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CHAPTER 90
AL-BALAD
(20 VERSES)
VERSES 1 - 20
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Ibn Babuwayh, by his chain from Abu Baseer, who has said:

‘Abu Abdullah®"* has said: ‘The one who had recited in Obligatory (Salats): No! | do
Swear by this city! [90:1], would be well known in the world that he is from the
praying ones, and in the Hereafter would be well known that he has a status from
Allah®*" and on the Day of Judgement he would be from the friends of the
Prophets®, and the Martyrs, and the Righteous’.!
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And from Khawas Al-Quran:

It has been reported from the Prophet®*" having said: ‘The one who recites this

Chapter, Allah®" would Give him Amnesty from His®" Wrath on the Day of
Judgement, and Rescue him from ascending the insurmountable obstacles.
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And one who writes it and attaches it upon the children (as an amulet), or what he
has begotten, it would be a security upon him from all what presents itself to the
children’.?

cM\ Z\ij..o o Z\AL:E.S\ o5 L;\.«5 at\)\ o@. U&TJB A (AH 9 c\.:J& Aj)\ Jaﬂ) AV\S)\ J}M) J\B 9

1 (123 el Gl 5)
2 Tafseer Al Burhan — H 11618

2 out of 19




Tafseer Hub-e-Ali*" www.hubeali.com

And Rasool-Allah®®"" said: ‘One who recites it (Surah Al Balad), Allah®" the Exalted
would Rescue him from the difficult obstacles.
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And one who recites it and attaches it (as an amulet) upon a new-born, it would be

safe from every affliction and from the wailing of the children, and Allah®*" would

Rescue him from Umm Al-Sibyan®’.*
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And Al-Sadiq®"® said: ‘When it (Surah Al-Balad) is hung upon the child, it would be

safe from the deficiencies, and when it is medicated from its water as well, it would

be cured from the lung pains, and it would grow a healthy growth”.”

VERSES 1-3
{1} aldnis 2.5y
No! I do Swear by this city! [90:1]
{2} adds 3 &3
And you are a dweller in this city [90:2]
{3} 35 43 Wi
And (I Swear by) a father and what he begot [90:3]
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Muhammad Bin Al-Abbas, from Ali Bin Abdullah, from Ibrahim Bin Muhammad, from Ibrahim Bin Salih
Al-Anmaty, from Mansour, from a man, the following:
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‘Abu Abdullah®"* regarding the Words of the Mighty and Majestic: And you are a
dweller in this city [90:2], has said: It Means the Rasool-Allah®"". | said, ‘(What
about): And (I Swear by) a father and what he begot [90:3]?" He**"* said: Ali®*"®
and his sons®"*.°
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And from him, from Al-Husayn Bin Ahmad, from Muhammad Bin Isa, from Yunus Bin Yaqoub, from
Abdullah Bin Muhammad, from Abu Bakr Al-Hazramy, who has said:

‘The narrator says, Abu Ja'far®"® to me: ‘O Abu Bakr! The Words of Allah®" Mighty
and Majestic: And (I Swear by) a father and what he begot [90:3], he®*"* is Ali®*"®
Bin Abu Talib®"*, and what he®™"* begot are Al-Hassan®"* and Al-Husayn®"*.’
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(It has been narrated) raising it regarding the Words of the Exalted: No! | do Swear
by this city! [90:1] And you are a dweller in this city [90:2] And (I Swear by) a
father and what he begot [90:3]. He**"* said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen®"* and what
he®"* begot from the Imams®"*’ ®
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‘Abu Abdullah®"* said regarding the Words of Allah®" Mighty and Majestic: So do
not swear by the locations of the stars! [56:75], said: ‘It was the people of
ignorance (Pre-Islamic period) who used to swear by it. Allah®* Mighty and Majestic
has Said: So do not swear by the locations of the stars! [56:75]. It is a grievous
matter the one who swears by it.
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He*"* said: ‘The (people of the) pre-Islamic period used to revere the Sanctuary and
were not swearing by it, nor by the month of Rajab, nor were they violating to the one
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who was in these two, going or coming, even if his father had been killed, nor for
anything would they expel from the Sanctuary any stray animal, or sheep, or camel,
or other than that.
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So Allah®" Mighty and Majestic Said to His®" Prophet®"": No! | do Swear by this
city! [90:1] And you are a dweller in this city [90:2]’.
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He®*"* said: ‘So it reached (to such an extent) from their ignorance, that they
permitted the killing of the Prophet®"", while revering the days of the month where
they were swearing by it, and they would fulfil it (the vows)’.®
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‘| asked him®*"* about the Words of Allah®" Mighty and Majestic: So do not swear
by the locations of the stars! [56:75]. He**"* said: ‘(It is) a great sin upon the one
who swears by it. And the people of the Pre-Islamic period were revering the
Sanctuary and were not swearing by it, permitting its sanctity for the Sake of Allah®"
in it, and were not violating to the one who was in it, nor expelling an animal from it.
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So Allah®" Blessed and Exalted Said: No! | do Swear by this city! [90:1] And you
are a dweller in this city [90:2] And (I Swear by) a father and what he begot
[90:3]. They were revering the city that they used to swear by it, and they permitted
in it the (violation of) the sanctity of Rasool-Allah®*" 1°

VERSES 4 -7
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We have Created the human being in suffering [90:4]
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Does he reckon that no one will ever be able upon him? [90:5]
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He is saying, ‘I have destroyed abundant wealth’ [90:6]

Does he reckon that no one sees him? [90:7]
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‘I was in the presence of Abu Abdullah®"® at Mina, when Abu Hanifa came over

upon a donkey of his. He sought permission to (see) Abu Abdullah®*"*. So he®*"*
gave him permission. When he was seated, he said to Abu Abdullah®*"*, ‘| intend to
analogise you®"®".
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So Abu Abdullah®"® said: ‘Analogy is not in the Religion of Allah®", but 1% ask you
about this donkey of yours. In what is its matter?’ He said, ‘And which matter of it are
you®**"* asking about?’
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The Imam said: ‘Inform me about these two points (palms) which are in your
hands, what are these two?’ So Abu Hanifa said: ‘There has been Created for the
animal the like of the creation of your®"* ears, and your®"* neck in your®"* head'.
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Abu Abdullah®"* said to him: ‘And how come the hair grows upon the whole of the
body except for this place?’ So Abu Hanifa said: ‘Glory be to Allah®"! | came to
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asws

you®"s to ask you®" about the Religion of Allah®®", and you®" are asking me a
guestion about the young ones (small things)?’ So he stood up and left.

asws asws
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Muhammad Bin Muslim said, ‘So | said to him®™™, ‘May | be sacrificed for you
You®*"® asked about a matter, | would love to know it'.

asws |
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Cases
So the Imam®"* said: ‘O Muhammad! Allah®" Blessed and Exalted is Saying in
His**" Book: We have Created the human being in suffering [90:4] — Meaning
upright in the belly of his mother. His feet being towards the feet of his mother and
his head being towards the head of his mother. His food is from what his mother
eats, and drinks from what his mother drinks, and smells it by her smelling, and his
Covenant which Allah®" Took from him is in front of his eyes.
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But when his birth approaches, an Angel called Zaajar comes to him to rebuke, so
he overturns him — his feet towards the head of his mother, and his head towards the
feet of his mother. Allah®" Makes the birth easier for his mother, and that affects alll
the people except when he was fierce. So when he is expelled (born), he panics and
turn and falls upon the earth crying from the rebuke of Al-Zaajar, and forgets the
Covenant'.
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And Allah®" Created all the animals in the bellies of its mothers as inverted. Its feet
being towards the head of its mother, and its head being towards the feet of its
mother, and it lies down inverted in the womb of its mother, with its head being
entered in between its hands and its feet. It takes its food from its mother. So these
two are the two points which are in its hands (palms), all of these are placed upon
the eyes in the womb of its mother, and what was in its front it in its end, the hair
does not grow upon it.
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And it is for all of the animals except for the camels, for its neck it long, so its head is
in between its limbs in the belly of its mother.
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He said: ‘And Abu Ja'far®**"* said: ‘Wherever there is a people which killed its young
one while it is asleep, turning it, and they killed it, then upon it would be the wergild
from its wealth especially if it was for the seeking of the honour and the pride. But
rather it is thought from (standpoint of) poverty, for the wergild is (based) on

reasonable’.!?
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Ali Bin Ibrahim said, ‘It has been narrated to us from Ahmad Bin Idrees, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad,

from Al-Husayn Bin Saeed, from Ismail Bin Abaad, from Al-Husayn Bin Abu Yagoub, from one of his
companions, the following:

‘Abu Ja'far®*** regarding the Words of the Exalted: Does he reckon that no one will
ever be able upon him? [90:5] — meaning Na’sal (Umar), regarding his killing the
daughter®"* of the Prophet®"".

Bl i 3 (T 5 e B oy ) w s s am T VU ESIRT ks
He is saying, ‘I have destroyed abundant wealth’ [90:6] - meaning which he

supplied the Prophet®™®" with regarding an army, (complaining of) the (financial)
hardship.
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Does he reckon that no one sees him? [90:7] — he said: ‘Mischief which was

within him”. *?

VERSES 8 - 10

Have We not Made two eyes for him, [90:8]
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And atongue and two lips? [90:9]
{10} a3 susia;
And Guided him (to) the two ways? [90:10]
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Ali Bin Ibrahim said, ‘It has been narrated to us from Ahmad Bin ldrees, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad,

from Al-Husayn Bin Saeed, from Ismail Bin Abaad, from Al-Husayn Bin Abu Yagoub, from one of his
companions, the following:

‘Abu Ja'far®*"® regarding the Words of the Exalted: Have We not Made two eyes for
him, [90:8] - meaning Rasool-Allah®*"" And a tongue — meaning Amir Al
Momineen®"*, and two lips? [90:9] — meaning Al-Hassan®"® and Al-Husayn®"*,
And Guided him (to) the two ways? [90:10] — to both their*"* Wilayahs”.*®
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"®, said, ‘I asked him®"* about the Words
of Allah®" Mighty and Majestic: And Guided him (to) the two ways? [90:10],

he®*"* said: ‘The way of good and the evil’.**
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And Al-Hassan®"* said: ‘It has reached me®*"® from Rasool-Allah®*"" that he®®""
said: ‘O you people! These are two roads — a road of the good and a road of the euvil.
So do not make the road of evil to be more beloved to you than the road of good’.*
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1 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Tawheed (Oneness of Allah®*") CH 32 H 4
'* Tafseer Noor Al Sagalayn — CH 90 H 13
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VERSES 11 - 16
(11} agad a8 56
But he does not attempt the uphill road [90:11]
{12} 45w 23Ty
And what will make you realise what the uphill road is? [90:12]
{13} a3 &i

Freeing a neck [90:13]

—n\

{14} wes s o g puby 3
Or feeding during a day of starvation [90:14]
{15} w2 s g
(To) an orphan, possessing relationship [90:15]
{16} s 15 (e

Or a poor person with destitution [90:16]

The uphill road
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Muhammad Bin Al-Abbas, from Al-Husayn Bin Ahmad, from Muhammad Bin Isa, from Yunus Bin
Yaqoub, from Yunus Bin Zaheeer, from Aban who said:

‘| asked Abu Abdullah®"* about this Verse: But he does not attempt the uphill
road [90:11], so he®*"* said; ‘O Aban! Has anything reached you about this from
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anyone?’ So | said, ‘No'. He®™"* said: ‘We™"* are ‘the uphill road’, so no one will
ascend to us®"* except for the one who is from us®"’.*®
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‘From Abu Abdullah®"®, he (the narrator) said, ‘I said, ‘May | be sacrificed for
you®"™! (What about) His®" Words: But he does not attempt the uphill road
[90:11]?
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So he®"® said: ‘One whom Allah®" Honours with our®™" Wilayah, so he has crossed
over the uphill road, and we are that uphill road which one who attempts it, attains

salvation”.!’
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Ibn Shehr Ahub, from Muhammad Bin Al-Sabah Al-Zafrany, from Al-Mazny, from Al-Shafei, from
Maalik, from Hameed, from Anas who said:

‘The Rasool-Allah®*"" said regarding His**" Words: But he does not attempt the
uphill road [90:11]: ‘Over the Bridge (Al-Siraat) is an insurmountable obstacle, then
length of which is of three thousand years of descent, and a thousand years of your
desires, and your feelings, and scorpions, and snakes; and a thousand years of
ascent.
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1%"* would be the first one to cut through those obstacles, and the second one who
cuts through those obstacles would be Ali*"® Bin Abu Talib®"®". And he®®"" said

after the speech: ‘No one will (be able to) cut through those obstacles comfortably
except for Muhammad*®*" and the People®"* of his*®"* Household’.*®
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Freeing a neck
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Muhammad Bin Yaqoub, from Al-Husayn Bin Muhammad, from Moala Bin Muhammad, from
Muhammad Bin Jamhour, from Yunus,

‘From the one with an unbroken chain going up to Abu Abdullah®™"® - Abu
Abdullah®"* said regarding the Words of the Mighty and Majestic: But he does not
attempt the uphill road [90:11] And what will make you realise what the uphill
road is? [90:12] Freeing a neck [90:13], He**" Means by His**" Words: Freeing a
neck [90:13], Wilayah of Amir-Al-Momineen®", for it is that which frees the neck'.
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Then he®"* said: ‘O Aban! Shall I1**"® increase for you with regards to it with a word
which is better for you than the world and whatever it contains?’ | said, ‘Yes’.
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He®*"® said: ‘Freeing a neck [90:13]. The people, all of them, are the slaves of the
Fire, apart from you and your companions, for Allah®" has Freed them from it’. |
said, ‘By what has He*" Freed us from it?” He®*"® said: ‘By your being in the
Wilayah of Amir-Al-Momineen®"s Ali*>** Bin Abu Talib®"*. 19
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And from him, from Ahmad Bin Al-Qasim, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Muhammad Bin Khalid,
from Muhammad Bin Umar, from Abu Bakr Al-Hazramy, who has said:

‘Abu Abdullah®"* regarding the Words of the Exalted: Freeing a neck [90:13], said:
‘All of the people are servants of the Fire except for the one who enters into our®"*
obedience and our®"* Wilayah, so his neck would have been Freed from the Fire,
and the uphill road, is our®** Wilayah’.?
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Ali bin Ibrahim said, ‘It has been narrated to us from Abdullah Bin Musa, from Al-Hassan Bin Ali Bin
Abu Hamza, from his father, from Abu Baseer, who has said:

‘Abu Abdullah®"* regarding the Words of the Exalted: Freeing a neck [90:13].
He®"® said: ‘It is by us®" the necks are freed (from the Fire), and by having
recognised us®"®, and we®**"* are the feeders in the days of the hunger, and it is the
starvation’.?!
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Feeding the poor
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Abu Abdullah®"* has said: ‘The one who feeds a Muslim until he satiates him, none
from the creatures of Allah®" would (be able to) comprehend what Recompense
there is for him in the Hereafter, neither do the Angels of Proximity, nor Mursil
Prophets®, only the Lord®*" of the Worlds (Knows)'.
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Then he®*"® said: ‘From the Obligations (for achieving) the Paradise and the
Forgiveness is feeding of the food to the hungry’. Then he®"* recited the Words of
Allah®" Mighty and Majestic: Or feeding during a day of starvation [90:14] (To)

an orphan, possessing relationship [90:15] Or azpoor one man with destitution
[90:16], then he would be from those who believe”.?
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‘I informed Abu Al-Hassan Al-Reza®"* that | have been hit by (the death of) two
sons, and there remains for me one young son. So he®"* said: ‘Give charity on his
behalf’. Then he®*"* said when | was about to arise, ‘Instruct the child so let him give
the charity with his own hands, with the bread, and the handful (of foodstuff), and the
thing, be it little, for everything by which Allah®" is intended even though it may be
little after the sincerity of the intention in it, is great. Allah®" Mighty and Majestic is
Saying: So, one who does good of a weight of a particle would see it [99:7] And
one who does evil of a weight of a particle would see it [9:8]’.
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And He*" Said: But he does not attempt the uphill road [90:11] And what will
make you realise what the uphill road is? [90:12] Freeing a neck [90:13] Or
feeding during a day of starvation [90:14] (To) an orphan, possessing
relationship [90:15] Or a poor one man with destitution [90:16]. Allah®*" Mighty
and Majestic Knows that everyone is not able upon freeing a neck, so He**" Made
feeding the orphan and the poor as being similar to that. Give charity on his behalf’ .23
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‘Abu Al-Hassan Al-Reza®"*, whenever he®*"* ate, would come with a platter and

place it near the table. Then he®"* would deliberate to the best of the foods from
what had been brought, so he®*"* would take something from everything and he®"®
would place in that platter. Then he®"* would order with it to be for the poor. Then
he®*"® would recite this Verse: But he does not attempt the uphill road [90:11].

D) et i s 5 e e S ol I DT s 5 B ke ks

Then he®" would be saying: ‘Allah®" Mighty and Majestic Knows that there is not

the ability for every human being upon the emancipation of a neck, therefore He®*"!

Made for them the way to the Paradise’.**

VERSE 17
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Then he would be from those who believe, and enjoin the patience and enjoin
the compassion [90:17]
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Ali Bin Ibrahim said, ‘It has been narrated to us from Saeed Bin Muhammad, from Bakr Bin Sahl, from
Abdul Ghany, from Musa Bin Abdul Rahman, from Ibn Jareeh, from Ata’a,

‘From lbn Abbas, who has said: ‘Regarding the Words of the Exalted: Then he
would be from those who believe, and enjoin the patience [90:17] - upon the
Obligations of Allah®" Mighty and Majestic, and enjoin the compassion [90:17] -

regarding what is in between them, and this is not Acceptable from anyone except

the Momin’.?®

VERSES 18 - 20

<3
\

° z )
{18} sl sl dd,
These are the companions of the right hand [90:18]
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And those who disbelieve in Our Signs, they are the companions of the left
hand [90:19]
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Upon them would be a Fire closed over (from all sides) [90:20]
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Ali Bin Ibrahim (Tafseer Qummi) —

Regarding the Words of the Exalted: These are the companions of the right hand
[90:18], said: ‘The companions of Amir-Al-Momineen®"*,
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And those who disbelieve in Our Signs [90:19], He said: ‘The ones who opposed
Amir-al-Momineen®"* they are the companions of the left hand [90:19].
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And he**® said: ‘And the companions of the left hand are the enemies of the
Progeny®"* of Muhammad®*"" Upon them would be a Fire closed over (from all
sides) [90:20], i.e., layers of it’.%°
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He (the narrator) said, ‘And | heard him (Abu Ja'far®®"®) saying: ‘They are belying

our®™®" signs, all of them, in the esoteric of the Quran, and they were belying the

succesors®"®, all of them?"s” 2/
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‘The Signs are Amir-Al-Momineen and the Imams
asws. «

are the words of Amir-Al-Momineen®"™: ‘There is no ‘Sign’ of Alla
Iasws!,za

, and the evidence upon that
h3" greater than
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From Abu Ja'far®®"® having said, Amir-Al-Momineen®"* was saying: ‘There is no

‘Sign’ of Allah®™" Mighty and Majestic which is greater than 1°°**, nor a News from
Allah®" greater than 125"51'#°
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APPENDIX

Overall Hadeeth
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And it is supported by what is reported from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘Quraysh
used to revere the Sacred city (Makkah) and permitted (the killing of)
Muhammad®®"", so the Exalted Said: ‘No! | do Swear by this city! [90:1] And you
are a dweller in this city [90:2], Intending that they are considering (killing) you®*""
permissible and are belying you®®" and insulting you®"*, so Allah®*" Refused that
upon them.
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Then He®" Began a second Swear: And (I Swear by) a father and what he begot
[90:3] — and it is upon two Words: A father and what he begot’, Swearing by them,
and they®"* are Ali**"°, and Al Hassan®"®, and Al Husayn®"*; and their®*"** state in
the violation of the Sanctity and the desecration of the violation and the blood is like

the state of the Prophet®®"",
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And His®®" Words: We have Created the human being [90:4] — and he is an
enemy of the Progeny®*"® of Muhammad®**"" - in suffering [90:4] — suffering in the
difficulties of the world and the severities and the horrors of the Hereafter.
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Does he reckon — this human being, when he disobeys and commits Kufr, that no
one will ever be able upon him? [90:5], in punishing him in the world and
Punishing him in the Hereafter?
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He is saying, ‘I have destroyed abundant wealth’ [90:6] — i.e. a lot, in the enmity
of Muhammad®**"" and the People®*"* of his®*®""' Household. Does he reckon that no
one sees him? [90:7]. So He*" would ask him about his wealth, from where did he
earn it, and in what did he spend it, and about our®*"* Wilayah of the People®"* of
the Household.
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Then He®" Rebukes him and Counts the Bounties which He**" has Favoured upon
him with, so He**" Says: Have We not Made two eyes for him, [90:8] — he can see

by these the straying from the Guidance, and it is a metaphor about the Prophet>""
just as before.
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And a tongue [90:9] — he is speaking with, and it is a metaphor about Amir Al
Momineen®"*, And the evidence upon that are the Words of the Exalted: and We
Made for them a truthful tongue of Ali [19:50]. And the Words of the Exalted
Telling on behalf of Ibrahim®: And Make for me a truthful tongue among the
latter ones [26:84] — and the meaning regarding the two Words is Amir Al
Momineen®"®,
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And His**" Words: and two lips? [90:9] — because by these two he attains the
speaking and the tasting, and regarding these two is a lot of wisdom, and these two
are teknonyms about Al-Hassan®"* and Al-Husayn®"®, just as (mentioned) before,
because they®"* both are the pillars of the Religion, and the system of Al -slam and
the Muslims.
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And the Words of the Exalted: And Guided him (to) the two ways? [90:10] — i.e.,
two ways — a way of the Wilayah of Muhammad®"" and the Progeny®"* of
Muhammad®®"*", and a way of their®*"® enemies, and its recognition is the people of
the two ways. And the ‘Najd’ (way) is what is higher than the ground, and the uphill
road, is the narrow gap which is trodden by difficulty and severity, and 1*"° have
mentioned that the uphill road, it is the Wilayah.
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So when He®" Introduced that, He®" Said: But he does not attempt the uphill
road [90:11] — the ascent of the Wilayah and the respect, so why does he not
attempt the uphill road in the world in order to attain salvation from the uphill road in

the Hereafter? But rather, He®*" Resembled the Wilayah with the uphill road
because the uphill road cannot be ascended upon except by difficulty and severity,
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and similar to that, the Wilayah cannot be ascended to except by difficulties and
severities, and effort’.
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(This is) due to their®™®" words: ‘One who loves us®"®, the People®*"* of the
Household, so let him be prepared for the afflictions’, and due to the words of Ali®*":
‘One who loves me®*"®, so he would roll towards the poverty with a rolling’. And due
to his®™"* words: ‘If a mountain were to love me®*"®, it would crumble’.
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‘Then He*" Describes those who attempt the uphill road, so He**" Said: Then he
would be from those who believe, and enjoin the patience and enjoin the
compassion [90:17] These are the companions of the right hand [90:18] — and
they®"* are Muhammad®*""' and the Progeny®*"* of Muhammad®"" and their®"®
Shias.
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Then He®" Describes those who do not attempt the uphill road, so He®" Says:
‘And those who disbelieve in Our Signs — and the Signs, they®*"* are the
Imams®*"*, they are the companions of the left hand [90:19] Upon them would

be a Fire closed over (from all sides) [90:20]”.%°
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