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CHAPTER 17
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AL-ISRA’A
(111 VERSES)
VERSES 2 to 35
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VERSES 2 & 3
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And We gave Musa the Book and Made it a Guidance for the Children of Israel:
“Do not take a protector from besides Me!” [17:2]
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(O) Offspring of the ones We Carried with Noah! Surely, he was a grateful
servant [17:3]
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®®"* having said: ‘Whenever it was morning and
evenlng, Noah®® was saying; ‘I*° testify that whatever Bounty which has come to
me®, so it is from Allah®¥, One®" with not associates for HIm®". For Him**" is the
Praise having (Conferred) upon me® with it, and the abundant thanks!” So, Allah®"
Revealed: Surely he was a grateful servant [17:3]. This was his® gratefulness’.!
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‘| said to Abu Ja’far®™"*, ‘So what is the Meaning of His®*" Words regarding Noah®
Surely he was a grateful servant [17:3]?" He**" said: ‘The Words which reached
regarding it’. | said, ‘And what are these?’
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He®"® said: ‘Whenever it was morning, he® said: ‘I*® testify that there is no bounty

which has come, or health in Religion or world, so it is from You®™", One with no
associates for You®". For You®" is the Praise upon that, and for You®" is the
abundant Thanks’. He* used to say this three times in the morning, and when it was
the evening, three times’.?
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‘Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘Whenever it is morning and evening, so say ten times,
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‘O Allah®"I Whatever has come to me from a Bounty or good health, from Religion
or world, so it is from You®" Alone, there being no associates for You®". For
You®" is the Praise, and for You®" is the gratefulness for it upon me. O Lord®",
until You®" are Pleased, and after the Pleasure’.
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So you, when you say that, you would have paid the gratitude of whatever Allah®*"

had Favoured upon you with, during that day and during that night’.®
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And We Decreed to the Children of Israel in the Book: “You will make mischief
in the land twice, and you will declare haughtiness, greatness (for
yourselves)!” [17:4]
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So when the first of the two Promises came, We Sent against you a servant of
Ours with mighty prowess, and they ravaged the houses, and it was always a
Promise to be accomplished [17:5]
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Then We Returned the prevalence to you over them and Aided you with wealth
and sons and Made you more numerous [17:6]
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If you do good, you will be doing good to your own selves, and if you do evil,
so it would be for these. So when the other threat comes, they would sadden
your faces and they would enter the Masjid just as they had entered it the first
time, and they would destroy what they had gained ascendancy upon, with an
utter destruction [17:7]
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Perhaps your Lord would have Mercy on you, and if you return, We will Return,
and We Made Hell to be a prison for the Kafirs [17:8]
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A number of our companions, from Sahl Bin Ziyad, from Muhammad Bin Al-Hassan Bin Shammoun,
from Abdullah Bin Abdul Rahmaan Al-A’asam, from Abdullah Bin Al-Qasim Al-Batl, who has narrated
the following:

Abu Abdullah®"* regarding the Words of the Exalted: And We Decreed to the
Children of Israel in the Book: “You will make mischief in the land twice [17:4],
he®*"* said: ‘The killing of Ali*"® Bin Abu Talib®"* and the stabbing of Al-Hassan®*"*".
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and you will declare haughtiness, greatness (for yourselves)!” [17:4], he®"*
said: ‘The killing of Al-Husayn®"*'.
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So when the first of the two Promises came [17:5] - So when the help comes for
(avenging) the blood of Al-Husayn®*"°, We Sent against you a servant of Ours
with mighty prowess, and they ravaged the houses, being a people whom
Allah®" will be Sending before the coming out of Al-Qaim®"*, they will not leave an
enemy of the Progeny®"* of Muhammad®*"" except that they will kill him, and it was
always a Promise to be accomplished [17:5] - This is the coming of Al-Qaim®"®,
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Then We Returned the prevalence to you over them [17:6] - This is the coming of
Al-Husayn®"* and seventy of his®*"® companions who will be wearing protective
helmets. For each of the helmets would be two facets to demonstrate to the people
that this is indeed Al-Husayn®"* who has come out, until the Momineen would have
no doubts about it, and that he®"* is neither Al-Dajjal®, nor Satan®, and Al-Hujjat Al-
Qaim®"* would in their midst.
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So when the recognition would be settled in the hearts of the Momineen that he®"* is
indeed Al-Husayn®"*®, the death will come to Al-Hujjat®**"°. So the one®*"* who would
be washing him®"® and shrouding him®"®, and embalming him®"®, and burying
him®* in his®"® grave would be Al-Husayn Bin Ali**"°, as no one follows the
successor®™"® except for the successor®"* 4
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja'far®*"*, said, ‘He®*"* recited: We Sent against

you a servant of Ours with mighty prowess [17:5], then said: ‘He®" is Al-
Qaim®"* and his®*"* companions, of mighty prowess’.”
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‘Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘The first one to come back to the world is Al-Husayn®** Bin
Ali*" and his®*"* companions, and Yazeed Bin Muawiya and his companions, so
he®*"* would be killing them like for like’. Then Abu Abdullah®"* recited: Then We
Returned the prevalence to you over them and Aided you with wealth and sons
and Made you more numerous [17:6]’.°
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‘We heard Abu Abdullah®"* saying: ‘The first one to come back in the Return (Raj'at)
is Al-Husayn®"* Bin Ali**"*, and he®*"* would remain in the earth for forty years, until
his®*"* eyebrows come down upon his®*"* eyes due to old age’.’
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Abu Abdullah®"® saying: ‘The first one to cleave the earth and return to the world is
Al-Husayn®"* Bin Ali®****, and that the Return is not with the generality, but with the
special ones. There shall not return except the one with the purely pure Eman, and
the one with the purely pure Shirk (Polytheism).®

©23 /282 :2 ilial) s
718 rcila sl ey jeaita
#24 :cla ) ey st

7 out of 52




Tafseer Hub-e-Ali*" www.hubeali.com

JGQ)MJ&LAJ:MWJﬁcgﬁiﬂ\wdﬁﬁylu&c;\)\&&dg&Ub :J\ﬁcd«w\dw
Jo ol ko 5 ol e ol ST ) sy (o) ade) Ll e s Q) 0l 0 U s S

Muhammad Bin Al- Abbas, from Ali Bin Abdullah, from Ibrahim Bin Muhammad Al- Saqgafy, from
Muhammad Bin Salih Bin Mas’ud, from Abu Al- Jaroud Ziyad Bin Al- Manzar, from the one who heard
it,

Ali**"® said: ‘Wonder of all wonders between (the months of) Jamadi and Rajab’. So
a man stood up and said, ‘O Amir-Al-Momineen®"*! What is this wonder which
you®"* do not cease to wonder from it?’
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So he®" said: ‘May your mother be bereft of you! And which wonder is stranger
than the deaths, which are inflicted upon every enemy of Allah®", and His*"
Rasool®®", and the People®*"* of his**""' Household? And that is the interpretation of
this Verse: O you who believe! Do not befriend a people Allah is Wrathful upon.
They have despaired from the Hereafter just as the Kafirs despair from the
occupants of the graves [60:13].
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So when the killing intensifies, you say, ‘They died and perished, and which valley
have they travelled to? And that is the explanation of this Verse: Then We Returned
the prevalence to you over them and Aided you with wealth and sons and
Made you more numerous [17:6].°
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‘From Ja’far®®"® Bin Muhammad®"*, from his®"*®

grandfather®"* having said: ‘Amir
Al-Momineen®"® said in a sermon of his®*"*: ‘O you people! Ask me®*"* before you
lose me®****, for between my®*"® two sides there is immense knowledge! Therefore,
ask me®"® before the Fitna (strife) of the east raises its leg, setting in motion its
Accursed weak ones, and its slaves, and its guides, and its ushers, and the

preachers among these.
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So how many during it would be raising their tails, inviting to their woes at Dajlah or
around it, there being no shelter happening to be for these, nor anyone to being
merciful to it. So when the orbits turn (times change), you will say, ‘Died, or
destroyed, and which valley did he travel to?’ Thus, during that, the Relief (Rising Al-
Qaim®"®) would occur, and it is the interpretation of this Verse: Then We Returned
the prevalence to you over them and Aided you with wealth and sons and
Made you more numerous [17:6].
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By the One®* Who Split the seed and Formed the person! They will live, when that
kingdom (appears), ones we*"* support, and the man from them will not leave from
the world until he begets to his loins, a thousand males, secure from all innovations

and scourges, working by the Book of Allah®" and Sunnah of His®*" Rasool®®"".

The afflictions and the confusion would disappear from them”.*°
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‘From Abu Abdullah®*"* having said: ‘The one whom will pursue the reckoning of the
people before the Day of Judgment would be Al-Husayn®"* Bin Ali*"®. So, as for the
Day of Jultiigment, rather it would be the sending to the Paradise and the sending to
the Fire”.
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‘Al-Reza®"*® said: ‘The one who mentions our®"* difficulties and cries, and makes
(others to) cry, his eye would not cry on the Day when the eyes would be crying. And
the one who sits in a gathering, reviving in it our®"* matter, his heart would not die
on the Day when the hearts (of others) would be dying in it.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘Al-Reza said regarding the Words of the Exalted: If you
do good, you will be doing good to your own selves, and if you do evil, so it
would be for these [17:7]: ‘If you do good, you would be doing good for your own

souls, and if you do evil it is for these, the Lord®*" would Forgive these’.*?

A Hadeeth from Al-Qaim®"*®
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Abu Ibrahim Musa Bin Ja’far®®"®

‘And he mentioned his Hadeeth with Al Qaim®"s.
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Al-Qaim®"* said: ‘Shall 1***® inform you with the news? It would be so when the child
will sit (to rule), and the Moroccan would move, and the Omani would walk, and Al-
Sufyani would be pledged allegiance to, Allah®" will Permit me®"°, so 12°* will rise
between Al-Safa and Al-Marwa among three hundred and thirteen men complete.
Then 1%°"* will come to Al-Kufa and demolish its Masjid and (re) build it upon its first
construction, and demolish what would be around it from the construction of the
tyrants.
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And 1*"® will perform Hajj of Al-Islam, and 1**"* will come to Yasrib (Al-Medina) and
demolish the chamber and extract the ones with it, and they would both be fresh
(undecayed bodies), and 1**"® will order with them both to be taken to Al-Bagie, and
order them to be crucified upon two dried pieces of wood. So leaves would sprout
from beneath them, and the people would be tried with a Fitna with them both with a
Fitna more intense than the first Fitna.
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Then a Caller would Call out from the sky: “O sky destroy! O earth, seize!”. So, on
that day, there would not remain on the surface of the earth except a Momin whose
heart would be sincere for the Eman’.
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| said, ‘O my Master®*"*! What would happen after that?’ He**"* said: ‘The victory!
The victory! The Return! The return!” Then he®"* recited this Verse: Then We

Returned the prevalence to you over them and Aided you with wealth and sons
and Made you more numerous [17:6]”.*3

VERSES 9 & 10
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Surely this Quran Guides to that which is most upright and Gives glad tidings
to the Momineen, those who are doing righteous deeds that for them would be
a great Recompense [17:9]
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And that those who are not believing in the Hereafter, We have Prepared for
them a painful Punishment [17:10]
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* regarding the Words of the Exalted:
Surely this Quran Guides to that which is most upright [17:9]. He®*"*® said:
‘Guides to the Imam®"s 14
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(It has been narrated) from Musa®"*® Bin Ja'far®*"*, from his®"* father®"* Ja'far Bin
Muhammad®"®, from his®*"® father®*"* Muhammad®"® Bin Ali*"®, from his®"®
father®"s Ali®*"® Bin Al-Husayn®"*® having said: ‘The Imam®"*® from us®*"® cannot
happen to be except an Infallible, and the infallibility isn’t in the apparent mannerisms
so he**"* could be recognised by it. Therefore, due to that, he®*"* cannot happen to
be except for an Infallible’.
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So it was said, ‘O son®"® of Rasool-Allah®**"! Then what is the meaning of the
infallibility?” So he®" said: ‘He*" holds tightly to the Rope of Allah®", and the
Rope of Allah®*" is the Quran. Both of them will not separate from each other up to
the Day of Judgement, for the Imam®"* Guides to the Quran, and the Quran Guides
to the Imam®"®, and these are the Words of Allah®" Mighty and Majestic: Surely
this Quran Guides to that which is most upright [17:9]"."°
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far regarding: Surely this Quran Guides to
that which is most upright [17:9], he®"* said: ‘Guides to Al-Wilayah’.*®
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‘From Abu Abdullah®"* regarding the Words of the Exalted: Surely this Quran

Guides to that which is most upright [17:9]. He®™"* said: ‘|.e. invites (calls to)”.*’

VERSE 11
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And the human being supplicates for the evil as he ought to supplicate for
good, and the human being was always hasty [17:11]
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‘From Al-Sadig®*"®: ‘And recognise the path of your salvation and your destruction,
lest you supplicate to Allah®" for something, perhaps in it is your destruction and
you think that therein is your salvation. Allah®" the Exalted Said: And the human

being supplicates [17:11] — the Verse”.'®
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‘Abu Abdullah®" has said: ‘When Allah®" Created Adam®, and Blew into him®

from His®" Spirit, he® leapt up to stand before his® creation was complete, so he®

fell down. So Allah®®" Said: and the human being was always hasty [17:11]".*°
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And We Made the night and the day as two Signs, then We Erased the Sign of
the night and We Made the Sign of the day to be visible, for you to seek Grace
from your Lord and for you to know the number of the years and the
calculation. And all things, We have Explained it in detail [17:12]
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(It has been narrated) from Yazeed Bin Salaam who asked Rasool-Allah®*""

, SO he
said to him**"": ‘What is the matter the sun and the moon are not equal in the

radiance and the light?’
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He**"" said: ‘When Allah®" Mighty and Majestic Created these two, they both
obeyed did not disobey anything. So Allah®*" Mighty and Majestic Command
Jibraeel® to erase the radiance of the moon, so he® erased it. Thus the effect of the
erasure in the moon is (reflected through its) black lines, and had the moon been left
upon its condition of the status of the sun by not being erased, the night would not
have been recognised from the day, nor the day from the night, nor would the
Fasting one (have recognised) how many he has Fasted, nor would the people have
recognised the number of the years and the accounting.
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And that is in the Words of Allah®" Mighty and Majestic: And We Made the night
and the day as two Signs, then We Erased the Sign of the night and We Made
the Sign of the day to be visible, for you to seek Grace from your Lord and for

you to know the number of the years and the accounting [17:12]”.%°
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‘| said to Abu Ja'far®*"*, ‘Why did the sun come to be hotter than the moon?’
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He®" said: ‘Allah®" Created the sun from the light of the fire and radiance of the
water, a layer from this, and a layer from this until it came to be seven layers,
Covered it by a covering of fire. So that is where the sun came to be hotter than the
moon’.
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| said, ‘And the moon?’ He®"* said: ‘Allah®*" Created the moon from radiance of the
fire and the purity of the water, a layer from this, and a layer from this, until it came to
be seven layers, Allah®" Covered it by a covering from water. So that is where the

moon came to be colder than the sun’.?!
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"® regarding: then We Erased the Sign
of the night [17:12], he®*"* said: ‘It is the darkness which is in the interior of the

moon’.??
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‘I was in Masjid Al-Kufa, so | heard Ali*°™, and he was upon the Pulpit, and lbn
Kawa called out to him®*"*, and he was at the back of the Masjid, so he said, ‘O
Amir-Al-Momineen®"*! Inform me about this darkness in the moon?’ So he**"* said:
‘It is in the Words of Allah®": then We Erased the Sign of the night [17:12]’.%

Jo e b g VL RT e e al l OUST e sk 1O adey B Gl oy e B 1B Lkl Gl e
<(J4>'L}5TJ«-\NL’3()\+J¢TA:¢JJJ

217 12 ) s
22 28 /283 12 il
2330 /283 :2 ilial) s

15 out of 52




Tafseer Hub-e-Ali*" www.hubeali.com

‘Ali*" Bin Abu Talib®"® said : ‘Ask me®"* about the Book of Allah®", for there is
none from the Verses except that 1°°° recognise whether it was Revealed at night or
in the day, at the coast or on a mountain’.
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So Ibn Al-Kawa said to him*"*, ‘So what is this darkness in the moon?’
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So he®™"* said: ‘A blind (man) asking about the blindness (darkness). Have you not
heard Allah®*" Saying: And We Made the night and the day as two Signs, then
We Erased the Sign of the night and We Made the Sign of the day to be visible
[17:12]? So that is its Erasure’.**
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‘From Ali**"® Bin Al-Husayn®"* having said: ‘Surely, from the timings which Allah®"!

Measured out for the people from what they would be needy to, is the ocean which
Allah®" Created to be between the sky and the earth.
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So Allah®" Measured out in it the flowings of the sun, and the moon, and the stars,
and the planets. Then He**" Measured that, all of it upon the orbits. Then He*"
Allocated an Angel with the orbits, with him are seventy thousand Angels circling the
orbits. So when the sun, and the moon, and the stars, and the planets circle with

him, descends it in its descents which Allah®" had Measured it out wherein are its
days and its nights
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And the sins of the servants become numerous and Allah®*" Intends to Blame them
by a Sign from His®" Signs, Commands the Angel Allocated with the orbits that he
declines the orbits upon which are the flows of the sun, and the moon, and the stars,
and the planets. So the Angel orders those seventy thousand Angels that they
should decline the orbits from its flows. So they decline it, and the sun comes to be
in that ocean in which the planets orbit, so it blurs its heat and changes its colour.
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And when Allah®*" Intends to Magnify the Sign, He®**" Blanks out the sun in the
ocean upon what Allah®*" Loves to Scare His*" creatures by the Sign. So that is
during the intensity of the eclipse of the sun. And like that He**" Deals with the
moon. So when Allah®*" Intends to Extract them both and Return them to their
respective flows, Commands the Angel Allocated with the orbit that he returns the
sun to its flow. So the Angel returns the orbit to its flow, and it comes out from the
water and it is turbid, and the moon is similar to that’.
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Then Ali Bin Al-Husayn®"* said: ‘It is so that he would not panic to these two nor be
terrified except the one who was from our®"* Shias. So when he was like that, he
would panic to Allah®*" and be hopeful’.
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He*" said: ‘And Amir Al-Momineen®"* said: ‘The earth is a travel distance of five
thousand years, the desolation from it is a travel distance of four hundred years, and
the built up from it is a travel distance of one hundred years, and the sun is sixty
Farsakhs by sixty Farsakhs, and the moon is forty Farsakhs by forty Farsakhs. Their
interiors are radiant for the inhabitants of the sky, and its exteriors are radiant for the
inhabitants of the earth, and the planets are like great mountains upon the earth. And
the sun was Created before the moon”.?
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‘From Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘The darkness (shadows, lines etc.) which are in
the moon — Muhammad Rasool-Allah®*"* %

VERSES 13 & 14
8 0 20 - ° 27 o) E A < .. % ° 2
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And every human, We Fastened to him his fate in his neck, and We will Bring
out a Book for him on the Day of Judgment which he will find it spread out
[17:13]
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Read your book! Your own self will suffice against you today as a reckoner
[17:14]
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja'far®™"® regarding His®®" Words: And every

human, We Fastened to him his fate in his neck [17:13], he®**"* said: ‘His good
(deeds) and his evil (deeds) would be with him wherever he may be. He would not
be able to separate from it until he is Given his book on the Day of Judgement with
what he has done’.?’
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‘I and Al-Mufazzal Bin Umar, and Abu Baseer, and Aban Bin Taghlub came up to our
Master®*"* Abu Abdullah Ja'far®*"* Bin Muhammad®"* — and mentioned the Hadeeth
— and in it he®"* said: ‘Allah®", Holy is His®**" Mention, Said: And every human,
We Fastened to him his fate in his neck [17:13] — Meaning Al-Wilayah’.%®
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‘From Abu Ja’far®"® and Abu Abdullah®"* about His®*" Words: And every human,
We Fastened to him his fate in his neck [17:13]. He**"* said: ‘His fate which has

been Ordained upon him”.%
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah®"* saying: ‘The Momin would be Given his book on the Day of
Judgement, spread wide open. In it would be Inscribed: ‘The Book of Allah®", the
Mighty, the Wise — Enter such and such into the Paradise!”*°
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"® regarding His**" Words: Read your
book! Your own self will suffice against you today as a reckoner [17:14], he®"®
said: ‘The servant would remember all of what he had done and what has been
written against him as if he had done in that very moment, and that is why he would
be saying: ‘O woe be unto us! What is this book, neither leaving (anything)

small or large except it numbers it?’ [18:49] .3
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‘It is reported from the Prophet®*"" having said: ‘The books, all of these are beneath
the Throne. So when it would be the Day of Judgment, Allah®" Blessed and Exalted
will Send a wind flying with the Eman and the virtues. It's first phrase would be:
Read yosuzr book! Your own self will suffice against you today as a reckoner
[17:14]".

2932 /284 12 ilall s

%0 247 /92 13 3 (i

31 33 /284 12 8l s

% Tafseer Burhan - -[5] /16290

19 out of 52




Tafseer Hub-e-Ali*" www.hubeali.com

VERSE 15
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One who accepts Guidance, rather he accepts it for his own self, and one who
strays, so rather he strays against it; and no bearer will bear the burden of
another; and We do not Punish until We Send a Rasool [17:15]
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‘| said to Abu Al-Hassan Al-Reza®"*,” What would you®*"* say regarding a Hadeeth
which is being reported from Al-Sadig®"*° that, when Al-Qaim®"® rises, he®*"* would
asws

kill the descendants of the killers of Al-Husayn®™, for the actions of their
forefathers?’ So he®"* said: ‘It is like that'.
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So | said, ‘And the Words of Allah®*" Mighty and Majestic: and no bearer will bear
the burden of another [17:15], what does it mean?’
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He™"* said: ‘Allah®" is True in all of His®*" Words, but the descendants of the killers
of Al-Husayn®*** would be pleased with the actions of their forefathers. And the one
who is happy with a matter is like the one who has done it, even if a man was killed
in the east and the man in the west was pleased with him being killed, because the
one who is pleased with it, in the Presence of Allah®" Mighty and Majestic, is an

associate of the killer. But rather, Al-Qaim®**® would kill them when he®*"* rises, due
to them being pleased with the actions of their forefathers’.
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| asked him®*"®, ‘With what thing will Al-Qaim®"* from you, begin with?’ He*"* said:
‘He®*"* will begin with the clan of Shayba, and he®"* will cut off their hands, because
they are thieves in the House of Allah®" Mighty and Majestic’.*
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It is reported from the Prophet®™®"" having said: ‘Do not incriminate your right about
your left, and this is an example of one the greeting is struck upon, and in this (and
no bearer will bear the burden of another [17:15]) there is clear evidence upon
the invalidation of the words of the one who is saying, ‘The children of the Kafirs
would be Punished along with their fathers in the Fire’. Desist!”.3*

VERSES 16 & 17
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And when We Intend to Destroy a town, We Send Our Commandment to its
wealthy ones, but they transgress therein, so the Word is proven true against
it, then We Destroy it destructively [17:16]
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And how many of the generations did We Destroy after Noah! And Sufficient is
your Lord with the sins of His servants as Informed, Insightful [17:17]
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja'far®*"® regarding His**" Words: And when We
Intend to Destroy a town, We Send Our Commandment to its wealthy ones
[17:16] — It is (a matter which is) strict and set. Its explanation is — We®*" Multiply it
(its Punishment)’. And he®"* said: ‘Do not read it lightly’.*
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far regarding the Words of the Exalted: And
when We Intend to Destroy a town, We Send Our Commandment to its wealthy
ones [17:16]. He®"* said: ‘Its explanation is — We®**" Send our Commandment to its
great ones’.*®

VERSES 18 - 22
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One who wanted the current (life), We Hasten for him therein whatever We so
Desire to for one We Want, then We Make Hell for him to arrive to it
Condemned, Rejected [17:18]
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And one who wants the Hereafter and strives for it with a striving, and he is a
Momin, then those are such, their striving would be thankfully Appreciated
[17:19]
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We Extend to both — these and those — from the Grants of your Lord; and the
Grants of your Lord would not be restricted [17:20]
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Look, how We Prefer some of them above others, and for the Hereafter there
are greater Ranks and greater Preferments [17:21]
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Do not make another god to be with Allah, lest you be seated Condemned,
Abandoned [17:22]
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One who wanted the current (life), We Hasten for him therein whatever We so
Desire to for one We Want, then We Make Hell for him to arrive to it
Condemned, Rejected [17:18] - And it is reported by Ibn Abbas that the
Prophet®"" said:
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‘The meaning of the Verse is that the one who wants the rewards of the world by his
deeds which Allah®*" has Obligated upon him, not intending the Face of Allah®" and
the House of the Hereafter, We®" Hasten for him therein whatever Allah®*" so
Desires from the displays of the world, and there wouldn’t be for him any Rewards in
the Hereafter, and that is because Allah®", Glorious is He*", Gives him that in
order to Assist him upon the obedience, but he utilises it in disobedience to Allah®",
so Allah®" Punished him upon it”.*’
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‘Rasool-Allah®*"" said: ‘And one who wants the Hereafter [17:19], so let him
neglect the adornments of the life of the world’.*®

VERSES 23 & 24

z
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And your Lord has Decreed that you shall not worship except Him, and
goodness with the parents. If they reach old age with you, one of them or both
of them, then do not (even) say ‘Ugh’ to them nor chide them, and say
gracious words to them [17:23]
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And lower to them the wings of humbleness from the mercy and say, ‘Lord!
Mercy them just as they nourished me (when | was) little’ [17:24]
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‘From Abu Ja'far®*"*, a lengthy Hadeeth, in it he is saying: ‘Then Allah®" Sent
Muhammad®*"", and he**"" was in Makkah for ten years. So there did not die in
Makkah during those ten years, anyone who testified that there is no god except
Allah®" and that Muhammad is Rasool-Allah®®"", except Allah®" Entered him into
the Paradise due to his acknowledgment, and it is Eman and the ratification.>°
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And Allah®" did not Punish anyone from the ones who died while he was a follower
of Muhammad®*"" upon that, except one who associated with the Beneficent, and
the verification of that is that Allah®*" Mighty and Majestic Revealed in Surah Bani
Israeel (Chapter 17) at Makkah And your Lord has Decreed that you shall not
worship except Him, and goodness with the parents [17:23]”.%°
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‘I came up to Ali**"® Bin Musa Al-Reza®*"* at Merv, so | said to him**"*, ‘O son®"* of
Rasool-Allah®®"™! |t has been reported to us from Al-Sadiq Ja'far®*®"® Bin
Muhammad®"*® having said: ‘There is neither compulsion nor delegation, but it is a
matter in between the two matters’. What is the meaning of it?’
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So he®"* said: ‘The one who alleges that Allah®*" Does our deeds, then Punishes us
over it, so he had spoken of the compulsion. And the one who alleges that Allah®"
had Delegated the matter of the creation and the sustenance to His®" Divine
Authorities®*"®, so he has spoken of the delegation. And the speaker of the
compulsion is a Kafir, and the speaker of the delegation is a Mushrik (Polytheist)’.
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So | said, ‘O son®"® of Rasool-Allah®*"! So what is the matter between the two
matters?’ So he®"* said: ‘Finding a way to indulge in what He**"" has Commanded
for, and leaving what He®*"! has Prohibited from’.
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| said to him®"S, ‘Is there for Allah®*" a Desire and an Intention regarding that?’ So
he®"s said: ‘As for the obedience, so the Intention of Allah®" the Exalted and His®*"!
Desire in it is the Commanding with it and the Pleasure to it and the Assisting upon
it. And His®" Intention and His®*" Desire in the disobedience is the Forbidding from
it, and the Anger to it, and the Forsaking upon it’.
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| said, ‘So is there a Decree of the Mighty and Majestic in it?’ He*"® said: ‘Yes.
There is none from the servants who does a deed, good or evil, except that, by
Allah®" in it is a Decree’. | said, ‘So what is the meaning of this Decree?’ He?"s
said: ‘The Decision upon them due to what they are deserving from the Reward and
the Punishment, in the world and the Hereafter’.*!
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘Had there been in the
Knowledge of Allah®®" anything smaller than ‘Ugh’ (that a person could say), He®"
would have Prohibited from it, and it (Saying of ‘Ugh’) is the least of the
disobedience. And from the disobedience is that the man looks at his parents, so he
looks slightly away from them’.*?
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‘| asked Abu Abdullah®"® about the Words of Allah®" Mighty and Majestic: and
goodness with the parents [17:23]. What is this goodness?’
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So he®" said: ‘The goodness is that you are good in their company, and that you do
not encumber them if they were to ask you from what they are both needy to, and
even if they were both self-sufficient. Isn’t Allah®" Mighty and Majestic Saying: You
will never attain to righteousness until you are spending from what you are
loving; and whatever you are spending from anything, so Allah is more
Knowing with it [3:92].
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He (the narrator) said, ‘Then Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘And as for the Words of Allah®"
Mighty and Majestic: If they reach old age with you, one of them or both of them,
then do not (even) say ‘Ugh’ to them [17:23], if they were to bore you so neither
say ‘Ugh’ to them nor chide them if they were to hit you, and say gracious words to
them [17:23]. If they do strike you, so say to them both, ‘May Allah®*" Forgive you
both’, so that would constitute a gracious word from you’.
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He*" said: ‘And lower to them the wings of humbleness from the mercy
[17:24]. He®™"® said: ‘Do not fill your eyes from looking towards them, except with

mercy and kindness, and do not raise your voice above their voices, and let not your
hand be above their hands, and do not walk in front of them’.*3
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3 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 69 H 1
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‘From Amir Al-Momineen®™, in a Hadeeth, the sheikh said, ‘O Amir Al
Momineen®"*! So, what is the Decree and the Ordainment, those that are ushering
us, and we do not descend a valley nor ascend a hill except by these two?’
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So Amir Al-Momineen®"® said: ‘The Command is from Allah®", and (so is) the

Decision’. Then he®"* recited this Verse: And your Lord has Decreed that you
shall not worship except Him, and goodness with the parents [17:23] —i.e., your

Lord®* Commanded that you will not worship except Him®" and goodness with the

parents”.**

VERSE 25

(25} 5,5 oo 60 bl 1585 3y & 28k 0 G 2B 28

Your Lord is more Knowing with what is within your selves; if you become
righteous, then He would always be Forgiving to the penitent [17:25]

The penitent people
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‘From Abu Abdullah®"®: ‘the penitent [17:25] — the repentant worshipper, the retract

from his sins”.*°

The Salat of the penitent
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‘Abu Abdullah®"® having said: ‘The one who prays four Cycles of Salat, reciting in
every Cycle 50 times: Say: ‘He, Allah, is One [112:1] (Surah Al-Ikhlaas), would
have pr%%/ed the Salat of (Syeda) Fatima®"*, and it is the Salat of the penitent
[17:25] .
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(It was narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘O Abu Muhammad! It is upon
you all to be with the piety, and the striving, and the fulfilment of the trusts, and the
ratification of the Hadeeth, and the goodness for the ones who are in your company,

and the prolongation of the Sajdahs. That was from the Sunnah of the penitent

ones’.*’
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‘| said to Abu Abdullah®*"®, ‘When the time for the Obligatory (Salat) enters, shall |
pray the Optional or begin with the Obligatory?’ So he®"* said: ‘It is preferred that

you begin with the Obligatory, and rather delay Al-Zohr from the midday due to the

reason of a Salat of the penitent [17:25]".%8
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah®" saying: ‘The Salats of the penitent [17:25] are fifty
(Cycles), all of them being with ‘Say He®*" Allah®*" is One’ (Chapter 112).*°

(Sl adey e T 22 S F 3 g o BUB 5 ol 22 B e o nd e g g ke e
-G B s B (ade d otk )y Gaidd 2l J6 6

% 44 1286 12 L)) s

7 43 /286 12 S s

8 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book of Salat CH 11 H 5
49 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book of Salat CH 21 H 13
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"® having said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen
said: ‘The midday Salat is the Salat of the penitent [17:25]’.>°

The innovation of the forenoon Salat
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®"* and Abu Abdullah®"® that Rasool-Allah®*""

said: ‘The Salat at forenoon is an innovation’.>!
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‘Amir Al-Momineen®"* by a man who was praying the forenoon Salat in Masjid Al-
Kufa. So he®"* pressed his side with the whip and said: ‘You slaughtered the Salat
of the penitent [17:25], may Allah®" Slaughter you! He said, ‘So, shall | leave it?’
He®"* said: ‘Have you seen the one who forbids [96:9] A servant when he prays
Salat? [96:10] .

WL () adey e JISSL ST 9y (D) adey A e ol Js

So Abu Abdullah®™"® said: ‘And it suffices by the denial of Ali*®" as its

forbiddance”.>®
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‘We went out with Ali*>™, and were in the middle of the Masjid, when the people
were praying Salat (more than necessary), when the sun had emerged, and | heard

0 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Salat CH 84 H 10
L Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Salat CH 85 H 9
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him®™™ saying: ‘They are slaughtering the Salat of the penitent [17:25], may
Allah®" Slaughter them!’

Aaghoey 1JB flag £ Lis 1 ls 1 JB

asws

He (the narrator) said, ‘l said, ‘So what is ‘slaughtering it'?’ He®™ said: ‘Hastening it’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘I said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen®"*! What is the Salat of the
penitent [17:25]?' He®"* said: ‘Two Cycles”.>®

Forgiveness for the penitent Shias
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‘Abu Ja’far®"* said: ‘Come with us to an orchard of ours®*"*. So he®*"* called for a

donkey and a mule and he®"* said: ‘Which of the two is more beloved to you (for
riding)?’ | said, ‘The donkey’. He®"* said: ‘1°*"® would love it if you could prefer
me®**® with the donkey’. | said, ‘The mule is more beloved to me’. So he®"* rode the

donkey and | rode the mule.
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So when we went, the donkey wavered in its walking until Abu Ja’far®"* shook my

shoulder, and the stirrups of the saddle crossed over. | said, ‘May | be sacrificed for
you®*™! [t is as if | see you®"* have stomach complaint’. He**"* said: ‘And you have
discerned this from me®*"*?
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Rasool-Allah®®"" had a donkey for him*®"" called Afeer. When he**" rode it, it
wavered in its walking in joyfulness with Rasool-Allah®*"" until it shook his**""
shoulders, and he**"" crossed over the stirrups of the saddle, and he**"" was

saying: ‘O Allah®"| This isn’t from me®®"", but that is from Afeer’, and my®"* donkey
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(as well) wavered in its walking, so crossed over the stirrups of the saddle, and
125" said: ‘O Allah®"! This isn’t from me®*"*, but this is from my®*"* donkey”.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘He®"* said: ‘O Bin Ata’a! Do you see the turning of the sun?’

So | said, ‘May | be sacrificed for you®"*! And what is my knowledge with that and |
am with you®*"*?’ He®*"* said: ‘No, don’t do so (Pray Salat), and you are close’. So
we travelled. He***® said: ‘1°*"® have done it’. | said, ‘(In) this red place?’ He**"* said:
‘The Salat isn’t (to be done) over here. This is a valley, and it isn’t for praying Salat’.

asws
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He (the narrator) said, ‘So we went on to a white land. He®"*®

and it isn’t for Salat, the marshland’.

said: ‘This is boggy,
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He (the narrator) said, ‘So we went on to a gravel land. He**"* said: ‘Over here’. So
he®*"® descended and | descended. He**"* said: ‘O Ibn Ata’a! Do you go to Al-Iraq
and see the people praying Salat between those masts in Masjid Al-Kufa?’ | said,
‘Yes'. So he®"* said: ‘Those are the Shias of my®"® father®®"® Ali*"°. This is the

Salat of the penitent. Allah®" is Saying: He would always be Forgiving to the
penitent [17:25]”.>*

VERSES 26 & 27
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And give to the one with kinship his right, and (to) the needy, and the wayfarer,
and do not squander wastefully [17:26]
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Surely the squanderers were always the brethren of the Satans and the Satan
was always ungrateful to his Lord [17:27]

The kinship is the kinship of Rasool-Allah®*""
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(It has been narrated) from Ali*"® Bin Al-Husayn®*** having said to a man from the
people of Syria: ‘Have you not read: And give to the one with kinship his right
[17:26]?’ He said, ‘Yes’. He*"*: ‘So we™"* are they”.>
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‘Ali**"® Bin Al-Husayn®"* said to a man from the people of Syria: ‘Have you read the
Quran?’ He said, ‘Yes'. He®®"* said: ‘So have you not read in (Surah) Bani Israeel
(Chapter 17): And give to the one with kinship his right [17:26]?" He said, ‘And
you®"® are the relative which Allah®" the Exalted Commanded that his right be

given to?’ He™"* said: ‘Yes'.*

The (estate of) Fadak was Granted by Allah®" to (Syeda) Fatima®"s
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‘| said to Abu Abdullah®"®, ‘Did Rasool-Allah®**"" Give (the estate of) Fadak to
Fatima®"*?’ He®"* said: ‘It was dedicated for her®®"*, so Allah®**" Revealed: And
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give to the one with kinship his right [17:26]. So Rasool-Allah®*"" gave her®",
her®*" right'.
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| said, ‘Rasool-Allah®®™" gave it to her®"s?” He®™" said: ‘But, Allah®*" Gave it to
herasws”.57
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‘| said to Abu Abdullah®"*, ‘Was it Rasool-Allah®**" who gave Fadak to Fatima®"*?’
He®" said: ‘It was for her®™" from Allah32¥” 58

h saww

The fulfilment of the Verse by Rasool-Alla
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‘Al-Reza®*"* has said: ‘The Words of the Exalted: And give to the one with kinship
his right [17:26] — Allah®" the Mighty, the Compeller has Specialised them in
particular over the community.
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He*"* said: ‘So when this Verse was Revealed unto Rasool-Allah®*"", he**"" said:
‘Call Fatima®"* for me®®""I" So she®"* was called over for him**"", and he said:
‘O Fatima®"°I' She®"* said: ‘Here 1**"* am, O Rasool-Allah®®""I" He**"" said: ‘This
here is (the estate of) Fadak, and it is from what no battle was fought for with the
horses nor with the camels, and it is for me**"" exclusively without any share for the
Muslims, and 1" have made it to be for you®"* when Allah®*" the Exalted

saww
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Commanded me**"™" for it. Therefore, take it for yourself®*"* and vyour
children®"s >
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‘Abu Abdullah®"* has said: ‘When Allah®" the Exalted Revealed: And give to the
one with kinship his right, and (to) the needy [17:26], Rasool-Allah®*"" said: ‘O
Jibraeel®, I®®"" recognised the needy, so who are the near of kin?” He® said:
‘They®*"™ are your™®™™ near of kin, Hassan®"®, and Husayn®™"®, and (Syeda)
Fatima®™"®. So he®*"" said: ‘My**"" Lord*" has Commanded me**"" that I5®"%
should give to them®"® from what has been Bestowed upon me**"". He®*"* said:
‘Then he®®™" gave them®", Fadak’.®®
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‘When Allah®®" Granted victory over Khyber to Rasool-Allah®®", and Allah®"
Bestowed Fadak upon him**"", and Revealed unto him**"': And give to the one
with kinship his right [17:26], he5®"" said: ‘O Fatima®"*! For you™"* is Fadak’.®*

The boundaries of the estate of Fadak
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‘When Abu Al-Hassan Musa®"* arrived to Al-Mahdi (the Caliph), he®"* saw him
paying compensation for the injustices. So he®*"* said: ‘O commander of the faithful!
What is the matter the injustices upon us®"* are not being compensated for?’ So he
said to him®*"°, ‘And what is that, O Abu Al-Hassan®"*?" He®"* said: ‘Allah®"
Blessed and Exalted, When He*" Granted victory to His®**" Prophet®®"", (the estate
of) Fadak and what surrounded it was not captured upon by a cavalry or an infantry.
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So Allah®" Revealed unto His**" Prophet**"™: And give to the one with kinship
his right [17:26], and Rasool-Allah®**" did not know who they were. So he®*""
referred that back to Jibraeel®, and Jibraeel® referred it back to his** Lord*". So
Allah®" Revealed unto him**"" that he®*""' should hand over (the estate of) Fadak to
Fatima®"°. So Rasool-Allah**"" called her®*"* over and said to her®"®: ‘O Fatima®*"*!
Allah®" Commanded me**"*" that I°*"*" should hand over Fadak to you®"*. She®"*
said: ‘1" have accepted, O Rasool-Allah®*"", as being from Allah®" and from
you®s*"™”,
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Thus, her®" agents did not cease to be therein during the lifetime of Rasool-
Allah®®"", But when Abu Bakr became the ruler, he threw her®*"* agents out from it.
So she®"* went over to him asking him to return it to her®*"*, but he said to her®"®,
‘Come to me with either a black (man) or a red (man) to testify for you®"* with that'.
So she®"® came over with Amir Al-Momineen®"* and Umm Ayman and they both
testified for her®"*. So he wrote it to be for her®*" to be left alone from interference.
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asws asws

Then she®*"* went out and the letter was with her®**"*, and Umar met her®"®, and he
said, ‘What is this with you®™"*, O daughter®"® of Muhammad®*""'?’ She®*"* said: ‘A
letter written out for me®*® by Ibn Abu Qohafa’ He said, ‘Show it to me’. But she®*"*
refused. So he snatched it from her®"* hand and looked into it, then spat in it, and
deleted it, and shredded it, and he said to her®"®, ‘This (land) was not captured upon
by your®"* father®®"" without a cavalry or an infantry so the ropes could be tied in
our necks’.
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Al-Mahdi said to him®"®, ‘O Abu Al-Hassan®"°! Define its boundary for me’. So
he®*"* said: ‘A boundary from it is the Mountain of Ohad, and a boundary from it is
Areysh of Egypt, and a boundary from it is Sayf Al-Bahr, and a boundary from it is

Dowmat Al-Jandal’. So he said, ‘All of this?’ He**"® said: ‘Yes, O commander of the
faithful, all of this. All of this is from what was not captured upon from its owners by
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Rasool-Allah®®*"", neither by a cavalry nor an infantry’. So he said, ‘It is a lot, and |

shall look into it’.%?

The apparent squandering
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‘| asked Abu Abdullah®"s about His®*" Words: and do not squander wastefully
[17:26]. So he®"* said: ‘The one who spends anything in other than the obedience
of Allah®", so he is a squanderer. And the one who spends in the way of good; so,

he is an economiser’.%®
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah®"* saying: ‘Fear Allah®*" and do not be extravagant nor be
stingy, but be in between that. The squandering is from the waste, and Allah®"
Says: and do not squander wastefully [17:26]. Surely, Allah®" does not Punish

upon the economising’.®*
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‘A man came over to Abu Abdullah®"®, and he said to him®*"* ‘O Abu Abdullah®"*!

Lend me (some money) up to (my) financial ease’. So Abu Abdullah®"* said to him:

‘Up to you realising a harvest?’ So the man said, ‘No, by Allah®". He**"* said: ‘So
asws, «

up to your profit in a trade? He said, ‘No, by Allah®™"’. He*"*: ‘So up to a contract
being fulfilled?’ So he said, ‘No, by Allah®"".
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145

asws

wealth,

asws

So Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘Thus, you are from the ones for whom, in our
there is a right’. Then he®*"* called for a bag wherein were some Dirhams, and he
inserted his®™"* hand in it and took out a handful from it, then said to him: ‘Fear
Allah®" and neither be extravagant nor be stingy, but be upright in between that.
The squandering is from the extravagance. Allah®" Mighty and Majestic Said: and
do not squander wastefully [17:26] .
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"® — similar to that’.®®
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‘| asked Abu Abdullah®™" regarding His®*" Words: and do not squander wastefully
[17:26]. He**"*® said: ‘The man spends his wealth, and sits back with there being no
wealth left for him’. He (the narrator) said, ‘So can the squandering happen to be in

Permissible (ways of spending)?’ He™"* said: ‘Yes”.®®
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‘We went over to Abu Abdullah®"*, and he®"* called for the dates. So one of them
went on to throw away the cores, but Abu Abdullah®"* withheld his hand and he®"*
said: ‘Do not do so. This is from the squandering, and surely Allah®" does not Love

the spoilage”.®’
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The esoteric squandering
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regarding the Words of Allah®": and
said: ‘Do not squander wastefully the

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdulla
do not squander wastefully [17:26]. He
Wilayah of Ali?s" 8

asws

VERSE 28
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And if you turn from them seeking Mercy from your Lord which you hope for,
then speak to them gentle words [17:28]

Politeness
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‘I heard Ja'far®®"® saying: ‘Jibraeel®® came over to the Prophet**"" and he® said: ‘O

Muhammad®*™! Your*®" Lord®" Conveys the greetings to you®, and is Saying to
you®®"": “Be polite with My®*" creatures”.*®
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘Rasool-Allah®*"" said:
‘My®®" Lord®" Commanded me with being polite with the people just as He®"
Commanded with the fulfilment of the Obligations’.”
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘Rasool-Allah®®"" said:
‘Politeness with the people is half the Eman, and kindness with them is half the life’.
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Then Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘Mingle with the righteous secretly and mingle with the
immoral superficially (in public), but do not be attracted to them as they would
oppress you. There will come a time, when, from the religious people, only those will

be safe who are thought of as fools, and they would patience so much so that they
will be called silly i.e. there is no intellect for him’.”

VERSES 29 & 30

(29} 5% ol 2228 e g lors ¥ g 1y 50 8% 12 3

And do not make your hand to be shackled to your neck nor extend it with
every extension for you will sit back blamed, insolvent [17:29]
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Surely, your Lord Extends and Straitens sustenance to one He so Desires to.
He would always be Informed, Insightful with His servants [17:30]
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‘I was in the presence of Abu Abdullah®"*, when a beggar came over. So he
reached to a basket in which were some dates, filled his®**"* hand and gave it to him.
Then another came over and begged him*"*. So he*"* stood, grabbed a handful
and gave it to him. Then another came over and begged him®"*, so he®"* stood,
grabbed a handful and gave it to him. Then another came over and begged him®",
So he*"* stood, grabbed a handful and gave it to him.
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Then another one came over, so he®"* said: ‘May Allah®*" Grace us®"*® and you'.
Then he*" said: ‘Rasool-Allah®*"" was such that no one asked him**"" from
something of the world except that he**"" gave it to him. So, a woman sent her son
over to him*"® saying, ‘Go to him*** and ask him. So, if he®®"" says: ‘There is
nothing with us**"*", so he said, ‘Give me your**""" shirt’. He*"* said: ‘So he**"" took
off his shirt and threw it at him’.
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And in another copy, ‘So he®®™ gave him (his*®" shirt) and Allah®*" Blessed and
High Educated him**" upon the moderation, so He®**" Said: And do not make your

hand to be shackled to your neck norzextend it with every extension for you
' 7

will sit back blamed, insolvent [17:29].
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* regarding the Words of Allah®" Mighty
and Majestic: And do not make your hand to be shackled to your neck nor
extend it with every extension for you will sit back blamed, insolvent [17:29].
He®"* said: ‘The ‘insolvency’ is the destitution’.”®
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‘From Abu Abdullah®"® having said: ‘Then Allah®" Mighty and Majestic Taught
His®" Prophet®*" how he**"" should spend, and that is because, when there was

2 Al Kafi — V 4 — The Book of Zakat Ch 81 H 7
3 Al Kafi — V 4 — The Book of Zakat Ch 81 H 6
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an ounce of gold with him, so he**"" disliked it that it should be with him®""
overnight, so he**" gave charity with it.
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So the morning came and there wasn’t anything with him®®*", and there came one

who begged him**"", but there did not happen to be with him*®"" what he***" could
give him. So the beggar blamed him**" and he**"" was gloomy when there did not
happen to be with him*®"" what he could give him, and he**"" was merciful,
tender-hearted.
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So Allah®" Mighty and Majestic Educated His®*" Prophet®*"" with his®**" matter,
and He®" Said: And do not make your hand to be shackled to your neck nor
extend it with every extension for you will sit back blamed, insolvent [17:29].
He*" was Saying: “Surely the people would be asking you®®"" and will not be
excusing you**" (from giving). So, when you**"" give the entirety of what is with
you®®"" from the wealth, yous"" would be destitute from the wealth”.”
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‘From Abu Abdullah®"* regarding His*" Words: And do not make your hand to be
shackled to your neck [17:29]. He (the narrator) said, ‘So he®"* clasped his®"®
hands and said: ‘Like this!” Then he®"* said: nor extend it with every extension
[17:29], so he®™"* extended his®"® palm and said: ‘Like this!”"

VERSE 31
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And do not kill your children for fear of destitution. We sustain them and you.
Surely your killing them was a major mistake [17:31]
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ibrahim®* (7" Imam having said: ‘The Pilgrim

would never be a destitute, ever'. | said, ‘And what is the ‘destitution’?’ He®*"* said:
‘Bankruptcy’. Then he®™"* said: ‘And do not kill your children for fear of
destitution [17:31]".7

asws)

VERSE 32
{32} >)L:‘."-"/"‘ ;L:ﬂj Z\.A.;'.\:/-Le Q\_{':\_,l \_,J/j‘ \ji}a_-; yj

And do not go near the adultery; it was always an immorality and an evil way
[17:32]
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja'far®*"® regarding His**" Words: And do not go
near the adultery; it was always an immorality. He*"* said: ‘A disobedience and
an abomination, for Allah®" Abhors it and Hates it. And His®*" Words: and an evil
way - and it (deserves) the harshest of the Punishment for the people. And the

adultery is the biggest of the major sins’.””
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‘From Al-Sadig®*"®, from his®*"® father®*"®, from Ali**"®, from the Prophet®"" in a
bequest to him®"®: ‘O Ali®**®! In the adultery there are six characteristics, three from
these are in the world and three in the Hereatfter.
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So as for which are in the world, it is does away with the glamour, and hastens the
annihilation, and cuts off the sustenance. And as for which are in the Hereafter, so it
is the evil Reckoning, and Wrath of the Beneficent, and eternity in the Fire”.”®
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah®"* saying: ‘The one who commits adultery exits from the
Eman, and the one who drinks the wine exits from the Eméan, and the one who
breaksthe Fast for a day from the Month of Ramazan deliberately, exits from the
Eman’.

For detailed Ahadeeth on adultery, see Al Kafi Vol 2 The Book of Eman and Kufr,
Chapter 112 — The major sins —

https://hubeali.com/books/English-Books/AlKafiVol2/AlKafiV2-
TheBookOfBeliefAndDisbelief(9).pdf

VERSE 33
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And do not kill the soul which Allah has Forbidden, except with the right; and
one who is killed unjustly, so We have Made an authority to be for his
guardian, but he should not be excessive in the killing. He would always be
Helped [17:33]

8190 1= Bz cilall
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Prohibition of excessive killing
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘When a number gather
upon killing one man, the guardians (of the deceased) decide which one of them
they would like to kill, and it is not for them that they kill more than one. Allah®"
Mighty and Majestic is Saying: and one who is killed unjustly, so We have Made
an authority to be for his guardian, but he should not be excessive in the
killing [17:33]".%°
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‘| said to Abu Al-Hassan®*"* that Allah®" Mighty and Majestic is Saying in His®"
Book: And do not kill the soul which Allah has Forbidden, except with the right;
and one who is killed unjustly, so We have Made an authority to be for his
guardian, but he should not be excessive in the killing. He would always be
Helped [17:33]. So what is this excessiveness which Allah®" Mighty and Majestic
has Forbidden from?’ He®*"* said: ‘Forbidden that he should kill anyone other than
his killer, or dismembering the killer’.
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| said, ‘So what is the Meaning of His®*" Words: surely he would always be Aided.
He*"* said: ‘And which Aid is greater than that the killer should be handed over to

the guardians of the killed-one, so they can kill him and there would be no follow-up
(consequences) from killing him (the killer), neither in Religion nor in the world’.%*
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"® having said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen®"*

judged regarding three who had participated is demolishing it upon one of them, so

he died, and the remaining ones had to take the responsibility for his wergild

because each one of them was responsible for his companion’.®?

Exception in the case of Al-Husayn®"® Bin Ali*"®
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From him, from Salih, from Al-Hajjaal, from one of his companions, who has reported:

| asked Abu Abdullah®"* about the Words of Allah®" Mighty and Majestic: and one
who is killed unjustly, so We have Made an authority to be for his guardian, but
he should not be excessive in the killing [17:33]. He*" said: ‘It was Revealed
regarding Al-Husayn®"®, Even if all the people of the earth were to be killed for it, it

would not be excessive’.®
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‘| asked Abu Abdullah®"* about the Words of Allah®" Mighty and Majestic: and one
who is killed unjustly, so We have Made an authority to be for his guardian, but
he should not be excessive in the killing. He would always be Helped [17:33].
He®™"* said: ‘It was Revealed regarding Al-Husayn®"*. Even if his®"® guardian
(Appointed Authority) kills all the inhabitants of the earth for it, it would not be
excessive. And his®"® guardian (Appointed Authority) is Al-Qaim®" 8
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®*"* regarding His*" Words: and one who is
killed unjustly, so We have Made an authority to be for his guardian, but he
should not be excessive in the killing. He would always be Helped [17:33].
He®" said: ‘He®*"* is Al-Husayn Bin Ali**"®, being killed unjustly, and we®"* are
his®**"* guardians (Appointed Authorities), and Al-Qaim®*"* from us®"®, when he®"*
rises, would seek revenge for Al-Husayn®"*, so he**"® would kill to the extent that it

would be said, ‘He®*"® has exceeded in the killing’.
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And he®" said: ‘The killed — Al-Husayn®"*, and his®**"® guardian (Appointed
Authority) is Al-Qaim®"*, And the excessiveness in the killing, is that one kills other
than the killer, He would always be Helped [17:33]. So he®"* would not go away
from the world until he®*"* is helped by a man from the Progeny®** of the Rasool**""

who would fill the earth with equity and justice just as it had been filled with injustice

and inequity’.®
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‘| asked Abu Abdullah®"® about the Words of the Exalted: and one who is killed
unjustly, so We have Made an authority to be for his guardian, but he should
not be excessive in the killing. He would always be Helped [17:33].
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He*"* said: ‘That is Qaim®*"* of the Progeny®*"* of Muhammad®"*". He**"* would
rise and he®"* would kill for (avenging) the blood of Al Husayn®"°. So, if he®*"* were
to kill (all) the inhabitants of the earth, it would not happen to be excessive.
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And His®" Words: but he should not be excessive in the killing [17:33], i.e. there
is nothing he®"* would do which would happen to be excessive'.
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Then Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘By Allah®*"l He®"* would kill the offspring of those who
kiled Al-Husayn®™"* due to the deeds of their forefathers (whom they were in

agreement with)” %
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‘From Abu Ja’far®*"*, he (the narrator) said, ‘I said to him®*"°, ‘O son®*"* of Rasool-
Allah®®"™! The sons of Al-Hassan®*"* claim that Al-Qaim®"* would be from them and
they are the masters of the Command, and the sons of Ibn Al-Hanafiyya claim similar
to that'.
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So he®"* said: ‘May Allah®" have Mercy on my**** uncle Al Hassan®*"*. He**"* had
sheathed forty thousand swords when Amir Al-Momineen®"* was hit and submitted
these to Muawiya. And Muhammad (Al-Hanafiyya) son of Ali**"°, seventy thousand
swords fought him. Had he exposed against them with an exposure, they would not
have come out from it until they would have all died in their entirety.
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And Al-Husayn®"® came out, and he®" displayed his®™" self to Allah®*" among

seventy men. Who is more rightful with his®*"* blood than us®"*? By Allah®"I we®"*
are the Masters®*"* of the Command, and among us®*"* would be Al-Qaim®*"*, and
from the fighters and the Helped ones. And Allah®" has Said: ‘and one who is
killed unjustly, so We have Made an authority to be for his guardian [17:33].

We®* guardians of Al-Husayn Bin Ali**"® and are upon his®*" Religion”.%’
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‘From Abu Abdullah®"®, he (the narrator) said, ‘| heard him**"® saying: ‘One who kills
the soul which Allah has Forbidden [17:33], so Al-Husayn®"* has been killed
among the people of his**"* household”.®

VERSE 34

And do not approach the wealth of the orphan except by which is best until he
reaches maturity; and fulfil the oath, surely the oath would always be
guestioned about [17:34]

The wealth of the orphans
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‘| asked Abu Abdullah®"® about consuming the wealth of the orphans. So he®"*

said: ‘The one who takes care of the orphan until his orphan-hood is cut off (grows
up), or he becomes self-sufficient, the Mighty and Majestic Obligates the Paradise
for him just as He**" has Obligated the Fire for the one who devours the wealth of

the orphans’.®®
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Abu Abdullah®"* has said that Rasool-Allah®®"" said: ‘When I’ was ascended to
the sky, I°®" saw a people and Fire was being thrown into their mouths and it was
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coming out from their backs. So I1°¥®" said: ‘Who are they, O Jibraeel**?’ So he®*

said: ‘They are the ones who were devouring the wealth of the orphans unjustly’.%
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(It has been narrated) from one of them®"* (5" or 6" Imam®"*), ‘| asked, ‘Regarding,
how much wealth of the orphans consumed (unjustly) Obligates the Fire?’ The

Imam®** said: ‘Regarding two Dirhams’.*!
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(It has been narrated) from Ubeyd Bin Zarara, who says ‘| asked Abu Abdullah®"*

about the major sins, so he®*"* said: ‘From these is the devouring of the wealth of the
orphans unjustly’. (Zarara) said, ‘And there is no differing about this between our
companions. Allah Praise is for Allah®".%
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‘| asked Abu Al-Hassan®"* about the man who happens to have wealth of the
orphans in his hands, and he is needy to it. So, can he extend his hand and take it,
and he intends to return it?” So he®*"* said: ‘It is not befitting for him that he
consumes except with the moderation and should not be extravagant”.%®
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From Abu Abdullah®"®: ‘In the book of Ali®*"® Bin Abu Talib®"* (it is stated): ‘The
devourer of the wealth of the orphans unjustly would come across the scourge of
that in his descendants from after him and would continue with him’.%*
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‘Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘until he reaches maturity [17:34] - The wet dreams,
at the age of thirteen years’.*

The actual orphans
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‘| said to Abu Ja'far®™"s, ‘May Allah®*" Keep you®" well! What is the least of which
makes the servant enter the Fire?’ He®"* said: ‘The one who devours one Dirham
from the wealth of the orphans (unjustly). And we®"* are the orphans’.?®
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(Imam Hassan Al-Askari®®"* said): ‘And the most severely orphaned is this orphan,
the one orphaned (cut off) from his Imam®"®, not being able upon arriving to him®"s,

and he does not know how his®*"* decision is regarding what he is involved with from
the Laws of his Religion.
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Indeed! So the one who was from our®"*® Shias, a knower of our®*"* teachings, and
this (other one) is the ignorant one with our®*"* Laws, the one cut off from witnessing
us®"® is an orphan in his lap. Indeed! So the one who guides him and set him on the
right path, and teaches him our®"® Laws — would be with us®*"* among the lofty
friends. My**"® father®"® narrated to me®"*® with that, from his®*"* forefathers®"*,

from Rasool-Allah%"" %7
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(Imam Hassan Al Askari®*"® said: ‘And Al-Husayn®"* Bin Ali**"® said: ‘The one who
guarantees an orphan of ours®"°, the one cut off from us®"® by an ordeal being
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veiled from us™"™, so he extends to him from our™™ teachings which have come to
him — until he sets him right and guides him, Allah®" Mighty and Majestic would Say
to him: “O you benevolent servant, the consoling one! 1*" am foremost with the
Benevolence! O My Angels! Make for him in the Gardens by the number of every
letter he taught, a million castles, and incorporate to these whatever is suitable with
these from the rest of the Bounties!”®®

Fulfilling the oath
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‘| asked Abu Ja'far®*"® about the oaths, and the vows, and the oath in which there is
obedience for Allah®". So he®"* said: ‘Whatever is made for the Sake of Allah®" in
obedience, so let it be fulfilled. So if something from that is made for the Sake of
Allah®", then he does not do it, so his oath would have expiation; and but whatever

oath was in disobedience, so it is not with anything’.%°
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Al-Hassan Musa®*"* having said: ‘Everyone who is

frustrated from fulfilling his vow, so his expiation is an expiation of an oath’.*®

VERSE 35
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And fulfil the measure when you measure out and weigh with the straight
scale; that is good and of excellent interpretation [17:35]
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‘Abu Ja’far®**"® having said: ‘the straight scale [17:35] — so it is the Scale which has

a tongue for it’.***
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‘From Abu Al-Hassan Musa®*"* Bin Ja’far®*"®, from his*"* father®"* regarding the
Words of Allah®" Mighty and Majestic: and fulfil the oath, surely the oath would
always be questioned about [17:34] And fulfil the measure when you measure
out and weigh with the straight scale [17:35].
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He®"* said: ‘The oath is what the Prophet®*"" took upon the people regarding our®*"*
cordiality and obedience to Amir Al-Momineen®"* that they should not oppose
him®"*, nor precede him®", nor cut off his®**"* relationship, and he**" let them
know that they would be Questioned about it and about the Book of Allah®" Mighty
and Majestic.
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So, as for the straight scale [17:35], so he is the Imam®"™, and he is the
justice from the creatures in their entirety, and it is the decision of the Imams®"*. And
Allah®" Mighty and Majestic Said: that is good and of excellent interpretation
[17:35]. He®™" is more understanding with the interpretation of the Quran and what

to decide and judge”.'®?
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