trodden upon at all’. So it was uncovered for
hims™ and Allah®" Showed him*®™", from the Light of His®®" magnificence,
whatever He®*" so Loved to’.>
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"® regarding His*" Words [6:103]
Visions cannot comprehend Him. He*"* said: ‘The grasping of the imaginations.
Do you not see His®" Words [6:104] There has come to you Insight from your
Lord? It does not Mean the insight of the eyes whoever will therefore see, it is for
his own soul, it does not Mean the visualising with his eyes and whoever will be
blind, it shall be against himself, it does not mean the blindness of the eyes. But
rather, it Means the grasp of the imagination, just as it is said, ‘So and so has insight
in the poetry, and so and so has insight in the understanding, and so and so has
insight in the Dirhams, and so and so has insight in the clothes’. Allah®" is more
Magnificent than that He**" should be seen with the eye’.>®
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asws asws

(It has been narrated) from Abu Al-Hassan Al-Reza™"™, said, ‘| asked him®™ about
Allah®", can He®*" be described?’ So he®"* said: ‘Did you not read the Words of
the Exalted [6:103] Visions cannot comprehend Him, and He Comprehends (all)
visions?’ | said, ‘Yes'. He®*"® said: ‘So are you recognising the ‘visions’?’ | said,
‘Yes’. He®™"* said: ‘What are these?’ | said, ‘Visions of the eyes’. So he®*"* said: ‘The
imaginations of the hearts are greater than the visions of the eyes. So He*" is such
that the imaginations cannot comprehend Him®" and He®*" Comprehends the
imaginations (of the creatures)’.>*
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‘I said to Abu Jafar®®"*, ‘(What about the Verse) [6:103] Visions cannot
comprehend Him, and He Comprehends (all) visions?’. So he®™"* said: ‘O Abu
Hashim! Imaginations of the hearts are more sharper than the visions of the eyes.
You have realised by your imaginations, Al-Sind, and Al-Hind, and the countries
which you have not entered into nor seen with your vision, and the imaginations of
the heart cannot comprehend Him®", so how could the visions of the eyes?’>®

JUN‘}Uﬂ‘}ﬂhwfhy‘d)my@s¢mwdUeSQ‘u-'em&M\Am‘uauuﬂ@‘u‘:e-*ﬁ‘}‘u-'&f—
LA Y S A L DY Al DY 5 aadl W03 gl 855 e &153) Gl &)

‘The things, all of them cannot be comprehended except by two matters — by the
sensory perceptions and the heart; and the senses are such that their realisation is
based upon three aids — realisation by the penetration, and realisation by the
touching, and realisation without a penetration or a touch.
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So, as for the realisation which is by the penetration, so it is the sounds, and the
smells, and the tastes. And as for the realisation by the touching, so it is the
recognition of the shapes, from the square and the triangle, and recognition of the
softness and the hardness, and the heat, and the cold. And as for the realisation
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without touching nor penetration, so it is the visualising, for it realises the things
without touching or penetrating in a space other than it, and not in its own space.
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And the realisation of the vision, for it there is a way and a cause. So its way is the
atmosphere and its cause is the illumination. So when it was such that the way was
continuous between it and the seen (object), and the cause existed, one would
realise what one faces from the colour and the persons. So when the vision is
carried upon what there is no way for it, it would return with a returning, so it would
tell one what is behind him.

Like the beholder in the mirror, his vision does not go through the mirror. So when
there does not happen to be a way for it, it returns with a returning, telling what is
behind him. And similar to that is the beholder in the clear water, it returns with a
returning, so it tells what is behind him, where there is no way for it, with regards to
the penetration of his vision’.
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So, as for the heart, so rather its authority is upon the atmosphere. So one realises
the entirety of whatever is in the whims, and imagine it. So when the heart is carried
upon what is not in the whims which exists, it would return with a returning, so it
would tell of what is in the whims. Therefore, it is not befitting for the intellectual that
he carries his heart upon what there is no existence of in the whims, from the matter
of the Tawheed (Oneness) of Majestic Allah®" and Mighty. So if he does that, he
would not imagine anything except what is existent in the desires, just as we®"* are
saying regarding the matter of the visualisation of Allah®*"¥ that He®®" resembles

His®Y creatures’.’
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Chapter 10 — The Forbiddance from describing with other than what
He®*" has Described Himself**" with
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‘| wrote (a letter) upon the hands of Abdul Malik Bin Ayn to Abu Abdullah®"®, that a
group of people in Al-Iraq are describing Allah®™" with the image and with the lines.
So, what is your®"* view, may Allah®*" Make me to be sacrificed for you®"®, write it
to me with the correct doctrine of the Tawheed (Oneness)’.

So he®™" wrote to me: ‘You asked, may Allah®" have Mercy on you, about the
Tawheed (Oneness) and it being indoctrinate in front of you about Him®", Exalted is
Allah®" Who, there is nothing like Him*", and He®*" is the Hearing, the Seeing,
Exalted from what describers are describing, resembling Allah®" with His®"
creatures, the forgers (of lies) upon Allah®",
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So know, may Allah®*" have Mercy on you, that the correct doctrine regarding the
Tawheed (Oneness) what the Quran Revealed with from the Attributes of Allah®*"
Majestic and Mighty. So turn away from the invalidations and the resemblances
about Allah®®" the Exalted and neither negate nor give resemblance. He®™" is
Allah®"| the Proved, the Existing. Exalted is Allah®" from what the describers are
describing, and do not neglect the Quran, for you would be going astray after the
clarification’.>”
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‘Ali**"® Bin Al-Husayn®"® said to me: ‘O Abu Hamza! Allah®*" cannot be described
by the limitations. Our Lord®" is greater than the attributes, so how can one
described by limitations the One®" Who cannot be limited, and the [6:103] Visions
cannot comprehend Him, and He Comprehends (all) visions, and He®®" is
Aware of the subtleties, the All-Knowing?’.>®
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‘We went over to Abu Al-Hassan Al-Reza®™" and we both told him®"* that
Muhammad®®"" saw his**"" Lord*" in an image of a young man of approximately
thirty years of age, and we said that Hisham Bin Alim and Sahib Al Taq and Al
Maysami are saying that He®" is hollow to the navel and the rest is ‘Samad’ (Not
hollow)’.
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So he®™" fell prostrating to Allah®", then said: ‘Glory be to You®"! They do not
recognise You®", nor are they (acknowledging) Your®" Oneness, therefore due to
that, they are describing You®" (as such). Glory be to You®"! Had they recognised
You®™, they would have described You®" with what You®" have Described
Yourself*" with. Glory be to You®"! How are they obliging themselves that they are
resembling You®™" with others. O Allah®"I 12" do not describe You®" except with
what You®™" Described Yourself**" with, nor do 1*"° resemble You®" with Your®*"
creatures. You®™" are the Rightful of every goodness, therefore do not Make me®"
to be from the unjust people’.

asws

Then he®*"* turned around towards us, and he®*"* said: ‘Whatever you are imagining
from a thing, so imagine Allah®" to be other than it’.
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Then He®" Said: ‘We®*"*, the Progeny®"* of Muhammad®*"" are of the median
classification which neither can the exaggerator catch-up with us®"® nor do the
followers precede us®"®. O Muhammad! (You are saying that) Rasool-Allah®"",
when he**" looked at the Magnificence of his®*"" Lord®**", He**" was in a body of a
youth of approximately thirty years of age. O Muhammad! My*"* Lord*" Mighty
and Majestic is Greater than He®*" would happen to be in a description of the
creatures’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘I said, ‘May | be sacrificed for you®"*! Who was it, whose leg
was in green?’ He®"* said: ‘Muhammad®"", when he®*"" looked at his**""" Lord®*"
with his®®"" heart, He**"" was Made to be in Light similar to the Light of the Veils, to
the extent that is was clear to him®*"* what was in the Veils. The Light of Allah®",
from it is green, and from it is red, and from it is white, and from it is other than that.
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O Muhammad! Whatever the Book (Quran) testifies for HIm*™, so we are the

speakers with it’.>°
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(It has been narrated) from Ali**** Bin Al-Husayn®"* having said: ‘If the inhabitants of
the sky and the earth were to gather together in describing Allah®®" by His®"
Magnificence, they would not be able to’.%°
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‘| wrote to the man®"* that the ones before us from the ones in your®"* Wilayah are

differing regarding the Tawheed. So, from them is one who is saying, ‘A body’, and
from them is one who is saying, ‘An Image”. So he®"® wrote in his®**"® own
handwriting: ‘Glorious is the One®" Who cannot be limited, nor can He®" be
described. There is nothing like Him®", and He®" is the Hearing, the All-Knowing'.
Or he®"* said: ‘All-Seeing”.%*
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‘Abu Al-Hassan Musa®"® Bin Ja’far™"* wrote to my father: ‘Allah®*" is more Exalted,
and more Majestic, and more Magnificent than that His®" Description be reached.
Therefore, described Him®" with what He*" has Described Himself®" with, and

refrain from whatever is besides that’.?
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asws

‘| asked Abu Al-Hassan®"* about something from the Attributes. So he®*"* said: ‘Do

not exceed what is in the Quran’.®®
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‘I wrote to him?*"®

(Oneness). So he

He®®" be described. There is nothing like Him
y 64

that the ones before us are differing regarding the Tawheed
&% wrote: ‘Glorious is the One®" Who cannot be limited, nor can
M and He*" is the Hearing, the

Seeing’.
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‘| wrote to the man that the ones before us are differing regarding the Tawheed.
So, from them is one who is saying, ‘He**" is a body’, and from them is one who is
saying, ‘He®" is an image”. So he®™" wrote to me: ‘Glorious is the One®" Who can
neither be limited, nor can He®*" be described, nor can He®™" be resembled with
anything, and there is nothing Like Him**", and He®" is the Hearing, the Seeing’.®
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‘I wrote to Abu Muhammad®"* in the year two hundred and fifty five, ‘My Chief®"*!
Our companions have differed regarding the Tawheed (Oneness). From them is one
who is saying, ‘He®**" is a body’, and from them is one who is saying, ‘He®*" is an
image’. So what is your®®"* view, O my Chief®**"*, if you®*"* could teach me from that,
what | could pause upon and not exceed it. If you®"* do it, it would be a prolonged
favour upon your®"* servant’.
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So he*"™ signed in his®**"® own handwriting: ‘You asked about the Tawheed
(Oneness), and this is distant from you all. Allah®" is One, First. He®" neither begot
nor is He®*" begotten and there does not happen to be a match for Him®". He®*" s
the Creator and is not created. He®®", Blessed and High, Creates whatever He®" so
Desires to from the bodies, and other than that, and He®*" is not with a body; and
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He®*" Makes images, whatever He®*" so Desires to and He*" is not with an image.
Majesic is His**" Laudation, and Holy are His®*" Names. If there happens to be a
resemblance of Him*", it would be for other than Him®*". There is nothing like
Him®", and He®" is the Hearing, the Seeing’.®®
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah®"® saying that Allah®" cannot be described, and how can one
describe and He®" has Said in His®" Book [6:91] And they do not appreciate
Allah with the appreciation that is due to Him. Thus, He®" would not be
described with an appreciation except that He®*" would be greater than that’.®’
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘Allah®" is Magnificent,
Lofty. The servants have no ability upon describing Him®*", nor would they reach
His®" Magnificence [6:103] Visions cannot comprehend Him, and He
Comprehends (all) visions, and He®" is Aware of the subtleties, the Aware and
He*" can neither be described by the ‘how’, nor ‘where’; and ‘where’ and ‘how’
described Him*" with the Qualitative State, and He®™" is the One*" Who Originated
the ‘how’ until ‘how’ came to be. So the ‘how’ was recognised by what it was
Originated for us from the Qualitative State.
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Or, how can I°® describe Him®*" with ‘where’, and He®®" is the One®* Who
Originated the ‘where’ until ‘where’ came to be. So the ‘where’ is recognised with
what it was Originated for us from the ‘where’.
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Of how can 1" describe Him®"* with a position, and He®" is the One®*" Who

Originated the position, until ‘position’ came to be. So the ‘position’ is recognised
with that it was Originated for us from the ‘position’.
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So, Allah®®" Blessed and High is included in every place, and outside from
everything. [6:103] Visions cannot comprehend Him, and He Comprehends (all)
visions. There is no god except Allah®". He*" is the Exalted, the Magnificent, and

He®" is Aware of the subtleties, the Aware’.®®
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