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CHAPTER 96
AL-ALAQ
(19 VERSES)
VERSES 1- 19
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Ibn Babuwayh, by his chain from Suleyman Bin Khalid

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"® having said: ‘The one who recites:
Read in the Name of your Lord Who Created! [96:1] (Surah Al-Alaqg) during his
day or his night, then dies during his day or during his night, would have died as a
martyr, and Allah®" would Resurrect him as a martyr, and Revive him as a martyr,
and he would be as if he had struck by his sword in the Way of Allah®" along with
the Rasool-Allah®"
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And from Khawas Al-

It has been reported from the Prophet®*"" having said: ‘One who recites this Chapter

(Surah Al-Alag), Allah®" would Write for him the Recompense similar to the

Rewards of the one who has recited a part of Al-Mufassal (Chapters 47 & 50 & 110),
and like the Rewards of the one who brandishes his sword in the Way of Allah®*",
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And the one who recites it while sailing in the sea, Allah®*" would Keep him safe
from the drowning’.?
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And Rasool-Allah®®"" said: ‘One who recites it upon the door of the storage, Allah®*"

the Exalted would Keep it safe from every affliction and thief until its owner takes out
whatever is in it’.?
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And Al-Sadig®*"* said: ‘One who recites, and is heading for a journey it would suffice
him from its evil.
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And the one who recites it while he is sailing in the sea, he would be safe by the
Power of Allah®" the Exalted’.*

Revelation Sequence
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘The first of what was
Revealed upon Rasool-Allah®®*" was In the Name of Allah®" the Beneficent, the
Merciful, Read in the name of your Lord Who Created [96:1] and the last of it
(Chapter Revealed) was When there comes the help of Allah and the victory’
[110:1].°

VERSES 1-5

{1} g b ot 2y BB

Read in the Name of your Lord Who Created! [96:1]

® Tafseer Al Burhan — H 11749
 (cosaiy 14 1l al 2)
® Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Merits of the QuranCH 14 H5
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{2} gle & Oy gl

He Created the human being from a clot [96:2]

{3} 559 a1

Read, by your Lord, the most Benevolent [96:3]

{4} Jdy L &

Who Taught by the Pen [96:4]

(5}l b oy <l

Taught the human being what he did not know [96:5]

The first Revelation
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(Imam Hassan Al-Askari®"® said: ‘So when he*®"" (Rasool-Allah®®*"") was of
complete forty years, and Allah®®" Mighty and Majestic Looked at his*®" heart,
He*" Found it to be the most superior of the hearts, and its most sublime, and its
most obedient, and its most humble, and its most submissive, He?*" Permitted the
gateways of the sky, so they opened up, and Muhammad®**"" looked at them. And
He®" Permitted the Angels, so they descended and Muhammad®**"" looked at them.
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And He®*" Commanded with the Mercy so it descended from the base of the Throne
unto the head of Muhammad®*"" and deluged him®®"". And he**""' looked at
Jibraeel®® the Trustworthy Spirit encircled with the light, peacock of the Angels
descending unto him**""', and he® grabbed his®®"" forearms and shook (them) and
said, ‘'O Muhammad®*""! Read!” He*®"" said: ‘And what shall I¥*"" read?’
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He® said: ‘O Muhammad®*""! Read in the name of your Lord Who Created [96:1]
He created the human being from a clot [96:2] — up to His®*" Words - what he
did not know [96:5]. Then he® revealed unto him*" what his*®"" Lord®*" Mighty
and Majestic Revealed, then he® ascended to the heights, and Muhammad®*""
descended from the mountain — and he®*"" had been overwhelmed from revering the
Majesty of Allah®", then there came upon him*" from the importance of hisS®""
occupation, he®*"" was affected by the fever and the chills.
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He**"" was saying, and it had intensified upon him®*®"" what he*®"" feared upon from

the belying of the Quraysh regarding his®"" news, and their linking him®*®"" to the
insanity and that he>®*"" was influenced by Satan'®, and hes*"™ was from the first time
(beginning), an intellectual creature of AIIahaZW', and most honourable of their
righteous ones, and the most hated of the things to him*®"" was the Satan'®, and the
deeds of the insane and their speeches’.’

aSWS)

Teaching by the Pen (Amir Al-Momineen
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‘From Abu Ja’far®*"® having said: ‘Jibraeel®® descended unto Muhamma and

he®® said: ‘O Muhammad®®""! Read! He**"" said: ‘And what shall I’°®"" read?’
s U8 2881 25l gm ol ) 3 2 TR 2

He®® said: ‘Read in the name of your Lord Who Created [96:1] — meaning Created
your**"" Light, the most ancient, before the (Creation of) the things.

® Tafseer Imam Hassan Al Askari®"* — S 78 (Extract)
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He created the human being from a clot [96:2] — from a seed, and Derived Ali*"®
from yous*"".
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Read, by your Lord, the most Benevolent [96:3] Who Taught by the Pen [96:4]
— Taught by Ali**"® Bin Abu Talib®",
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Taught the human being - knowledge of Ali*"* from the writing for you®®"", what
he did not know [96:5], what he (the human being) did not know before that”.’

The Pen
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Al-Hassan Bin Abu Al-Hassan Al-Daylami, by his chain going up to Muhammad Bin Al-Fazeyl, who
has narrated the following:

‘| asked Abu Al-Hassan Musa®*"* about the Words of Allah®" Mighty and Majestic:
Noon and the Pen, and what they will be writing! [68:1], he®™"* said: ‘So the
(letter) Noon is a name of the Rasool-Allah®*"", and the Pen is a name of Amir-Al-
Momineen®"’ 8
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Ibn Babuwayh said, ‘Abu Al-Hassan Muhammad Bin Haroun Al-Zanjany narrated to us, regarding

what he wrote to the hands of Ali Bin Ahmad Al-Baghdady Al-Waraq, from Ma’az Bin Al-Masny Al-
Anbary, from Abdullah Bin Asma, from Juweiriya, from Sufyan Bin Saeed Al-Sowry, who has said:

‘Al-Sadig®"®, regarding the interpretation of the Abbreviated Letters in the Quran,

having said: ‘And as for the (Letter) Noon, so it is a river in the Paradise. Allah®"
Mighty and Majestic Said: “Freeze!” So it froze becoming ink.
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Then the Mighty and Majestic Said to the Pen: “Write!” So the pen wrote in the
Guarded Tablet, whatever had transpired and whatever would be transpiring up to
the Day of Judgement.
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The Ink was the Ink of Light, and the Pen was a Pen of Light, and the Tablet was a
Tablet of Light'.
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Sufyan said, ‘So | said to him*** ‘O son®*"* of Rasool-Allah®**""! Can you®"* explain
to me the matter of the Tablet, and the Pen, and the Ink, in a detailed explanation,
and teach me from what Allah®" has Taught you®"s?’

asws asws
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So he*"* said: ‘O Bin Saeed! Had you not been deserving of the answer, 1°*"* would
not have answered you. An Angel leads to the Pen, and it is an Angel. And the Pen

leads to the Tablet and it is an Angel. And the Tablet leads to Israfeel®® and Israfeel®

leads to Mikaeel®, and Mikaeel® leads to Jibraeel®®, and Jibraeel® leads to the
as»

Prophets® and the Rasools®.
e ol S —0Lan b =03y o[ 4] JB £ 1Ju

He (the narrator) said, ‘Then he®"* said: ‘Arise O Sufyan! We®*"* cannot entrust it to
you (any more than this much)”.®

VERSES 6 - 8

~
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Never! Surely the human being is inordinate [96:6]
i

{7} gz &

Because he sees himself as needless [96:7]
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Surely to your Lord is the return [96:8]

asws

A miracle by Amir-Al-Momineen
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One day Rasool-Allah®**"" came and his**"" gathering had crammed with its people,
then Rasool-Allah®®"" said: ‘So which of you today benefitted by his virtue, his
Momin brother?’ So Ali**"® said: ‘1°"® did’. He**""" said: ‘What is that which you®"*
did?’ He*"® said: ‘I*°*"® passed by Ammar Bin Yasser® and one of the Jews was
pressing him regarding thirty Dirhams which were for him upon him. So Ammar said,
‘O brother®"* of Rasool-Allah®*"™! This one is pressing me and is not intending
except to harm me and humiliate me due to my love for you®**, the People®*"* of the
Household. Therefore finish me off from him®"® by your®*** virtue’.
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So 1*°"® intended to speak to the Jew for him, and he (Ammar) said, ‘O brother®*"* of
Rasool-Allah®*"™! You®*"® are more majestic in my heart and my eyes than that |
should exert you®"* for this Kafir, but intercede for me to the One Who*" would not
Return you®"* from your®"® seeking; and if you®"* were to intend the entire sides of
the world to become like the sides of the yellow (gold), He®" would Do so. So ask

Him?" to Assist me upon the paying off of my debts, and make me needless from
the borrowing’.
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So 1%°"® said: ‘O Allah®"! Do that for him!"” Then 1*"° said to him: ‘Strike with your
hand upon whatever is in front of you, from anything from a stone or mud, so
Allah®" would Transform it for you as pure gold ‘. So he struck his hand and
grabbed a stone which was ‘Amnaan’ (Two Ratls — 812gms.), and it transformed into
his hand as gold.

-
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Then he turned towards the Jews and he said, ‘And how much is your debt?’ He
said, ‘Thirty Dirhams’. So he said, ‘How much is its value in gold?’ He said, ‘Three
Dinars’.
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Ammar said, ‘O Allah®"! By the virtue of the one®"s by whose virtue, You®*
Transformed this rock into gold, Soften this gold for me so | can break a (piece of

the) measurement of his right’. So Allah®" Mighty and Majestic Softened it for him,
and he broke of this three Misqals (6.2 gms x 3) and gave it to him.
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Then he went on looking at him, and he said, ‘O Allah®"! | heard You*" Saying:
Never! Surely the human being is mordmate [96:6] Because he sees himself as
needless [96:7], and | do not want riches making me transgress. O Allah®*"l Return
this gold as a rock, by the virtue of the one®"® whom You*" Made it to be as gold
after it having been a rock’. So it returned to be as a rock, and he threw it from his
hand and said, ‘It suffices me from the world and the Hereafter, my friendship for
you®*" — O brother®"* of Rasool-Allah®*""’
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So Rasool-Allah®*"" said: ‘The Angels of the sky and the earth were astounded from
his deed, and they raised their voices to Allah®" the Exalted with the praise upon
him. So Allah®" Sent Salawat from above His®*" Throne to come upon him.
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He®**"" said: ‘Receive glad tidings, O Abu Al-Yagzan, for you are a brother of Ali*"®
in his®**"* Religion, and from the meritorious ones of his®**"* Wilayah, and from the
ones to be killed in his®*"* love. The rebellious group would kill you, and the last of
your provision from the world would be a Sa’a of milk, and your soul would join with
the souls of Muhammad®®"" and his®®"" superior Progeny®***, for you are from the
best of my*®" Shias’.*°

10 Tafseer Imam Hassan Al Askari®®"® — S 44
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VERSES 9 & 10
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Have you seen the one who forbids [96:9]
(10} o5y iz
A servant when he prays Salat? [96:10]
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‘Amir-Al-Momineen®"* by a man who was praying the forenoon Salat in Masjid Al-
Kufa. So he®"* pressed his side with the whip and said: ‘You slaughtered the Salat
of: the penitent [17:25], may Allah®" Slaughter you!’ He said, ‘So, shall | leave it?’
He®" said: ‘Have you seen the one who forbids [96:9] A servant when he prays
Salat? [96:10] .

B (O ey e SOl S p (e adey ) e Bl s

So Abu Abdullah®"® said: ‘And it suffices by the denial of Ali*" for its

forbiddance”.*
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And said, ‘Ali®"° passed by a man whilst he was Praying, so Ali**"* said: ‘What is

this Salat?’ He said, ‘Shall | leave it, O Amir-al-Momineen®"*?" Ali**"® said: ‘And
should 1**"® become the one who prevented a servant from praying Salat?’*?
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And it has been reported from Ali®*"® that he®*"* went out on the Day of Eid, and
he®*"® saw a person praying Salat. He*"* said: ‘O you people! We have witnessed

11 8 /452 :3 K
12 Tafseer Noor Al Sagalayn — CH 96 H 10
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Rasool Allah®*" on a day like this, not a single person prayed before the Eid — or
(before) the Prophet®™®"" said’ -

€ oLVl ot 8 sk O e W1 el ol 2y JUB

So the man said, ‘O Amir-al-Momineen®"*! Are you®"®

before the coming of the prayer leader?’

preventing me from praying

JB LS o e bags & NINES LSy oo 13) Is 81 OV gyl Y b

He®"® said: ‘I*"° do not want to prevent a servant from praying Salat, but I**"® am

narrating to them what we have witnessed from the Prophet®"", or what he**"" had

said’.’?
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Ali Bin Ibrahim, regarding the meaning of the Chapter —

His**" Words: Have you seen the one who forbids [96:9] A servant when he
prays Salat? [96:10], he said: ‘Al-Waleed Bin Al-Mugheira used to prevent the
people from praying Salat and obeying Allah®*" and His®**" Rasool**"". So Allah®"
Said: Have you seen the one who forbids [96:9] A servant when he prays
Salat? [96:10]"."
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‘From Abu Ja'far®*"*, he (the narrator) said, ‘I asked him®**"* about Salat Al-Zoha
(Forenoon Salat), so he®*"* said: ‘The first one to pray it are your people. They were
from the heedless ones, so they prayed it, and Rasool-Allah®*"" did not pray it”.*

VERSES 11 - 18

{11} L Je 08 &

Have you considered if he was upon the Guidance [96:11]
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Or enjoined the piety? [96:12]

Does he not know that Allah Sees? [96:14]
{15} oty wied 5§ 996
Never! If he does not desist, We would Smite his forehead [96:15]
{16} iz 55 5t

Being a forehead of a lying sinner [96:16]

So let him call a calling [96:17]

We would be Calling the Angels of Hell [96:18]
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Ibn Abbas said

‘When Abu Jahl came to Rasool-Allah®*"", Rasool-Allah®*"" scolded him. So Abu
Jahl said, ‘You®®™ are scolding me, O Muhammad>*""! By Allah®", you**"" know
that there is no one who can call upon more (soldiers) than | can’. So Allah®" the

Glorious Revealed: So let him call a calling [96:17]".%°

1% Tafseer Noor Al Sagalayn — Ch 96 H 12
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Ali Bin Ibrahim, regarding the meaning of the Chapter —
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His®*" Words: So let him call a calling [96:17], he®"* said: ‘When Abu Talib®"*
passed away, Abu Jahl and Al-Waleed, may Curses of Allah®" be upon them both,

called out, ‘Come and kill Muhammad®*"", for the one®*"* who used to help him**""
has died!

So Allah®" said: So let him call a calling [96:17] We would be Calling the

Angels of Hell [96:18]. He said: ‘So if he calls for the killing of Rasool-Allah®*"",
We®" would also Call the Angels of Hell’.*’

VERSE 19
{19} &8 ddens ekl ¥ SIS
Never! Do not heed him, and do Sajdah and draw closer [96:19]
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‘I heard Al-Reza®*"® saying: ‘The servant cannot happen to be (any) closer to
Allah®" Mighty and Majestic than when he is performing Sajdah, and these are the
Words of the Mighty and Majestic: and do Sajdah and draw closer [96:19]".*

to3gma (3 JW ATy ade I Lo o)t " g ladmnsly " il s Jp Wl Cgad) (3 ey LI gk 3
s e LS ol Glde sl ol Y g an By 348ty Slnsie e SU Loy o e SLs, AL 340

In (the book) Gawaaly Al-

And it has been reported in the Hadeeth that when the Words of the Exalted were
Revealed: and do Sajdah and draw closer [96:19], the Prophet®*"" did Sajdah and
said in his*®"" Sajdah: ‘I**" seek refuge with Allah®" by Your®" Pleasure, from
Your®" Anger, by what has been forgotten from Your®" Punishment. And 15" seek
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refuge with You®", from You®®" to the extent that I°®* have no count of Your®"

Praise. You®" are as You®" have Praised Yourself®®" to be’.*®
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘Whenever you recite
anything from the determined (Verses) in which there is a Sajdah, (to be performed),
so do not exclaim Takbeer before your Sajdah, but, exclaim Takbeer when you raise
your head.

B S T I R NCER Ry S A

And the determined (Verses of Sajdah) are four — Ha Meem Sajdah (Chapter 32:15),
and Tanzeel (Chapter 41:38), and Al-Najm (Chapter 53:62), and Igra Bi Ism Rabbik
(Chapter 96:19)".%°
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‘He®"* said: ‘When something from the four determined Verses (32:15, or 41:38, or
53:62 or 96:19) is recited, so perform Sajdah, and even though you might be without
an ablution, and even if you were with a sexual impurity, and even if you were a
woman not praying Salat (due to menstruation etc.); and the rest of the Quran, you
are with the choice therein, if you so desire to, you perform Sajdah, and if you so

desire to, you do not perform Sajdah’.*
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"® having said: ‘If you are praying Salat
with a group of people and the prayer leader recites: Read in the Name of your
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Lord Who Created! [96:1] (Surah Al Alaq), or something from the Determined
Verses and is free from reciting it, and did not perform Sajdah, so indicate (a Sajdah)
with a gesture; and the menstruating woman should perform Sajdah when she hears
the Sajdah (Verse)'.”?
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