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CHAPTER 31
LUQMAN"®
(34 VERSES)
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®*"* having said: ‘The one who recites Surah
Lugman® (31) during every night, Allah®" would Allocate to it in his night, Angels
who would be Protecting him from Iblees™® and his®® army until the morning. So if he
recites it in the day, they do not cease Protecting him from Iblees™ and his™® army
until the evening’.!
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It has been reported from the Prophet®*"": ‘The one who recites this Chapter (31),
Lugman® (Prophet) would be his friend on the Day of Judgement, and he would be
Given ten times the Rewards of the one who enjoins the doing of good and
forbidding the evil. And the one who writes it, and makes to drink (its water) the one
who has an illness in his stomach, it would go away from him. And the one who was
bleeding, man or a woman, and attaches it to the place of the bleeding, it would stop,
by the Permission of Allah®**" 2
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And Al-Sadig®"*® said: ‘The one who writes it for a man or a woman suffering from
stomach pains, or an illness from the illnesses, it would receded, and he would be
secure from the fever, and every harm would go away from him by the Permission of
Allah®"? 3
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VERSES 1-5

DJAYL\ MJ DLSJS\ G sall & gadd) u.\-ﬁ\ {3} u.uu;dl A.AAJJ LgAA {2} e.nSa.“ c_aL.lSS\ c_aLx\ ats {1} ?.“
{5} CsALEAl 2h ilgl 55015 Ga o 8 alsl (4} Golis b

[31:1] Alif Lam Meem [31:2] These are Verses of the Book of the Wise [31:3] A
Guidance and a Mercy for the doers of goodness [31:4] Those who establish
the Prayer and give the Zakat and they are certain of the Hereafter [31:5] These
are upon a Guidance from their Lord, and these are they who are successful
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Al-Sadig®"® said: ‘The ‘Alif’ is a letter from the letters of yours saying ‘Allah’®*"
evidences over your saying ‘Allah’®*", And the evidence by ‘Laam’ over your saying
— The Magnificent King, the Omnipotent, Creator of all. And the evidence by ‘Meem’
— He® is The Glorious, The Benevolent, The Praised One in all His**" affairs.*
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(It has been narrated) from Al-Sadiq in a lengthy Hadeeth in which he said:
‘As for the ‘Alif Laam Meem’ in the beginning of Al-Bagarah (Chapter 2), its

meaning is ‘1°* Allah®®" the King’.>
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"®, said: ‘The "Alif Laam Meem" is a
letter from the letters of the Magnificent Name of Allah®", abbreviated in the Quran,
which the Prophet®®"" and the Imam®"* composed in the Quran. So if they®"®
supplicate by it, it is Answered’.°
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And it has been reported from Abu Is’haqg Al-Sa’alby in his commentary from Ali®"®
Bin Musa Al-Reza®"* that a questioner asked Ja’far®*"* Ion Muhammad Al-Sadig®*"*
about His®™" Words "Alif Laam Meem". He*"* said: ‘In "Alif" are six Attributes from
the Attributes of Allah®" the Mighty and Majestic.

Tafseer Imam Hassan Al Askari®®"® — S 33
Tafseer Noor Al Thagalayn CH2 -H 4
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The "Beginning" (+'s:Y1) — Allah®" Initiated the whole of the creation and "Alif" is the
initial letter.

3 A sise CaNI g ¢ yila e ol 5ed " ol SN "

The "Straight" (s 531 — He®" is Just and is not unfair, and "Alif" is straight in itself.
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The "Alone" (+_&%) — Allah®" is Alone and "Alif" is alone.
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The "Connection" (4L 3lall Juail) — The creatures are Connected with Allah®" and
Allah®" is not connected to the creatures, and all of them are in need of Him*" and
He*" is Independent of them. The "Alif" as well is not connected with the other
letters whereas the other letters are connected by it.
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The "Cut off" — And He®" is cut-off from the others (and "Alif" is cut off from the
others).
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The "Joiner" - And Allah®" the High is the Source of the attachment between His*"
creatures, and its Meaning is “Harmonious” So, just as Allah®" Mighty and Majestic
is the reason for the Harmony of the creatures, similar to that "Alif" is the reason for
the harmonious joining of the letters, and it is the reason of its beginning’.”
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When Abu Dharr® came to Rasool-Allah®*"" Rasool-Allah®*"" said to him®: ‘O Abu
Dharr®! You® are the best in obedience to Allah®*", and so Allah®*" has Made (this
lion) subservient to you® and it restrained from you® in the valley. You® are from the
best of those whom Allah®" Mighty and Majestic has Praised by [31:4] Those who
establish the Prayer’.®
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The Imam Hassan Al-Askari®*"® said: ‘As for the Zakat, Rasool-Allah®**"" said: One
who pays Zakat to its deserving ones, and performs Salat as per its limits, and does
not invalidate them with any of his actions, then he will appear on the Day of
Judgement in a state which the others will covet, and the breeze of Paradise will
elevate him to the high places to the presence of those who were in the Wilayah of
Muhammad®>*"" and his***" Goodly and Purified Progeny®"*.’
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And the one who is miserly in the payment of Zakat but fulfills his Salat, so his Salat
remain captive in the sky until such time as his Zakat comes over’.’
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A person asked: ‘O Rasool-Allah®*""'! Who are the deserving recipients of Zakat?’
He®®"" said: ‘The weak among the Shias of Muhammad®®"" and his**"" (pure)
progeny®"* and not all of them. One who has the strong vision and good
understanding of keeping friendship with the friends and staying away from their®"®
enemies, they are their brethren in religion. As for the past, from the fathers and

mothers of the adversaries, neither give them Zakat nor charity.
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This is because those who love us®"® and our Shiah, are like one body and it is
forbidden on our®®"® group (descendants) to be recipients of Zakat and Sadaqgah.
But, whatever that you give to your fellow brothers of good insight is higher than
Zakat and charity, for would one of you like to wash his body and then put the filth on
the body of a brother believer?
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The filth of the sins is greater than the filth of the body; so do not put this on your
brother believer. And so do not give your charity and Zakat to the stubborn
adversaries of the Family of Muhammad®*"", and the friends of their®*"* enemies, for
it will be like stealing from the campus of our Lord®" and my camp®*"".’ He said: ‘O
Rasool-Allah®®"™! What about the weak ones from our ignorant adversaries, who
neither have the insight of going against us®** nor have our®"* enmity?’ He**"" said:
‘If it is money, then give less than one Dirham and if it is bread, then less than one.’*°

° Tafseer Imam Hassan Al Askari®*"*— S 39
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The Imam Hassan Al-Askari®®"* said: ‘They are certain of the House of the Hereafter
after this world and do not doubt that World in which they will be Recompensed for
their good deeds would be more than what they have earned from them, and will
only be punished for the sins to the extent to which they had committed them.’**

VERSES 6 & 7
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[31:6] And from the people is one who buys amusing discourse to lead astray
from Allah’s Way without knowledge, and to take it for a mockery; these shall
have an abasing Punishment [31:7] And when Our Verses are recited to him,
he turns back arrogantly, as if he had not heard them, as though in his ears
was a heaviness, therefore announce to him a painful Punishment [31:8] (As
for) those who believe and do good, they shall surely have Gardens of Bliss
[31:9] Abiding in them; the Promise of Allah is True, and He is the Mighty, the
Wise
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Abu Baseer says, ‘| asked Abu Ja'far**"* about the earnings of the singers, so he®"*

said: ‘That which the man enters into, it is Prohibited (for a man to earn from
singing), but that which invites to the wedding (among ladies, a lady singer), there is
no problem with it, and these are the Words of Allah®" Mighty and Majestic [31:6]
And from the people is one who buys amusing discourse to lead astray from
Allah’s Way without knowledge’.*?
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‘I heard Abu Ja'far®" saying: ‘The singing is from what Allah®" Mighty and Majestic
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has Prepared the Fire for'. And he recited this Verse [31:6] And from the people
is one who buys amusing discourse to lead astray from Allah’s Way without
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knowledge, and to take it for a mockery; these shall have an abasing
Punishment’.*3
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah®"* saying: ‘The singing is from what Allah®" Says [31:6] And
from the people is one who buys amusing discourse to lead astray from
Allah’s Way **
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‘Rasool-Allah®*"" said: ‘It is not Permissible to teach the singing, not buying them,
nor selling them, nor the business regarding them, and their pricing is Prohibited.
And this verse was not Revealed unto me®**"" except for the like of this talk [31:6]
And from the people is one who buys amusing discourse to lead astray from
Allah’s Way'.
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Then he*®" said: ‘By the One®" Who Sent meS®"™ with the Truth, a man does not
raise his voice with the singing except that Allah®" the High Sends two devils during
that — one upon this shoulder, and one upon that shoulder, both striking with their
two feet upon his chest, until he becomes quiet’.*

VERSES 8- 11
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[31:10] He created the skies without pillars as you see them, and put
mountains upon the earth lest it might shake with you, and He Spread in it
animals of every kind; and We Sent down water from the cloud, then Caused to
grow therein (vegetation) of every noble kind [31:11] This is Allah’s creation,
so show Me what those besides Him have created. But, the unjust are in
manifest error
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Ali Bin Ibrahim said, ‘My father narrated to me, from Al-Husayn Bin Khalid,
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‘| asked from Abu Al-Hassan Al-Reza Inform me about the Words of Alla
Mighty and Majestic [51:7] | swear by the sky full of ways’. He**"* said: ‘Linked to
the earth’ — and clasped his®*"* fingers together. So | said, ‘How can it become linked
to the earth, and Allah®" is Saying [13:2] Allah is He Who raised the skies
without any pillars that you see?’ So he®"* said: ‘Glory be to Allah®"! Is Allah®*
not Saying without any pillars that you see?’ | said, ‘Yes’. So he®"* said: ‘Then
there are pillars, but you cannot see them’.
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| said, ‘May | be sacrificed for you®®"*, how is that?’ He®**"* extended his**"* left hand
and placed his®*"* right hand upon it and said: ‘This is the ground of the world, and
the sky of the world, above which is a dome. And the second earth is above the sky
of the world, and there is a dome above the second sky. And the third earth is above
the second sky, and there is a dome above the third sky. And the fourth earth is
above the third sky, and there is a dome above the fourth sky. And the fifth earth is
above the fourth sky, and there is a dome above the fifth sky. And the sixth earth is
above the fifth sky, and there is a dome above the sixth sky. And the seventh earth is
above the sixth sky, and there is a dome above the seventh sky.
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And the Throne of the Beneficent, Blessed and high is above the seventh sky, and
these are the Words of Allah®" Mighty and Majestic [65:12] Allah is He Who
Created seven skies, (in layers) and of the earth the like of them the Command
continues to descend among them. So as for the Master of the Command, so it is
Rasool-Allah®®"", and the successor®*"* after Rasool-Allah®*"", established upon the
face of the earth. So the Command Descends upon him®"* from above the sky of
the (seven) skies and the (seven) earths (firmaments). | said, ‘So what is
underneath us except for one earth?’ So he®"* said: ‘There is nothing underneath us
except for one earth, and the six of these are above it’.*
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VERSES 12 & 13
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[31:12] And We Gave the Wisdom to Lugman, to be grateful to Allah. And
whoever is grateful, he is only grateful for his own soul; and whoever is
ungrateful, then surely Allah is Self-sufficient, Praised [31:13] And when
Lugman said to his son and he was advising him: O my son! Do not associate
with Allah; the Polytheism is a grievous injustice
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‘Abu Al-Hassan Musa®*"® Bin Ja'far®*"* said to me: [31:12] And We Gave the
Wisdom to Lugman — the understanding and the intellect’.!’
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Once, | said to Abu Abdullah®"s, ‘May | be sacrificed for you®"s, (what about) His®*"
Words [31:12] And We Gave the Wisdom to Lugman?’ He®"* said: ‘Gave the

asws 18

recognition of the Imam®** of his® era (4 skl 48 y=s) ‘.
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‘| asked from Abu Abdullah®"® ‘What was in the will of Lugman®?’ The Imam®"*
replied: ‘There were wonders in it, and a wonder from what was in it was what he®
said to his® son: ‘Fear Allah®*" Mighty and Majestic with such a fear that if you had
come with all the good of the Sagalayn (all the Jinn and the Human beings) He®"
would Punish you; and hope in Allah®" with such a hope that if you had come with
all the sins of the Sagalayn (all the Jinn and the Human beings), He**" would be
Merciful to you’.
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Then Abu Abdullah®"® said: ‘My**"® father®"® used to say: ‘There is no believing
servant except that there are in his heart, two lights — A light of fear, and a light of
hope. Iligyou were to weight this one, it would not exceed the weight of this one (the
other)'.
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Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, from Al-Qasim Bin Muhammad, and Ali Bin Muhammad Al-Qasany,
from Suleyman Bin Dawood, from Hammaad Bin Isa, who has narrated the following:

Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘Lugman® advised his® son: ‘O my® son! Travel with
your sword, and your slippers, and your turban, and your tent, and your water
container, and your needle, and your threads, and your shoe-repair kit, and your
provision of medicines, which are beneficial for you and the ones who are with you.
And be in harmony with your companion except if it is in the disobedience to Allah®"
Mighty and Majestic’.?
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Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, from Al-Qasim Bin Muhammad, from Suleyman Bin Dawood Al-
Mungary, from Hammaad, who has narrated the following:

Abu Abdullah®"* has said; ‘Lugman® said to his® son: ‘Whenever you travel with a
group, take a lot of advice about them for your affairs and their affairs, and smile
frequently in their faces, and be generous with your provisions. And if they call you,
respond to them, and if they seek your support, help them. And be overcome them
with three things — the length of silence, and the frequency of the Prayer, and
generosity of the self with whatever is with you from the animal, or wealth, or
provisions.
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And if they ask you to testify to ‘G2l the truth, so testify for it, and exhaust your
opinion for them if they consult you. Then do not advise them until you are sure
about it and reconsider it, and do not answer in your advice until you stand regarding
it, and sit, and sleep, and eat, and Pray, and you are utilising your thoughts and your
wisdom with regards to your advice. So the one who does not refine his advice for
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the one who consulted him, Allah®*" Crucifies his opinion, and Removes from him
the trust.
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And if you see your companions walking, so you should walk with them, and if you
see them doing something, so do it with them, and if they give charity and give a
loan, so give with them. And listen to the one who is older than you in age, and if he
orders you and asks you, so say, Yes’, and do not say, ‘No’, for the ‘No’ is a fault and
blameable. And if you are confused regarding your road, so stop and encamp, and if
you are in doubt regarding the intended course, pause and plan.
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And if you see one person, do not ask him about your direction of road, and do not
heed his guidance, for the one person |n the wild is suspect for he could be an eye
for the thieves, or he could be the Satan' who confused you. And be cautious of two
persons as well, unless you can see what 1*° don't, for the intellectual, when he sees
something with his own eyes recognises the truth from it, and the witness can see
what the absentee does not.
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O my son! And when the time of Salat comes up, so do not delay it for anything, and
offer Salaat and seek comfort from it for it is the Religion. And Pray in congregation
even if there is pushing upon the head. And do not sleep upon your animal for that is
injurious to its back, and that is not from the actions of the wise except if you are in a
carriage and it is possible for you to stretch your joints.
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And when you come close to the destination, so descend from your animal and
begin by feeding it before yourself. And when you intend to encamp, so it is upon
you to remain in a land, which is good in colour, soft in soil, and abundance of grass.
And if you encamp, so Pray two cycles before you sit down. And if you intend to fulfill
your need (toilet), go far away. And when you embark (upon your journey) Pray two
cycles, and say farewell to the land on which you spent time, and send greetings of
peace upon it and upon its people, because for every patch of land has its
inhabitants from the Angels.
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If you are able to, do not eat food until you begin by giving charity from it, so do it.
And it is upon you to recite the Book of Allah®" Mighty and Majestic as long as you
are riding. And it is upon you for the Glorification for as long as you are working. And
it is upon you to supplicate for as long as you are alone. And beware of travelling in
the first part of the night. And it is upon you to travel from the middle of the night to
its end. And beware of raising your voice during your travel’.?*

VERSES 14 & 15
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[31:14] And We have enjoined the human in respect of his parents - his mother
bears him with weakness upon weakness and his weaning is during two years
- Saying: Be grateful to Me and to both your parents; to Me is the eventual
journey [31:15] And if they contend with you that you should associate with Me
what you have no knowledge of, do not obey the two of them, and keep
company with the two of them in the world kindly, and follow the way of him
who turns to Me, then to Me is your return, then | shall Inform you of what you
had been doing
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And from the Prophet®" having said: ‘I®®"" and Ali**"° and two fathers of this
community’.?
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| heard Abu Abdullah®"® saying: ‘Rasool-Allah®**"" is one of the two parents’. He
said, ‘I said, ‘And the other?’ He®"s said: ‘He®™"S is Ali*"S Bin Abu Talib®"s’ %
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‘Amir-ul-Momineen®"* was asked about the Words of the High [31:14] Be grateful
to Me and to both your parents; to Me is the eventual journey, so he®*"* said:
‘The two parent for whom Allah®*" has more than Obligated the appreciation are the
two who gave birth to the Knowledge, and bequeathed the Wisdom. And He®*"
Commanded the people to be obedient to these two, then Allah®" Said to Me is the
eventual journey. So the journey of the servants is to Allah®", and Evidenced upon
that. Then He®**" Turned the Speech towards Ali Bin Hantana and his companion, so
He®™" Said in general (terms) as well as particular [31:15] And if they contend with
you that you should associate with Me, He*" is Speaking regarding the
successor®®"*, and if they modify about the one®"* who has been Commanded to be
obeyed do not obey the two of them, and do not listen to their speech.
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Then He®®" Turned the Speech towards the two parents, so He®*" Said and keep
company with the two of them in the world kindly. He®®" is saying: “Introduce the
virtues of these two®"* to the people, and call to the way of these two®"*, and these
are His™" Words and follow the way of him who turns to Me, then to Me is your
return, so he®™" said: ‘To Allah®" then to us®™". So fear Allah®*" and do not
disobey the two parents, for in their®"* pleasure is the Pleasure of Allah®*", and in
their anger is the Anger of Allah®"" 24
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‘| witnessed Jabir Al-Ju’fy in the presence of Abu Ja’far and he

that Rasool-Allah®*"" and Ali**"* are the two parents.

was narrating
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Abdullah Bin Suleyman said, ‘And | heard Abu Ja'far®™®"® saying: ‘It was from us®"®

that the Khums was made permissible, and it was from us®"* that the Truth came,
and it was from us®"* that it was ratified, and for us®*"* is the cordiality in the Book of
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Allah®® Mighty and Majestic. And Ali*"® and Rasool-Allah®®" are the two parents,
and Allah®" Commanded the descendants of these two®"®, for the appreciation to
these two®"> %
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‘I came up to Abu Ja'far®™™, so he®™™ said: ‘Do you not know that Al is one of the
two parents for whom Allah®" Mighty and Majestic Says [31:14] Be grateful to Me
and to both your parents?’
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Zurara said, ‘I never knew, which Verse is it - the one which is in (Surah) Banu
Israeel (Chapter 17) or in (Surah) Lugman® (Chapter 31) — so | judged that | should
have it proved. So | came up to Abu Ja'far®"®, and was alone with him®**"*. | said,
‘May | be sacrificed for you®"°! Abdul Wahid came with a Hadeeth’. He**"* said,;
‘Yes'. | said, ‘Which Verse is it, that which is in (Surah) Lugman®, or that which is in

(Surah) Banu Israeel?’ So he®™" said: ‘That which is in (Surah) Lugman®®’.?
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‘When Ibn Muljim" struck Amir-ul-Momineen Ali*" Bin Abu Talib®"*, a number of us
came to him — |, and Al-Haaris, and Suweyd Bin Gaflat, and a group from us. So we
sat at the door. We heard the crying, and we wept as well. So Al-Hassan®"* Bin
Ali**"® came out and said: ‘Amir-ul-Momineen®"* is saying to you all, that you should
leave to go to your houses’.
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So the people, apart from me, left. The crying intensified from his®"* house, so |
cried as well, and Al-Hassan®"* came out and said: ‘Did I**** not tell you to leave?’
So | said, ‘No, by Allah®" — O son®"* of Rasool-Allah®*"" — my self (conscience)
does not let me, nor will my feet carry me to leave until | see Amir-ul-Momineen®"*'. |
cried, and he®"® went in, and soon afterwards, he®**"* came out and said to me:
‘Enter’. So | came up to Amir-ul-Momineen®"®,
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He®™" was bandaged by a yellow turban upon his®**"® head. He*®"® had been
bleeding and his®*"* face had turned pale (to such an extent) that | could not make
out whether his®"* face was more yellow or the turban. So | cried out at him®*"*,
said to me: ‘Do not cry, O Asbagh, for by Allah®",

asws I
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kissed him and cried, so he
the Paradise is for you'.
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So | said to him®"*, ‘May | be sacrificed for you®*"*! By Allah®", | know very well that
you®"® are going to the Paradise, but rather, | am crying due to the separation from
you®"®, O Amir-ul-Momineen®"*, may | be sacrificed for you®"*, narrated to me a
Hadeeth you®"* heard from Rasool-Allah®*"", for | can see that | will not hear from

you®*"* a Hadeeth after this day, ever’.
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He*"* said: ‘Yes, O Asbagh! Rasool-Allah®*"" called me®**"* one day, so he
to me®": ‘O Ali*"™1 Go until you **** come to my**"" Masjid, then ascend my**"
Pulpit. Then call the people to you®"®, Praise Allah®" the High and Extoll Him®*",
and send a lot of blessings upon me**", then say: ‘O you people! 1" am a
messenger of Rasool-Allah®®"™" to you all, and he**"" is saying to you: ‘The Curse of
Allah®", and the Curses of the Angels of Proximity, and His®*" Mursil Prophets®,
and my*®™" curse is upon the one who claims to other than his father, or called to
another master, or is unjust to a wage earner’.
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So 1" came to his®®"" Masjid, and ascended upon his**"" Pulpit. So when the
Qureysh saw me®"®, and the ones who were in the Masjid came near me*"®, so
1%"* Praised Allah®" and Extolled Him*", and sent blessings upon Rasool-
Allah®*"™ numerous blessings, then 1°°" said: ‘O you people! I**** am a messenger
of Rasool-Allah®*"" to you, and he**"" is saying to you: ‘The Curse of Allah®", and
the curses of the Angels of Proximity, and of His**" Mursil Prophets®, and my**""
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curse is upon the one who claims to other than his father, or called to another
master, or is unjust to a wage earner’.
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So no one from the people spoke except for Umar Bin Al-Khattab, who said, ‘It has
reached us — O Abu Al-Hassan®"* — but you®"* have come with a speech without
explanation’. So 1" said: ‘I**"™ shall make that reach Rasool-Allah®®"", So [#%¢
returned to the Prophet®**"" and informed him**"" of the news, so he**"" said: ‘Return
to my**™" Masjid until you®™"® ascend my**"" Pulpit, so Praise Allah®*" and Extol
Him®*", and send blessings upon me®**"", then say: ‘O you people! We do not come
to you with anything, except that its explanation and its interpretation is with us®"®,
Indeed, and I**"™ am your father. Indeed, and I°**"" am your Master. Indeed, and 15"

am your wage earner’.?’
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja'far®®"® having said regarding the Words of the
High [31:15] and follow the way of him who turns to Me, He**" is Saying: “Follow
the way of Muhammad®*®"*".?®

VERSE 16
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[31:16] O my son! Surely if it is the very weight of the grain of a mustard-seed,
even though it is inside a rock, or in the skies or in the earth, Allah will Bring it;
surely Allah is Knower of subtleties, Aware
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‘| heard Abu Ja'far®®"® saying: ‘Fear the sins held in light estimation (<_is4ll) for there
is a seeker for it, no one of you should be saying, ‘I sin, and | seek Forgiveness.
Allah®" Mighty and Majestic is Saying [36:12] and We Write down what they have
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sent before and its effects, and We have Numbered everything in a Manifest
Imam. And the Mighty and Majestic is Saying [31:16] Surely if it is the very weight
of the grain of a mustard-seed, even though it is inside a rock, or in the skies
or in the earth, Allah will Bring it; surely Allah is Knower of subtleties,
Aware’.?®
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And from him, from Muhammad Bin Ali Majaylawiya, from Ali Bin lbrahim Bin Hashim, from Al-
Mukhtar Bin Muhammad Bin Al-Mukhtar Al-Hamdany, from Al-Fatah Bin Yazeed Al-Jarjany, who has
narrated the following:

‘In a Hadeeth — | asked from Abu Al-Hassan®*"* ‘So your®"* words: ‘the Subtle, the
Aware’, so explain it to me just as you®"* explained ‘the One’, for | would like to
know in detail the difference between His®" Subtlety and the subtlety of His*"
creatures, and | would love it if you®"* could explain that for me?’
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So he**** said: ‘O Fatah! But rather, we say ‘The Subtle’, for the creation which is
subtle, and for His®®" Knowledge of subtle things. Or, do you not see — and may
Allah®" Help you and Make you steadfast — the effects of His®" Making in the
plants which are soft and not subtle (hard), and in the subtle creation of the small
animals like the fly and the mosquito, and whatever is smaller than these two, which
do not even appear to the eyes. But it is not possible to differentiate between the
male and the female (of the species), and the young and the old.
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So when we see the smallness of that and its subtlety, their guidance out of decay,
and their fleeing from the death, and the gathering of what is in the depths of the
oceans, and what is in the branches of the trees, and the deserts, and the
wilderness, and we come to understand that some of them talk to each other, and
what their young ones understand from them, and how they transfer the food to
them. Then we distinguish their colours, the red with the yellow, and white with the
red, and what our eyes can hardly see the completeness of its creation. Neither can
our eyes see it, nor can our hands touch it. We come to know that the Creator of this
creation is Subtle, Creating it without any instruments or machinery. And for every
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made thing is the One who Made it, and Allah®" is the Creator, the Subtle Who

Created and Made (everything) from nothing’.*°

VERSE 17
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[31:17] O my son! Establish Prayer and enjoin the good and forbid the evil, and
be patient upon what befalls you; surely these acts require determination
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‘Ali**"® has said: ‘[31:17] and be patient upon what befalls you from the difficulties
and the (verbal) abuse in the enjoining of the good and the forbidding of the evil’.**

VERSE 18
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[31:18] And do not turn your cheek away from people in contempt, nor go
about in the land insolently; surely Allah does not love every self-conceited
boaster
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* regarding this Verse [31:18] And do
not turn your cheek away from people in contempt, said: ‘So that the people
would become equal in knowledge in your presence’.*
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‘Abu Ja’far®** having said regarding His®" Words [31:18] nor go about in the land
insolently: ‘With pride’.®
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VERSE 19
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[31:19] And be moderate in your walking and lower your voice; surely the most
hateful of voices is the voice of the donkeys
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(It is reported) in the interpretation of the Words of the High [31:19] surely the most
hateful of voices is the voice of the donkeys, said, ‘A man asked Amir-ul-
Momineen®"*, ‘What is the meaning of these donkeys?’ So Amir-ul-Momineen®"*
said: ‘Allah®®" is more Honourable than to Create a thing, then Hate it.
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But rather, this is Razeeq® and his companion®, in a coffin of Fire, in the image of
donkeys. When they gasp in the Fire, the (other) inhabitants of the Fire would be
annoyed by the intensity of the crying of these two’.%®
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‘I asked Abu Abdullah®"s about the Words of Allah®" Mighty and Majestic [31:19]
surely the most hateful of voices is the voice of the donkeys, he**"* said: ‘The
ugly (loud sound of) sneezing’.®’

VERSES 20 & 21
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[31:20] Do you not see that Allah has Made whatever is in the skies and
whatever is in the earth to be subservient to you, and Bestowed upon you His
Favours (both) apparent and hidden? And among men is one who disputes in

*No. 2

*No. 1
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respect of Allah without Knowledge nor Guidance, nor an illuminating Book
[31:21] And when it is said to them: Follow what Allah has Revealed, they say:
But, we follow that which we found our fathers to be upon. Even though the
Satan calls them to the Punishment of the Blazing Fire!
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‘In the presence of Abu Ja'far®"®

His Favours (both) apparent and hidden. He
so it is the Prophet®™®" and what he®**"" came with from the recognition of Alla
Mighty and Majestic and His®*" Oneness.

, @ man recited [31:20] and Bestowed upon you

8% said: ‘As for the apparent Favour,
hazwj
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And as for the hidden Favour, so it is our®*"* Wilayah, the People®"* of the
Household, and the contract for our®" cordiality. By Allah®"! This community was
Contracted to believe in the apparent Favour and the hidden. But, the people
believed in the apparent, and did not believe in the hidden, so Allah®®" Revealed
[5:41] O Rasool! Do not let those grieve you, those who strive together in
hastening to unbelief from among those who say with their mouths: We
believe, and their hearts do not believe. So Rasool-Allah®*"" was happy during its
Revelation, since Allah®" the high would not be Accepting their belief except by
belief in our®™"® Wilayah, and love for us®"* .3
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‘| asked my Master Musa®"® Bin Ja'far®"® about the Words of Allah®" Mighty and
Majestic [31:20] and Bestowed upon you His Favours (both) apparent and
hidden, so he®*"* said: ‘The apparent Favour — is the apparent Imam®"®; and the

asws»

hidden Favour — is the hidden Imam
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asws asws

So | said to him So there will be among the Imams®™™, one who would be
hidden?’ So he®" said: ‘Yes. His®"s person would be hidden from the vision of the
people, but his®**"* remembrance would not be absent from the hearts of the
Believers, and he®" is the twelfth one from us®"S. And Allah®" will Make easy for
him®"®, every difficulty, and overcome each one of it, and Make apparent for him®"®
every treasure of the earth, and Make closer to him®"® every remote thing, and
every tyrant would be destroyed by him*", and every castaway Satan” would
perish at his®*"® hands. That is the son®"* of the Chieftess of the believing women,
whose coming (to the world) would be concealed from the people. It would not be
permissible for them to name him®"®, until he®" Allah®" Mighty and Majestic
Makes him*"* to appear, so he®"* would fill the earth with equity and justice just as

asws ‘

it had been filled with inequity and injustice’.*
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja'far®™®"® regarding His®*" Words [31:20] And
among men is one who disputes in respect of Allah without Knowledge nor
Guidance, nor an illuminating Book [31:21] And when it is said to them: Follow
what Allah has Revealed, they say: But, we follow that which we found our
fathers to be upon. Even though the Satan calls them to the Punishment of the
Blazing Fire! He®*"* said: ‘So he is Al-Nazar Bin Al-Haaris. Rasool-Allah®*"" said to
him: ‘Follow what has been Revealed from your Lord®"", he said, ‘But, | will follow
what | found my forefathers to be upon’.*°

VERSE 22
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[31:22] And whoever submits himself wholly to Allah and he is the doer of
good, he indeed has grabbed hold of the Firmest Handle upon which one can
lay hold; and to Allah is the end of affairs
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Al-Hassan Musa®"* Bin Ja’far®*"*, from his®*"®

father®"®, from his®*"* forefathers®"* regarding the Words of the Mighty and Majestic
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[31:22] he indeed has grabbed hold of the Firmest Handle, said: ‘Our®"*
cordiality, the People®"* of the Household’.**
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h%®" said: ‘The one who loves that he should grab hold of the Firmest

saww

‘Rasool-Alla
Handle which is inextricable, so he should attach himself to the Wilayah of my
brother®"*, and my**"" successor®*"* Ali*" Bin_Abu Talib®*"*, for he will not be
destroyed, the one who loves him®*"* and befriends him®*"* | but the one who hates
him®"* and is inimical to him®"*" will (surely) not be Rescued,.*?
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asws asws

‘Rasool-Allah®**"" said: ‘The Imams®"* from the sons®*"* of Al-Husayn®"* — the one
who obeys them®"*, has obeyed Allah®", and the one who disobeys them®"*, so he
has disobeyed Allah®*"* Mighty and Majestic. They®*"* are the Firmest Handle, and

they®"s are the means to Allah®" the High’.*®
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(It has been narrated) from Al-Reza®"*, from his®*"® forefathers®"* having said:

‘Rasool-Allah®*"" said: ‘There will happen, after me®**"", dark strife. The saved ones
from it would be the one who attaches to the Firmest Handle’.
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So it was said, ‘O Rasool-Allah®®""', and what is the Firmest Handle?’ He**"" said:
‘Wilayah of the Chief of the successors®"*’.
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saww

It was said, ‘O Rasool-Allah®*®"™! And who is the Chief of the successors®*"*?’ He
said: ‘Amir-ul-Momineen®"*’.
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saww

It was said, ‘O Rasool-Allah®**"™! And who is Amir-ul-Momineen®"*?’ He said:

‘The Master of the Muslims and their Imam®"* after me®®""’,
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It was said, ‘O Rasool-Allah®®"™!I And who is the Master of the Muslims and their
Imam®*® after you®®""?’ He**"" said: ‘My*®"" brother®"s, Ali**" Bin Abu Talib®"* **

VERSES 23 - 27
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[31:23] And whoever disbelieves, let not his disbelief grieve you; to Us is their
return, then will We Inform them of what they did; surely Allah is the Knower of
what is in the chests [31:24] We give them to enjoy a little, then will We Drive
them to a severe Punishment [31:25] And if you ask them who Created the
skies and the earth, they will be saying: Allah. Say: The Praise is due to Allah;
But, most of them do not know [31:26] For Allah is whatsoever is in the skies
and the earth; surely Allah is the Self-sufficient, the Praised [31:27] And were
every tree that is in the earth pens and the sea (to supply it with ink), with
seven more seas to increase it, the Words of Allah would not come to an end,;
surely Allah is Mighty, Wise
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And that the Jews asked Rasool-Allah®®"" about the Spirit, so he®*"" said: [17:85]
The spirit is from the Commands of my Lord, and you are not given of its
knowledge except for a little’. They said, ‘Us in particular?’ He**"" said: ‘But, the
people in general’.
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They said, ‘So how can these two be (reconciled) together — O Muhammad®*"" —
You*®"" are alleging that you®*"" have not been Given from the Knowledge except
for a little, and have been Given the Quran, and we have been Given the Torah, and
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| have read [2:269] and whoever is granted Wisdom, and it is the Torah he
indeed is given an abundant good?’ So Allah®" the High Revealed [31:27] And
were every tree that is in the earth pens and the sea (to supply it with ink), with
seven more seas to increase it, the Words of Allah would not come to an end.
He®*"" said: ‘The Knowledge of Allah®*" is more than that, and whatever has been
Given to you is a lot among you, but is little in the Presence of Allah®"’ 4°
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Yahya Bin Aksam asked Abu Al-Hassan Al-Askary®*"*, the Most Knowledgeable One
(A1), about the Words of the High [31:27] with seven more seas to increase it,
the Words of Allah would not come to an end, what are these?’ So he®™"* said:
‘These are — Spring of Al-Kibreet, and spring of Al-Yemen, and spring of Al-Barhout,
and spring of Al-Tabariyya, and the confluence of Syedan, and confluence of Africa,
and spring of Bahouran. And we®*"* are the Words which our®*"* merits cannot be
realised, nor can they be explored’.
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And from him by this chain from:

‘Abu Ja'far®™"® said: ‘Allah®" Says in the Night of Predestination [44:4] Therein

every wise affair is made distinct. He®*"® said: ‘In it Descends the Order for every

affair, and no one order is for two things, but rather each thing has its own Order for
it. One who makes an order which is not different, so his order would be from the
Orders _of Allah®**"™ and one who issues an order in which there is discrepancy
believing that one to be correct would have issued the order of the tyrant.

These have Come down during the Night of Predestination (Laylat Al-Qadr) to the
Master of the Command (Wali Al-Amr®*"®) explaining the affairs, year by year.
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The Imam®"* issues in that the same order for such and such, and in the affairs of
the people by such and such, and it happens to the Master of the Command (Wali
Al-Amr®**®) like that every day from the Knowledge of Allah®", Mighty is His
Mention®", the special, and the hidden, and what a wonderful treasure the like of
which has Come down in that Night from the Orders.” Then he®"* recited [31:27]
And were every tree that is in the earth (made into) pens and the sea (to supply
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it with ink), with seven more seas to increase it, the words of Allah would not

come to an end; surely Allah is Mighty, Wise’.*’
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Abu Yagoub and Abu Al-Hassan said: ‘Our fathers obeyed the order and left us
behind while they both left to go back to their city and there was disagreement
between them. When they had left, we used to present ourselves to the Imam®"®
and he**"* used to behave with us like a father and grandfather behaves with their
children. One day he®*"* said to us: ‘When you receive the news that your fathers are
safe from their enemies by Allah the Almighty, and that my®*"* promise to your
fathers has come true, | will thank Allah the Almighty by teaching you the
commentary of the Quran by some reports of the progeny of Muhammad®**" and as
a result of which Allah the High will increase your reputation to greatness by it.’
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We were happy to hear that and said: ‘O son®"*® of Rasool-Allah®*""'! So we will get
all the knowledge of the Quran and its meanings?’ He**"* said: ‘Never! Whatever |
am going to teach you is what Al-Sadig®*"® taught to one of his®*"* companions and
he was happy with that and said: ‘O son®"* of Rasool-Allah®*""! So | have now
become the recipient of the whole of the Quran?’ He®"* said: ‘You have collected a
lot of good, and extensive grace, but so little of the parts of its knowledge, for Allah
the Almighty Says: [18:109] Say: If the sea were ink for the words of my Lord,
the sea would surely be consumed before the words of my Lord are
exhausted, though We were to bring the like of that (sea) to add.
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And He®™ Says: [31:27] And were every tree that is in the earth (made into) pens
and the sea (to supply it with ink), with seven more seas to increase it, the
words of Allah would not come to an end. And this the knowledge of the Quran
and its meanings and extensiveness, see for yourself what you have taken from the
whole of the Quran. But what little you have taken, Allah the High has Given you
preference over that person does not know what you do and his understanding is not
like yours.*®
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VERSES 28 & 29
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[31:28] Neither your Creation nor your Resurrection is anything but as a single
soul; surely Allah is Hearing, Seeing [31:29] Do you not see that Allah Makes
the night to enter into the day, and He Makes the day to enter into the night,
and He has Made the sun and the moon subservient (to you); each pursues its
course till an appointed time; and that Allah is Aware of what you are doing?
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja'far®"® regarding the Words of the High [31:28]
Neither your Creation nor your Resurrection is anything but as a single soul,
he®"® said: ‘It has reached us®" — and Allah®*" Knows - they said, ‘O
Muhammad®®""1 We were Created as phases, a seed, then a clot. Then we would be
Resurrected again as you®™™" are alleging, and alleging that we would be
Resurrected at one time?’ So Allah®"! Said [31:28] Neither your Creation nor your
Resurrection is anything but as a single soul, but rather He®*" would Say to it;
“Be! So it would become’.
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And the Words of the High [31:29] Do you not see that Allah Makes the night to
enter into the day, and He Makes the day to enter into the night, He**" is Saying
Whatever is deficient from the night enters into the day, and whatever is deficient
from the day enters into the night’.
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His**" Words and He has Made the sun and the moon subservient (to you);
each pursues its course till an appointed time Each one of them flows to its limit.
So neither does it fall short of it, nor does it exceed it'.*
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Ibrahim Bin Haashim, from Al-Husayn Bin Sayf, from his father, from Abu Al-Saamit

Regarding the Statement of Allah®" Mighty and Majestic [45:13] And He has made
subservient to you whatsoever is in the heavens and whatsoever is in the
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Earth, all, from Himself said, ‘Compelled them to be in their®®"* (Imams®"*'s)
obedience.”®

VERSES 30 - 33
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[31:30] This is because Allah, He is the Truth, and that which they call upon
besides Him is the falsehood, and that Allah, He is the High, the Great [31:31]
Do you not see that the ships run on in the sea by Allah’s Favour that He may
Show you of His Signs? Most surely there are Signs in this for every patient,
grateful one [31:32] And when they are overwhelmed by a wave like a canopy
they call upon Allah, being sincere to Him, but when He Rescues them safe to
the land, some of them follow the middle course; and none denies Our signs
but every perfidious, ungrateful one [31:33] O people! Fear your Lord and
dread the Day when a father shall not recompense his son, nor shall the child
recompense his father anything; surely the Promise of Allah is True, therefore
let not the life of the world deceive you, nor let the arch-deceiver deceive you
in respect of Allah
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Regarding His®" Words [31:30] Most surely there are Signs in this for every
patient, grateful one, said, ‘He is the one who is patient upon the poverty and the

hunger, and is grateful to Allah®" upon all of his situations’.>*

VERSE 34
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[31:34] Surely Allah is He with Whom is the Knowledge of the Hour, and He
Sends down the rain and He Knows what is in the wombs; and no one knows
what he shall earn tomorrow; and no one knows in what land he shall die;
surely Allah is Knowing, Aware
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And His®" Words [31:34] Surely Allah is He with Whom is the Knowledge of the
Hour, and He Sends down the rain and He Knows what is in the wombs; and
no one knows what he shall earn tomorrow; and no one knows in what land he
shall die; surely Allah is Knowing, Aware, Al-Sadig®*"* said: ‘These are five things
which have neither been notified to an Angel of Proximity, nor to a Mursil Prophet®®,
and it is from the Attributes of Allah®*" Mighty and Majestic’.>?
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Narrated to us Muhammad Bin Abdul Hameed and Abu Talib together, from Hanaan Bin Sudeyr, who
has said:

Abu Ja'far®"* said: ‘Surely Allah®" has the Knowledge, which is general, and the
Knowledge, which is special. As for the special, it is neither Informed to the Angels of
Proximity, nor to the Mursil Prophet®, and as for His**" Knowledge which is general,
that is what is announced to the Angels of Proximity, and the Mursil Prophets®®. All of
that is Awarded to us®"*'. Then said: ‘Have you not read [31:34] Surely Allah is He
with Whom is the Knowledge of the Hour, and He Sends down the rain and He
Knows what is in the wombs; and no one knows what he shall earn tomorrow;

and no one knows in what land he shall die’>
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Narrated to us Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Muhammad Bin Sinan, from Abu Al-Jaroud, from Al-
Asbagh Bin Nabaata who said:

‘I heard Amir-ul-Momineen®"* say: ‘The Knowledge of Allah®" is of two (types) — a
Knowledge by which He**" Accounts for the hidden. He®**" did not Grant it to any
Prophet® from the Prophets®, or any Angel from the Angels, and that is the
Statement of Allah®" the High [31:34] Surely Allah is He with Whom is the
Knowledge of the Hour, and He Sends down the rain and He Knows what is in
the wombs; and no one knows what he shall earn tomorrow; and no one
knows in what land he shall die, and He**" Has a Knowledge which He**" has
Announced it to His*" Angels. Whatever that He*" Announced it to His**" Angels,
He®"™ Announced it to Muhammad®**"" and his®®*" Progeny®*"®, and whatever that
was Announced to Muhammad®®"" and his®®"" Progeny®"* was Announced to

me®**® the large and the small from it up to the establishment of the Hour (Day of

Judgment)’.>*
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asws  «

‘| said to Al-Reza®"*, ‘Amir-ul-Momineen®"* had recognised his®*"“* murderer in the
night in which he®*"* was murdered in, and the place in which he***"* was murdered.
And his®***® words when he®*"® heard the sounds of the geese in the house: ‘Their
sounds would be followed by lamentations’. And the words of Umm Kulsoom, ‘If
you®*** could only Pray this night in the house, and order someone else to Pray with
the people’. So he®" refused her, and frequently entered and exited without a
weapon, and he®™" had recognised that Ibn Muljim® would murder him®" with the
sword. This was all from what did not come good?’ So he®"* said: ‘That was such,
but good was in that night for the Ordained matter of Allah®" Mighty and Majestic to
come to be fulfilled’.>
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