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CHAPTER 2

AL-BAQARAH

(286 VERSES)

PART ELEVEN - VERSES 255 - 268

VERSE 255
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Allah, there is no god except He, the Living, the Eternal; neither does slumber
seize Him nor does sleep; for Him is whatever is in the skies and whatever is in
the earth; who is that who can intercede in His Presence except by His
Permission? He Knows what is in front of them and what is behind them while
they are not encompassing anything from His Knowledge except with
whatever He so Desires; His Chair contains the skies and the earth, and their
preservation does not tire Him; and He is the Exalted, the Magnificent [2:255]

Explanation of the Verse of the Chair (Ayat Al-Kursy)
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‘Abu Al-Hassan Al-Reza®"* recited Allah is He besides Whom there is no god,
the Ever-living, the Eternal; neither does slumber seize Him - i.e., forgetfulness
nor does sleep; for Him is whatever is in the skies and whatever is in the earth,
and what is between these two and what is underneath the soil, the Knower of the
seen as well as the unseen. He**" is the Beneficent, the Merciful.
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who is that who can intercede in His Presence except by His Permission? He
Knows what is in front of them and what is behind them. He*"* said: ‘what is in
front of them - so these are the orders of the Prophets®, and what has transpired;
and what is behind them - i.e., what is not going to happen afterwards except what
Allah®" so Desires, i.e., by what Allah®*" would be Revealing to them, and their
preservation does not tire Him - i.e., it is not heavy upon Him*", the preservation

of whatever is skies and the earth”.?
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‘| said to Abu Abdullah®"®, ‘The Words of the High who is that who can intercede
in His Presence except by His Permission? [2:255]". He®™"® said: ‘We*"* are
those intercessors’.2

The Throne (Arsh) and the Chair (Kursy)
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‘| asked Abu Abdullah®"* about the Throne and the Chair, what are these two?’ So
he®*"® said: ‘The Throne in a perspective — it is the whole of the creation, and the
Chair is its container (of the creation apart from the Throne).
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And in another perspective, the Throne — it is the Knowledge which Allah®" Notified
His®*" Prophets®, and His*" Rasools®, and His*" Proofs®*"*. And the Chair — it is
the Knowledge which Allah®" did not Notify anyone from His®*" Prophets®, and
His?*" Rasools®, and His®" Proofs®"® 3
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‘Ali*"® was asked about the Words of Allah®" Mighty and Majestic His Chair
contains the skies and the earth [2:255]. So he®"* said: ‘The skies, and the earth,
and whatever is within these from the creation, are within the Chair, and for it there
are four Angels carrying it by the Permission of Allah®",
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So as for (one of the) Angels from them, so he is in the image of the human beings,
and it is the most prestigious of the images upon Allah®"; and he supplicates to
Allah®" and beseeches to HIm*", and seeks the intercession and the sustenance
of the children of Adam®:.
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And the second Angel is in the image of the bull, and it is the chief of the beasts; and
he seeks the sustenance from Allah®" and beseeches to Him*", and seeks the
intercession for the entirety of the animals.
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And the third Angel is in the image of the eagle, and it is the chief of the birds; and
he beseeches to Allah®" and seeks the intercession and the sustenance for the
entirety of the birds.
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And the fourth Angel is in the image of the lion, and it is the chief of the predators;
and he hopes to Allah®" and beseeches to HIm*", and seeks from Allah®" the
intercession and the sustenance for the entirety of the predator.
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And there did not happen to be among these images more beautiful than the bull,
nor any more upright than it, until (such time as) the chiefs of the Children of Israel
took the calf (as a god). So when they embarked upon it, and worshipped it besides
Allah®"  the Angel which was in the image of the bull lowered its head in
embarrassment from Allah®" that something resembling it has been worshipped
besides Allah®®", and fearing that the Punishment might descend upon him”.*
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Ihtijaj Al-Tabarsy, in a Hadeeth from Al-Sadig®™"", and a man had asked him
saying to him®"®, ‘The Chair is greater or the Throne?’ He®"® said: ‘Allah®" Created
everything inside the Chair, apart from His®" Throne, for it is greater than to be
encompassed by the Chair’.”
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘| discussed with Abu
Abdullah®*"* regarding what they (reporters) are reporting of the sighting. So he®"*
said: ‘The sun is a one part from the seventy of the light of the Chair (guJSS\) and the
Chair (L,-u)ﬁ\) is one part of seventy parts from the Light of the Throne (u»ﬂ‘) and the
Throne ( qud\) is one part from seventy parts from the Light of the Veil, and the Veil
is one part from the seventy part from the Light of the Curtain. So if they were
trughful, so let them be filling their eyes from the sun where there is no cloud under
it’.
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(It has been narrated) from him (Imam Al Sadiq
with his®*"* leg upon his®"*® thigh, so a man in his
sacrificed for you®"®, is this the (manner of the) sitting which is disliked?’ So he
said: ‘No! The Jews said that when the Lord**" was free from the Creating the skies
and the earth, sat upon the Chair with this (manner of) seating, to rest’. So Allah®"
Revealed: Allah, there is no god except He, the Living, the Eternal; neither does
slumber seize Him nor does sleep [2:255], No, He*" does not Exist like this! (in
any posture). ’

, said, ‘I saw him seated

8% presence said, ‘May | be
asws

Approximate size of the Chair (Kursy)
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"® having said: ‘Abu Zarr®® said: ‘O
Rasool-Allah®®""1 What is the best of what is Revealed upon you®®""?’ He**"" said:
‘The Verse of the Chair (S 4). What are the seven skies and the seven
firmaments in the Chair, except like the ring thrown in the desert, then the excess of
the Chair is like the (excess of the) desert over the ring’.?
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Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Abdul Rahmaan Bin Abu Najraan, from
Safwaan, from Halaf Bin Hammaad, from Al-Husayn Bin Zayd Al-Hashimy,
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From Abu Abdullah®"® having said: ‘Zaynab the perfume seller came to the wives
and the daughters of the Prophet®*"", and she used to sell the perfume to them. The
Prophet®®*"" came over while she was among them. So he**"" said: ‘You bring aroma
to our®®"" house’. She said, ‘Your®®"" house is better in aroma due to your®®""
fragrance, O Rasool Allah®®""I" He**"" said: ‘When you sell, do it well and do not
cheat, for it would be more pious and protective of the wealth’.
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She said, ‘O Rasool Allah®*"", | did not come to sell anything, but rather | came to
ask yous" about the Magnificence of Allah®" Mighty and Majestic’. So he*®" said:
‘Majestic is the Majesty of Allah®", 15®*" shall tell you about some of that'.
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Then he®®"" said: ‘This earth with the ones upon it, compared to that which is below
it, is like a ring thrown in the desert, and these two with what is within them and what
is upon them, compared to what is beneath them is like a ring thrown in the desert,
and the third one, until it ends with the seventh’.
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And he®*"" recited this Verse: He Created seven skies and of the earth, their like
[65:12]. And the seven earths along with all that is contained within it and what is on
it are upon the back of the rooster, like a ring thrown in the desert. And the rooster
has two wings to it — a wing in the east and a wing in the west, and its legs are on
the fringes of it, and the seven (earths) and the rooster and all that is contained with
these and whatever is on it, are upon a rock, like a ring thrown in the desert.
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And the rock along with all that it contains, and all that is on it, are upon the back of
the whale like a ring thrown in the desert. And the seven (earths), and the rooster,

and the rock, and the whale along with that they contain and what is on them are
upon the dark ocean like a ring thrown in the desert.

And the seven (earths), and the rooster, and the rock, and the whale, and the dark
ocean are upon the outgoing air like a ring thrown in the desert. And the seven
(firmaments), and the rooster, and the rock, and the whale, and the dark ocean, and
the air are upon the soil (Al-Sarayy) like a ring thrown in the desert’.
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Then he®®"" recited this Verse: For Him is whatever is in the skies, and whatever
is in the earth, and whatever is in between the two, and whatever is beneath
the soil [20:6]’. Then the information is terminated, at (the mention of) the soil”.
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And the seven (earths), and the rooster, and the rock, and the whale, and the dark
ocean, and the air, and the soil) along with all that these contain and whatever is on
it, compared to the first sky is like a ring thrown in the desert.
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And all of this, and the sky of the world along with what is on it and what is contained
within it, compared to that which is above it, is like a ring thrown in the desert.
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And these two skies and whatever these two contain, and what is on them,
compared to what is above these two, are like a ring thrown in the desert.
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And these three, along with what is contained within them and whatever is on them,
compared to the fourth, are like a ring thrown in the desert, (and it is like this) until it
ends with the seventh.

o g uilas o5 8 2e A e fle a5 B 0 5 54 5

And these and all that is contained within them and whatever is on them, compared
to the ocean hidden from the people of the earth, is like a ring thrown in the desert.
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And these seven, and the hidden ocean, compared to the cold mountain are like a
ring thrown in the desert’.
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And he**"™ recited this Verse: And He Sends down of the sky, from the
mountains wherein is hail [24:43]. And these seven, and the hidden ocean, and

the cold mountain, compared to the air which the hearts are confused about, are like
a ring thrown in the desert.
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And these seven, and the hidden ocean, and the cold mountain, and the air,
compared to veils of the light are like a ring thrown in the desert.
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And these seven, and the hidden ocean, and the cold mountain, and the air, and the
veils of the light, compared to the Chair (Al-Kursy) are like a ring thrown in the
desert’.
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And he®*"" recited this Verse: His Chair contains the skies and the earth, and
their preservation does not tire Him; and He is the Exalted, the Magnificent
[2:255].
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And these seven, and the hidden ocean, and the cold mountain, and the air, and
veils of the light, and the Chair, compared to the Throne are like a ring thrown in the
desert’. And he®®"" recite this Verse: The Beneficent is established upon the
Throne [20:5]".
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(And in the report of Al-Hassan) — ‘The veils before (compared to the) the air is that
about which the hearts are confused’.?

Various utilisations of the Verse of the Chair (Ayat Al Kursy)
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‘Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘Shall I?*"® inform you with what Rasool-Allah®*"" used to say
whenever he®®"" retired to his®®"" bed?’ | said, ‘Yes'. He®"® said: ‘He**"" used to
recite The Verse of the Chair (Ayat Al Kursy — 2:255) and he®®"" was saying: ‘In the

° Al Kafi — H 14590
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Name of Allah®™", 15 pelieve in Allah®*" and disbelieve in the idols. O Allah®*"!
Protect me*®" during my*®"" sleep and during my*®** waking up’.*°
J6 (e eley e E;Ta J6 asNigd e K SR R e o3 53 i e o asd

‘Abu Abdullah®"* taught me saying: ‘Say,
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‘In the Name of Allah®" the Majestic! | seek refuge for so and so, with Allah®" the
Magnificent, from the insects and the venomous (reptiles), and the evil eyes, and the
generality (of creatures), and from the Jinn and the human beings, and from the
Arabs and the non-Arabs, and from their sorcery and their rebellions, and their
spells, and by the Ayat Al Kursy (2:255)" — then recite it.
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Then you should be saying during the second (time), ‘In the Name of Allah®" | seek
Refuge with Allah®" the Majestic’ until you overcome upon it’.**

SABJ6 sl (2 ol e 0 B2 e e ne 5 AR 0 e 5 R 5 I R Gl 2 sl
& oy 12 G 5 s S a4 o 5 20 T w3 3 TG MRl Sl 1) (Ll s ) 1
2V 5 (Ol ade ) LB T 3 2B bt el B 5 (Ll wle ) 333 5 DL D 5 ( ATy ale

Sl J6 Al els &) 8 O lals 85 ois e ;ﬁﬁw

‘Abu Abdullah®"® said: ‘When you come across a predatory wild animal, so recite
Ayat Al-Kursy (2:255) in its face, and say to it: ‘| am determined against you by the
Determination of Allah®®", and determination of Muhammad®®"", and determination
of Suleyman Bin Dawood®, and determination of Amir Al-Momineen Ali**"° Bin Abu
Talib®"* and the Purified Imams®*"* from after him®*"®, so it would be exchanged
from him, Allah®" Willing.
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19 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Supplication CH 49 H 4
' Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Supplication CH57 H5
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So a wild animal presented itself, so | was determined against it and said it to it so it
step aside from our way and did not harm us. So | looked at it and it had bowed its
head and entered its tail between its legs and left’.*?

S g pSdiigt (A sy o g 5 3 o6 e JB lai e

‘He®**" said: ‘The one spends the night in a house and a room alone, so let him
recited Ayat Al-Kursy (2:255), and let him say,
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‘O Allah®®I Comfort my loneliness, and Secure my awe, and Assist me upon my
loneliness”.*®
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"® having said: ‘Whenever one of you
were to have a pregnancy with a woman, so four months come upon her, so let her
face the Qiblah and let her recite the Verse of the Throne (2:255), and let her strike
upon her side and let her say, ‘O Allah®"! | have named him Muhammad'’.
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Thus, if he were to be loyal with the naming, Allah®" would Bless for him with
regards to it, and if he retracts from the naming, there would be for Allah®*" a Choice
in it, if He®" so Desires to He®" Takes him (back), and if He®®" so Desires to,
Leaves him’.**

d\fﬂjﬁ&i&é;@jd@éj&\ﬁ&?&.:\:;/TZJ}—UQL;L:;&»’S«L A G Ak
i B 0 pfes 3;@L<MJu(¢Msw)¢U\Md\uwwduuu;@ufv

°$/

quuﬂxu{/@\g\ LU G ks 7S & \M_ﬂf@\uu@wuﬁ@m}w&uw Cails
e 4 5% B g et g gl e BT oo

2 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Supplication CH 57 H 11
'3 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Supplication CH 57 H 13
1 Al Kafi — V 7 — The Book of AgeeqaCh5H 1
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®*® having said: ‘A man complained to
him®*"* of the bad treatment of the people of the land with his family and his children.
So he®*** said: ‘How much (height) is the ceiling of your house’. So he®*"* said: ‘Ten
cubits’. So he®™"* said : ‘Measure out eight cubits, then write the Verse of the Chair
(2:255) in what is between the eight to the ten, just as you go around. So in each of
the rooms, it its ceiling is higher than eight cubits, so it is a meeting place, the Jinn

being present in it, and in it would become its dwelling’.*
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said regarding a ceiling of the
house when it is raised to eight cubits, it would be a dwelling. So when it exceeds
eight, so let him write at the top of the eight, the Verse of the Chair (2:255)".*°
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘When theﬂhouse is above

eight cubits, so write in its upper part the Verse of the Chair (2:255)'.

Allah®"’s Attribute of Life

—&j}—ﬁ)}}\wwﬁu\g‘)ﬂ#qbQ—@M\Aﬁlﬁ—ﬁ»éiu&cﬁ@gﬁ‘;lcb\ﬂwp ‘4‘:"}3\&?\3{@}}
B3l Bl M B 0T Bl S U U 4 idsh 48

asws

From Abu Ja’far®®"® — in a lengthy Hadeeth in which he®*"* mentioned an Attribute of
the Lord®*" Mighty and Majestic — and during it he®*"* is saying: ‘He*" did not cease
to be living, being without a life. He**" has been Alive without there being a newly
occurring life (for Him#2"y 8

!5 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Outfits and the Beautification and the Magnanimity Ch 66 H 3
'® Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Outfits and the Beautification and the Magnanimity Ch 66 H 4
" Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Outfits and the Beautification and the Magnanimity Ch 66 H 7
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VERSE 256
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There is no compulsion in the Religion; the right way has been clarified from
the error. Therefore the one who disbelieves in the tyrant and believes in Allah,
so he has grasped the most trustworthy handhold, there would be no breaking
for it; and Allah is Hearing, Knowing [2:256]
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah®"* saying: ‘There is no compulsion in the Religion; the
right way has been clarified from the error. Therefore the one who disbelieves
in the tyrant and believes in Allah, so he has grasped the most trustworthy
Handhold, there would be no breaking for it; and Allah is Hearing, Knowing
[2:256]

Allah is the Guardian of those who believe. He Extracts them from the
darkness’s into the Light; and (as for) those who are committing Kufr, their
guardian is the tyrant. They are being unjust to the Progeny of Muhammad,
extracting them from the Light into the darkness’s; these are the inmates of
the Fire; they would be in it eternally. And the Praise is for Allah Lord of the
Worlds [2:257] — Like this is how it was Revealed”.*

There is no compulsion in Religion
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(Regarding the Words of the Exalted) - There is no compulsion in the Religion

[2:256], Al-Tabarsy said, ‘It is said it was revealed regarding a man from the Helpers
who had a black slave for him, called Sabah, and he was compelling him upon

!9 Tafseer Kanz Al Daqaiq -V 2 P 406
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(accepting) Al-Islam, and it is said it is regarding a man from the Helpers who invited
Abu Al-Haseyn (to Al-Islam), and there were two sons for him. Some traders
proceeded from Syria to Al-Medina carrying the oil.
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So when they wanted to return, the two sons of Abu Al-Haseyn came over to them
and invited them to Christianity. So they became Christians and went back to Syria.
So Abu Al-Haseyn informed Rasool-Allah®®"", and Allah®", Glorious is He®*",
Revealed: There is no compulsion in the Religion [2:256]. So Rasool-Allah®*""
said: ‘May Allah®" Distance them both! They are the first ones to commit Kufr’.
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So Abu Al-Haseyn found (grudge) against the Prophet®*" when he did not go to
seek them. Thus, Allah®" Revealed His**" Words: There is no compulsion in the
Religion [2:256] — i.e., do not compel anyone upon his Religion except after it is
explained to him the right way has been clarified from the error’.?°

The clarification of the right way from the error

Imam Al-Reza said: ‘And he (Rasool-Allah)***" did not pass away until he®*""
clarified to his®**"' community the information of their Religion and explained to them
the ways, and left them upon a direction of the way of the Truth, and he%®"
established Ali®*"* for them as a flag and an Imam®"°. And he**""' did not neglect
anything for them which the community would be needy to except that he®*""
clarified it. So the one who claims that Allah®" Mighty and Majestic did not Perfect
His®" Religion, so he has rejected the Book of Allah®", and the one who rejects the
Book of Allah®®", so he is a disbeliever in it.**

The tyrant
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In Majma Al-Bayan - Therefore the one who disbelieves in the tyrant [2:256] —
‘And five things are said with regards to it, and one of them is that he (the tyrant) is
the Satan®, and it is reported from Abu Abdullah®"* %2
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From Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘Every flag raised before the rising of Al-

Qaim®"®, so its owner is a tyrant, worshipping one besides Allah®" Mighty and

Majestic”.?

The most trustworthy Handhold - (the Hand of Amir Al-
Momineen®"?)
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja'far®™®"®, and Zayd son of Ali®**" (Bin Al-
Husayn®"®) - so he has grasped the most trustworthy Handhold [2:256] — said:
‘The words, ‘There is no god except for Allah®"?.#
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And from him, by his chain, said, ‘Rasool-Allah®**"" said: ‘The Imams®*"* from the
sons®" of Al-Husayn®*"*, the one who obeys them®"* so he has obeyed Allah®",
and the one who disobeys them®"*, so he has disobeyed Allah®". They®*"* are the
most trustworthy Handhold [2:256], and they®*"* are the means () to Allah®"
the Exalted”.”®
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And from him, by his chain — Rasool-Allah®**"*" said: ‘The one who loves to grasp the
most trustworthy Handhold [2:256], so let him grasp with the Love of Ali**"® and
the People®"* of his®™"* Household”.?®
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Al-Hassan Musa®*"* Bin Ja'far®®"°, from his®"®
father®"®, from his®*"* forefathers®*"* regarding the Words of the Mighty and

Majestic: So he has grasped the most trustworthy Handhold [2:256], said:
‘Our®"s cordiality, the People®"* of the Household’.?’
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‘Rasool-Allah®®"" said: ‘The one who loves that he grasps the most trustworthy
Handhold, there would be no breaking for it [2:256], so he should attach himself
to the Wilayah of my*®"" brother®™®"®, and my*®"" successor®*"*® Ali**** Bin Abu
Talib®"®, for he will not be destroyed, the one who loves him®**"® and befriends

him?*"®; and he would not be Rescued, the one who hates him**"* and is inimical to

himasws” 28
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— the one
asws’ so he

‘Rasool-Alla said: ‘The Imams®"® from the sons®*"* of Al-Husayn
who obeys them®"*, has obeyed Allah®", and the one who disobeys them
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asws

has disobeyed Allah®"® Mighty and Majestic. They*"* are the most trustworthy
Handhold [2:256], and they®™" are the means (i s!)) to Allah®*" the High’.?°
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(It has been narrated) from Al-Reza®"°, from his®*"® forefathers®"* having said:
‘Rasool-Allah®*"" said: ‘There will happen, after me®®"", ‘Al 45 dark fitna (strife).
The saved ones from it would be the ones who attaches to the most trustworthy
Handhold [2:256]’.
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So it was said, ‘O Rasool-Alla , and what is the most trustworthy Handhold
[2:256]?" He*®" said: ‘Wilayah of the Chief of the successors®"*.
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It was said, ‘O Rasool-Allah®*®"™! And who is the Chief of the successors®*"*?’ He>*"W
said: ‘Amir-Al-Momineen®"*’,
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It was said, ‘O Rasool-Allah®®""1 And who is Amir-Al-Momineen®"*?’ He**""' said:
‘The Master of the Muslims and their Imam®"* after me®®""’,
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It was said, ‘O Rasool-Allah®®"! And who is the Master of the Muslims and their
Imam®** after you*®""?’ He*" said: ‘My*®"" brother®"*, Ali**"* Bin Abu Talib®"® *
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‘Rasool-Alla said: ‘O Huzeyfa! The Divine Authority of Allah®*" over you, after
me**"™ is Ali**"® Bin Abu Talib®"®. The Kufr with him®"* is Kufr with Allah®", and the
Shirk (taking another guide along) with him®"* is the Shirk with Allah®"
(Association), and the doubt in him®" is doubt in Allah®", and the heresy in him®"s
is heresy in Allah®®", and the rejecting of him®"* is rejection of Allah®", and the
Eman in him®*"® is Eman in Allah®", because he®"* is the brother of Rasool-
Allah®®"™ and his®®*"" successor®*"®, and the Imam®"® of his®**"" community, and
he®*"® is the strong Rope of Allah®", and [2:256] the most trustworthy Handhold
[2:256], not having any dichotomy (or break) in it.
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O Huzeyfa! Do not separate from Ali**** for you would have separated from me®*"",
and do not oppose Ali**"* for you would have opposed me**"". Ali**"® is from me

and 1" am from him®**, Whoever is angry with him®"* so he is angry with me
and the one who is pleased with him®**, so he is pleased with me®**" 3
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And from him, by his chain, ‘Rasool-Allah®*"" said: ‘The one who loves that he

should attach himself to the most trustworthy Handhold [2:256] so he should
attach himself to the love of Ali**"® and the People®"* of his**"* Household’.*?
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‘Rasool-Allah®®" said to Ali*"®: ‘O Ali**"®l You®"® are the most trustworthy
Handhold [2:256].%

VERSE 257
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Allah is the Guardian of those who believe. He Extracts them from the
(multitude of) darkness into the Light; and (as for) those who are committing
Kufr, their guardian is the tyrant who extracts them from the Light into the
(multitude of) darkness; these are the inmates of the Fire; they would be in it
eternally [2:257]
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Sahl Bin Ziyad, from |bn Mahboub, from lbn Ra’ab, from Humraan Bin Ayn, who has narrated the
following:
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Abu Ja'far®*"* said (referring to the ‘Tahreef in Quran) in this and (as to) those who
are gomrsqitting Kufr, their guardians are the tyrants [2:257]”. (‘<) skl instead of
g Lall’y
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‘| said to Abu Abdullah®"®, ‘| tend to mingle with the people, and | am frequently
astounded from the people who are not in the guardianship (Wilayah) of you®"* all
(Imams®"®) and are in the guardianship of so and so, and so and so. For them is
trustworthiness, and truthfulness, and loyalty. And there are a people who are in
your®®"* guardianship (Wilayah), there isn’t that trustworthiness for them, nor the
loyalty and the truthfulness’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘Abu Abdullah®"® sat upright and turned towards me as if
angered, then said: ‘There is no Religion for the one who makes it a Religion by the
guardianship of a tyrannous imam (leader) who isn’t from Allah®", nor is there any
blame upon the one who makes it a Religion by the Wilayah of a Just Imam®"* from
Allah®",
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| said, ‘There is no Religion for those ones and there is no blame upon these ones?’
He*"* said: ‘Yes! There is no Religion for those ones and there is no blame upon
these ones’.
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Then he®™" said: ‘Have you not listened to the Words of Allah®" Mighty and
Majestic Allah is the Guardian of those who believe. He Extracts them from the
darkness’s into the Light [2:257]? It Means, from the darkness of the sins to the
light of the repentance and the Forgiveness, due to their Wilayah for every just
Imam®*** from Allah®*",
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And He®" Said and (as for) those who are committing Kufr, their guardian is
the tyrant who extracts them from the Light into the (multitude of) darkness
[2:257]. But rather it Means by this that they were upon the light of Al-Islam. So
when they took as guardians every tyrannical imam (leader) who wasn’'t from
Allah®" Mighty and Majestic, they exited from the light of Al-Islam due to their
befriending them, to the darkness of the disbelief. Thus, Allah®" Obligated the Fire
for them along with the disbelievers these are the inmates of the Fire; they would
be in it eternally [2:257]".%
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‘Abu Abdullah®"® related the story for the two groups (good and evil) together during
the Covenant, until he®*"* reached the Exclusion (separation) from Allah®" regarding
the two groups, so he®*"* said: ‘The good and the evil are two creatures from the
creatures of Allah®".
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And that is what Allah®" Said in His®*" Book: Allah is the Guardian of those who
believe. He Extracts them from the darkness’s into the Light; and (as for) those
who are committing Kufr, their guardian is the tyrant who extracts them from

% Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Divine Authority CH 86 H 3
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the Light into the (multitude of) darkness [2:257]. So the Light — they®*"* are the

Progeny of Muhammad®®"", and the darkness are their®**"* enemies’.*®
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah®"* saying: ‘Allah®" Blessed and High Said: “I**" will Punish
every person who makes a religion by an imam who is not from Allah®", and even if
that person was benevolent and pious in his deeds. And I**" shall Forgive every
person who makes a Religion by every Imam®"* from Allah®", and even if the
person was evil in his deeds’.
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| said, ‘He®*" would Forgive these ones and Punish those?’ He™"* said: ‘Yes!

Allah®" is Saying Allah is the Guardian of those who believe. He Extracts them
from the (multitude of) darkness into the Light [2:257]'.
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Then (the narrator) mentioned the first Hadeeth — A Hadeeth of Ibn Abu Yafour, by
the report of Muhammad Bin Al-Husayn — and in was the additional (information) —
He*"® said: ‘So it is the enemies of Ali Amir-Al-Momineen®"®, these are the
inmates of the Fire; they would be in it eternally [2:257], and even if, in their
religion, they were very pious, and ascetic, and the worshippers. And the Momineen,
along with Ali®*"®, they would be abiding in the Paradise, and even if they used to be,
in their deeds, opposite to that’.%’
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(It has been narrated) from Al-Baqir®***, regarding the Words of the High [2:257] and
(as for) those who are committing Kufr - in the Wilayah of Ali®*** Bin Abu Talib®",
their guardian is the tyrant who extracts them from the Light into the
(multitude of) darkness [2:257] — it was Revealed regarding his®"* enemies and
the ones who followed them. They extracted the people from the Light — and the
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Light is the Wilayah of Ali**"® — so took them into the darkness — Wilayah of his

enemies’.®
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And in Al-Kafi — from one of the two (5" or 6™ Imam®") having said: ‘When they
rejected the Imamate of Amir Al-Momineen®"®, so these are the inmates of the

Fire; they would be in it eternally [2:257]".%°
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And in Amaaly of Sheykh Al-Taifa, by his chain going up to Ali®***®, from the
Prophet®®" having recited this Verse these are the inmates of the Fire; they
would be in it eternally [2:257]. It was said, ‘O Rasool-Allah®**"1 Who are the
inmates of the Fire?’ He**"" said: ‘The one who flghts against Ali**"® after me®*"", so
they would be the inmates of the Fire along with the Kafirs, for they would have done
Kufr with the Truth when it came to them”.*°
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And in the book Al-Khisaal — from Abu Abdullah®"®, from his**"* father®"®, from
Ali*** Bin Abu Talib®"* having said: ‘The Momin fluctuates in five of the lights — His
entry is light, and his exit is light, and his knowledge is light, and his speech is light,
and his looking on the Day of Judgment would be towards the light”.**

VERSE 258
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Have you not considered him (Nimrod) who disputed with Ibrahim regarding
his Lord, because Allah had Given him the kingdom? So Ibrahim said: ‘My
Lord is He Who Causes to live and Causes to die’. He said: ‘l cause to live and
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I cause to die’. Ibrahim said: ‘So surely, Allah Brings the sun from the east, so
bring it from the west’. Thus, he who committed Kufr was confounded; and
Allah does not Guide the unjust people [2:258]
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘Ibrahim® opposed his®
people and faulted their gods, until he®® went over to Nimrod and he® debated with
them. So Ibrahim said: ‘My Lord is He Who Causes to live and Causes to die’.
He said: ‘I cause to live and | cause to die’. Ibrahim said: ‘So surely, Allah
Brings the sun from the east, so bring it from the west’. Thus, he who
committg-zd Kufr was confounded; and Allah does not Guide the unjust people
[2:258]".
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From Hanan Bin Sadeyr, from a man from the companions of Abu Abdullah®"* who
said, ‘I heard him®"* saying: ‘The most intensely Punished of the people on the Day
of Judgment would be seven persons — the first of them being the son of Adam®
Who killed his brother, and Nimrod Bin Canaan who disputed with Ibrahim®
regarding his® Lord®*"” 43
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And in it (Sawaab Al-Amaal), by his chain going up to Is’hag Bin Ammar Al-Sayrafi,
from Abu Al-Hassan Al-Maazy®"® (7" Imam®"), in a lengthy Hadeeth, he®" is
saying at the end of it: ‘And in the interior of that serpent would be seven boxes

wherein would be five from the past communities and two from this community’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘I said, ‘May | be sacrificed for you®*"*! And who are the five?

And who are the two? He®"® said: ‘As for the five — so it is Qabeel® who killed
Habeel, and Nimrod® who disputed against Ibrahim® regarding his® Lord®". He
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said: ‘I cause to live and I cause to die’. And Pharaoh® who said, ‘I am your lord,
the most high [79:24]. And the Jew who Judaised the Jews, and Paul who
Christianised the Christians. And from this community, the two Bedouins”.**
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‘And it has been reported from Al- SadlqaSWS having said: ‘Ibrahim® said to Nimrod':
‘Revive the ones you' have killed if you' were truthful’.*®

VERSE 259
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Or the like the one who passed by a town, and it had fallen down upon its
roofs; he said: ‘How will Allah Revive this after its death?’ So Allah Caused
him to die for a hundred years, then Resurrected him. He said: “How long did
you tarry?” He said: ‘l tarried for a day, or a part of a day’. He Said: “But, You
tarried for a hundred years, so look at your food and your drink — they did not
age, and look at your donkey; and in order for Us to Make you a Sign for the
people. And look at the bones, how We Set them together, then We Clothed
these with flesh”. So when it was clear to him, he said: ‘l know that Allah is
Able over all things’. [2:259]
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From Abu Ja'far®*"® having said: ‘This Verse was Revealed unto Rasool-Allah®""
like this — Have you not looked at the bones how We Set them together then We
Clothe these with flesh? So when it was Clear to him [2:259] — He®®"* said:
‘What became clear to the Rasool-Allah®*"" that it is in the skies, the Rasool**""
said: ‘I know that Allah is Able over all things’. [2:259].
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Rasool-Allah®®" submitted to the Lord®™", and firmly believed, as per the Words of
Allah®": So when it was clear to him, he said: ‘| know that Allah is Able over all
things’. [2:259]" *°
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Abu Ali Al-Tabarsy said, ‘The one who passed by upon the town, he is Uzair®®, and it

is reported from Abu Abdullah®"®, And it is said he®® was Irmiah®, and it is reported
from Abu Ja’far®"> 4/

Ahadeeth referring to Uzair®
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‘A group of knowledgeable people mentioned that Ibn Al Kawa said to Ali**"°, ‘O Amir
Al Momineen®"®! Was there ever a son older than his father, from the people of the
world?’
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He®" said: ‘Yes, they were the children of Uzair®®, when he® passed by a town in

ruins and he®® had come from an estate of his®. Under him® was a donkey, and with
him® was a water skin wherein was some figs, and a jug wherein was some honey.
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So he® passed by a ruined town and he® said: ‘““How will Allah Revive this after
its death?’. So Allah Caused him to die for a hundred years [2:259]. So his®
children gave birth and they multiplied. Then Allah®" Sent (Revelation) to him®® and
Revived him among the children of the generation which he® had died in. Thus,

those children of his® were older than their father®” 48
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From him who said, ‘And it is reported from Ali*"® that Uzair®® went out from his®
family and his®*® wife was pregnant, and for him®* were (age of) fifty years. So
Allah®" Caused him® to die, then Resurrected him®®. So he® returned to his®® family
as a man of fifty years old, and for him® was a son a hundred years old. Thus, his®
son was older than him®, and that is from the Signs of Allah®*” 4

Ahadeeth referring to Irmiah®
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Al-Tabarsy in Al-lhtijaj — In a Hadeeth from Al-Sadig®*"®, and an atheist had asked
him®"®, so he said, ‘If only Allah®" would Return to us from the deceased ones,
during every one hundred years, (one person), for us to question him about the ones
who have passed away from us, to what they have come to and how is their state,
and what is that which they faced after the death, which thing was done with them, in
order for the people to act upon conviction and annihilate the doubt, and remove the
malignancy from the hearts’.
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He®" said: ‘These are the words of the ones who deny the Rasools® and belie
them®, and do not ratify what they® came with from the Presence of Allah®", when
they® informed and said. Allah®" Mighty and Majestic Informs in His®*" Book upon
the tongues of the Prophets® the states of the ones who died from us. So, can
anyone happen to be more truthful than Allah®" in Words and (more truthful) than
His®" Rasool**""'?’
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And there have returned to the world, from the ones who had died, a lot of people.
From them are the companions of the cave. Allah®" Caused them to die for three
hundred and nine years, then Resurrected them in the era of a people who were
denying the Resurrection, in order to cut off their arguments, and to show them
His*" Power, and so that they would be knowing that the Resurrection is true.
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And Allah®" Caused the Prophet Irmiah® to die, the one who looked at the ruins of
Bayt Al-Maqdis and what was around it when Bakht Nasar (see full details in
Hadeeth below) invaded them. So he® said: ‘‘How will Allah Revive this after its
death?’. So Allah Caused him to die for a hundred years, then Resurrected him
[2:259]. And he® look at his®* own limbs how they had healed and how the flesh was
clothed upon it, and to his® bones and his® veins how they had connected. So when
he® sto%(Oj up standing he said: ‘I know that Allah is Able over all things’.
[2:259]”.
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘When the Children of
Israel acted in disobedience and revolted against the Command of their Lord®",
Allah®" Intended them to be overcome by one who would humiliate them and kill
them. So Allah®" the High Revealed unto Irmiah®: “O Irmiah!” What city from the
cities did 1" Choose for the growth of the noblest of the trees, so instead the
Kharnouba (tree) grew?”
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So Irmiah® informed the Rabbis of the Children of Israel, and they said, ‘Return to
your® Lord®", to inform us what is the meaning of this example’.
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Therefore, Irmiah® Fasted for seven (days), and Allah®" Revealed unto him®: “As
for the city, it is Bayt Al-Maqdas, and as for what grew in it, it is the Children of Israel
who dwelled therein. They have acted with disobedience, and changed My*"
Religion, and altered My**¥ Bounties with disbelief. Therefore, 1**¥ Swear by
Myself®?" that 1°*¥ will Try them with such a Fitna (strife) in which even the
forbearing would be confused, and will Empower over them from My**" servant of
the most evil birth, and he would spoil their food. So 1**" will Empower over them
with the compulsive ones who would kill their fighters, and captivate their women,
and ruin their houses by which they have been conceited, and throw their chambers
into the dump yard for one hundred years”.
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So Irmlahas informed the Rabbis of the Children of Israel, and they said, ‘Return to
your® Lord®" and say to Him®", ‘What is the sin of the poor, and the beggars, and
the weak ones?’ So Irmiah® Fasted for seven (days), then ate the food. But, nothing
was Revealed unto him®. Then he® Fasted for seven (days), so Allah®" Revealed
unto him®: “O Irmiah®! Refrain from this, or else 1*** shall Turn your® face to the
back of your®® neck’.
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He®"® said: ‘Then Allah®" the High Revealed unto him®: “Say to them: ‘Because
when they saw the evil, they did not reject it’.” So Irmiah® said: ‘Lord®*"!! Teach me®,
who is the one who would be coming, so I*° take safety from him for myself* and
my?®® family?’ He®**" Said: “Go to such and such a place, and look at a boy, in most
difficulties of his time, and or bad birth, and most weak of them in physique, and
most evil of them in food, so he is that”.
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So Irmiah® came to that city, and there was a boy in a pit who had been thrown into
the dustbin of the pit, and if there was a mother for him she would have thrown him
and fractured him in the dustbin, and the pigs were feeding him their milk, then when
they move away he would eat (the rubbish)'.
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So Irmiah® said: ‘If there was anyone in the world whom Allah®" has Described, so
it is him’. He®® approached him and said to him: ‘What is your name?’ He said, ‘Bakht
Nasar’. So he® recognised that it was him, and he® treated him until he was cured.
Then he®* said to him: ‘Do you recognise me?’ He said, ‘No, you are a righteous
man’. He® said: ‘I°° am Irmiah®, Prophet® to the Children of Israel. Allah®"
Informed me®® that He**" would be Empowering you upon the Children of Israel, so
you would be killing their men, and do with them such and such’.
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He®"* said: ‘The boy was astonished within himself at that time. Then Irmiah®® said:
‘Write down a letter of security for me®, from you’. So he wrote for him® a letter. And
he used to go to the mountain to gather firewood, and entered the city, so they paid
their allegiance to him. So he called them for war against the Children of Israel, and
they answered him. And their poor ones used to be in Bayt Al-Maqgdas, and Bakht
Nasr along with those who answered his call came to near Bayt Al-Maqdas. And a
lot of people had gathered for him.
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So when (the news) reached Irmiah®, he®* went to welcome him near Bayt Al-
Magdas, facing him upon a pony and with him® was the security letter which Bakht
Nasr had wrote out for him®. But, Irmiah® did not arrive to him due to the numerous
soldiers of his and his companions, so he® made the letter to be upon a bone or
wood and raised it. So he said, ‘Who are you®?’ So he® said: ‘1*° am Irmiah®, the
Prophet®® who gave you the news that Allah®*" would be Empowering you upon the

as»

Children of Israel, and this is your security letter for me®>’.
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So he said, ‘As for you®, so there is safety for you®, and as for your® family, so |
would throw (an arrow) from here towards Bayt Al-Maqgdas. If my throw reaches to

Bayt Al-Maqdas, then there is not safety for them from me, but if it does not reach,
so they are safe’. And he grabbed his bow, and fired (the arrow) towards Bayt Al-

29 out of 50




Tafseer Hub-e-Ali*"® www.hubeali.com

Magdas. The wind carried it until it immersed into Bayt Al-Maqdas, so he said, ‘There
is no safety for them from me’.
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So when he went into the town he saw a mound of sand in the middle of it and blood
was oozing out from the middle of it. Everywhere (more) sand was thrown at it, it
would come out and flow. So he said, ‘What is this?’ So they said, ‘This is blood of a
Prophet® who was from Allah®", The kings of the Children of Israel killed him and
his®* blood flows, and wherever we throw the sand at it, it comes out and flows’. So
Bakht Nasar said, ‘| will kill the Children of Israel forever until this blood settles
down’.
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And that blood was the blood of Yahya® Bin Zakariyya®, and there was a tyrannous
king during his® time who committed adultery with the women of the Children of
Israel. And he passed by Yahya® Bin Zakariyya®, so Yahya® said to him: ‘Fear
Allah®" — O you king — this is not Permissible for you’. But a woman with whom he
used to commit adultery with when drunk, said, ‘O king! Kill Yahya®'. So he ordered
for his® head.
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So they brought the head of Yahya® on a tray, and the head was speaking and was
saying to him: ‘O you! Fear Allah®". This is not Permissible for you'. Then blood
oozed from the middle of it until it dropped upon the ground. So it came out flowing
and would not settle. And in between the killing of Yahya® and the rise of Bakht
Nasar there was a period of one hundred years.
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And Bakht Nasar did not cease killing them, and used to enter town upon town, and
he would kill the men, and the women, and the children, and every animal, and the

blood kept on flowing, until they were exterminated. So he said, ‘Does there remain
anyone from this country?’ So they said, ‘An old woman in such and such a place’.
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So he sent for her, and struck her neck, and the blood flow stopped, and she was the
last one who had remained’.
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Then he came to Babel and built a city there, and set up, and dug wells, so he threw
therein Danyal®® and threw the lioness along with him®. So the lioness went on to
eat the clay of the well, and Danyal® drank its milk. So that (situation) remained for a
time. Allah®" Revealed to the Prophet®™ who was in Bayt Al-Maqgdas: “Go with this
food and drink to Danyal®, and Convey My** Greetings to him®”. He® said: ‘And
where is Danyal®, O Lord®"?’ He®" Said: “Inside a well in such and such a place”.
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So he came over to it and announced, ‘O Danyal®*?’ So he® said: ‘Here I** am! A
stranger’s v0|ce He® said: ‘Your® Lord®" Conveys His®*" Greetings to you, and
has Sent me® to you® with the food and the drink’. He® showed it to him®, so
Danyal®® said: ‘The Praise is for Allah®®*"¥ Who does not Forget the one who
remembers Him®"I The Praise is due to Allah®*" Who Suffices the one who relies
upon HIm*"! The Praise is due to Allah®" Who, the one who trusts in Him®*" does
not (need to) go to someone else! The Praise is due to Allah®*" Who Recompenses
good with the Good! The Praise is due to Allah®®" Who Recompenses the patience
with the salvation! The Praise is due to Allah®" Who Removes our harm during our
Afflictions! The Praise is due to Allah®" Who Cuts-off the tricks from us when our
confidence (is low)! He**" is our hope when we think our deeds have worsened'.
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He®"® said: ‘Bakht Nasar saw in his dream as if his head was of iron, and his legs
were of copper, and his chest was of gold. So he called the astrologers and said to
them, ‘What did | see in the dream?’ They said, ‘We do not know, but relate to us
what you saw’. So he said, ‘| have made the sustenance to flow for you all since
such and such (a time), and you do not know what | saw in the dream?’ And he
ordered for them to be killed.
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He®*"* said: ‘Someone who was in his presence said, ‘If there is anyone who has
anything (about this), so it is with the one in the pit, for the lioness does not come to
him®, and she eats the clay and feeds him® instead. So he sent for Danyal*® and
said, ‘So what did | seen in the dream?’ He® said: ‘You saw as if your head was of
iron, and your feet were of copper and your chest was of gold’. So he said, ‘This is
what | saw! So what was that?’ He® said: ‘Your kingdom has gone away, and you
would be killed in three days, a man from Persia would kill you'.
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He*"* said: ‘So he (Bakht Nasar) said, ‘I have seven cities, upon the gate of each of
the cities is a guard, and | would not be happy with that until | place a lock of copper
upon the gate of each city. No stranger would enter it except he is called for, until he
is seized’. He® said to him: ‘The matter is as |*® have said it to you’. He®*"* said: ‘So
he sent for the cavalry, and said, ‘Do not let anyone from the creatures in except that
you kill him, whoever he is’. And Danyal®® was seated in his presence, and he said,
‘Do not separate from me during these three days, for it three days pass by, and |
am safe, | will have you® killed'.
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So when it was the third day, in the evening he was overcome with gloom. So he
went out, where he met a young boy whose parents used to serve him, from the
Persians, and he did not know that he was from the Persians. So he handed his
sword to him and said, ‘O boy! Do not meet anyone from the creatures except that
you kill him, and even if | were to meet myself, | would kill myself'. The boy grabbed
hold of the sword and struck at Bakht Nasar with a strike, and killed him.
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Irmiah® went out upon his donkey with him® were some figs as a provision for
himself®®, and some honey. So he® looked towards the predators of the well, and
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predators of the sea, and predators of the air eating the dead flesh, so he® thought
to himself* for a while, then said [2:259] How will Allah Give it life after its death
and it has been eaten by the predators?’ So Allah®" Caused him® to die in his®
place, and these are the Words of Allah®" Blessed and High [2:259] Or the like of
him who passed by atown, and it had fallen down upon its roofs; he said: How
will Allah Give it life after its death? So Allah Caused him to die for a hundred
years, then Raised him to life, i.e., Revived him®.
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So when Allah®® had Mercy upon the Children of Israel, and destroyed Bakht
Nasar, Returned the Children of Israel back to the world. And when Allah®"
Empowered Bakht Nasar over the Children of Israel, and Uzair®® had escaped and
entered in a spring and hid in it, and there remained Irmiah® dead for a hundred
years.
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Then Allah®" the Exalted Revived him®. So the first of what was Revived from him®
were his* eyes which were like white eggs. So he® looked, and Allah®" the High
Revealed unto him® He said: “How long did you tarry?” He said: ‘I tarried for a
day - then he® looked at the sun and it had risen, so he® said or a part of a day’
[2:259].
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So Allah®" the High Said: He Said: “But, You tarried for a hundred years, so
look at your food and your drink — they did not age - i.e., they have not changed
(rotted away), and look at your donkey; and for Us to Make you a Sign for the
people. And look at the bones, how We Set them together, then clothed them
with flesh”.
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So he® went on to look at the bones which were split and ragged, the predators
having eaten its flesh, so there were just bones here and there. And he® moved and
stood up, and his donkey stood up as well. So he®® said: | know that Allah is Able
over all things’. [2:259]" >*

33 out of 50




Tafseer Hub-e-Ali*"® www.hubeali.com

VERSE 260
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And when Ibrahim said: ‘Lord! Show me how You Revive the dead’. He said:
“Or do you not believe?” He Said: Yes (I am), but to reassure my heart’. He
Said: “Then take four of the birds, so incline them towards you. Then place on
every mountain a part of them, then call them, they will come to you swiftly;
and know that Allah is Mighty, Wise [2:260]
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Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Isa, and Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father,
from lbn Abu Umeyr, from Abu Ayyub Al-Khazzaaz, from Abu Baseer, who has narrated:

Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘When lbrahim® saw the Kingdom of the skies and the
earth, he® turned and saw a man committing adultery. So he® supplicated against
him. He died. Then he® saw another one. He® supplicated against him, so he died
as well, to the extent that he® saw a third one, and he® supplicated against him and
he died too.
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So Allah®" Revealed unto him®: “O lbrahim®! If you® supplicate, it would be
Answered, so do not supplicate agalnst My®* servants, for if 1°* had so Desired,
1*** would have never Created them. 1°*" Created My®" creation upon three
categories. There is a type of servant who worships Me®**" and does not associate
anything with Me®®", so 1" Reward him; and there is a servant who worships other
than Me®™" so he won’t escape Me®"; and a servant who worships other than
Me®®™ so 12" pring out from his descendants the one who would worship Me®"”,
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Then he® turned, so he® saw a carcass on the coast of the sea, half of it was in the
water and half of it in the sand. The sea predators came and ate what was in the
water, then returned and he® saw some of them on top of the others eating each
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other, and the predators of the land came and ate from it. So he® saw some of them
on top of each other, eating each other.

e 8T 0 et b £ 2 G806 sl F D8 )l 5 06 5 o B (o3l e ) a5 U5 i
W sl &3 wsids off B g oIS Bt 250 5 s Ju 2B 5T Ju L

So during that, Ibrahim® was surprised from what he® saw, and said: ‘Lord! Show
me how You Revive the dead’- i.e. How do You®™" Bring back that which has
consumed each other’. He Said: Yes (I am), but to reassure my heart’, meaning,
until he® sees this like he sees all the (other) things’.
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He Said: “Then take four of the birds, so incline them towards you. Then place
on every mountain a part of them — So cut them up into pieces and make these to
be mixed up just as these carcasses have been mixed up by these predatory wild
animal which have eaten each other. So he® mixed them. Then place on every
mountain a part of them, then call them, they will come to you swiftly - So when
he® called them over, they responded. And the mountains were ten in number’.>?
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‘| was present at a gathering of Al-Mamoun and in his presence was Al-Reza Ali**"®
Bin Musa®*"*. So Al Mamoun said to him®"*, ‘O son®"* of Rasool-Allah®*""! Is it not
from your®™"® words that the Prophets® are infallible?” He®*"*® said: ‘Yes’. So he
asked him about (some) Verses from the Quran. So from what he asked was that
he said to him®"S, ‘Inform me about the Words of Allah®*" And when Ibrahim said:

‘Lord! Show me how You Revive the dead’. He said: “Or are you not
believing?”’ He Said: Yes (I am), but to reassure my heart’ [2:260] .
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Al-Reza®"® said: ‘Allah®" Blessed and High Revealed unto lbrahim®: “I*** have
Taken a friend from My®**" servants, if he were to ask Me®*" to Revive the dead, 1%V
shall Answer him”. So it occurred in the self of Ibrahim® that he® himself was that
friend, so he® said ‘Lord! Show me how You Revive the dead’. He said: “Or do
you not believe?’ He Said: Yes (I am), but to reassure my heart’ — (based) upon
the friendship.
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He Said: “Then take four of the birds, so incline them towards you. Then place
on every mountain a part of them, then call them, they will come to you swiftly;
and know that Allah is Mighty, Wise [2:260].
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Therefore, Ibrahim® took an eagle, and a duck, and a peacock and a cockerel. So
he® cut them up and mixed them, then made them to be upon a mountain from the
mountains, which were around him® — and these were ten — a part on each of them,

and made their beaks to be between his fingers. Then he® called them by their
names, and placed some seeds and water in his® presence.
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So those parts flew back together, (joining up) with each other until the bodies were
complete, and everybody came and joined with the neck and its head. So Ibrahim®
left the beaks alone so it joined up with them, and they came and drank from that
water, and picked up those seeds, and said: ‘O Prophet® of Allah®"! You® have

revived us, May Allah®™" Revive you®. So Ibrahim® said: ‘But, it is Allah®*" Who
Revives and Causes to die, and He®*" has Power over all things’.
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Al-Mamoun said, ‘May Allah®" Bless you®"s, O Abu Al Hassan®"® 53
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‘I wrote to Al-Abd Al-Salih®"s (7" Imam®") (asking him®"°) to inform me about
doubt, and lbrahim® had said And when Ibrahim said: ‘Lord! Show me how You
Revive the dead’ [2:260], and that | would love it if you could show me something
from that’. So he*"® wrote (back): ‘Ibrahim® was a Believer and loved it that there
should be an increase in his®* belief, while you are doubting. And the doubt (is
something) there is no good in it'.
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And he®"* wrote: ‘But rather, the doubt is where conviction does not come, for when
the conviction does come, there would be no allowance for doubt’.
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And he®" wrote: ‘Surely Allah®" Mighty and Majestic is Saying: And We did not

Find for most of them any (faithfulness to) the Covenant, and We Found most

of them to be as transgressors [7:102] — it was Revealed regarding the doubt’.>*
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‘A man from the Pilgrims of Khurasan stayed with me, so we mentioned the
Hadeeth, so he said, ‘A brother of mine died at Merv, and bequeathed to me one
hundred thousand Dirhams, and ordered me that | should give Abu Hanifa a part
from it, and | did not know how much constituted a part, from what he had left. So
when | proceeded to Al-Kufa, | came up to Abu Hanifa. | asked him about the ‘part’,
so he said to me, ‘A quarter’.
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But my heart refused to accept that, so | said (to myself), ‘I will not do it until | go for
Hajj and investigate the problem. So when | saw the people of Al-Kufa to have
formed a consensus over the quarter (being ‘a part’), | said to Abu Hanifa, ‘There is
no shame with that, it is to you that it has been bequeathed, but | shall go for Hajj
and investigate the matter’. So Abu Hanifa said, ‘And | also intend for Hajj'.
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So when we came to Makkah, and it was during the circumambulation that there was
an old man seated, having completed his®**** circumambulation, and he*"* was
supplicating and Glorifying, when Abu Hanifa turned around, so when he saw
him®"®, said, ‘If you want to ask, the highest degree of the people, so ask this one,
for there is no one after him*"®'. | said, ‘And who is this?’ He said: ‘Ja’far®"* Bin

Muhammad®"*’.
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So when | was seated to listen, Abu Hanifa turned around the back of Ja'far®*"* Bin
Muhammad®"®, So he®*"* was seated near to me, and | greeted him®**** and revered
him®**, and someone else came and greeted and seated himself. So when | saw
that from their reverence for him®"*, my back strengthened (more courage).
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So Abu Hanifa winked at me to speak, and | said, ‘May | be sacrificed for you®"! |
am a man from the people of Khurasan, and a man died and bequeathed to me one
hundred thousand Dirhams, and ordered me that | should give a part from it, and
mentioned the name of that man to me. So how much is the ‘part’, may | be
sacrificed for you®"s?’
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So Ja'far®®"® Bin Muhammad #*"* said: ‘O Abu Hanifa! It is to you that it has been

bequeathed, so speak regarding it'. So he said, ‘The quarter’. So he®"* said to Abu
Layli: ‘Speak regarding it’. So he said, ‘The quarter’.
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So Ja’far®*®"® said: ‘From where are you speaking, ‘the quarter?’ He said: ‘From the
Words of Allah®" “Then take four of the birds, so incline them towards you.
Then place on every mountain a part of them [2:260]’. So Abu Abdullah®"* said
to them: ‘And I**"® hear this: ‘He® knew that the birds were four, so how many were
the mountains? But rather, the parts were for the mountain, not for the birds?’ So
they said, ‘We thought that they were four'. So Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘But, the
mountains were ten (in number) (i.e. a ‘part’ equates to a tenth not a quarter)’.>
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‘| asked Abu Al-Hassan Al-Reza®"*® about the Words of Allah®" to lbrahim® “Or are
you not believing?’ He Said: Yes (I am), but to reassure my heart’ [2:260]. Was
there a doubt in his* heart?” He®™"* said: ‘No. He** was upon conviction, but, he®
wanted an increase of conviction in his® heart from Allah®**’ >
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* regarding His**" Words: “Then take
four of the birds, so incline them towards you. Then place on every mountain a
part of them [2:260]. So he® said: ‘He® took the hoopoe, and the shrike, and the
peacock, and the crow. So he® slaughtered them and isolated their heads. Then
he® crushed their bodies with the pestle, their feathers, and their flesh, and their
bones, until they were mixed up. Then he® separated this into ten parts upon then
mountains. Then he®"* placed with him®* some seeds and water, then made their
beaks to be between his®® fingers.
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Then he® said: ‘Come to me®® swiftly by the Permission of Allah®"!'. So the parts
flew to each other’s, the flesh and the feathers and the bones, until the bodies were
complete just as they used to be, and each body came with its neck to be stuck to
the beak. So Ibrahim® isolated from their beaks. So they raised and drank from that
water, and pecked from those seeds. Then they said, ‘O Prophet® of Allah®"! You®®
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revived us, may Allah®®" Cause you™ to live’. So he® said: ‘But, Allah®*" Causes to
live and He®*" Causes to die’.
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So this is the interpretation regarding the apparent (meaning). And as for its
interpretation regarding the esoteric of the Quran, He®" Said: ‘Take four (people)
who can bear the speech and entrust your®® knowledge to them. Then send them to
the outskirts of the land as your® arguers upon the people. So whenever you®® want
that they should come to you®, call them with the Great Name (-SY! asY), they would
come to you® swiftly, by the Permission of Allah®*" the Exalted”.%’

VERSE 261
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The example of those who are spending their wealth in the Way of Allah is like
the example of a grain growing seven ears, in every ear being a hundred
grains; and Allah Multiplies for the one He so desires to; and Allah is
Capacious, Knowing [2:261]
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah®"® saying: ‘When the Momin servant does good deeds,
Allah®®" the High Multiplies each of this deeds by seven hundred times, and these
are the Words of Allah®" and Allah Multiplies for the one He so desires to
[2:261]. Therefore, perform your good deeds for the Reward of Allah®*".
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So | said, ‘What is the ‘goodness’ (of the deeds)?’ So he®"* said: ‘When you Pray,
so make good the Rukus and the Sajdahs, and when you Fast, fear all that would
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spoil your Sawm (Fast), and when you perform Hajj fear whatever is Forbidden to
you regarding your Hajj and your Umrah’. And he®"* said: ‘And every deed that you
do for the Sake of Allah®®", let it be pure from the filth’.>®
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‘| asked Abu Abdullah®"* about the Words of Allah®" like the example of a grain

growing seven ears [2:261]. He**"® said: ‘The grain — Fatima®"*, and the seven
asws asws

ears (seed bearing parts of the corn) — seven from her sons®™™, seventh of
them®** being Al Mahdi®*"*.
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| said, ‘Al-Hassan®"s?" He®™"S said: ‘Al-Hassan®"° is an Imam®"s from Allah®",
obedience to him®"* is Obligatory, but he®*"* isn’t from the seven ears. The first of
them®"® is Al-Husayn®"®, and the last of them®"* is Al-Qaim®"*".
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| said, ‘His®" Words in every ear being a hundred grains? He®"* said: ‘The (a)

man from them®"* would beget in Al-Kufa, one hundred from his®*"* offspring, and
that isn’t except for those seven®"s”

VERSES 262 - 264
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Those who are spending their wealth in the Way of Allah, then they are neither
following up whatever they spent with reminders of generosity nor (causing)
distress, for them, their Recompense would be with their Lord, and there
would neither be fear upon them nor would they be grieving [2:262]
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Kind words and forgiveness is better than charity followed by (causing)
distress; and Allah is Needless, Forbearing [2:263]
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O you those who are believing! Do not invalidate your charities by reminders
of generosity and (causing) distress, like him who spends his wealth to show
off to the people and he does not believe in Allah and the Last Day. So his
example is like an example of a smooth rock with soil upon it, and a torrent
hits it and leaves it bare. They would not able upon anything from what they
earned; and Allah does not Guide the Kafir people [2:264]
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(It has been narrated) from Ja’far®*"* Bin Muhammad®"*® or Abu Ja’far®*"*® regarding
the Words of Allah®*": O you those who are believing! Do not invalidate your
charities by reminders of generosity and (causing) distress [2:264] — up to the
end of the Verse. He*®" said: ‘It was Revealed regarding Usman, and it flows
regarding Muawiya and the followers of these two’.®°
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja'far regarding the Words of the High: O you
those who are believing! Do not invalidate your charities by reminders of
generosity and (causing) distress [2:264]: ‘Causing the distress - to
Muhammad®*"*" and the Progeny®"* of Muhammad®*"". This is (an) explanation’.
He®"* said: ‘It was Revealed regarding Usman’.%
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ROCT 1

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"*® regarding His*" Words: O you those
who are believing! Do not invalidate your charities by reminders of generosity
and the injury — up to His*" Words: They would not able upon anything from
what they earned [2:264]. He®"® said: ‘Safwan (u'se=) — i.e., a rock, and the ones
who were spending their wealth to show off to the people were so and so (1), and so
and so (2), and so and so (3), and Muawiya, and their adherents’.®®
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Ali Bin lbrahim — ‘Al-Sadig®"*® said: ‘Rasool-Allah®*"" said: ‘The one who confers a
goodness upon a Momin, then hurts him with the speech or a reminder of the
generosity upon him, so Allah®*" would Invalidate his (act of) charity. Then He®"
Struck an example regarding it, so He**" Said: like him who spends his wealth to
show off to the people and he does not believe in Allah and the Last Day. So
his example is like an example of a smooth rock with soil upon it, and a
torrent hits it and leaves it bare. They would not able upon anything from what
they earned; and Allah does not Guide the Kafir people [2:264].
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And he®***® said: ‘The one who frequently reminds of his generosity and hurts the one
who he has been charitable upon, his charity would be invalidated just as the soil
gets invalidated (washed off), which is upon the smooth rock”.®®

VERSE 265
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And an example of those who are spending their wealth, seeking the Pleasure
of Allah and an affirmation from themselves is an example of a garden on a
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hill, a torrent hits it so it brings forth double its edibles, but if a torrent does
not hit it, then a sprinkle (is sufficient); and Allah Sees what you are doing
[2:265]
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®"s, regarding His®*" Words: And an example
of those who are spending their wealth, seeking the Pleasure of Allah [2:265].
He®"® said: ‘It was Revealed regarding Ali**"* %4
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From Abu Abdullah®*"®: ‘And an example of those who are spending their wealth,
seeking the Pleasure of Allah [2:265] — Ali*"®, the Emir of the Momineen is their
superior, and he®"* is from the ones who spent his®*"* wealth, seeking the Pleasure
of Allah®"” %
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* And an example of those who are
spending their wealth, seeking the Pleasure of Allah [2:265]. He®"* said: ‘Al
Amir-Al-Momineen®"* is the best of them, and he®*"* is from the ones who spent
his®*"* wealth seeking the Pleasure of Allah®*".%®
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And from him — Al-Sadig®*"* said: ‘There is nothing more beloved to me®"* than a
man who borrows from me®**, 12°** follow it up by a hand (gift) of its counterpart and

do him a favour with it to him, because 1°*"® have seen that the prevention of another
(favour) cuts off the tongue of gratefulness of the first (act of generosity).
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Then He®®" Struck an example for the Momineen, those who are spending their
wealth, seeking the Pleasure of Allah®" and as affirmation from themselves (away)
from the reminders of the generosity and the hurting. So He®" Said: And an
example of those who are spending their wealth, seeking the Pleasure of Allah
and an affirmation from themselves is an example of a garden on a hill, a
torrent hits it so it brings forth double its edibles, but if a torrent does not hit it,
then a sprinkle (is sufficient); and Allah Sees what you are doing [2:265].
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He®"* said: ‘Their example is an example of a garden — i.e., an orchard, in a high
place, a torrent hits it — i.e., rain, so it brings forth double its edibles — i.e., its
fruits multiply just a the Recompense of the one who spends his wealth seeking the
Pleasure of Allah®". And the sprinkle — is (the dew) what occurs at night upon the
trees and the vegetation”.®’

VERSE 266
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Would one of you like that there should happen to be a garden for him, of palm
tree, and grape vines, the rivers flowing beneath it; for him in it to be every
(kind of) fruit, and old age hits him, and for him are weak offspring. Then a
tornado in which is fire, hits it, so it gets incinerated. Like that, Allah Clarifies
the Signs for you, perhaps you would be pondering [2:266]
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Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Isa, from Al-Hassan Bin Mahboub, from Al
Bin Ra’ab and Hashaam Bin Saalim, from Abu Baseer who said:
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‘| asked Abu Ja’far®®"* about the four types of winds — the North, the South, Al-Saba
and Al-Dabour, and | said that the people are mentioning that the North (wind) is
from the Paradise, and the South (wind) is from the Fire’. So he®™"* said: ‘Allah®*"
has armies of winds by which He®*" Punishes whomsoever that He®" so Wishes to
from the ones who disobey Him®™", and from every wind from these is an Angel
allocated to it. So if Allah®" Intends to Punish a people by some kind of torment,
He®*" Reveals to the Angel in charge of that particular type of the winds by which
He®" |ntends to Punish them by. So the Angel orders it and it get excited like a lion
gets excited when bothered’.
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He®*"* said: ‘And for every wind from these is a name. Have you not heard the
Words of the High®*": (People of) Ad belied, so how was My punishment and
Warning? [54:18] For We sent against them a furious wind Sarsara, on a Day of
continuous bad luck [54:19]. And Said: the destructive wind (Al-Ageem) [51:41].
And Said: a (blast of) wind wherein is a painful Punishment [46:24]. And Said:
‘Then a tornado in which is fire, hits it, so it gets incinerated [2:266]. And
(others) from winds which have not been Mentioned by which Allah®" Punishes the
ones who disobey Him?*"".

v

I PG e 5 hall O S G G 4R X o T SIS 3 g sl 1R £, 895 e Al 5 U
S gl 328 G 2y G 5 Al 03 3latB OISLd 2k 21, 5 25 5 i) (i Sl

He™"* said: ‘And Allah®*" Mighty is His®**" mention has winds of Mercy which occur,
and others besides that which He®® Displays His®*" Mercy. From these is that
which incites clouds for the rain, and from these is a wind which holds up the clouds
in between the sky and the earth, and the winds which squeeze the clouds so they
make rain by the Permission of Allah®", and from these are winds which Allah®"
has Counted in His®*" Book.

A NE g O A sl 58 i el Kl st s GBSl 5 el 5 S 5 Jid g8 o HH
Al jqu_: lis JL;.;"J\ &S E A axlg Cplas L},::\.;x}\ QSJ’J\ le_c rLu C}J—\ 5:,.3_?5\ 61.9 Je_:.g_g JL;.J"J\ & 9550\ IRy
FEPE

As for the four winds — the North, and the South, and Al-Saba, and Al-Dabour, so
these are the names of the Angels who have been allocated to these. So if Allah®"
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Intends the North wind to blow, He*" Commands the Angel whose name is the
North (Al-Shimaal), so he descends upon the Sacred House (Al-Bayt Al-Haram),
stands upon the Al-Shamy corner of it and flaps his wings. So the North wind
disperses in the land and the sea wherever Allah®" Desires it to.

PR E s I S S = KR C A I e SN [ vl s G A Ugs cay 3 i sy 5] 3
Mg e 2058 e o by S5

And if Allah®" Intends to Send the South winds, He**"! Commands the Angel whose
name is the South (Al-Junoub), so he descends upon the Sacred House (Al-Bayt Al-
Haram), stands upon the Al-Shamy corner of it and flaps his wings. So the South
wind disperses in the land and the sea wherever Allah®" Desires it to.
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And if Allah®" Intends to Send Al-Saba wind, He®®"”' Commands the Angel whose
name is Al-Saba, so he descends upon the Sacred House, stands upon the Al-

Shamy corner of it and flaps his wings. So the Al-Saba wind disperses in the land
and the sea wherever Allah®" Desires it to.
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And if Allah®" Intends to Send Daboura, He®*¥ Commands the Angel whose name
is Al-Dabour, so he descends upon the Sacred House, stands upon the Al-Shamy

corner of it and flaps his wings. So Al-Dabour wind disperses in the land and the sea
wherever Allah®" Desires it to’.
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Then Abu Ja'far®*"* said: ‘As for your hearing their words — the North wind, and the
South wind, and Al-Dabour wind, and Al-Saba wind, but rather these are the Angels
who have been entrusted with these.®®
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VERSE 267
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O you those who are believing! Spend from the good of what you earn, and
from what We Extracted for you from the ground, and do not be aiming the bad
to be spending from it, and you wouldn’t be taking it unless you are closing
your eyes during it; and know that Allah is Needless, Praiseworthy [2:267]
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* regarding the Words of Allah®" Mighty
and Majestic: O you those who are believing! Spend from the good of what you
earn, and from what We Extracted for you from the ground, and do not be
aiming the bad to be spending from it [2:267]. He*"* said: ‘When Rasool-
Allah®®"™ wanted people to pay Zakat of dates (Zakat to be given from fruits), a group
of people came with types of dates, and these were from the ruined dates, paying is
as their Zakat, dates called Al-Ju’rour, and Al-Mi’ay, with little fruit and large cores;
and some of them came over with it instead of the good quality dates.
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So Rasool-Allah®®"" said: ‘Do not bring these two dates, and do not come with
anything from these’. And it was regarding that, it was Revealed: And do not aim at
what is bad that you may spend from of it, while you would not take it

yourselves unless you close your eyes (with disdain) [2:267], and the closing of
the eyes is that you take these two dates (and give it as Zakat)'.
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And he®" said: ‘It does not arrive to Allah®", a charity from Prohibited earnings”.®®
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And in another report, from Abu Baseer, from Abu Abdullah®"* regarding the Word

of Allah®" Mighty and Majestic: And do not be aiming the bad to be spending
from it; and you wouldn’t be taking it unless you are closing your eyes during
it [2:267], so he®™" said: ‘The people had earned evil earnings during the Pre-
Islamic period. So when they became Muslims, they wanted that they take these
(evil earnings) from their wealth in order to give charity with it. So, Allah®" Blessed
and High Refused except that they should take out from the good of what they had

been earning’.”
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®* regarding the Words of Allah®*" and do

not be aiming the bad to be spending from it [2:267]. He*"* said: ‘There had
remained in the wealth of the people what they had earned from the interest from the
bad earning before that. So one of the aimed that he would spend and give it in
charity with it, but Allah®*" Forbid from that’.”
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‘Ibrahim Al-Nakhai’e passed by a woman and she was seated by the door of her
house with a spinning wheel. And she was called Umm Bakar, and in her hand was
a spindle she was spinning with. So he said, ‘O Umm Bakar, you have grown old.
Does it not pain you to spin this spindle?’ So she said, ‘And how do | place it (stop),
and | heard Ali*"® Bin Abu Talib®"® Amir-Al-Momineen®"* saying it is: ‘from the
good of what you earn [2:267]"."
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VERSE 268
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The Satan promises you the poverty and instructs you with the immoralities,
and Allah Promises you Forgiveness from Himself and Grace; and Allah is
Capacious, Knowing [2:268]
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‘| said to Abu Abdullah®"*, ‘Sometimes | grieve such that | neither know my wife, nor
wealth, nor children, and sometimes | am so happy that | neither know my wife, nor
wealth, nor children’. So he®"* said: ‘There is no one except that there is an Angel
with him and a Satan'®. So when he is happy so the Angel is nearer to him, and when
he is in grief then the Satan” is nearer to him, and these are the Words of the
Blessed and High The Satan promises you the poverty and instructs you with
the immoralities, and Allah Promises you Forgiveness from Himself and
Grace; and Allah is Capacious, Knowing [2:268]"."
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