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CHAPTER 18
AL-KAHF
(110 VERSES)
VERSES 83 - 110
e A

VERSES 83 & 84
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And they are asking you about Zulgarnayn. Say: ‘l will recite to you a mention
of him [18:83]
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Surely, We Enabled him in the earth and Gave him a course from every thing

[18:84]

S ds AT o 1 JB iy op wosin o dest Wi 1J6 Gl rad) oy dest oy dal Wi 1 J6 s

OF e oy SL:*‘U; cg;qUuJ YpeE F c@.ﬂ.\ Sl o Blen] A e c}«“&d o Lid> :J6 cL}J)Ua;J\
HEIEUPIURAUEIW of gl CaS” o il 13 e T edhd) adey e oy JUe 16 el & o0 by

‘A man asked Ali®***®, ‘What is your®"* view of Zulgarnayn, how was he able upon
reaching the east and the west?’
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H asws

said: ‘Allah®®" Subjected the clouds for him, and Extended for him in the
courses1 and Spread out the light for him. So, the night and the day were the same
to him”.
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The spring of life
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Amir Al-Momineen®"* said: ‘And that His*" Words, of the Mighty and Majestic:
Surely We Enabled him in the earth and Gave him a course from every thing
[18:84] —i.e. an indication. So it was said to him, ‘For Allah®" in the earth, there is a
spring called the spring of life. None with a soul will drink from it except he would not
die until the Scream’.
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So Zulgarnayn called Khizr®®, he was the most superior of his®* companions in his®
presence, and called three hundred and sixty men, and handed over a (dead) fish to
each one of them, and said to them: ‘Go to such and such a place, for over there,
there are three hundred and sixty springs, and let each one of you wash his fish in a
spring other than the spring of his companions’.
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So they went and washed, and Al-Khizr®® sat to wash, but the fish slipped from him®
into the spring, and Al-Khizr®*® remained wondering from what he® saw, and said
within himself®>: ‘What shall 1** say to Zul Qarnayn?’ Then he® removed his cloth to
seek the fish, and he® drank from its water, but was not able upon (finding) the fish.
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Then they returned to Zul Qarnayn, and Zul Qarnayn ordered for taking back the fish
from his companions. So when he ended up to Al Khizr®®, he did not find anything to
be with him, and said to him: ‘What is the state of the fish?’ So Al-Khizr®® informed
him. He said to him®: ‘So what did you®® do?’ He® said: ‘I*°* immersed into it and

went on diving to seek it, but could not find it'. He said: ‘So did you®® drink from it?’
He® said: ‘Yes'.
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He®"* said: ‘Then Zulgarnayn sought the spring of life, but could not find it, and he

said to Al-Khizr®: “You®® are its owner”.?
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‘I heard Abu Al-Hassan Ali**"® Bin Musa Al-Reza®"*® saying: ‘Al-Khizr®® drank from
the water of life, thus he® is alive and will not be dying until the Trumpet is Blown
into. And he® tends to come to us®"* and greets us®*"*, so we®"* hear his® voice
but do not see his® person.

a;ﬂuugjcaﬁﬂw@eg@myﬁg\,&;dﬁcwwguo;sw‘;sm?r&gqj

CCRE WV SETRS WA U (- LY & o 9 gl cles e ags

And he® tends to be present wherever mentioned, so the one from you who
mentions him®, then let him greet him®. And he® tends to attend the season (of
Hajj) every year, and he® fulfils the entirety of the rituals, and he® pauses at Arafaat,
and he® says ‘Ameen’ upon a supplication of the Momineen, and Allah®" by him®
the loneliness of our®"® Qaim®"® during his®"*® Occultation, and maintains

relationship with him®"* alone”.?

VERSES 85 - 87

So he followed a course [18:85]
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Until when he reached west of the sun, and found it setting in a muddy spring,
and found a people at it. We Said: “O Zulqarnayn! Either you punish or you
take to goodness regarding them ” [18:86]
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He said: ‘As for one who is unjust, then soon We will Punish him, then he will
return to His Lord and He will Punish him with a terrible Punishment [18:87]
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‘From Abu Ja'far®*"® having said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen®"* said: ‘Setting of the sun in a

muddy spring, is in a sea besides the city which follows from what the west follows’, -
meaning Jabalga® .
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‘| asked Abu Abdullah®" about the Words of Allah®": And they are asking you
about Zulqarnain. Say: ‘I will recite to you a mention of him [18:83].
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He™"* said: ‘Allah®" Sent Zulgarnayn to his people, so they struck upon his right
horn, and Allah®" Caused them to die for five hundred years. Then He®*" Sent him
to them after that, and they struck upon his left horn, so Allah®" Caused them to die
for five hundred years, then Sent him to them after that. So he ruled over the east of
the earth and its west, from where the sun emerges to where it sets.
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So these are His®" Words: Until when he reached west of the sun, and found it
setting in a muddy spring [18:86] — up to His®" Words with a terrible
Punishment [18:87] — he®"* said: ‘In the Fire. So Zulgarnayn built for them a gate
of copper and iron, and asphalt and tar, which came to be between them and the
exit.

191 12 QL anren | letaaly Blin y 5 AV 5 eyl sl Laalaa) (e — Two cities, one of them being at the
furthest west, and the one being Rastaq at Isfahan.
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Then he®"* said: ‘There was no man among them who died until there were born for
him, from his loins, a thousand sons’. Then he®"* said: ‘They Yajouj and Majouj
(Gog and Magog) were more numerous creatures after the Creation of the Angels’.®
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‘And it has come in the esoteric of the Tafseer of the People®"* of the Household
what is strengthened by this explanation in the explanation of the Words of the
Exalted: ‘As for one who is unjust, then soon We will Punish him, then he will
return to His Lord and He will Punish him with a terrible Punishment [18:87] — It
refers to (the enemies of) Amir-Al-Momineen®"*.
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He (the unjust Kafir) would be Punished with a terrible Punishment until he will say
Surely We have warned you of a near Punishment on the Day the person
would see what his hands had sent ahead, and the Kafir would be saying, ‘O! |
wish | was dust!’ [78:40] - i.e., from the Shias of Abu Turab®"® (Amlr Al-

Momineen®*®). And the Meaning of: return to his Lord - i.e., to his Master®"* ’
VERSE 88
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And as for him who believes and does (the) righteous deed, for him shall be a
goodly Recompense, and We will Speak to him an easy word from Our
Command [18:88]
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(It has been narrated) from my Master Ali**"® Bin Musa Al-Reza®"®, from his
father®"®, from his®"® forefathers®"*, from Amir-Al-Momineen®"* having said:
‘Rasool-Allah®*"" said: ‘Jibraeel®* came to me**"" from his** Lord*" Mighty and
Majestic and he® said: ‘My*® Lord®*" Conveys His**" Greetings to you®®"", and is
Saying to you®®"": “O Muhammad®""! Give good news of the Paradise, to the
Momineen who are doing (the) righteous deed and believe in you™"" and the
People®** of your®®"™ Household. So for them, in My**" Presence is a goodly
Recompense [18:88] - entering into the Paradise”.
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And the ‘goodly Recompense’, it is the Wilayah of the People®™™ of the Household,
entering into the Paradise, and the living eternally in their®"* vicinity’.2

VERSES 89 - 91

~

{89} 1z a2
Then he followed a course [18:89]
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Until when he reached the emergence of the sun, and found it emerging upon
a people for whom We had not Made a shelter from below it [18:90]

(91} 2 o0 G sl 385 G008

Like that! And We have encompassing knowledge of his news [18:91]
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* regarding the Words of Allah®": Until
when he reached the emergence of the sun, and found it emerging upon a
people for whom We had not Made a shelter from below it [18:90]. The Imam®"®
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said: ‘Tgey did not know the workmanship of the construction (how to build a
house)'.
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja'far regarding His®**" Words: Then he
followed a course [18:89] Until when he reached the emergence of the sun, and
found it emerging upon a people for whom We had not Made a shelter from
below it [18:90] Like that! [18:91]. He*"* said: ‘Did not Teach them the building of
the houses’.™”

VERSES 92 - 98

Then he followed a course [18:92]
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Until when he reached between the two mountains and found besides these a
people who could hardly understand a word [18:93]
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They said, ‘O Zulgarnain! Yajouj and Majouj are making mischief in the land,
so can we make a remuneration for you upon that you will make a barrier to be
(built) between us and them?’ [18:94]
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He said, ‘What my Lord has Enabled me in it is better, but assist me with a
workforce, | shall make a fortified barrier to be between you and them [18:95]

° Al Mahaasin —V 2 Bk 6 H 16
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Bring me blocks of iron!” Until when he had erected between the two cliffs, he
said: ‘Blow!’ Until when He made it a fire, he said: ‘Bring me molten copper to
pour upon it!’ [18:96]

(97} & 401 00in s sytal OF 1pas S

So they were neither able to scale it nor were they able to make a hole in it
[18:97]
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He said: ‘This is a Mercy from my Lord, but when the Promise of my Lord
comes, He will Make it level, and a Promise of my Lord would always be true
[18:97]

The esoteric explanation
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‘From Abu Ja’far®™"®, he (the narrator) said, ‘I shall make a fortified barrier to be
between you and them [18:95]. He*"* said: ‘The Tagiyya’'. (He the narrator said),
‘So they were neither able to scale it nor were they able to make a hole in it
[18:97]". He®™"® said: ‘It is the Tagiyya”.'*
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‘| asked Al-Sadig®"* about His®™" Words: | shall make a fortified barrier to be
between you and them [18:95]. He®*"* said: ‘The Taqgiyya’. (He the narrator said),
‘So they were neither able to scale it nor were they able to make a hole in it

1185 /351 12 ailiall i

9 out of 51




Tafseer Hub-e-Ali*" www.hubeali.com

[18:97]". He*"* said: ‘They were not able to make a hole in it, when they worked in
the Tagiyya, they will not able during that upon a means (against you all), and it is
the fortresses of the fortresses, and would come to be between you and between the
enemies of Allah®" such a barrier, they will not be able to make a hole in it’.

st s Sl die asdl abyy 1 JB G5 dis 3 Al 6 Jg e oIl :J6
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He (the narrator) said, ‘And | asked him®"® about His**" Words: ‘but when the
Promise of my Lord comes, He will Make it level [18:97]. He®"® said: ‘The
Tagiyya would be lifted (no longer needed) during the uncovering, so he (Al-
Qaim®**) would take revenge from the enemies of Allah®*"” 12

YAJOUJ AND MAJOUJ (GOG AND MAGOG) AND THE BARRIER
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(It has been narrated) from the Prophet about the people Yajouj and Majouj (Gog
and Magog), having said: ‘The people who are persistently digging with their shovels
at the enclosure (barrier). So when it is the night, they say, ‘Tomorrow we shall be
free from it'. But when the morning comes, it turns out to be stronger than what it
was the day before, until (such time as) a man from among them would profess to
Al-Islam where Allah®" Intends His®*"* Command to reach him. So the Momin would
be saying, ‘Tomorrow | shall open it, if Allah®" so Desires it". They would come to it
and Allah®" would Open it.

M oy Al )y Jgid cosmi 5> osd BB 5 OGS sl (o)l 1 bls e gt o) Opd sy i U1 0
UY Blas e VG e i Y ey 1B e ge gl Jgmy b 1L s (3 s s O] g By (3l

By the One in Whose Hand is my**"" soul, the man from among them would pass by
the valley on the shores at Kowfan, and would drink from it until he drains it. So he
would be saying, ‘By Allah®"! | have seen this valley once, and the water was
flowing in its ground’. It was said, ‘O Rasool-Allah®**""! And when will this be?’ He®*""

12.86 /351 12 ailiall i
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said: ‘When there would not remain in the world except the like of leftovers in a

container’.*®

i e - IR P N P P (TS S P I T I PR Ar TP AP S YO |
é&&ijfg\Qg_&gjwijj;)\Q;ﬁxf3wiw\3&J@§&s&(¢M\¢)m§mM:}éﬁJ\é

z

G g Al e G st Ay il 5 Lds B 3T

Al-Husayn Bin Muhammad Al-Ashary, from Moalla Bin Muhammad, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin
Abdullah, from Al-Abbas Bin Al-A’ala, from Mujahid, from Ibn Abbas who said:

| asked Amir-Al-Momineen®"* about the creatures’. He®*"* said: ‘Allah®" Created
one thousand two hundred (species) in the land, and one thousand two hundred
(species) in the sea, and Made seventy species (races) of the Children of Adam®,
and the people are the Children of Adam®, except for the Yajouj and Majouj (Gog

and Magog)’.**
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(It has been narrated) from Salman Al-Farsy®® having said, ‘We were seated with
Amir-Al-Momineen®"* at his®"* house when they (the people) pledged their
allegiances to Umar Bin Al-Khattab. It was 1°°, and Al-Hassan®"°, and Al-Husayn®"®,
and Muhammad Bin Hanafiyya, and Muhammad Bin Abu Bakr, and Ammar Bin

Yaasir, and Al-Migdad Bin Al-Aswad Al-Kindy®®.
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asws asws asws, asws,

So his®"® son Al-Hassan said to him ‘O Amir-Al-Momineen
Suleyman® asked his* Lord*" for a kingdom which was not befitting for anyone
after him®, so he® was Given that. So do you®"* possess from what Sulayman®® Bin
Dawood possessed?’
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So he®" said: ‘By the One Who Split the seed and Formed the person, Sulayman
Bin Dawood® asked Allah®" Mighty and Majestic for the kingdom, so He**" Gave it

13 355 11 Y
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to him®, and your®"® father®™"* possesses what no one possesses after Rasool-
Allah®®"" before him®*"*, nor will anyone possess after him®*"*’.
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So Al-Hassan®"* said: ‘We would like you®"* to show us from what Allah®" has
Graced you®™" with, from the prestige’. So he®™"* said: ‘1**"* shall do it, if Allah®" so
Desires it'.
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So Amir-Al-Momineen®"* stood up, performed ablution and prayed two Cycles
Tagiyya, and supplicated to Allah®*" Mighty and Majestic with a supplication, which

no one understood. Then he®*"* gestured towards the west. So it was not long before
a cloud came across, and stopped at the house. And by its side was another cloud.
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So Amir-Al-Momineen®" said: ‘O you cloud! Descend by the Permission of
Allah®"!” So it descended, and it was saying, ‘There is no god except for Allah®",
and that Muhammad is Rasool-Allah®®"", and you®"* are his**"" Caliph and his®*""
successor. The one doubts regarding you®"* has strayed from the way of the
salvation’.
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Then the cloud stuck to the ground as if it was a sticky mat. So Amir-Al-
Momineen®"* said: ‘Be seated upon the cloud!" So we sat upon it, and it took us
from our places. Then he®*"* gestured towards the other cloud, so it descended, and
it was saying the speech of the first cloud, and Amir-Al-Momineen®"* seated
himself®*"* upon it, then spoke some words, and gestured to the two clouds to travel
towards the west. So there was the wind, which entered underneath the two clouds,
and it raised the two clouds along with their passengers. We swayed towards Amir-
ul-Momineen®"* and saw him®*"* seated upon a chair, and the Light was radiating
from his®*"* face, and his®"* face was more radiant than the moon’.
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said: ‘O Amir-Al-Momineen®"*!' Sulayman Bin Dawood® was
&% get obeyed?’

So Al-Hassan
obeyed due to his® ring, and with what does Amir-Al-Momineen

5 ctn G ol A b BT iy Y e e UT el (3 gbUI 6l )l 3 A o BTy (Ll adey Ui

B I

So he®™" said: ‘1" am the Eyes of Allah®" in His®*" earth, and His**" Speaking
Tongue among His*" creatures, and 1*** am the Light of Allah®**" which does not
get extinguished. 1*®"® am the Door, which comes from Him*", and a Divine

Authority over His®" creatures’.
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Then he®"* said: ‘Would you all like me®*"* to show you the ring of Sulayman Bin
Dawood®*?’ We said, ‘Yes’. So he®" entered his®**"® hand into his®*"* pocket, and
brought out a ring of gold, embedded with red sapphire, upon which was inscribed:
‘Muhammad®**"" and Ali**"®’. Salman® said, ‘We were astounded from that’. So
he®*"* said: ‘From which thing are you astounded? And what is so strange from

my®**"* example? | " will show you all today, what no one else would ever see’.
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So Al-Hassan said: want you to show us Yajouj and Majouj (Gog and
Magog), and the barrier which is in between us and them’. So the wind came
underneath the cloud, and we heard its bang like the bang of the thunder, and it
floated in the air, and Amir-Al-Momineen®"* was in front of us, until we ended up to a
mountain which was lofty in its height. And there was a tree the leaves of which had
fallen off, and its branches had dried up.
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So Al-Hassan®™"* said: ‘What is the matter with this tree which had dried up?’ So
he®"* said to him®"®: ‘Ask it, for it would answer you®"*'. So Al-Hassan®*"* said: ‘O
you tree! What is the matter with you, and what has happened with you what we see
from the drought?’ But it did not answer him®*"*, So Amir-ul-Momineen®"* said: ‘But
why are you not answering him?"s?’
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The narrator said, ‘By Allah®"! We heard it saying, ‘At your®"* service! At your
service! O successor®®"® of Rasool-Allah®*"™ and his**"" Caliph!” Then it said, ‘O Abu
Muhammad®"®! Your®*"® father®"* Amir-ul-Momineen®"* comes to me every night at
the time of dawn, and pray two Cycles Tagiyyain my presence, and with abundant
Glorification. So when he®"* is free from his®**"* supplication, a white cloud comes to
him®*"*, blowing out from it the aroma of Musk, and upon it is a chair, so he®"* sits
himself**"* upon it so travel by it. So | was alive due to his®**"* presence and his**"*
Blessings. This has been cut off from me for forty days, so this is the reason what

you®"* are seeing from me’.
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So Amir-Al-Momineen stood up, and prayed two Cycles Tagiyya, and wiped
his®"* hand upon it, and it became green and returned to its (previous) condition’.
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And he ordered the wind, so it went with us, and we were with an Angel whose one
hand) is in the West, and the other, in the East. So when the Angel look at Amir-Al-
Momineen®"®, he said, ‘I testify that there is no god except for Allah®", One with no
associates to Him**", and | testify that Muhammad®**"" is His**" servant and His*"
RasoolP®™. He*"™ Sent him**"" with the Guidance and the Religion of the Truth, so
that He**" may Make it to prevail over all the Religion even though the Polytheists
may be averse to it. And | testify that you®"* are his**"" successor, and his**""" true
Caliph, truly’.
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So | said, ‘O Amir-Al-Momineen®"*! Who is this one whose one hand is in the west,
and the other hand is in the east?’ So Amir-Al-Momineen®"* said: ‘This is the Angel
whom Allah®" the Exalted has Made responsible (to bring in) the darkness of the
night and the brightness of the day, and he will not stop until the Day of Judgement.
And that Allah®" the Exalted has Made the Command of the world for me®"*, and
that the deeds of the servants as presented to me®*"* during every day, then these
are raised to Allah®" the Exalted’.
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Then we went until we paused upon the barrier of Yajouj and Majouj (Gog and
Magog). So Amir-Al-Momineen®"* said to the wind: ‘Descend with us from what
follows this mountain’, and he®"* gestured by his®**"* hand to a mountain which was
lofty in its height, and it was the mountain of Al-Khizr®*. So we looked at the barrier,
and when he®"* lifted it to the limit of the sight, and it was black like a piece of the
dark night, the smoke emitting from its edges.
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So Amir-Al-Momineen®"* said: ‘O Abu Muhammad®"*! 1**"** am the Master of this
command over these servants’. Salman' said, ‘So 1*°* saw three types (of people) —
the length of one of them was of one hundred and twenty cubit; and the second,
each one of them was of sixty cubits; and third, they (had such large ears that) they
lie down upon one of their ears using it as a bed, and cover themselves with the
other ear’.
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Then Amir-Al-Momineen®"* ordered the wind, so it went with us to Mount Qaf. So
we ended up at it, and it was emerald green, and over it was an Angel of the image
of an eagle. Then he looked at Amir-Al-Momineen®"*. The Angel said, ‘Peace be
upon you®" O successor®"® of the Rasool® of the Lord*" of the Worlds, and
his*®"" Caliph, do you®"* permit me regarding the response?’ So he*"* responded,
and said to him: ‘If you wish, speak, and if you so wish, 1**"° shall inform you about
what you are to ask me®**® about’. The Angel said, ‘But, you®"* should be speaking,
O Amir-Al-Momineen®"*’, He®**"* said: ‘You want, that 1°*"* should allow you to visit
Al-Khizr®®'. So he said, ‘Yes'. He®*"* said: ‘1**"® have allowed you’.
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So the Angel ascended after it said, ‘In the Name of Allah®*" the Beneficent, the
Merciful’. Then we strolled to the mountain pleasantly, and there was the Angel who
had returned to his place after having visited Al-Khizr®>. So Salman®® said: ‘O Amir-
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Al-Momineen®"®! | saw that the Angel did not visit Al-Khizr®*® unless he had taken

your®*"* permission?’
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He*"* said: ‘By the One Who Raised the sky without any pillars, if one of them
aspired to disappear from its place for a single breath, it would not do so until [#°"®
permit it. And similar to that is condition of my®*"* son®*"* Al-Hassan®"*, and after
him®*®, of Al-Husayn®"*, and nine from the sons®"*® of Al-Husayn®"®, the ninth of
them®"® being Al-Qaim®"*'. So we said, ‘What is the name of the Angel allocated to
Qaf?’ So he®"* said: ‘Tarjaeel’.

gl e T g 2 Gl ) 5 (oS5 T LSy 1B S39m5 5 ezl i Al S 3l ST gl gl b cllis
Sl alonmf U aany wzole L2 5 Sllondl S S

So we said, ‘O Amir-Al-Momineen®"*! How do you®"* come to this place every night
and return?’ So he®"* said: ‘Just as 1**"® have come with you all. By the One Who
Split the seed and Formed the person, 1*" own the kingdoms of the skies and the
earth. What if you were to know some of it, you would not be able to bear it in your
minds.
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The Magnificent Names of Allah®*" are seventy-three Letters, and in the possession
of Aasif Bin Barkhiya was one Letter. So he spoke by it, and Allah®" the High
Submerged what was between him and the throne of Bilquees, due to it, until he
grabbed the bed. Then the earth returned to what it was, quicker than the blink of an
eye.
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And in our®™"s possession — by Allah®*" — are seventy-two letters, and one Letter is

with Allah®" the Exalted, by which He®*" Accounts for in the Hidden Knowledge.
And there is no Power and no Strength except by Allah®*", the Exalted, the
Magnificent. The one who recognises us®"*, recognises us®"®, and the one who
denies us®"*, denies us®"*.
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Then he*"* stood up, and we stood up, and there was a young man in the mountain
praying Tagiyya in between two graves. So we said, ‘O Amir-Al-Momineen®"*! Who
is this young man?’ So he*"* said: ‘Salih®, the Prophet®. And these two graves are
of his®*® mother and his® father, and he® worship Allah®" in between the two. So
when Salih® looked at him®**"*, he® could not control himself* until he®* wept, and
gestured by his®® hand towards Amir-Al-Momineen®"*,
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Then he® returned to his®® Tagiyya and he® was weeping. So Amir-Al-Momineen®"®
paused in his® presence until he® was free from his® Tagiyya. So we said to him®,
‘What makes you®® to weep?’ So Salih® said: ‘Amir-Al-Momineen®"* was passing by
me® every day, so he®"* sat, and my worship increased by looking at him®"°, That
has been cut-off from me® for the past ten days, so that worried me®’. We were
astounded from that.
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&% to show you Sulayman® Bin Dawood®*?’ So

So he*** said: ‘Do you all want me

we said, ‘Yes’. So he®™"* stood up, and we stood up with him®****. So he®*"* entered
with us into an orchard, which we had never seen one more better than it. And in it
were all the fruits and the grapes, and rivers flowing, and birds chirping upon the
trees. So when the birds saw him®"®, they came fluttering around him®"* until we
were in the middle of the orchard. And there was a couch upon which was a young

man, reclining upon his back, and his hands were placed upon his chest.
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So Amir-Al-Momineen®"* brought out the ring from his®"* pocket, and made it to be
in the finger of Sulayman®. So he® got up and said: ‘Peace be upon you®", O
Amir-Al-Momineen®**, and successor®"® of the Rasool®®"" of the Lord*" of the
Worlds. By Allah®"! You®*"* are the greatest truthful, and the magnificent distributor.
The one who attaches himself to you®"* has succeeded, and disappoint is the one
who opposes you®**. And I*"° asked Allah®" the Exalted by you the People®*"* of
the Household, so 1*® was Given that kingdom’.
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Salman®® said, ‘So when we heard the speech of Sulayman® Bin Dawood®, 1*° could
not control myself*® until 1°° fell down at the feet of Amir-Al-Momineen®"*, kissing
them. And 1*® praised Allah®" the Exalted for the abundance of His**" Grace, and
for His*" Gift of the Wilayah of the People®"* of the Household, the ones from
whom®"* Allah®" has Kept away the uncleanness and Purified them with a
Purifying. And my* companions did what 1*° did. Then I** asked Amir-Al-
Momineen®"*, ‘And what did he® say afterwards?’ He®*"® said: ‘After it is the

as»

knowledge which did not arrive (known) to you®'.
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So we said, ‘Can you teach us that, O Amir-Al-Momineen®*"*?’ So he*"* said:
‘My**"* knowledge, after it, is like my®"* knowledge of the condition of this world and
what is in it'. And I**"® am the protector, the witness over it, after Rasool-Allah®*"",
and similar to that are the successors®"® from my®"* sons®"*".
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Then he®"* said: ‘1°*"* am more aware of the ways of the skies than the ways of the
earth. We*"® are the Names, which are the hidden treasures. We®"® are the
beautiful Names by which if Allah®" is asked by, gets Answered. We®**"* are the
Names, which are inscribed upon the Throne, and the Chair, and the Paradise and
the Fire. And it is from us®"® that the Angels learnt the Glorification and the
Sanctification, and the Oneness, and the Extollation of the Holiness and the
Greatness. And we®"* are the Words, which Adam® received from his®*® Lord®**", so
He®*" Turned to him®,
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He®*"* said: ‘Do you all want me®*** to show you a strange (thing)?’ We said, ‘Yes'.
He®"* said: ‘Close your eyes’. So we closed them. Then he®"* said: ‘Open them!’
So we opened them, and we were in a city, which we had not seen greater than it.
The markets had been established in it, and there were people therein which we had

not seen creatures greater than them, tall as the palm tree.
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We said, ‘O Amir-Al-Momineen®"*! Who are they?’ He**"* said: ‘Remnants of the
people of Aad. Infidels, not believing in Allah®" the Exalted. 1°°"® liked it that 1%°"°
should show them to you. And this is the city and its people. I*"° want to destroy
them and they are not aware of it'. We said, ‘O Amir-Al-Momineen®"*! You®"* will
destroy them without a proof?’ He®"* said: ‘No, but, by the proof against them’.
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He*"* approached them, and appeared to them, so they understood that he
would be killing them. And we could see them, and they could see us. Then he
distanced himself®*"*® from them, and approached us. Then he®"* wiped his®*"* hand
upon our chests, and we were shocked. Salman® said, ‘We thought that the earth
had overturned, and the sky had fallen, and that the lightning which was in it has
gone out. So, not a single one of them remained in that time. We said, ‘O Amir-Al-
Momineen®"*! What did Allah®" do with them?’ He**"* said: ‘Destroyed, and all of
them have gone into the Fire’. We said, ‘This is a miracle which we have neither
seen nor heard the like of it’.
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So he®"* said: ‘Do you all want me®*"* to show you (something) stranger than that?’
We said, ‘No! We cannot tolerate the impacts of another thing. Thus, upon the one
who does not befriend you®"*, and believe in your®"* merits, and the greatness of
your®*"* worth in the Presence of Allah®" the Exalted, be Curses of Allah®", and the
Curses of the cursers, and the people, and the Angels altogether up to the Day of
the Religion (Judgement)'.
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Then we asked him about the return journey back to our homelands, so he
said: ‘I**"® shall do that, if Allah®" the Exalted so Desires it'. And he®*"* gestured to
the two clouds, so they approached us. So he®"* said: ‘Take your places (upon
these)'. So we sat upon one cloud, and he®"* sat upon the other, and ordered the
wind, so it carried us until we went in the air, to the extent that we saw the earth like
the Dirham (coin).
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Then these descended us in the house of Amir-Al-Momineen®**, in less than the
blink of the eye. And we had reached Al-Medina at the time of Al-Zohar, and the
Muezzin was making the call (for the Tagiyya), and we had gone out from it at the
time of the emergence of the sun. So 1*® said, ‘To Allah®" are the wonders! We were
at the Mount Qaf which is of the travel distance of five years, and we returned in five
hours of the day?’
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So Amir-Al-Momineen®"* said: ‘If I*"® had wanted to, 1" could go through the

world and the seven skies easily and return in less than a blink, 1°*"* can do so, with
what is in my**** possession from the Magnificent Names of Allah®".
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So we said, ‘O Amir-Al-Momineen®"! By Allah®", you®"* are the Great Sign, and
the remarkable miracle, after your®"® brother®®"" and son®*"" of your®"* uncle®"*,
Rasool-Allah®"" 1°

rasws

An example of Zulgarnayn in Ali
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‘Ibn Al-Kawa stood up to Al whilst he was upon the Pulpit, so he said, ‘O
Amir-Al-Momineen®"®! Inform me about Zulgarnayn, was he as Prophet® or a king?
And inform me about his two horns («:.8), were these from gold or from silver?’
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So he®" said to him: ‘He was neither a Prophet® nor a king, and his two horns were
neither from gold nor silver, but he was a servant who loved Allah®", and Allah®"
Loved him, and he advised for the Sake of Allah®*", so Allah®" Advised him. But
rather, he was named as Zulgarnayn because he called his people to Allah®"
Mighty and Majestic, so they struck upon his horn. He was absent from them for a
time, then returned to them, so they struck upon his other horn. And among you is
his example’. Meaning himself®s"® 1°
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‘Abu Ja'far®**® initiated me, and he®"* said: ‘As for Zulgarnayn, so he had the choice
of the two clouds, and he chose Al-Zaloul, and (the cloud) Al-Sa’ab was treasured for
your Master®"®’,
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So | said, ‘And what is Al-Sa’ab?’ He**"® said: ‘And whatever was from a cloud
wherein was thunder, and thunderbolt, and lightning, so your Master®** would ride fit.

But, he®™"* would be riding the cloud and ascend into the courses (paths) of the
seven skies and the seven earths — five built and two of each ruined”.*’
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‘I was in the presence of Abu Abdulla , and in the sky there was thunder and
lightning. So Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘But, it is so, whatever was from this thunder and
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from this lighting, so it is from the orders of your Master
Master®"*?’ He®"* said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen®"s” 8

. | said, ‘Who is our

asws

Sunnah of Zulgarnayn to flow in Al-Qaim
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‘I heard Rasool-Allah®*"" saying: ‘Zulgarnayn was a righteous servant. Allah®"
Made him to be a Divine Authority over His**" servants, so he called his people to
Allah®" Mighty and Majestic, and ordered them for the piety. So they struck upon his
(head which caused a sign of horn), and he remain absent from them for a time, until
it was said, ‘He has either died or has been destroyed. By which valley has he
travelled?’
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Then he appeared and returned to his people. So they struck upon his other side of
head (horn). And among you is one®"* upon his Sunnah, and that Allah®*" Mighty
and Majestic Enabled for him in the earth, and Gave him a way from every thing, and
he reached the east and the west.
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And Allah®" Blessed and Exalted would be Making his Sunnah to flow regarding Al-
Qaim®"® from my*** sons®*"*, and he®"* would reach the east of the earth and its
west to the extent that there would not remain any coast, nor a place from the coast,
and no mountain trodden by Zulgarnayn except that he®"* would tread upon it. And

Allah®" would Manifest for him®"* the treasures of the earth and its mines, and Help
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him with the awe, so he would fill 1tg]e earth with justice and equity just as it

had been filled with inequity and injustice’.

Kingship of Zulgarnayn
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‘Abu Al-Hassan Musa®"* Bin Ja'far®*"® having said: ‘He was a boy of twelve years of
age, and remained in his kingship for thirty years’.?
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®"s: ‘Allah®" never Sent Prophets® as kings
in the earth except for four, after Noah®. The first of them was Zulgarnayn® and
his®* name is Ayash®, and Dawood®, and Suleyman®, and Yusuf®,
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So, as for Ayash®, so he®® ruled over what is between the East and the West, and as

for Dawood® so he® ruled was is between Al-Shamaat to the land of Persia, and

such was the kingdom of Suleyman®. So, as for Yusuf®, so it was the kingdom of

Egypt and its outskirts, not exceeding it to others’.?*

The quest of Zulgarnayn
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‘From Amir Al-Momineen®™, he (the narrator) said, ‘He was asked about
Zulgarnayn. He*"* said: ‘He was a righteous servant, and his name was Ayaash,
and Allah®" Chose him and Sent him to a generation from the former generations in
an area around the west, and that was after the flood of Noah®.
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But they struck him upon a top on the right side of his head, and he died from it.
Then Allah®**" Revived him after a hundred years. Then He®*" Sent him to a
generation from the former generation in an area around the east. But they belied
him and struck him with a strike upon a top on the left, and he died from it. Then
Allah®" Revived him after a hundred years, and Remedied him from the two strikes
which were struck upon his head, two tops in place of the two interior wounds, and
Made the might of his kingdom to be a Sign of his Prophet-hood in his generation.
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Then Allah®" Raised him to the sky of the world and Peeled off from the earth, all of
it — its mountains, and its coasts, and its mountain ranges, until he saw what is
between the east and the west. And Allah®" Gave him from all things, knowledge by
which he recognised the truth and the falsehood, and Aided him in his generation by
an eclipse from the sky wherein was darkness, and thunder and lightning.
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Then He®*" Sent him down to the earth and Revealed unto him: “Travel in the areas
of the west of the earth and its east, and the cities have been folded up for you
(brought closer), and the servants have been Made humbled to you, and to be awed
from you!”
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Zulgarnayn travelled to the areas of the west, and it so happened that whenever he
passed by a town, he visited therein just as the angry lion would visit it. So, from one
of his horns emitted the darkness, and the thunder, and lightning, and thunderbolts

destroying the ones around it and behind it. He did not reach the west of the sun until
the people of the east and the west professed (Religion) to him’.
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He*"* said: ‘And that is in the Words of Allah®": Surely We Enabled him in the
earth and Gave him a course from everything [18:84] Until when he reached
west of the sun, and found it setting in a muddy spring [18:86] — up to His*"
Words: ‘As for one who is unjust, - and does not believing in his Lord®", then
soon We will Punish him, - in the world, with a Punishment of the world, then he
will return to His Lord — during his return, and He will Punish him with a terrible
Punishment [18:87] — up to His*" Words: and We will Speak to him an easy
word from Our Command [18:88] Then he — Zulgarnayn, followed — from the sun,
acourse [18:89].
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Then Amir Al Momineen®"* said: ‘Zulgarnayn, when he ended up with (following) the
sun to the muddy spring, he found the sun setting therein, and with it were seventy
thousand Angels flowing it by chains of iron and the hooks, flowing it from a depth of
the sea in a drop of the right land, just as the ship flows upon the surface of the
water. So when he reached the emergence of the sun, and found it emerging
upon a people [18:90] — up to His*" Words: knowledge of his news [18:91].
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So Amir Al Momineen®"* said: ‘When Zulgarnayn arrived to a people, the sun had
burnt them, and their bodies and their colour had changed until they had become like
the darkness. Then he followed a course [18:92] — in an area of the darkness:
Until when he reached between the two mountains and found besides these a
people who could hardly understand a word [18:93] They said, ‘O Zulqgarnain!

Yajouj and Majouj — who are behind these two mountains, are making mischief in
the land.
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Whenever it was during our plantation (harvest) and our fruit (picking), they come out
against us from these two cliffs. They devour from our fruits and our plantations until

there does not remain anything from these. so shall we make a remuneration for
you - we could be paying it to you during every year, if you will make a barrier to
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be (built) between us and them?’ [18:94] — up to His**" Words: Bring me blocks
of iron!’ [18:96] .
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He*"* said: ‘So they dug up for him a mountain of iron (ore), and they took it out for
him like the milk. So he placed parts of it upon (other) parts in what is between the
two cliffs. And it was so that Zulgarnayn, he was the first one who built a construction
(of a fortified barrier) upon the earth. Then the firewood was gathered for him, and
the fire was ignited in it, and the bellows were placed upon it, and they blew into it.
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So when it melted, he said, ‘Bring me with molten copper!” — and it is the red brass.
So they dug up a mountain for him from brass, and they placed it upon the iron, and
it melted along with it, and mingled with it. So they were neither able to scale it nor
were they able to make a hole in it [18:97] — meaning Yajouj and Majouj. He said:
‘This is a Mercy from my Lord, but when the Promise of my Lord comes, He
will Make it level, and a Promise of my Lord would always be true [18:97]".

Up to here is the report of Ali Bin Al Husayn and report of Muhammad Bin Nasr. And
there is an addition by Jibraeel Bin Ahmad, in his Hadeeth, by chains from Al Asbagh
Bin Nubata: -
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‘From Ali**"® Bin Abu Talib®"*® (having said): ‘And We will Forsake some of them
on that Day surging among others [18:99] — Meaning the Day of Judgment. And
Zulgarnayn was a righteous servant, and he had a position from Allah®". He
advised for the Sake of Allah®", So He**" Advised him, and he loved Allah®", Al

He®" Loved him. And He®" had (Given him a) course in the cities, and Enabled for
him in these until he ruled whatever is between the east and the west.
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And there was a friend for him from the Angels called Rafaeel, descending to him,
and he would discuss with him and whisper to him. So one day while he was in his
presence, Zulgarnayn said to him: ‘O Rafaeel! How is the worship of the inhabitants
of the sky, and where is it from the worship of the inhabitants of the earth?’ Rafaeel
said, ‘O Zulgarnayn! And what is the worship of the inhabitants of the earth? ‘As for
the worship of the inhabitants of the sky, there is no place in the skies for a foot
except and upon it is an Angels standing, not sitting down ever, or performing Ruku,
not raising his head, ever!’
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So Zulgarnayn wept with an intense weeping, and said: ‘O Rakaeel! | would love to
live until I reach from the worship of my Lord®*" and right of His**" obedience with
what He**" is Rightful of .
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Rafaeel said, ‘O Zulgarnayn! Surely for Allah®", in the earth, there is a spring called
‘the spring of life’ wherein is a Determination from Allah®" that the one who drinks
from it would not die until he is the one who happens to ask Allah®" for the death.
So if you were to succeed with it, you will live for as long as you desire to’. He said,
‘And where is that spring, and do you recognise it?’ He said, ‘No, apart from that, we
discussed in the sky that for Allah®", in the earth, there is a darkness, none has
trodden it, neither a human nor Jinn’. So Zulgarnayn said, ‘And where is a that
darkness?’ Rafaeel said, ‘| don’t know’.
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Then Rafaeel ascended and Zulgarnayn entered into a lengthy grief from the words
of Rafaeel, and from what he had informed him about the spring and the darkness,
and did not inform him with knowledge he could benefit with from it. So Zulgarnayn

gathered the jurists of the people of his kingdom, and their scholars, and the people
studying the Books, and the Ahadeeth of the Prophet-hood.
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So when they had gathered in his presence, Zulgarnayn said: ‘O group of the jurists,
and the people of the Books and the Ahadeeth of the Prophet-hood! Did you find in

what you read from the Books of Allah®™", or in Books of the ones who were before
you from the kings, that for Allah®" there is a spring called ‘The spring of life’,
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wherein there is a Determination from Allah®*" that the one who drinks from it would
not die until it so happens he is the one who asks Allah®" for the death?’ They said,
‘No, O king!’
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He said, ‘So, did you find in what you read from the Books, that for Allah®" in the
earth, there is a darkness none has trodden it, neither a human nor a jinn?’ They
said, ‘No, O king"” So Zulgarnayn grieved with an intense grief, and wept when he
was not informed about the spring and the darkness with what he loved.
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And there was among the ones who were present, a boy from the boys from the
children of the successors®, successors® of the Prophets®, and he was silent, not
speaking until when Zulgarnayn had despaired from them. The boy said to him, ‘O
king! You asked them about a matter for which there is no knowledge with them, and
there is with men knowledge of what you want’. So Zulgarnayn rejoiced with an
intense happiness, until he descended from his throne and said to him: ‘Come near
me!” So he went near him.
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He said, ‘Inform me’. He said, ‘Yes, O king! | found in the Book of Adam® which he
wrote on the day there were named for him® whatever is in the earth, from a spring
or tree. So | found in it that for Allah®" there is a spring called ‘The spring of life’,
wherein from Allah®" is a Determination that the one who drinks from it would not
die until it so happens that he is the one who asks Allah®" for the death, (and) a
darkness none has trodden it, neither a human nor a Jinn’.
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So Zulgarnayn rejoiced and said: ‘Come near me, o boy! Do you know where its
place is?’ He said, ‘Yes. | found in the Book of Adam® that it is upon a horn of the

sun — meaning its emergence’. So Zulgarnayn was happy and sent a message to the
people of his kingdom, and he gathered their noble ones, and their jurists, and their
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scholars, and the people of the wisdom from them, and there gathered to him a
thousand wise ones, and scholars and jurists.
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So when they gathered to him, he prepared for the journey and they prepared for
him by the assistance of the numbers and the strength of the strongest ones. So he
travelled with them intending the emergence of the sun, crossing the sea and cutting
the mountain (passes), and the plains, and the lands, and the wilderness. So he
travelled for twelve years until he ended up to the edge of the darkness, and he
wasn’t in a darkness of a night or of smoke, but it was air which had spread to what
is between the two horizons.
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So he encamped one its verge, and the soldiers were upon it. And he gathered the
scholars, and the people of his army, and their jurists, and the people of the merits
from them, and he said, ‘O group of the jurists and the scholars! | want to ask you
about this darkness!’
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So they fell down prostate to him and they said, ‘O king! You sought a matter what
was not sought nor travelled to by anyone from the ones who were before you from

the Prophets® and the Mursils®®, not from the kings’. He said, ‘It is inevitably for me
to seek it’.
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They said, ‘O king! We know that you, when you travelled it, you would succeed with
your need without exhaustion upon you of our matter, but we fear that there might
attach with you, from it, a matter there would happen to be destruction of your
kingdom in it, and decline of your authority, and mischief of the ones in the earth?’
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So he said, ‘It is inevitable that | travel it’. So they fell down in Sajdah to Allah®*, and
they said, ‘We disavow to You®" from what Zulgarnayn wants'.
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Zulgarnayn said, ‘O group of the scholars! Inform me of the insightful of the
animals?’ They said, ‘The female virgin horses are the most insightful of the
animals’. So he chose from his army, and attained six thousand horses, female
virgins, and choose from the people of the knowledge, and the merit, and the
wisdom, six thousand men, and he handed over a horse to each man — and tied up
the beautiful — and it is the greenery (vegetables) — upon a thousand horses. So he
made them to be at the forefront and ordered them that they enter the darkness.
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And Zulgarnayn travelled among four thousand, and ordered the people of his army
that they sit encamped for twelve years. So if he return to them by that time (fine), or
else they disperse in the cities, and join up in their cities, or wherever they so desires
to.
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So Al-Khizr®® said: ‘O king! We travel in the darkness, not seeing each other, how
should we deal with the straying, when it hits us?’ So Zulgarnayn gave him® a red
bead, as if it was a torch having illumination for it, and said: ‘Take this bead. So

when the straying hits you, throw it to the ground, so it would shriek. So when it
shrieks, the strayed people would return to its sound’.
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So Al-Khizr® took it and went into the darkness, and it was so that Al-Khizr®® would
travel and Zulgarnayn would descend (take turns). So while Al-Khizr® was travelling
one day, when a valley appeared to him in the darkness, so he® said to his®
companions: ‘Pause in this place. Not one of you should move from his place’.
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And he® descended from his horse and grabbed the bead, and threw it in the valley,

but the response was delayed from it, to the extent that he almost thought, or feared
that it would not respond. Then it responded, and he* came out to its sound, and
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there it was upon a side of the spring at which it had paused. And its water was more
intensely whiter than the milk, and clear than the sapphire, and sweeter than the
honey.
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So he® drank from it, then took off his®® clothes and washed from it, then wore his
clothes. Then he® threw the bead around his* companions, and it responded. So
he® came out to his* companions and rode, and ordered them with the travelling.
So they travelled.
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And Zulgarnayn passed by after it, but he mistook the valley, and he travelled that
darkness for forty days and forty nights. Then he came out to an illumination which
wasn’t the illumination of the day, nor of the sun, nor moon, but it was a light. Then

they came out to a land of red soil, dry, soft, as if its pebbles were like pearls, and
there was a castle built upon the length of a Farsakh (3 miles).
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So Zulgarnayn came to the door and encamped at it. Then he diverted his face alone
to the castle, and there was a bird, and there was a long iron bar placed upon its end
upon a side of the castle, and the bird was black, hanging in that iron bar between
the sky and the earth, as if it was a swallow, or an image of the swallow, or it
resembled the swallow, or it was a swallow.
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So when the clinks of Zulgarnayn were heard, it said, ‘Who is this?’ He said: ‘I am
Zulgarnayn’. So the bird said, ‘O Zulgarnayn! Does it not suffice you what is behind
you until you arrive to a limit of this door of mine?’ So Zulgarnayn panicked with an

intense panic, so it said, ‘O Zulgarnayn! Do not fear, and inform me’. He said: ‘Ask’.
It said, ‘Is there a lot of brick and plaster in the ground?’ He said: ‘Yes'.
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He*"* said: ‘So the bird turned away, and fill it until a third of the iron bar was filled.
So Zulgarnayn panicked, and it said, ‘Do not fear and inform me’. He said: ‘Ask’. It

said, ‘Do the people swear the false testimony in the land?’ He said, ‘Yes’. So the
upperpart surged and it swelled, and it blocked between the two walls of the castle’.
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He*"* said: ‘So during that, Zulgarnayn filled a section from it. It said, ‘Do not fear
and inform me’. He said: ‘Ask’. It said, ‘Do the people neglect the testimony that
there is no god except Allah®"?’ He said: ‘Yes'. So it joined a third, then said, ‘O
Zulgarnayn! Do not fear and inform me’. He said, ‘Ask’. It said, ‘Do the people
neglect the washing from the sexual impurity?’ He said: ‘No”.
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He*"* said: ‘So it joined until it returned to its former state, and there he was with a
staircase ascending to the top of the castle. The bird said, ‘O Zulgarnayn! Climb
these stairs’. So he climbed, and he was fearful, not knowing what might attack upon
him, until he was established upon the top of it, and there he was by a roof extending
to the extent of the sight, and there was a white youth, luminous of face. Upon him
were white clothes, as if he was a man, or in an image of a man, or resembling with
a man, or he was a man.
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And he was raising his head towards the sky looking towards it, and his hand was
placed in his mouth. So when he heard the clinks of Zulgarnayn, he said, ‘Who is
this?’ He said, ‘Il am Zulgarnayn’. He said, ‘O Zulgarnayn! | am the owner of the

Trumpet, and surely the Hour has drawn near, and | am awaiting to be Commanded
with the blowing, so | can blow’.
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Then he struck his hand and grabbed a stone, and threw it towards Zulgarnayn, as if
it was a rock, or resembling a rock, or it was a rock, and he said, ‘O Zulgarnayn!
Take it. So if it is hungry, you will be hungry, and if it is satiated, you will be satiated’.
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So Zulgarnayn returned with that rock, until he came out with it to his companions,
and he informed them of the bird and what it had asked him about, and what he had
said to it, and what was from its matter, and informed them of the owner of the
trumpet, and what he has said to him, and what he gave him. Then he said to them:
‘He gave me this rock, and said to me, ‘So if it is hungry, you will be hungry, and if it
is satiated, you will be satiated’.
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He said: ‘Inform me with the matter of this stone’, and he placed the stone in one of
the two hands (of a scale), and placed a stone similar to it in the other hand (of the
scale), then raised the scale, and the stone which he had come with, outweighed the
other similar one. So he placed another, but it still inclined towards it, until he placed
a thousand stones, all of them like it, and then raised the scale, but it (still) inclined
with these and the thousand stones could not tilt it.
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So they said, ‘O king! There is no knowledge for us about this’. Then Al Khizr® said
to him: ‘O King! You asked them about what there is no knowledge for them of it. 1*°
have come across this rock’. Zulgarnayn said: ‘Then inform about it, and explain it to
us’. So Al-Khizr®*® grabbed the scale, and placed the rock which Zulgarnayn had
come with, in a hand of the scale, then placed another rock in a hand of the other,
then placed a handful of soil upon the rock of Zulgarnayn, increasing it in weight.
Then he® raised the scale, and it balanced.
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And they were astonished and fell down in Sajdah to Allah®*", and they said, ‘O king!
This is a matter our knowledge does not reach, and we know that Al Khizr® isn't a
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sorcerer. So how can this be, and he had placed a thousand stones, all of them
similar to it, but it tilted with it, and this has balanced with it, and it has been
increased with soil?’
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Zulgarnayn said: ‘O Khizr®*! For us there is the matter of this rock’. Al Khizr® said: ‘O
king! Surely the Command of Allah®" will be accomplished among His**" servants,
and His**" Authority will conquer, and His**" Wisdom is detailed. And surely Allah®"
Tries His*" servants with each other, and Tries the scholar with a scholar, and the
ignorant one with an ignorant one, and the scholar with the ignorant one, and the
ignorant one with the scholar, and He®" Tried me® with you, and Tried you with
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So Zulgarnayn said, ‘May Allah®" have Mercy on you, O Khizr®! But rather, you®
are saying He*" Tried me with you® where He*" Made you more knowledgeable
than me, and Made you® to be under my hand. Inform me, may Allah®" have Mercy
on you, about the matter of this rock’.
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Al-Khizr®® said: ‘O king! This rock is an example which the owner of the Trumpet
stuck for you. He was saying, ‘An example of the children of Adam® is an example
of this rock which you placed, and placed a thousand stones with it, but it tilted with

these. Then when the soil was placed upon it, it was satisfied and returned to be a
rock the like of it’.
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So he is saying, ‘Similar to that is your example. Allah®" Gave you from the
kingdom what He**" Gave you, but you were not pleased with it until you sought a
matter no one had sought it before you, and you entered an entrance neither a
human nor Jinn had entered’. He is saying, ‘Similar to that is a son of Adam®. He is
not satisfied until the soil is pushed upon him’.
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He®*"* said: ‘So he (Zulgarnayn) wept with an intense weeping, and said: ‘You®
speak the truth, O Khizr®®! He did strike this example for me. There is no doubt that |
will not seek the traces in the city after this travel of mine’.
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Then he left returning into the darkness. So while they were travelling, when they
heard clinks under the hooves of their horses, and they said, ‘O king! What is this?’
He said, ‘Take from it. So the one who takes from it would regret, and one who
leaves it would regret’. Some of them took and some left. So when they came out
from the darkness, they were with the aquamarines, so the taker and the leaver both
regretted, (the taker from not having taken enough, and the leaver from not having
taken any). And Zulgarnayn returned to Dowmat Al-Jandal (a kingdom), and his
house was at it, and he did not cease to be in it until Allah®" Captured him to
Him®"
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He®"* said: ‘And he®®"", when he**"" narrated with this Hadeeth, said: ‘May Allah®"
have Mercy on my**"" brother Zulgarnayn! He was not mistaken when travelled what
he travelled, and sought what he sought, and had he succeeded at the valley of the
aguamarines in his sect, when he left something in it, except he would have brought
it out for the people because he was desirous, but he (actually) succeeded with it

after having returned, and he had become abstemious from the world afterwards”.??

VERSE 99
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And We will Forsake some of them on that Day surging among others, and We
shall Blow in the Trumpet, so We will Gather them altogether [18:99]
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(It has been narrated) from Amir-Al-Momineen®"* having said: ‘And We will
Forsake some of them on that Day surging among others [18:99] — it Means the
Day of Judgement’.*

VERSE 100
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And We will Display Hell on that Day to the Kafirs with an exposure [18:100]
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Ali Bin Ibrahim, from Muhammad Bin Isa, from Yunus, from Mufazzal Bin Salih, from Jabir, who has
said:

Abu Ja’far®®"® says that the Prophet**"" said: ‘The Trustworthy Spirit informed me®*""
that Allah®®", there is no god apart from Him®", when He®*" Pauses the creatures
and Gathers the former ones and the later ones, Hell will be brought by a thousand
reins, each rein grabbed by a hundred thousand Angels from the strong and harsh
ones, making crushing, and shattering sounds with its exhalation and inhalation,
sighing in its exhalation. And if Allah®" Mighty and Majestic does not Delay it until
the Reckoning is dealt with, it would destroy all.
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Then a neck would come out from it, which would encompass the creatures, be they
righteous or be they tyrants from among them. So there is no creature of Allah®", a
servant from His®" servants, Angel, or Prophet® except that he would call out, ‘O
Lord®", (save) my soul! (save) my soul! Whilst yous®"" would be saying: ‘O Lord®",
(save) my*®"™ community! (save) My**""' community!
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Then a Bridge would be placed over it, thinner than the hair, and sharper than the
sword. It would have three hurdles for it. The first one being the fulfilment of the
trusts and the mercy; and the second being the Tagiyya, and the third being the
Lord®" of the Words, there is no god apart from Him®*". So they will be encumbered
to cross over it. They would be captivated by the mercy and the fulfilment of the trust
stage. So if they can be rescued from it, the Tagiyya stage would capture them. So if
they can be rescued from it, they would end up to the Lord®**"! of the Worlds, Majestic
is His®®" Mention, and these are the Words of Allah®*" Blessed and Exalted: Surely
your Lord is Watchful [89:14].
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And the people would be upon the Bridge, (some) of their feet slipping and (some) of
their feet firm; and the Angels would be around them Calling out: ‘O Benevolent! O
Lenient! Excuse them, and Forgive them, and Return by Your®" Grace, and Secure
them while the people would be flocking on it like moths. So the one who is saved
would be so by the Mercy of Allah®" Blessed and High would look at it (the Bridge)
and say, ‘The Praise is due to Allah®*" Who Rescued me from you (the Bridge) after
finding me Iost and in desperation, by His®*" Grace. Surely, our Lord®*" is Forgiving,
Appreciative’.?*

VERSES 101 & 102
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Those whose eyes were under a cover from My Zikr (Mention) and they were
unable to hear [18:101]
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Do they reckon, those who commit Kufr, that they can take My servants as
guardians from besides Me? Surely, We have Prepared Hell as a lodging
[18:102]

2 Al Kafi — V 8 H 14934

37 out of 51




Tafseer Hub-e-Ali*" www.hubeali.com

g o aba¥l e ol ant e ol Was 1 JB sl (A G A A o of W 1B capl )
Gl e g e B U5 e (Ol ade) s or e Lo 05l L 106 sy b Flo o el e cLa
A Bhlaing VS 5 (655 32 cllas 2 23281 0

‘Al-Mamoun asked Al-Reza Ali**"® Bin Musa®"* about the Words of Allah®" Mighty
and Majestic: Those whose eyes were under a cover from My Zikr (Mention) and
they were unable to hear [18:101].
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So he*"* said: ‘The closing of the eyes does not prevent from the Zikr, and the Zikr
cannot be seen with the eyes. But, Allah®*" Mighty and Majestic Made a
Resemblance of the Kafirs with the Wilayah of Ali**"® Bin Abu Talib®"*® with the eyes,
because they were belittling the words of the Prophet**"" with regards to it, so they
were not able to hear it'. So Al-Mamoun said, ‘You®"* have relieved me, may

Allah®" Relieve you’.?®
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"®. | said, ‘(What about) His®**" Words
Those whose eyes were under a cover from My Zikr (Mention) [18:101]?" He®*"*
said: ‘What is Meant by the Zikr is the Wilayah of Amir-Al-Momineen®"*, and it is
His®" Words: My Zikr’. | said, {(What about) His®**" Words: and they were unable
to hear [18:101]?" He®"* said: ‘They could not (bear to) hear, whenever there was a
mention of Ali®*"® in their presence due to the severity of their hatred for him®*"®, and

their enmity for him®*"* the his®"* family®*"*".
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| said, ‘(What about) His®*" Words: Do they reckon, those who commit Kufr, that
they can take My servants as guardians from besides Me? Surely We have
Prepared Hell as a lodging [18:102]7’
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He®"* said: ‘It Means those two (Abu Bakr and Umar) and the adherents of those
two, whom they took as guardians besides Allah®", and they used to see the two of
them with they love for them, that these two would Rescue them from the
Punishment of Allah®", and they were Kafirs due to their love for those two'.
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| said, {(What about) His®*" Words: Surely We have Prepared Hell as a lodging
[18:102]?" He®™"* said: ‘i.e., a house. So it is Prepared for the both of them (Abu Bakr
and Umar), and the adherents of these two, in the Presence of Allah®*"’ 2
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‘Raga’a wrote to Abu Abdullah®"®, in it (he asked), ‘Is the person able upon the
recognition?’ So he®*"* said: ‘No’.
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| said, ‘(But) Allah®®" Mighty and Majestic is saying: Those whose eyes were under
a cover from My Mention and they were unable to hear [18:101]?" He®™" said: ‘It
is like His®" Words: They could not bear the listening and they were not seeing
[11:20]".
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| said, ‘So He*" Rebuked them?’ He®*"* said: ‘He did not Fault them due to what
they did in their hearts, but He®*" Faulted them due to what they did, and had they
not been Encumbered (to accept the Wilayah of Ali®*"®), there would not happen to
be anything against them”.?’
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VERSES 103 & 104

Say: ‘Shall We Inform you of the greatest losers in deeds [18:103]
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Those, whose striving is lost in the life of the world and they are reckoning
that they are good in what they do?’[18:104]
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’'far®*"® having said: ‘They are the Christians, and
the Priests, and the Monks, and the people of the doubts and the whims from the
people of the Qiblah (Muslims), and the Harouriya®®, and the people of the
innovations’.?
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(It has been narrated) from Amir-Al-Momineen®"™, and a questioner asked him®="™,
‘O Amir-Al-Momineen®"*! Inform me about the Words of Allah®" Mighty and
Majestic: Say: ‘Shall We Inform you of the greatest losers in deeds? [18:103] -
The Verse’.
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He®"* said: ‘The People of the Book, the Jews and the Christians disbelieved, and
they had been upon the Truth, but they innovated in their Religions, and they were
reckoning that what they were doing was good’.*
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asws

%8 people of a village behind Al-Kufa where the Kharijites encamped to oppose Ali*®*° in the battle of
Nahrwan.
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asws

‘Ibn Al-Kawa stood up to Amir Al-Momineen and he said, ‘Inform me about the
Words of Allah®": Say: ‘Shall We Inform you of the greatest losers in deeds?
[18:103]7’
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He®"® said: ‘They are the People of the Book. They committed Kufr with their
Lord®*", and innovated in their religions, so He**" Nullified their deeds, and the

people of Al-Nahr —i.e., Al-Nahrwan — are not far from them”.>
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He®"* (Imam Hassan Al-Askari®*"®) said: ‘A man came over to Amir Al-Momineen

and he said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen®"®! Bilal was debating with so and so today, and
Bilal went on mispronouncing in his speech, and so and so was being articulate in
Arabic and was laughing at Bilal’.

asws
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So Amir Al-Momineen®"* said: ‘O servant of Allah®"! But rather, the expression of
the speech and its straightness is for straightening the deeds and their refinement.
What is that which would benefit so and so by his expression and his straightness in
his speech, when his deeds are corrupted, of an ugly nature, and what would harm
Bilal of his mispronouncing in his speech, when his deeds are straight and of the
best stature, and his politeness is better refined?’.
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The man said, ‘O Amir Al Momineen®"*! And how can that be so?’ He*"* said: ‘Bilal
would be Reckoned from the straightness of his deeds and the refinement of these —
he does not see anyone as an equal to Muhammad®*""' Rasool-Allah®***", Then he
does not see anyone after him**"" as an equal to Ali*"* Bin Abu Talib®"°, and he
sees that everyone who is inimical to Ali**"*, so he has been inimical to Allah®*" and
His®*" Rasool®®", and the one who obeys him®**"® so he has obeyed Allah®" and
His**" Rasool®*"".’
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And so and so would be Reckoned from the crookedness and the corruption in his
deeds — which he would not benefit with these by his articulation of his speech with
the Arabic, and the straightness of his language — if he was to give preference to his
back over his chest, and the back of his head over his face, and that he prefers the
vinegar among the sweets over the honey, and the colocynth among the perfumes
as being fresher than the milk. He gives precedence to the enemies of Allah®" over
the friends of Allah®", those (enemies) for whom it is not appropriate, anything from
the characteristics and his®*"® merits’.
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Is he anything except like the one who gave precedence to Musaylama™ over
Muhammad®**"" regarding the Prophet-hood and the merits. He is not except from
those for whom Allah®" the Exalted Said: Say: ‘Shall We Inform you of the
greatest losers in deeds [18:103] Those, whose striving is lost in the life of the
world and they are reckoning that they are good in what they do?’ [18:104]. Is
he anything except from the brethren of the people of Haroura®?"*

VERSES 105 & 106
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{105}
These are they who commit Kufr with the Signs of their Lord and their Meeting

Him, so their deeds would be Nullified, therefore We will not Establish a Scale
for them on the Day of Judgment [18:105]
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That is their Recompense, Hell, due to their committing Kufr and taking My
Signs and My Rasool in mockery [18:106]

asws

%2 A village behind Al-Kufa where the Kharijites encamped to oppose Ali in the battle of Nahrwan.
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In (the book) Uyoon Al-Akhbar, in the chapter about what Al Reza®*"* wrote to Al
Mamoun, from the pure Al Islam and Laws of the Religion, and the disavowing from
the people of the counsel, (appointed by Umar), and from Abu Musa Al-Ashari and
the people of his rule, their Those, whose striving is lost in the life of the world
and they are reckoning that they are good in what they do?’ [18:104] These are
they who commit Kufr with the Signs of their Lord — the Wilayah of Amir Al-
Momineen®"®, and their Meeting Him - are committing Kufr with, that they would be
meeting Allah®" without his®*"® Imamate, so their deeds would be Nullified,
therefore We will not Establish a Scale for them on the Day of Judgment
[18:105]. Thus, they would be the dogs of Fire”.>*
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asws

‘From Abu Al-Hassan®*"*, he (the narrator) said, ‘| asked him about the self-

conceitedness, is it which spoils the deeds?’
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So he®™"* said: ‘The self-conceitedness has levels — from these is that for the
servant, the evil of his deeds is adorned for him, so he sees it as good, and he
reckons that he is doing (something) good; and from these is that the servant
believes in his Lord*", so he confers upon Allah®" Mighty and Majestic (his deed),
and (considers that) for Allah®*", there is a Favour upon Him**" regarding it”.>
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‘From Amir Al-Momineen®™, there is a lengthy Hadeeth, in which is (the mention of)
the people of the Pausing (during the Day of Judgment) and their states, and in it

312 10m 3B «oulil) 55 i — H 248
%312 10a 3z «oulill )5 ii — H 249

43 out of 51




Tafseer Hub-e-Ali*" www.hubeali.com

(he®** said): ‘And from them are the imams (leaders) of the Kufr, and the guides of
the straying, so they are the ones for whom no Scale would be Established on the
Day of Judgment nor would they be Fulfilled with on the Day of Judgment, because
they did not fulfil His**" Commands and His*" Prohibitions (in the world). Therefore,
they would be in Hell eternally, the Fire would be burning their faces and they would
be therein like the weapons (swords being forged in a fire)”.*®

VERSES 107 & 108
(107} 5 sl s 8 236 ol 1es Vi1 50

Surely those who believe and do (the) righteous deed, for them would be
Gardens of Al-Firdows as a lodging [18:107]

# Lo X R T (- -
Abiding therein eternally. They will not be seeking a transfer from it [18:108]
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(It has been narrated) from my Master Musa®"* Bin Ja'far®™®"* having said: ‘1*°"*

asked my**"* father®™®"® about the Words of Allah®" Mighty and Majestic: Surely
those who believe and do (the) righteous deed , for them would be Gardens of
Al Firdows as a lodging [18:107] Abiding therein eternally. They will not be
seeking a transfer from it [18:108]. He*"* said: ‘It was Revealed regarding the
Progeny®"* of Muhammad®**** 3
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(It has been narrated) from Ali*"® having said: ‘For everything is a zenith, and the
zenith of the Paradise is Al-Firdows, and it is for Muhammad®**"* and the Progeny®*"*
of Muhammads*** 3
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From the Prophet (having said): ‘“The Paradise is of one hundred levels. What is
between the two levels is as what is between the sky and the earth. Al-Firdows is its
uppermost level. From it do the rivers of the Paradise burst forth. Thus, whenever
one of you asks Allah®®", so ask for Al-Firdows”.%
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‘From Abu Abdullah®"* regarding His*" Words: Abiding therein eternally. They
will not be seeking a transfer from it [18:108]. He*"*® said: ‘Abiding therein
eternally, not exiting from it’. They will not be seeking a transfer from it [18:108].
He®"* said: ‘Not wanting a replacement with it’.
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| said, ‘His**" Words: Surely those who believe and do (the) righteous deed , for
them would be Gardens of Al Firdows as a lodging [18:107]. He**"* said: ‘It was
Revealed regarding Abu Zarr', and Salman Al-Farsy™, and Al-Migdad™, and Ammar
Bin Yasser, Allah®" would Make the Gardens of Al-Firdows to be a lodging for

them, i.e., a shelter and a residence”.*°
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VERSE 109

{109} 1504

Say: ‘If the sea was ink for the Words of my Lord, the sea would be depleted
before the Words of my Lord are depleted, and even if We were to bring the
like of it as ink’[18:109]
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Abu Yaqoub and Abu Al-Hassan said: ‘Our fathers obeyed the order and left us
behind while they both left to go back to their city and there was disagreement
between them. When they had left, we used to present ourselves to the Imam?®"®
(Imam Hassan Al Askari®®*"® and he**"® used to behave with us like how a father and
grandfather behaves with their children.
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One day he*"* said to us: ‘When you receive the news that your fathers are safe
from their enemies by Allah the Almighty, and that my®*"® promise to your fathers has
come true, | will thank Allah the Almighty by teaching you the commentary of the
Quran by some reports of the Progeny of Muhammad®**""' and as a result of which
Allah the Exalted will increase your reputation to greatness by it.’
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We were happy to hear that and said: ‘O son®**** of Rasool-Allah®*""! So we will get
all the knowledge of the Quran and its meanings?’ He®"* said: ‘Never! Whatever |
am going to teach you is what Al-Sadig®"*® taught to one of his®*"* companions and
he was happy with that and said: ‘O son®"® of Rasool-Allah®*""! So | have now
become the recipient of the whole of the Quran?’ He®"* said: ‘You have collected a
lot of good, and extensive grace, but so little of the parts of its knowledge, for Allah
the Almighty Says: ‘If the sea was ink for the Words of my Lord, the sea would
be depleted before the Words of my Lord are depleted, and even if We were to
bring the like of it as ink’ [18:109].
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And He®™™ Says: And even if every tree in the earth was a pen and the oceans to
ink it, from after it seven (more) oceans, the Words of Allah would not be
depleted [31:27]. And this the knowledge of the Quran and its meanings and
extensiveness, see for yourself what you have taken from the whole of the Quran.
But what little you have taken, Allah the Exalted has Given you preference over that
person does not know what you do and his understanding is not like yours.**
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"®. | said, ‘(What about) His®*" Words:
And even if every tree in the earth was a pen and the oceans to ink it, from
after it seven (more) oceans, the Words of Allah would not be depleted
[31:27]7
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He®"* said: ‘1°°"® am informing you that the Words of Allah®", there is no end for
these, nor a peak, nor would they be terminated ever’. Then he®"* said: Say: O
Muhammad®®""! Say: ‘But rather, | am a human being like you. He Reveals unto
me. But rather, your God is One God. So the one who wishes to meet his Lord,
so let him do (the) righteous deed and he should not associate anyone with
the worship of his Lord’ [18:110]. So this is the association, the association of
hypocrisy’.**

VERSE 110
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“1 Tafseer Imam Hassan Al Askari - Preface
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Say: ‘But rather, | am a human being like you. He Reveals unto me. But rather,
your God is One God. So the one who wishes to meet his Lord, so let him do
(the) righteous deed and he should not associate anyone with the worship of
his Lord’ [18:110]
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* regarding the Words of Allah®" Mighty
and Majestic: So the one who wishes to meet his Lord, so let him do (the)
righteous deed and he should not associate anyone with the worship of his
Lord’ [18:110]. He®™"® said: ‘The man does something from the Reward-able deeds,
not seeking the Face of the Allah®®" by it, but rather for recommendations of the
people desiring that the people would hear him with it (become famous). So this is
the one who is associating (committing Shirk) with the worship of his Lord®".
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Then he®"* said: ‘There is none from a servant who does good deeds secretly, so
the days go by for ever until Allah®" would Manifest goodness for him, and there is
none from a servant who does an evil deed secretly, so the days would go by forever
until Allah®" would Manifest the evil for him’.*
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| went over to Al-Reza®™"™ and in front of him was a jug intending to prepare from
it for the Salat. So | approached him®"* to pour it upon him®"®, but he®*"* refused
that and said: ‘No, O Hassan!’ So | said to him®*"®, ‘Why are you®"* forbidding be to
pour upon your®** hand? Do you®"* dislike for me to be Recompensed (for it)?’

He®"* said: ‘You will be Recompensed and 1**"° would be burdened'.

3 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 116 H 4
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So | said to him*", ‘And how can that be?’ So he*"* said: ‘Have you not heard
Allah®" Mighty and Majestic Saying: So the one who wishes to meet his Lord, so
let him do (the) righteous deed and he should not associate anyone with the
worship of his Lord’ [18:110], and here 1**"® am performing Wudu for the Salat,
and it is the (act of) worship, therefore 1*°* dislike for anyone to participate with me

therein’.*
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The Imam Abu Muhammad Al-Askari®"®, from his®*"® father®®"®, Ali Bin
Muhammad®"®, in a lengthy Hadeeth, during a debate with a group from Quraysh,
from Rasool-Allah®**"" having said: Then Allah®" the Exalted Revealed unto him**""":
O Muhammad®"'! Say: ‘But rather, | am a human being like you [18:110] —
meaning, ‘I°*" eat the food’, He Reveals unto me. But rather, your God is One
God — meaning, say them, ‘I**"" am, with regards to being a human being, am like
you all, but my**"" Lord*" Specialised me**"" with the Prophet-hood besides you
all, just as He**" Specialised some of the human beings with the riches, and the
good health, and the beauty besides the other from the humans. Therefore, you
shoulglj5 not be denying that He*" can Specialise me®*®"" with the Prophet-hood as
well”.
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®*"* having said: ‘Rasool-Allah®*"*" was asked
about the explanation of Allah®" Mighty and Majestic: So the one who wishes to
meet his Lord, so let him do (the) righteous deed and he should not associate
anyone with the worship of his Lord’ [18:110].
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So he**"" said: ‘The one who prays Tagiyya to be seen by the people, so he is an
associator; and the one who gives Zakat to be seen by the people, so he is an

* Al Kafi — V 3 — The Book of Cleanliness Ch 46 H 1
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associator; and the one who Fasts to be seen by the people, so he is an associator;
and the one who goes for Hajj to be seen by the people, so he is an associator; and
the one who does deeds from what Allah®" has Commanded for, to be seen by the
people, so he is an associator; and Allah®" does not Accept the deeds done to be
seen (to show-off)’.*°
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‘From Abu Abdullah®"®, he (the narrator) said, ‘I asked him®*"“® about the
interpretation of this Verse: So the one who wishes to meet his Lord, so let him

do (the) righteous deed and he should not associate anyone with the worship
of his Lord’ [18:110].
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He®*"*: ‘One who prays Tagiyya, or Fasts, or liberates (a slave), or performs Hajj
intending the praise of the people, so he has associated in his deed, but it is a

Forgivable association”.*’
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"*® regarding the Words of the Exalted:
‘But rather, | am a human being like you [18:110] - Meaning regarding the
Creation, that he®*"" is a creature like them’ He Reveals unto me. But rather, your
God is One God. So the one who wishes to meet his Lord, so let him do (the)
righteous deed and he should not associate anyone with the worship of his
Lord’ [18:110].
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asws

He®™" said: ‘Do not take, along with the Wilayah of the Progeny of
Muhammad®®"", the Wilayah of others. Their®*"* Wilayah is the righteous deed, so
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the one who associates anyone with the worship of his Lord®", so he has
associated with our®*"* Wilayah, and disbelieved by it, and fought against Amir-Al-
Momineen®** of his®" rights and his®"* Wilayah’.*®
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‘I asked Abu Abdullah®"® about the Words of Allah®**": so let him do (the)
righteous deed and he should not associate anyone with the worship of his
Lord’ [18:110]. He®™"® said: ‘The righteous deed is Recognition of the Imams®"*
and he should not associate anyone in the worship of his Lord is the submission
to Ali**", not associating with him®*"® regarding the Caliphate, the one for whom that
(Caliphate) is not, nor is he deserving of it’.*°
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